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LAND AND LABOR IN UTAH.

There is a strong desire manifested by
some to disparage and speak lightly of
what has been done by the Latter-day
Saints, in settling and opening up this
Territory. As the great difficultiesthat
had and have to be contended with
gradually disappear before the industry,

V

energy and perseverance of the people, |

TH E: DEBERET NEWS.

and unscrupulousness are the prevail-

ing characteristics, after it has been
made valuable at such an enormous ex-
pense. It is much easier to enter upon

. {land in this Territory, that has cost

those who first opened it such an
amount to make it cultivatable, than it

is to open up new places where all the
difficulties that exist here in the way of
opening up settlements have to be con-
tended with. But it does indicate strong
presumption, and borders somewhat on
the ridiculous, to hear men talk of hav-
ing made this country what it is, who
never cultivated a foot of soil in the
Territory, and never expended a dime

| here except for their own personal use
and gratification.

Assertions of this character have been
made, exposing those who uttered them
to the contempt of every sensible, in-
formed person in the Territory; and it
may be we will next be told that those
individuals came here first, performed
all thelabor that has been done in open-
ing up the country, and that they look

new-comers, imbued with a disposition
to underrate  their labors, will look
around and in the evidences of comfort

upon the Iatter-day Saints as having

‘newly arrived here where they found

and prosperity to be scen, with the ap- E & beautiful country, well cultivated and

parent age of the settlements, will fool-
ishly think and incorrectly =ay thatthe
settling of Utah was a comparatively
easy task.  But apart from the peculiar
circumstances under which we came
here, there are certain' faets, sustained
by figures, concerning labars performed

which will, to a limifted extent, show |

that in reclaiming this once inhospita-
ble wilderness, the labor aud expense
of time and means were =uch as would
have discouraged almost any other peo-
ple situated as we were. These thoughts
have been induced by readingasuccinct
report of the lubors and expenditure in.
volved in bringing into cultivation the
lands occupied in the southern portion
of this Territory. The report was fur-
nished by br. J. G. Bleak to Pres. L.
Snow, of the southern mission. That
some idea may be formed of the labor
done and the cost at which southern
Utah has been settled, we submit the

following facis which we have gleaned |

from the report:
The 8t. George field, on the Rio Vir-
gen contains 420 acres, 300 of which
have been cultivated during the past
season. The canal to irrigate this field
- i8 54 miles long, and has cost from its
eommencement in December, in 1861,
until August, 1866, the sum of $26,611;
of this amount $4,020 were expended on
54 rods of tunnel. This makes a tax of
a little over $63 per acre to merelybring
the water to the land. For the last two
years it has cost $10 per acre annually
for water'tax, or to keep the canal in
I'condition, and bring the water un-
to the land. This field is fenced, the
fenc¢e being 2§ mileslongand protecting
175 acres of grass land as well as the
eultivated land.
8t. George has a field on the Santa
Clara, watered by a canal nine miles in
length, which has cost in the past four
year henrly $12,000, Lesides $2 an acre
annually, as water tax, for.the last two
years. . |
St. George has als

well watered farms, aid all the com-
forts of life which the old settlers have
by years of industry, toil and economy
gathered around them. Statements
have been made as far from the truth as
this one, were it made, and people v ho
did not know the facts may have believ-
ed them.

But there is another view which can

| be taken of this matter. Neighboring

States and Territories are occasionally
referred to in a eulogistic manner, to
show how much has been done in them
for enhancing the greatness, “wealth
and importance of the natien. Their
precious metals are spoken of, with the
large expenditures in machinery and

labor to develop them and thereby add
to the national wealth, In tending to
imcrease the actual—not fictitious—
wealth of the nation, and its correspond-
ing greatness,
much greater degree of credit than she
ever received; while her actual expendi-
ture for that purpose reaches figures
that would astonish statisticians, We
have not space to refer to any bui one
of the settlements named in the report;
but if any competentarithmetician will
take the trouble and labor to reckon up
the varioussettlements in the Territory,
with their canals, water ditches, fences,
roads, bridges and other public works

for the purpose of making property

| valuable and useful, independent of

private improvements, he will find
that the amount of actual expenditure
will reach a figure that bhut few have
begun to imagine.

Granted that thishas been ail done by
the people to insure their subsistence
and comfort, and increase their proper-

| ty; where are the public-spirited peo-

ple who invest that which might well
be considered colossal fortunes for the
national wealth and greatness without
individual interest being involved?
All that has been done here has tended

{ to make more valuable this part of the
o-another field at  mational terzitory, and adds to the in-

Heberville, ‘watered’ by ‘a ‘canal three ! trinsic greatness of the Republie. And

milés Tong, made at an expenseof nearly
$7,000, including the labor. on a dam,
Or,sin'other words, the people of St.
Gedga h!;;i Exgendcd in“bringingwa-
ter to the land they cultivate nearly®45 -
Wﬁ.‘;ﬁ! for this they have a frgﬂfiqn
ov -acres for each man-—not each
persor~which has cost not far from £70
peraere. This is independent of water
tax"ﬁﬁﬂ, ﬁl_l--a&sesai;d'tax}eaj and of every
kind.of Jlabor on the land to produce
crops; being simply the cost of ¢utting
the caridls to tiring water for itrigation
to it—or, that which the seftlers had to
paydo the arid and. forbidding soil for
thalprivilege of cultivating.

