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AN ICE ADVENTURE

it is now several years since that I1 waswag re
turning from the survey of the northwestern
district of lake superiorsuperiors my portion of the
duty being finished winter with its
winds avdand deep snows had already set in
andendbonsteadnOnsteadinstead of the usual lake voyage my
journey to the land of civilization had to be
performed in a sleigh each day I1 took my
wyt over roadsroada whose ruts the snow had
filidfilled while my horses bells rang gaily out
thithroughrough the snow clad forest whose pendant
it clescies flashed in the sun rays like a fruitage

and when night came I1 never failed
afof a welcome beneath the bark root of the
nearest settler where my news albeit five
months old waswan more prized than my dollardollars
and my french canadian servant with his
broken english jests and his sweet old pro-
vencalvenc ai songs was more regarded than blyiny
selfseif

we had passed lake superior and were
threading the forest bordering lake huron
whenubea one evening we came to a better culti-
vated farm than usual and slopped at the
door of a large farmhousefarmhousesfarm househousep wwherebere the scrap-
ing of fiddlesriddles and echoing of feet announced
one of those blithesome frolics with which
the settlers at intervals lighten the monotony
of backwoodsackwoods life on such occasionsoccasional every
guest is welcome and we were rapturously
received though the housebouse was crowded to
suffocation but it soon appeared that this
was an extraordinary festival being for the
bridal of ouroar hosts daughter whom all these
friends who camecaie ironfrom many miles round
were to accompany to see the knot tied on the
morrowborrow what a joyous scene it waslwabwas how
they jested and laughed till the masic was
almost drowned and despite the cruskcrush danced
Inermerrilyrily unil the spruce and juniper wreaths
trembled on the walls and the forest of can
dies flickered above our headsbeads now footingfooling
old forgotten dances with the rosy bridesmaidsbridemaids
in their yet redder ribbons now clustering in
triumph round the soft eyed bridebrid the fairfairestest
flower I1 ever saw in that wild region
1 the bunSUB rose on our unwearied revelsreveis usher
incing in the wedding day A hearty breakfast
was dispatched and then one and all for I1
deferred my journey in honor of the occasion

I1 prepared to escort the bride on her wayy 71throughbrough many of the backwoods settle-
ments clergymen have never passpasseedlanddand trothstrotha
are lawfully plighted before the nearest magis
trat but on the present occasion it chanced
that a clergyman was visiting his brother at
a farm some twenty miles distant andanti the

winlinmarriagearriage was hurried that the bride might
IV
hayehave the advantage of a parsonsparsonli wedding
smZIA two horse sleigh being the bestbeat appointed
vehicle in company I1 placed it at the brides
disposal and we were soon peespeedingberdingper ding throughh19the foreitforest followed by a bevy otof sleighs andd
rainstrains filled with a laughing crowd and

whilewhite the sleigheleigh bellsbeila rang out the merriestmerrieit
yoboalspairiskisals the young settlers played wild chorus-
es upon their iornslorns until the old woods
echoed with their minstrelsy

about middaymid day we reached our destination
but we had to await the conclusion of arotheranother
ceremony it was a wedding and the strange
est I1 ever saw for the bride was portly the
bridegroomride groomtffizzledgrizzled and they made the re

wiwith a decidecisionionlon which showed they
hadlad quitebite made up their minds whitewhile occupy
INig tthee bride maidsmaidel station in the rear was

ajian openmouthedopen mouthed cluster of wondering jure
himlesemles the ofraoffspringpring of the bride and bride

I1groom who had long been legally as they
geerewere now religiously married
A the young peoples turn was next andanddessde-
atagiteite the ststrugglesaggles of the little ones aid the
boisterousboiolstboisterousserouserous laughter of their elders they were

allail duly christened and then led away by
leirtheir newly wedded parents amid a hurricanehurn canojiloff congratulations and cheers which lasted
untilantil they bad driven on in the two trains

awaiting thema then came the weddinwedding of our own fair
ande and she seemed ahacostioost scared to find

how solemn were the words which bound her
stoj6 sharebare the burdens as well as joys of her

bridegroom butbub shebhe had always meant todoto do
lind taking heart of grace shesue smiled hahapP

he handedbattled her into my sleigh for the
ritu journey again weire swept through the
Hbuttibliali with laugh and jest and in the intervals

