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who is considered in the lawes relating
to the franchise. The voter is treated
ap a person, notthe head of a group.
All the statutes on the subject so re-
gard bim. But the writer sage:

“‘fnanawer to the editor's remarks that if
family suffrage were recognized, justice
wonld demand ‘hat the votes of each man
should bo proportioned to the numbers
of his household, it is sufficient to say
that the same line of reasoning would
lead to the conclasion—if we admit that
the suffrage is purely an individnal affair
—that a tall man should have more votes
4ihaun a short one or the number of the in-
dividual’s votes should he proportioned
to his size! In the presence of suob logic
wc stand uncovered,”

Yes, uncovered entirely. Strnippeu ot
every vestige of an argument. The
¢¢loyic, If It mmmy be so dignilied, is
entirely his own., His “schoulboy?’
.allusion nalurally here suggests itseif,
It has pot even the merit of wit,
Admit that “the puffrage is purely an
individua! affair’>—where the law
places it, and the whole coatention
about “family suffrage®® falls to the
ground. It ie the fanciful theory that
the family is lhe political uniy that
provokes the argument as to votes ac-
cording to numbers. In its absence the
vagury about voles according to size is
meaujogless and absurd. Logie, for-
pootl ! It *slapds uncovered? as the
very oppuseite of Ineid ratiocination.

To the statement that the matured
individual apnd mot the family is lbe

olitical upit in a popular governmaent,
he writer replies that *‘our statesmen
have not fonnd that ont, for one-half
of our matured individuals have uot
been recognized as political units.??
Wonderful logic,again! Almostenough
to take off the hair and the hiide this
time, as weil as the clothes of ofir
‘ppvage’’scalp-waiver. Becausestates-
Jnen have unjustly denied to one-half
of the matured cltizens of our couniry
the right ot suffrage, therefore, the
theory of our form of government is
not that the matured individual is the

olitical unit but that the family is!

‘omen ought not to have the suffrage
becauze our statesmen have notallowed
them to nhave i1l Women have not
been given the suffrage, therefore they

ought not to ask for it}

The next “‘argument is that

*In Wyoming Lbo people have had =
torritorial goverument up to a yoar ago
-nd bave bad practically no polities.”

This is as an oflset to the fact that
women vole there and have voted!
there for many Years “without any
perious resulis either to the famlily or
society.?” But it is not true that in
Wyoming there has been practically
no politice, The two great parties
bhave figured during the territorial
condition of Wyoming as distinctly
and vigorously as since she has become
aBtate. The officers in cities, counties
and the Territory were elected as Re-
publicans or Democrats, and party
.apirit ran high there as in other places.
Wegould produce abundance of evi-
-dence as to this and to the success and
good results of woman suflrage there,
if we had space today. Wyoming
atande, not “‘uncovered,’’ but clothed
and in her right mind as a living wit-
ness for woman aufirage, and a potent
anawer to all the aesgertions and prog-
nostications about voting tending to
-degrade woman as & wife, a mother, a
lady, or In any other pure and admira-
:ble condition of life.

The admission of our opponent that
there is weight in the argument that
many women have “no husband or aen
to repressnt them jn affuira of govern-
ment”lgivea away the whole conten-
tion., It shows thut the family is nol
the politiecal unit. It shows that mil-
livne of citizens—pot a few thousands
as he says—single women, widows and
others, have no voice in the affairs of
government, They aretaxed without
representation. They are subject to
tyranny. Q@ive them the ballot and
there is no sound reason left why all
women citizens should not have It,
as matured Individual upits in the
sum of society and of the nation.

The noise, rowdyism or any other
improper surronndings of the polls has
nothing to do with the guestion of
the equal right of & woman citizen
with a man cltizen to a vote for the
officers who are to be ‘‘the govern-
ment.’? Wyoming says that woman
sufliaze has aided in making voting
orderly and respectable. Klections
should be made orderly by law, If
they are uot it Coes not touch the ques-
tion of justice, fairness and equality
before the law involved in this matber,

The sneer about our admiration for the
clean, white plece of paper, to which
it is paid we ‘‘su lovivgly referved’’ is
unworthy of the subject. The ballot
is the emblem of political iiberty. We
are nol ashamed of referring to it lov-
ingly. l:etthose who will, sneer at it.
We would give 1t to woman bpot to
degrade her, notto deprive her of a
single wornanly atiribute, not to make
her less the angel of the housshold,
bat to lift her from the political plnke
of the idiot, the lunatic, the criminal

and the oulcast, and give
her the right, as one of
the people iu a government of

the people, to vete for those who are to
govern her, to the selectlon of those
who are to make the laws which she
as an individual citizen is requlred to
be sutmirseive.
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CARDINAL GIBBONS ON *“PATRIOT-
ISM AND POLITICS.”

