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from philadelphia and harpersharper ferry
athefor the making of the road it is9 as dry
as ia botiebone and as smooth as a floor and
you ride for almost a mie in your
0accent

1

gent to the house proper you wind
in11 a kindand out through i he fL rest now going

rthrough
1

tiffough acres of green velvet past beds
off luxuriant plants by the great barn

bich contains mr elkins horses past
a garden big enough to supply a new
york hotel till you come to the ledge
ooon which the housebouse stands

ITS WONDERFUL INTERIOR

the front of the house faces the forest
and it is only its back that can be seen
from the valley it is an immense
structure otof three stories so carefully
planned anat its beauty rather than its
size is impressive its big rooms are so
furnished that there is nothing barnbain like
giboutabout them and the houehou e is more I1likeike
a comfortable home than a millionaires
palacealace and still its size is enormous
the stone ptpi ach which runs about its
two sides is teetfeet long and so wide
that youou could run a freight car around
it anicotand not touch the edge of the walls
the main feature olof the ground floor is
theibe hallball which runs through the center
and into which the manorspariors the library
aridand the dining room open this hall is
gobig that you could drive a wagon load
olof bay in through the front doors and
driveettive out again without grazing the
woodworkwood work sixteen big chairs and two
large solassofas form a part of its furniturelurniture
and it has a fireplace at one side which
eats up wood by thethe cord and in which
the logs are put without sp bitting or saw-
ing at the right as you enter is the
parlor and beyond this the senators
library this library has the biggest
fireplace in the unitedenned states and the
room is I1 venture larger than any com
matte room in the capitol it is walled
with books and the pictures of the
great americans of the time who are
close friends of senator elkins look
down iromfrom its walls opposite the par-
lor is the dining room which is 1I judge
asaft big as the cadininging room of the white
house and atheatte tables of which from
thirtypirty to forty often sit down to dinner
senator elkinselkiins keeps optopan n house and
hishij friendships are so many that he has
plenty of guests not long ago he had
a large number of friends stoppingstepping with
kankbun when a crowd of sixteen more ap-
peared without notice mrs elkins took
ewecare otof them all and nearly every guest
hadbad his own sleeping room the bed
rams are arrangedarran gid in suites each otof
which has an elegant bath room with a
porcelain tub and some of the guest
rooms are enormous the furniture
however makes them look smaller and
it gives you some idea of the size of the
house when I1 say that it took many car
loads of furniture to fit out the rooms
the house is heatedheaed by steam and it
has all modern conveniences it has its
own gas plant but it will soon be sup-
plied with electricity and the steam will
com

I1
efrom the railroad companascompanys works

arkin the town the ice house connected
with it now contains tons of ice and
the senator has all the luxuries otof the
ityty here on the top otof the allegheny
mountains he entertains like a prince
and his home life is delightful

ABOUT BIOS ELKINS
t
this mountain estate is named after

djs wife it is ccalledled Hallie hurstburst 11

bif wordrd hursthr 1 beansans woodid andAndfoelkinskadain wasw 8 yyouoil know miss hallie
davi theit daughterr of senator henryht atry

G davis when the senator married her
now twenty years ago

henry G davis was then the demo-
cratic senator iromfrom west virginia
stephen B elkins is now the republican
senator from that state and this is the
first instance of a woman being the
daughter of one senator and the wife of
another both from the same state
senator elkins was in congress at the
time of his marriage and miss davis
was one otof the belles of the capital 0odd
senator thurman told her that elkinselkin
was a man with a future aridand urged her
not to make the mistake otof letting him
go it was however a case of love on
both sides and the marriage has been a
most happy one mrs elkins is today
one of the most accomplished women olof
the country she is wrapped
up in the senator and her children and
she is his helpmeet and in every
senseseme of the word it was she who
planned this house in connection with
the architect and she it is who manages
it shebhe has executive ability and I1 am
toldcold that she is almost as good a
cian as her husband the two have tour
boys the eldest of whom is nineteen
and one girl miss catherine who atai
nine is the baby of the family and who
isaii a bostinhost in herself in addition to10 these
senator elkins married daughter mrs
bruner and her husband are now with
him and his father who at eighty six is
one otof the brightest old young men olof
the country is an important part of the
establishment
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A TALK wiwirtara s B0

thehe weed senator discusses
alieabe bissu st tt alikeli day cudaud nf ula
HllKlon alenty and roll
ties
senator elkins is one of the most