antoine santesang jubilant bridal
pan nanddand trolledstrolled old ballads of love and
juartmarriageiloelige enough to have turned Hymen ward
a wb oleoie community but after a time there
w re bonehone but the newly wedded and myself

ttJT160 listen fortor my highbredhigh bred horseshorbes treshfresh as
ibrhanrhene weire star njabadhad far out sped the heavy

steeds of the other travelers and were run
Ajiingaing them out of sight and hearing

let us go by the lake bhoreshore cried the
bridegroom 11 hen see the tumble

inoweinlwewe will be home yet betbetrebetrere they are
thee idea was highly approved byby the new

taleralemadetade wife adiani as I1 was somewhat weary
uetile monotony of the woodisw boils I1 r adaily

11aeedgeediliileiiieerieded between us and the shore was a
guilt filled with frozen snow which

brought us to the broad belt of ice bor-
dering theibe land beyond was the lake whichbeyondaaso far as weA e coulcould beesee stretched a vast ex-
panseanisearise of blue refreshing to the eye wearied
byY tie universal whiteness and troubled by a
recent gale it heaved and rolled in heaheavyvy
swells whose very action was cheer nging amid
the deadly stillness meanwhile we bowled
raermerrilyrily on omover the wavy icesice which flashed
and sparkled in a thousand blinding and
korgejorgegorgeousous rays beneath our horses feet while
odon oarour left the land rose into lofty bromon
tories crownedcrowded with battlements of isnowhanow or
swept back into deep bajabays bordered nithwith

pine forestforestp or with vast expanses of dreadreary
11 where the loon made her nest among
the moss and theth water snake lurked beneath
the rushes

at length a dep reverberation announcedannounce i
the tumble a succession of foaming cascades
by abich the watewatesa tff a lofty riverniver found
their way into the lakelandlake and whose picturesque
beauty was enhanced by the long lines of
glittering icicles which fringed ththe berhang
1i g rocks and the glacier like cone of ice the
spray had raised before it this duly ad-
mired we pressed on for the short day waswaa
drdrawingabitt to a close and justjut as the sun sank
behind the pine crest of a distant headland
we came tto0 a wide estuary whose further
point it formed beyond was lleilethelie farm and

I1 we urged the horses to a swifter pace for
I1 with the suns departure came ti great access
of cold

the estuary some eight mils wide stretch-
ed deedeep into the land and to save time we
drove straightraight acoss the rastvast sheet of ice
which bridged it night fell as we proceed-
ed but though the moon hadbad not yet risen
the misty reflection of the snow lighted uaus on
our way and ahead was the pro bonto y
abshowingowin g darkly against the starlit sky 1 weI e I1

hadbad aboutb t reached the centre of the bay when
1

a endsudsuddenienfen report like a discharge of artillartilleryeryseryl
filled the air and rolling back over the ice I1

was repeated by the thousandI echoes of the
wilds it was the unmistakable sound of
cracking ice and without a word I1 put the
horses to their speed the next moment a
yet louder and sharper concussion broke on
ththee silence quickly followed byaby a third which
sounded as if it rent the ice asunder

at enceonce the truth flashed upon uius As often
happens the heavy swell of that great inland
sea was breaking up the solid ice anaanoan so nrfeir
from land among the shattering fragmentsfrazfrag mentsmenta
we were in a position of the utmost peril in
which our only resource was flight and again
I1 urged OBon our bounding steeds meantime
my companions peered eagerly into the dim-
ness seeking to discover whre the danger
lay but the silvery haze baillen them and
we could only speed onan blindly at length
our horses stopped and looking before them
we perceived a dark belt of havingh water
the crack was across our rath and the
chasm was too broad for eurourur horses to leap
all left us therefore was to turn landward
and hurry on if haplyharly we might outstrip the
dangerbanwer but with each step the gap beside
us widenedid ened until it almost resembled a river
then it turned again and to our
cocoi sternation we discovered that the ice hadbad I1

parted 0on either sidebide of0 uaus cutcottinetine was off troia
land and leaving us iftfloating on a largeurge is-
land

