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faster than zny man I ever saw. Since
that time none of the preachers have
dared to meet "a Mormon Elder, be-
cause he knows too mueh about the
Bihle.”

Besides the ones I have mentioned,
Elder John Z. Brown and President
Frank H. Cutler have preached sever-
al times to our people, and all have
done much good and made true and
sincere friends. They are steadlly
galning ground and I hope the time
wlili not be Jong ere the true Gospel
wlill llghten every portion of our loved
““S8unny Southland.” Heaven's rich-
est blessing rest upon the Etders and
crown with abundant sueccess their
great mission! RONA.

IN VIRGINIA.

Sandy River, Pittsylvania Co.,, Va.,
May 20, 1898,

With pleasure I submit for the peru-
sal of the many readers of the “News"
a brief aceount of a branch conference
held at Patterson, Wythe county, Va.,
April 30 and May 1, 1898, at which were
predent Elder SBamuel E, Taylor, E. M.
Wilkinson, T. C. Romney, and a goodly
number of Saimts and friends.

The conference days rolled around,
bringing with them delightful weather.
It was neither too warm nor too cold.
Just o happy medium. The surface of
the earth was covered with a beautifu]
carpet of dark green, the monotony of
which was broken here and there by
its rich decorations of wild flowers of
varied hues, the odor of which was
wafted to and fro on the refreshing
zephyrs as they played gally o'er hill
and vale.

The birds sang sweet lays, filling the
alr with varied melody as they Aitted
about in the tree tops.

In fact, the whole scene was well
caleulated to draw one's mind from
this corrupt and sin-stained world, al-
lowing bis thoughts and Imaginations
to fly back six thousand vears to the
time when man was residing in a well
watered garden, swaylng his scepter
over the entire unlverse, One thing
which added to the enchaptment of
the scene, and which was not enjoyed
in the days of Eden was the orotund
volce of the darkey heard singing, "0,
de ole time rellgion Is good enuflf fo'
me.*

Our eomference, which hegun at 10:20
Saturday morning, was held in a va-
cant bullding which was seated for the
occasion. Elder Samuel E. Taylor con-
ducted the services. The Tprincipal
speakers at our conference were Elders
8. E. Taylor, E. M. Wilkinson and T.
C. Romney, though strong testimondes
were bhorne by the president of the
branch, and hy C. 0. Richmond, W. D.

Rotenberry and W. O, Tomlinson,
Teachers of the branch, and John
Roberts, superintendent of the Sah.

bath school. The chlef topics treated
were Faith, a Principle of Power, Re-
pentence, the Holy Ghost, Reveiation,
and the Word of Wisdom.

The Spirit of the Lord was richly
poured out upon the speakers and the
Saints and friends listeped with rapt
attention and deep interest to the in-
structions as they fell from the lips of
the servants of the Lord laboring un-
der that dlvine Spirit.
were held the first day and
second, all of which were well
tended.

| the joy which he encounters

worlds. The words took
effect. The Saints have made up their
mind that they will lilve better llves
In the future. and five of our “friends’”
were baptized by us at the close of our
excellent conference, which raised the
number belonging to the Patterson
Branch to thirty-eight, the first of
whlch were baptized last August hy
Elder H. D. 8mlth and myseif at the
close of a two  weeks meeting
held in a church. Elder E. M. Wilkin-
son,” who 8o ably assisted us at our
conference wasg the first to enter the
waters of baptism. He was a Metho-
dist exhorter, a leading medical doc-
tor of Wythe county, and held a high
county position. Last fall he was or-
dained an Elder and set apart to fil}
a mission to the Southern States hy
Apostles Lyman and Cowley, who
came down to pay us a visit,and which
visit was highly appreciated hy all
the Elders of thls conference.

My itinerary in the *“0Old Dominlon"
has been something over two and one
half years duration (having left my
home in Old Mexico three years next
September) during which I have met
with a variety of experiences, most of
which har been very agreeable. True
it is a missionary for Christ comes in
contact with some contradictions, but
iIn the
knowledge that he !s dolng the Mas-
ter's will fully compensates him for
all Inconveniences. A great portion of
my time has been spent In canvassing
and holding meetings in the cltles of
Richmond, Norfolk, Portsmouth and
Lynchburg, where we saw the hand of
God made manlifest in our behalf upon
many occasions, Our work was per-
formed in the manner prescribed by

the eternal

. those placed over us in the Priesthood

—we traveling ahsolutely without purse
or Bcrip, and as a result of our obedt-
ence unto counsel given, we were
greatly favored of the T.ord. Shoes,
clothing, stationary, stamps, food and
shelter were all provided, in fact we
iacked for nothng that wou!ld have heen
for our gouod.

In traveling among the Elders in
thelrreapective flelds of labor, we find
them all Imbued with the proper spirit,
which should and always does actuate
all successful mesengers of God’'s Holy
Word. They are accomplishing a noble
work. TUnder thelr administrations the
glek are healed, the lame are made to
walk, and the eyes of the blind are
opened.