charming conversationalconversationalistsests in public life
he likes to talk and his association with
the prominent men otof the past hasbas been
so close that hishib reminiscences arearc mustmusi

oudu ing my stay at his huse
I1 felt very biose to10 grant and biarne
his library is tilled with relics and me-
mentoes of them and mr aikins knew
them so weilwed that kaiking with him
them seems almostalmose like chatting
the men themselves one morning I1
remember I1 asked himaim tuto explain to me
the meaning olof a irame filled wittiwith close
ly written maeuser pt containing manyman
erasuresera and corrections which hung un
one of the walls otof his library that
said hebe is the hratfirby brait of Blaiblames
estimate of grantgram which hec published in
his book I1 nisnib manuscript had some
thing to do in bringing giant and blame
together and to mmokemkeke them frields
again they were great men and jii
lemedsi emed a pity to weme they should
not be intends I1 duew them both very
well while they were not on good
terms I1 was liang near gen grant on

street in new york and during his
tauerlatter days I1 visitvisitedd himaim very frequently
I1 otien had blaine visiting me and I1
would excuse my sell and stysay I1 wanted
to go over and ee grant torfor an nourhour
grant would ask me about aud
blameblaine never hadbad a bidbad word to siys ity

against grant the two men were toutoo
great to stoop to little things at this
ume i1 hadbad a summer house at dier
park and grant came uupp and spent a
week or so wah me I1 got to know him
better at that ume he looked upon me

as a kind of a boy and I1 was as much
at ease with him as with you one day I1
I1 got a letter iromfrom blaine in which he
spoke very kindly otof grant and I1 then
asked grant why he and blaine ccoulduld 1

not be on better terms said 1 1
you are botnboth great men anand it I1

seems to me as great americans yyol
ought not to go on through the woride
closing your carcadeeee s without being clos
er to one another here is what blaine
has written me about you and I1 knowknori
that he has eniy the kindest
ward youou I1 wish you two coula ccomeal
together

grant thereupon said that he had toho
objection and shortly after this when tte z

was at washington mr and mrs Biblanieludle
called upon him and vt ere wellweli received
and the two became reconciled A

HOW GRANT FELT IN BATTLE
gen grant benator elkins w

on was a great big man ane c
you gutgot tuto him the bigger he grew
was a broad gauge man in eaeryery s
of the word aridand entirely ti ab and
with all his greatness he was tthe soul orof
simplicity simplicity beloibelongsgs to great

1

ness you know and no greit man washwa
ever a selfish man one day as we sat
on my porch chatting anuand looking out
over the mountains the thought of hihis
great in the war came to me and
I1 asked I1

11 general I1 want you to tell me haf 0
a great man feels when he is in the
fiust otof a battle which is to decide perpel
naps the fatefaie of a nation and makeeakettAL

mark in history for all time knowing to
he does tha the world is looklooking 0oft
and the bucce s or the failure of tie
battle is largely dependent upon bunas
the commandercomma

grant smoked a moment and replie didt
111 I cant say now how I1 felt all that
thuuglit of was whipping the enemy aedaltol
putting down the ilion and saving
the union

THE RELIGION OPOF GRANT AND

senator was grant a religiousre linious
man

yes was the reply he was al41 k

simplesimpie earnest crristianCu ristian
how about blaine
blameblaine had a strong faith in religionsreligion

replied senator elkins and lie CA t
everything he could to strengthen ilit
he would never discuss the foundations
of his faith he did not want to doubt
and he did not want to reason ooon the
matter his mother was a Catholic and
this influenced him greatly and mad-el

him respect her faith I1 am told theabe
cardinal and father tom sherman saw
mr blameblaine belorebefore hisbis death and
last time he went to church it was at
the church of the Covcovenantenaut in wash-
ington which is you know presby-
terian

ELKINS AND RELIGION

how about voursyourself
i

elf senator you
are a catholic aarere you not

no replied senator elkinsaikins ial1I
come iromfrom the old cast iron Scotscottish
presbyterian stock my ancestors werewem
ail protestants and my church is dmdie
christian church somesometimeskimes known as
the church otof the disciples or camp
bellittsbetbel lites which I1 joined while at col ege
during my term in congress I1 attended
the new york avenue presbyterian
church and I1 suppose I1 will go back
there when I1 return to the capital to live
the reason why I1 sometimes have bebeba
thought to be a Cathcatholiccrik arises fromfirm aka
fact that I1 have a great many Cadicatholicollo