I1

of ice which the swift current of the
riverniver webwes alreadyalready dairindrilias rapirapidlydyI1 out upon
the lake

what a suddenbudden adimay came over usits as we
gazed at the increasing chasm no effort of
ouraours could bridge the bridegroom waswa eager
to swim the space and bear tidings to thefamarm but it would only have been a useless
sacrifice of life for long ere he had gone half
the distance behe would gavehave died in his frozen
clothes there was but one chance left
that we might yet bit on some project in
point of the lake shore but as our raft
floated steadily further and furtherfarther out from
land that last hope vanished and before
lonzlong wew who had lateylately been soon joyous stood
adlysadly watching bethe white outline of the hilabilsadetadefade into the night as they whose last sight
of land it waswits and with the sorrowful know-
ledge that the only doubt remaining on our
doom was whether we should perish miser
amyably upon our frozen restingretting place or be swept
off into the ice cold waters of the lakel

it was a terrible prospect and the remem-
brance that we hadbad in a manner brought the
evil upon our own beads increased its bitter
n tftenfoldld had we but apprised any one
of0 our route when we diverged from the usual
track we should undoubtedly have been
sought for in canoes and most probablyabr res-
cued while as it was the blind path by
which we turned off to the shore would put
themthere all at fault the bridegroom ls self
reproaches were keenest of any ferfar liehe felt
himself the destroyer of the bride so lately
committed to h a care while the poor gilgligirlpirlrl
wept in utter abandonment of spirit not only
forfon the blighting of her bright hopes antlanil for
the youngyoungs life she must so shortly render uptip
but for the sudden parting from the beloved
ones she should never see again

meanwhile the moon rose in the deep blue
sky making beautiful flooding our ice
raft with its silvery light quuvveringeting in broken
rays on the broad lake which now rolled in
waves around aspus and shining like a cloty on
the distant hillsbills giving us one more gance at
earth

but was intense
from the frozen north swept overever the lake in
fitful gusts and seemed to latpurcepureeace us like icy
srarrowsa- eaand thoughboughs wrappedd in the heavy
sleighZ furgfurs we

I1crouchedbedLed within its n ayrow
limits we could scarce endure the rigor of the
nightht and worse than all our fair companion
had to share these hardships with no protec-
tion save the most sheltered corner otof the
sleighaleigh and the warmest wrapper yet she
never murmured but with the gentle heroism
dofher sex laid her headbead silently and now
terlessly on lerLIT husbands and I1
thought she prayed day at last broke on
this night otof misery and desolation theile
imperceptible current otof the lake had swept
us out of sighteight of land and the huge mass of
iceic lay steady as anrh asand among the bursur
rounding waveswavea we told ourselves we hadbad
no hope of rescue yet long and anxiously viv e
watched the circling horizonbarizon torfor voinesoine sign of
clothing aid addand it waswag with a deeper desponlepon

dencyency we didiscoveredI1 sc that as tarfar aas the eye
could reach there was nothing but lake and
sky save on one spot some five miles distant
where floated a fragment of our raitraft which
cracked from the commencement had parted
during the night bebearingaringi aayaway with it both
our horses and as the layday worew orbore on another

I1 hardship was added which redoubled all the
rest that of hunger since the preceding
morninmorningt we hadbad eaten nothing and our long
exposureexposire to the cold began to make the want
severely felt while though manymany birds flewlew
over the lake not one came within reach of
our riflesrides to soften this new calamity I1

two days passed and no words can tell the
intensity of our sufferings as we floatedfloatefloatationilontionon
that frozen prison which the winds and waves
appearedppe ared powerless to destrodestroy each hour
served but to augment our misery and when I1

thebet third layday broke upon us cold and exhaus-
tion

I1

t wrewere fast doing their work and we lay
helplessly in the corners of the sleigh as it
seemed about to die but the young bride
still bore up whether it was the unbroken
vigor of her youth sustained her or that mar-
velous endurance of her sex which has BOso
often carried themthern through wreck and tem-
pest I1 know not but she was still compara-
tively and while she drew ourouri
coveringscoverings more closely bouvilroul d us she earnestlyearnt ly
enentreated us still to hope and trust I1 began
to think with horror that a time would shortly
come when the unhappy girl would bebe left
alone upon the ice

thus another night closed on our sore ex-
tremitytremity and we did not think to live it out
As the hours passed a furious storm arose
upon the lake lashing its waters into foaming
billows which dashed against our raft as if
they sought to shatter it to pieces clouds i