THE April number of the North
Ameriean Review coniains the usual

>quol‘.a of Inaiructive articles furnished

by that hrilliant magazine from the
pens of able publicists on current ques-
tlons of great moment, Conspicuous
among the contributions to this num-
ber is a paper by Cardinal Gibbons, the
eminent Catholic prelate, on the ab-
sorbing theme ot ‘‘Palriotiem and
Pclitics.”” The introduetory portion of
the articie s mostly Jevoled to an ex-
planation of patrictism and oursystem
of government, and, of course, relates
nothing specially new. Further on he
indicates, as do many other thoughtful
A mericans, Jeep anxiety on account of
dangers which appear to threaten the
perpetusation of tiie Republic. To add
force to his warnings he,as many other
writers on this subject have done,
depicta the situation of the Roman em-
pire prior to its fall, and the causes
that Jed to the catastrophe, He
shows clearly that the conditions
which led tothe demolition of the
Roman governmental fabrie exXist
Iargely in this country, snd he isap-
prehensive that a similiar result will
ensue to thia nation unless adequate
remedial means are applied. -In order

to give a falridea of (Cardinal Gibbone®"
views, it wiil be appropriate to intro-

duce some quotations from his article,

After stating that ‘“‘next to God, our

country should hold the strongest

place ip our affections,’® he pays:

““History is philosophy teaching by
example. A brief review of the Roman
Republic and the canses of its downfzll
will tecagch us a useful lesson. The Re-
public prospered 80 long as the citizens
practised simplicity of lifo and she civil
magisirates admiois:ered even-handed
justice. Avarice and ambition proved
its ruin. The avarice of the poor was
gratified by the bribery of the rich; and
;the ambition of the rich was fed by the
votes of the poor.

“Iu the latter days of the Republio
bribery and oorruption wero ahameofully
praoticed. Marine was elected to the
consulship by the purchase of votes and
hy eollusion with the moat noicrions
demagogues. Pompey and Crassus se-
secured the consulship by Intimidatlon,
though neither of them was legally
qualified for that ofice. The phllosophy
of fpicurns, introduced during Ihe?nst
years of the Ropublic,bhastened the moral
and mental corruption of Rome. The
loes of the political autonomy of Greece,
which preceded 1bat of Rome, may bhe
traced to the same causs. To the early
Romans the oath was sacred, and porjury
a detestahle crime.”

After detsiling ineidenis showing
the methods by which Roman elections
were curried—iu pome features they
aresimilar to cases of political job-
bery in this country — the emi-
pent writer insists that we ought to
take warning by the fate of the Roman
empire. To exhibi! the justice of hia
com parison, he aays:

#Tn overy possible way, hy tickets in-
piduously printed, by ‘colonizing) frp-
peating,” and ‘personation,’ irauds are
attompted, and too often successful, on
the ballot. Iam informed by a troste
worlby gentieman that, in certain .
localities, the adherents of “one party,
while proof against bribes from’ their
politioal opponents, will exact compensa-
tion before glving their votes even to
their own paity candidates. The evil
would he great enough if it were restrict-
od to examples of this kind, buat it be-
comes much more serious when large
bodies of men are debauched by the
bribes or intimidated b¥ the threats of
wealthy corporations.

¢ Bnt when the very fountaing of logia-
lation are polluted by lobbying and other
corrupt means; when the band of bribery
is extendcd, and not always in.vain, to
our municipal, State, and pational- legia-
lators; when our'law-makers become the
plaint tools of some selfish and greedy
capltalists, instead of subserving the 1n-
terests of the people,—then, indeed, all
patriotic ciltizens have reason to be
alarmed about the future of our country,

“The man who wonld poison 1he wells
and springs of theland is justly regarded
a3y 4 buman monster, as an enemy of
society, and no punishment conld be too
pevers for bim.  Is he not as greata
eriminal who would poison and pollute
the ballot box, the unfaillng fount-and
well-spring of our oivll freedom and of
our nationa!l life?*’

Here ip what he saye concerning the
treatment whigh ought to be meted
out to those enemies of the common-
wenith, who, by treachery and fraud,
peek lo undermine our popular aystem.

‘Lot the minister of justice arise, and,
clothed with the panopliy of anthority,
let bim drive those men from thetemple.
Let the buyers and sellers of votes be de-
olared Infamous; for they are trading in
.our American birthright, Let them be