€T not s mively wonder that recent | .
MIJI‘FQIS,EIH,IHHI ook upon the uuuntry'

and desire to possess it, where avarice

sad [l .

- . P‘

:
£

\ her the point of excellen

if States and- Territories are to receive
merit and encomiuams for their expen-
diture and labors for'this purpose, Utah
is entitied to oceupy a place in the front
rank. By these that we bhave noted,
and by Kindred labors, she has opened
up = countiry scarcely known and deem-
ed utterly valueless until her cilizens
come and settled it, the pioneer of a
number of States and Territories rapid-
lyh risi:;ﬁ.;in wealth and importance.
Thus, direclly and indirectl ide

by outside cai;ital, she hatéyﬁmlltg?dmg;
aided in accomplishing all that isclaim-

ed for her surrounding meighbors and
to & degree that compels
ge.

The field of. thought thus opened up
Is extensiye; and no doubt many eflee-
Lions will be suggested by the few, facts
addueed.

Utah is entitled to a

{
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Lonor to yield | der, virtue, comfort and happiness pre-

A DIFFERENCE, AND THE
CAUBE.

During the last thirty years and over,
many well meaning people throughout
the Christian world have made and are
making strenuous efforts to ameliorate |
the condition of mankind, by the ap-
plication of those practical principles of
the gospel which are, somehow, but
seldom associated with the gospel by its
professed teachers. PeaceSocietieshave
been formed; Peace Congresses have
met and discussed national and inter-
national aflairs; benevoleat associations
have been called into existence; societies
have been organized to reclaim the fall-
en, relieve the destitute, succor the af-
flicted, enlighten the ignorant, reclaim
the wicked and convert the heathen,

For centuries thousands of paid and
trained priests have been professedly
endeavoring to lead mankind to obey
the preceipts of, and pattern after, the
Prince of Peace, whose life was Iustrous
with pure and holy actions. Butduring
the last quarter of a century extra
efforts have been made,—some by pro-
fessing Christians, others by avowed
infldels—to lead the human family into
better and- happier ways than those in
which they were treading.

What iz the result? It would be
mournful to relate it, were it not for the

conviction that where man has failed a |

Higher than man will succeed. With
thousands on thousands of paid teachers,
declaredly inculcating virtue, morali-
ty and holiness, corruption, immorality
and impurity have increased with a
rapidity that is sadly terrible; with
Peace Societies, Peace Congresses and
Peace Conventions at work, aided by
menof vastinfluenceamong their fellow-
men, the spirit of war and bloodshed was
never more rampant and never so wide
spread as it is to-day. Iniquity spreads
over the earth likea fearful epedemie; it
festersin high places, eats into the heart
of the nations, and grows so fast that the
efforts made to dwarf and keep it with-
in bounds seemi but to give it fresh
vigor. These are not rash statements,
but stern facts, fully borne out by the
daily record of crimes against Heaven
and man, which darken the press of
entire Christendom. -

Now the very word which we have
used fo designate that portion of the
earth inhabited and governed by pro-
fessed Christians, leads us back to the
origin of the name, and the reason why
it has been adopted and used by =o-call-
ed civilized nations. The inhabitants
of those nations profess belief in Christ,
and in the prineciplesthathetaught. His

' mission was to bring blessings to man-

kind; the gospel he taught was a gospel
of peace; it demands purity. of thought
and action, brings unity aud love, and
where obeyed and praecticed produces

permanent peace with all the accom-"

panying blessings. The condition of
Christendomdoes notexhibit these. Dis-
cordant seets, warring parfies, nations

& ™ - I-
arming or engaged in conflict, crime|”
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all frontier settlements. And this con-
dition of society exists ina degree of ex-
cellence in proportion as the principles
of the gospel are received and obeyed.
Wedo not draw this distinction to
make it manifest that our people are bet-
ter than all the rest of mankind; but to
show that the gospel of Christ produces
all that the scriptures declare it will
produce, and that the peace, union
and virtues therein inculeated are not
merely theories set down to be dilated
upon with rhetorical display, but are
realities which can be practically de-
monstrated by every man whowill con-
form to the condition of life required.
We honestly say to all the world, that
so fast and so far as they travel from
the gospel which has been offered freely
to them for the last thirty-six years, so
fast and so far will they travel their
present downward career to greater dis-

union, increased erime and more ter-
rifie struggles of bloodshed., The asser-
tion may be unheeded, but its truth re-
mains the same. Asfor the slanders
uttered against the Latter-day-Saints,
prompted by prejndice, malice and even
meaner motives, they but prove how
utterly base men can become, and how
much they can disregard honor and
honesty of principle.
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ETOMIZ J'TINMS,

SABUATH MEETING er John Taylor de-
livered an interes diseonrse in the forenoon,
treating on the carrying of the gospel to the na-
tions, his own ‘early acquaintance with the
truth, and some of the blessings to be derived
from obedience to the commandments of God.