black as ink rolled over the sky and appe ired j

to nilfill the air and to crown all the faintness
of our hunger was succeeded by raging pains
almost beyond endurance and yet which
seemed hourly to increase never have I1
suffered as I1 did that night it was well nigh
maddening and many times as we sat cower-
ing within the sleigh listening to the rushing
of the waves did we almost pay that they
would overwhelm our raft at once and end
our misery at length this desire seemed
granted there was a sudden crash and a
violent concussion aaas though wtwe hadbad 11truckstruck
upon a rock and the billows beat andanil roared
more wildly than ever but in the darkness
we could distinguish nothing and pressing
down our hunger we sat with clasped hands
and bowed heads awaiting our doom white
we still waited the dawn crept over twethe skybwy
and owrour indomitable bride springing up ut-
tered a cry of joy henthen threw herself weeping
in her husbandshushua banda arms Bborefore MBus rising in
bills and valleys lay the snow claddad land and
against itits icy border our raft was tightly

in we it not gale
hehadhidd blown flom the south and by tletiethe mercy
of providenceProvidencepcej it had driven uaus back to the
northern shorechore of the lake and thus saved
our lives

not far off the ascending smoke announced
a dwelling but we hadhail no strength to reach
it so we fired our rifles a signal which quick
ly brought the inhabitants to the horethore ththey
proved to have been mernwernmembersbersberb of the late weawed
ding frolic and nothing could exceed their
astonishment and loytoy at our discovery which
was utterly despaired of every possible
cirecare and kindness was lavished upon tiesus anandd
the brides parents and friends summoned to
rejoicejoicer over their lost lamb that was found
alls well that ends well weire thankfully

agreed but never shall I1 forget the intense
mismigmiseryry and bufferingsuffering of tthathat adventure on I1tuethe11 e
ice

AN EPISODE THAT LED TO MATRI
MONY

mr bradshawBrad shair M P for canterbury who
feilfellfellletl inin love with alissmiss mariaalaria treestree beaheabearintbearingrint
that the had taken a place in the
birmingham mail booked the rest for him-
self inthein the name of tomkinsTom kinsking and resolved to
make the mostmoat of the opportunity afforded
him unfortunatelytuna tely hisbia lineage aidainandA the

went by one mail vellewhilewhile he through
a mistake traveled by another

on arriving at birmingham I1 early in the
morning mrair bradshaw left the coach aydandand
stepped into the hotel determined to remain
there and go20 to the theatre on the following
eveneveningnx he went to bed and slept late on
the fofollowingwing day and on waking he remem-
bered that hisbis trunk hadbad gone on to manches-
ter and that he waswag without fhethe means of
payinpaying his way seeseeingilgrig the bank of bir
minamingtn inghamham opposite the hotel behe went over and
explained hisbis position to one ntof the partners
giving his own bankers address in london
and showing letters addressed to him as mr
bradshaw upon this behe was told thatbat with
suchbuch credentials he might have a loan and
the banker aaidsaid he would write the necessary
letter and check and send the money over to
him at the hotel pleased wiwihh his kind at-
tention mr bradshaw sat himself down
comfortably to breakfast in the cotteecoffee room
according to promise the cashier made hisfile
appearance at the hotel and asked the waiter
for mrair bradshaw

no such gentleman here was the reply
oh yes hebe came by the london mail
no sirair no oie came but mrair tomkinsTo

who waswag booked as inside passenger to man-
chester

the cashiercashler wasivas dissatisfied but the waiter
added sir youyo can look through the window
of the coffee room door and seethegeesee thothe gentleman
yourself

on doing BOso behe beheld mr tomkins aliasaliar
mr bradshaw andantl immediately returned to

the bank telling what he himself had heard
and seen the banker went over to the hotel
had a consultation with the landlord and itwas determined thatthata a watch should be placed
upon the auspicioussuspicious person who hadbad two
names and no luggage and who waswab booked
to manchester but hadbad stopped at binning

the landlord summoned bootsboota a little
1
i lame fellow off most ludicrous appearance
and pointing to the gentleman in the

toldtou him his duty for the day was to
follow him whereverhereverreyer be went and never to
lose bightsight otof himbim but above all to taka care
that hebe did not getgetawayaway boots nodded as-
sent and immediately mounted guardhaving taken his breakfast and read the
papers mrair bradshawBradahawbaw looked at his watch
and sallied forth to see something of the
goodly town of birmingham ilehe wabwaa mmachmuchach
surprised at observing a little old looking man
8surveyingrveying him most attentivelyattentive yandand watching
hhi everye ve ry movementmovernent stoppingtoppingI1 wheneverAh enever hebe
stopstoppedpadantiand evidently ttakingaking a deepdeelo interest
iin aallailI1 I1 behe did at last observing abathethat ha
was the obobjectec t 0off ththiais and finding
that be Mhad a shilling left in his pocket behe
hailed one of the coaches that ran short dis-
tances iain those days when omnibusesomnibuses were
not thisthibchist however did not suit little boots
who went up to him and insisted that behe must
not leave the town