Ever praying for the welfare of Zlon
1 remalin an Elder In the cause of truth,

THOMAS C. ROMNEY,

NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE.

Norwood, Masaachusetts,
May 17, 1898,

The Elders laboring In the eastern
part of the New England States met
for conference at 33 Summer street,
Lynn, Mass., on the l6th and 17th of
April. There were sixteen Elders pres-
ent. The flrst meeting was at 3 p.m.
Saturday. Elder H. H. Kinsman pre-
sided. The tlime was occupied hy El-
ders Kinsman, 8. 8, Hooker, J. W, Hud-
son and J. W, Dunyon. The weather
being unpleasant, the attendanee was
small.

The time was occupled in the even-

Three meetings ing by a Priesthood meeting; In which
two thelall of the Elders reported their labor
at- | during the winter.
The endeavor was made by| ed that the conference was In a very

Elder Kinman stat-

the Elders to impregs upon the minds good condition and that the work ts

of the Saints the idea that though Lheylprogreusing rapidly.
the spoke very encouragingly of their labor

had been adopted citlizens into

All of the Elders

kingdom of God, thelr salvation was during the winter; aithough they have
not obtained nor would it be till they had some persecution and a great deal

had perfected their lives.

The attempt was made to Impress
upon the minds of our “friends'" the
necessity of obeying the prinelples
taught by the Latter-day Salnts, In
ordr that they might be exalted In

of prejudice to allay, they have enjoyed
their labors very much.

Bunday morning at headquarters, %
Stickney streel, we held a Sacrament
meeting, in which we enjoyed a great
epirituil feast. All of the Elders prea-

ent bore strong testimonies to the truth
of the Gospel, and expressed a deslre to
work more vigorously in the future for
the spreading of the truth.

At 3 o'clock we resumed our econfer-
ence. Elder Kinsman spoke for & short
time, after which Elder Wm. R. Holmen
gzave a discourse on the aborigines
of Amerlca and the Authantleity of the
Book of Mormon,

In the afternoon the attendance was
very good.

At the evening meeting the speakers
were Elders G. W. Esplin, E. 8. Green
and Joseph Wallace,

A number of young men and young
women of Tltah, who are attending
achoo! in Boston, were in atendance.

The Elders having had a spiritaul
feast and feeling well paid for theh
coming together, left for thelir respec-
tive fields of labor on Monday.

Thelr addresses are as follows:

Elderg J. W. Dunyon, Bamuel Knight
and 8. S. Hooker, 8 Btickney street,
Mass.

Elders H, H. Kinsman, W. W. Gra-
ham, Henry Abplanalp, James and
Wm. R. Holmes, 20 Appleton street, Ev.
erett, Masas.

Elders Joserh Wallace,
iin, Ipawich, Mass.

Elders Geo. C. Murdock, E. 8. Green,
Marlboro, Mass.

Elders J. A. Mayer, H. A. Keeler, J.
W. Hudson, Sheet Harbor, Halifax
county, Novo Bcotla.

Elderas A. J. Wagstaff, W. L. Me-
Allister, Norwood, Mass.

Anyone having relatives or friends in
this canference whom they would llke
to have the Elders visit, please send
names to one of the above addresses.

Your Brother tn the Gospel,

W. L. McALLISTER,
Clerk of Conference.

G. W. Esp-

IN KENTUCKY.

I left my home in March, 1897, for a
mission to the Southern Btates and on
arriving in Chattanooga was assigned
to the Kentucky conferenee, and tlll
our late conference, which was held in
December, I labored in the county of
Casey. I had a pleasant time. The
people were very kind to the Elders
and we had the privilege of baptizing
twenty-two honest souls into the fold
of Christ.

At the December conference I was
asslgned to labor in this (Calloway)
county with Elder W. H. Petty as
travellng companlon. Our labors thus
for have been those of pleasure and
joy though we have had much opposi-
tion to meeting with on account of
much prejudice existing among the
people, but we have never had to
suffer for food nor yet sleep with
Unele Sam; and therefore we pralse
the good people of Calloway county.

Though we have had our funeral
sermon preached {as we Elders call
it) yet we have notlced whenever such
has been the case we have had friends
ralsed up to administer tu our wants.
and we bhelleve there is a rich harvest
in this part for some Elders to reap.
The fruita have not been brought forth
an yvet, but we hope to be able to scat-
ter the seads of love and truth among
this people.

L.ast week we had the privilege of
bhaptizing one more honest soul into
the fold of Christ. We announced that
we would baptize in the Tennessee
river on the Kentucky side, but when
we went to the river we found the
banks were too muddy; so0 we de-
clded to cross over In Tennessee, and
torty-five Kentuckians with two Mor-
mon Eldera boarded the boat and
with two large negtoes at the pars
we bhegan to cross the beautiful Ten-
nessee river, which fs half a mile wide.
The company consisted of large and
small, young and old,: black and white;