Afternoon.

Elder George Q. Cannon spoke of the hless-
ings we enjoy as a people, the fulfiliment of pro-
phecy in the present condition of the Salints,
the rapid progress of the work and its future
glorious prospects; and pointed out that we
bhave received every blessing, promised by the
Lord which we have been prepared to enjnr.s
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THEATRICAL.—On Tuesday evening the fine
little comedy, the Follies of a Night, was per-
formed. Thesituations and dialogue arelively,
and the characters were well sustained, The
Irwins appeared as the Duchess de m
and Pierre Palliot, and in both parts well'sue-

tained their reputations, r. MeKenzie as
Druggendraft was very good. The piece gave

-

!
!

much satisfaction.
Kate Kearney followed, and was agaln well
received. .
On Thursday evening the Irwins made their
last appearance. The bill for the occasion was
a varied and excellent one, commencing with
Dot, or the Cricket on the Hearth, which was
followed by Dominique the Deserter, and the
enlertainment closed with Advertising for =
Wife: In the first, Mrs, Irwin appeared as Dot,
Mr, Irwin as Perrybingle, Mr, McKenzie as Ca-
leb Plummer, Mr, Dunbar as Tackleton, Miss
Adams as Bertha and Miss Alexander as Tilly
Slowboy, while the spirit of the ericket was sus-
tained by the favorite little Dellie. The piece
was very well rendered, each “chirp” finding a
sympathetic response with the audience.
Dominiqueisacharasterin whichMr.Irwin ap-
pears to advantage, Hissupposition that he has,
though unwillingly, recelved the especial pro-
tection of Satan in the Gemtleman in Black,
leads to much ludicrans business, which was
admirably played. Mr. McKenzie was the Gen-
tleman in Black; Miss N, Colebrook, Lady
Blanche; Miss Alexander, her piquant waiting
woman; Mr. Lindsay, the villain De Lache, and
Mr. Graham, Blanche’s brother D'Anville,
Advertising for a Wife kept the honse in

ate of laughter throughout its performance.
Al the elose of the first piece the Irwins were

increasing, corruption overwhelming,— | called forand appeared, when Mr. Irwin made
these do not look like the effects of the | a few remarks, tendering thanks for past cons-

gospel. They &
that which it was revealed to proguee.

i

are th‘ﬂw opposite of | 'esies and bidding the audience and the pubiie

here good-bye,
Weare pleased to be able to speak favorably

It is with no boasting or spirit ofvain- | or the style and appearance of Miss E. Snow

inhabit these valleys; and invite atten-
tion to their unity, peaece, good will and
fraternal feelingz, It is simply to show

 that obed ience fo the gospel can and

will secure all the blessings which have
been promised to aceompany it. We
ask right-minded men who travel

glory that we turn to the people who | #ud Miss N. Colebrook, late debutantes.

The playing on Saturday evening was spir-

|'ited, natural, anddid not continue too long.

The Gunmaker of Moscow was rendered in cap-
ital style and gave much satisfaction, Pouter's
Weddingis an excellent farce, with some good
character parts for so shortand light a piece.
he cast in it was an unusally strong one forae
afterpiece, and the ladies and gentlemen enga-
ged did justice to the author. Itisgratifyingto

thrﬂugh our cities and SEtﬂEIﬂEHtE. if | 8eec our home talent thus eflicient and capable,

they cannot bear testimony to the ex-

istence ' in them of thoge very  things
| which philanthropists have been trying

fo secure to mankind. Peace, good or-

1

| stresd, and becoming yery popular,

'vailyerime is comparatively unknown |:

' in most of them, and but very rare even

1in those which have a floating . povula-
i tion of that class who are the .bane of | hiscarg.

{ man, and can turn ont excellent articles

and manifesting a desire 1o exert themselves
for tho enjoyment and amusement of the puh-
lic. *

THesinging of ‘Mps, Carcless wis well ‘execn.
ted and encored. She isan accomplizlied sone-

THoMAS THORPE bas a stocking-frame, which
be has broughit from Europe, and he will weave
all kinds of haose on it, He is a capital ‘work-
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