mrair BradBradsha indignation wagwaa naturally
excessive and he immediately returned to the
hotel where he found a constable ready to
take him bbeforefore the mayor as an impostor and
swindler he was compelled to appear llieIliebeforetoisfois
hishia worship nudnod mortification of being told
hatthatbat unless behe rouldcould give some explanation hahe
nilstmust be content with a nights lodgingbodginhadiinn Aa
loubelouse of detention mr bradshaw badhad no
alternativeilternative but to send to the fair charmer of
lisbis heart to identify him which she most
readily did as soon as rehearsal was over
explanations were then entered into but he
was forced to give the reason of hisbis being in
minghamberminghamBr which of course made a due im
assionrs sionslon on the ladys heart and led to that
nappylappy result of their interviews a marriage
which resulted in the enjoyment of mutual

for many years captain gro
reminiscences

A GREEN HORN IN AN EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

on a pleasant sunday morning during the
rectorship of dr wainwrightwa inwright I1 accompanied
a young countrycoticoif relative down to the church
joini order that behe might not only hearbear that
strsarlingsterlingling old divine preacher but that he might
listen to music the like of which hadbad never
penetrated bibbis tympanum before The youth waswaa
from thehe statstatee of vermont and this being hibishiss
first sight and hearing of episcopal worship
behe seemed deeply absorbed in the proceed-
ings the gratedgrayed strains from the choir of

we praise thee 12 to thee all angels cry
aloud to the cherubim and seraphim
ac together with the deep and tender pathos
otof when thou bathaa overcome the sharpness
of death thou open the kingdom of
heaven to a I1 belbeibelieversleyersfevers 21 at once charmed andana
subdued him not insensible to the power of
music then and at the present time fta profi-
cient behe has probably never fogotten thathetb
heavenly harmony of old grace church choir
it was not the music alone however which
attracted his wonderment tutlutbut the venerable
priest the flowing surplice the reading of
prayers from a book the frequent changing
of postures3 tures kneeling down and standing up
the congregational resrepresponsere porse all combined to
make a sensible impression after the morn
ing service had been finished and the first
psalm or hymn bad been announced the
roctor left the chancel fortor the vestry room
aaas you are aware iais the custom that behe

might throw odtheoff the surplice and the
scholastic gown at this pontpout mymt young
vermont friend supposed that matters had
about come to a conclusion and that church
waswaa going out and I1 shall never fo getpet hishibbi

i puzzled expression of countenance when hahe
observed dr wainwrightabt ascending the palpt
pitpil in his black gown you dont say theres
any more to be done he inquired why
faint they got through the yet on
eexplainingveaaning to him that the bermonsermon waswag about
to be preached he seemed more perplexed than
ever and in a moment or two be was touch-
ing my elbag again remarking well there
if I1 aint fairly took in I1 thought that was
another minister entirely but I1 see that isi
the identical gentleman that was rigged out
I1in his white connarn a little while ago
E lj Y commercial advertiser

I1 CUT ortOFT tirtitTHEE bacaBACK LEGS or youit cams
1I will tell youyon a secret worth knowing A

thousand thingthings not worth half as much have
been patented and elevated into ia busine s it
is this if you cutcutoffoff the back legslega of your
chairs roso that the back part of the seat will
be two inches lower than we front parrpart it
willivill gregreatlyatly relieve tbthee fatigue of sittingsittings and
keep your spine in much better shape the
principal fatiguefatigueinAn sitting comescome frfremm your
sliding forward and ibus straining the liligaiigaga
ments and muscles of the smallsmail of the back
the expedient I1 have advised will obviate
this tendency and as I1 have suggested
add greatlyCrbatly to the comfort of thehe sit-
ting posture the front edge of a chair should
not be tiboreiloreorgore than fifteen inches high for the
average nanpianplan nor more than fourteen for the
average woman the averaaveragee chalrlschair is now
sevenbevenseventeenteon inches for allah which no amoamount of
blantinslanting91inn tthohabhaseatseat can make comfortable
lewis gymnasium


