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faster than any man I1 ever saw since
that time none of the preachers have
dared to meet a mormon elder be-
cause he knows too much about the
bible

besides the ones I1 have mentioned
elder john Z brown and president
frank H cutler have preached sever-
al times to our people and all have
done much good and made true and
sincere friends they are steadily
gaining ground and I1 hope the time
will not be long ere the true gospel
will lighten every portion of our loved
sunny southland heavens rich-

est blessing rest upon the elders andnd
crown with abundant success their
great mission RONA

IN VIRGINIA

sandy river pittsylvaniaPitt sylvania co va
may 20 1898

with pleasurepleasure I1 submit for the peru-
sal of the many readers of the news
a brief account of a branch conference
held at patterson wythe county va
april 30 and may 1 1898 at which were
present elder samuel E taylor E M
wilkinson T C romney and a goodly
number ofat and friends

the conference days rolled around
bringing with them delightful weatherttit was neither too warm nor too coldjust a happy medium the surface of
the earth was covered with a beautifulcarpet of dark green the monotony of
which was broken here and there by
its rich decorations of wild flowers of
varied hues the odor of which waswaa
waftedwafred to and fro on the refreshing
zephyrs as they played gaily oer hill
and vale

the birds sang sweet lays filling the
air with varied melody asam they flittedflirted
about in the tree tops

in fact the whole scene was wellcalculated to draw ones mind from
this corrupt and sin stained world al-
lowing his thoughts and imaginations
to fly back six thousand years to theumetime when man was residing lifin a well
watered garden swaying his scepter
over the entire universe one thing
whichwiloh added to the enchantment of
the scene and which was not enjoyed
in the days of eden was the orotund

oterf the darkey heard singing 0dele ole time religion toIs good anuff tofo
me

our conference which begunbegan at 1080saturday morning waswaa held in avaa va-
cant building which was seated for the
occasion elder samuel E taylor con-
ducted the services the principal
speakers eftat our conference were eldersE taylor E M wilkinsonWllkineon and T
C romney though strong testimoniesonles
were bornebarne by the president of the
branchbrah and by C 0 richmond W D

and W 0 Tomtomlinsonlineon
teachers of the branch and john
roberts superintendent of the sab-
bath school the chief topics trealted
were faith a principle of power re
pepbep tence the holy ghost revelation
and the word of wisdom

the spirit of the lord was richly
poured out upon the speakers and the
saints and friends listened with rapt
attention and deep interest to the in-
structions as they fell from the lips of
the servants of the lord laboring un-
der that divine spirit three meetings
were held the first layday and two the
tecona all of which were well at-
tended the endeavor was made by
thefile elders to impress upon the minds
of the saints the idea that though they
bad bembeen adopted citizens into the
Clag dom of god their salvation was

potnot obtained nor would it be till they
fiadbad perfected their lives

the attempt was made to impress
cutil the manda off ourr friefriends the

isleyansty of obeyingI1 thete plea
titht byy the latterer day saints to
ththat tahey t bbee eexalted in

the eternal worlds the words tookeffect the saints have made up theirmind that they will live better lives
in the future and five of our friends
were baptized by us at the close of our
excellent conference which raised the
number belonging to the pattersonPatte raon
branch to thirty eight the first of
which were baptized last august by
elder H D smith and myself at the
close of a two weeks meeting
held in a church elder E M wilkin-
son who so ably assisted us at our
cconference0 was the first to enter the
waters of baptism he was a metho-
dist exhorter a leading medical doc-
tor of wythe county and held a high
county position last fall he was or-
dained an elder and set apart to fill
a mission to the southern states by
apostles lyman and cowleycawley who
came down to pay us a visitanttand which
visit was highly appreciated by all
the elders of this conference

my itinerary in the old dominion
has been something over two and one
half years duration having left my
home in old mexico three years next
september during which I1 have met
with a variety of experiences most of
which has been very agreeable true
it is a missionary for christ comes in
contact with some contradictions but
the joy which he encounters in the
knowledge that he is doing the mas-
ters will fully compensates him torfor
all inconveniences A great portion of
my time has been spent in canvassing
and holding meetings in the cities of
richmond norfolk portsmouth and
lynchburg where we saw the hand of
sodgod made manifest in our behalf upon
many occasions our work was per-
formed in the manner prescribed by
thosethode placed over us in the priesthood

we traveling absolutely without pursepurge
or scrip and as a result of our obealobedi-
ence unto counsel given we were
greatly favored of the lord shoesclothing stationary stamps food and
shelter were all provided in fact we
lacked for nothing that would have been
for our good

in traveling among the elders in
the irrespective fields of labor we find
them all imbued with the proper spirit
which should and always does actuate
all successful messengersme of gods holy
word they are accomplishing a noble
work under their administrations the
sick are healed the lame are made to
walk and the eyes of the blind are
0opened

ever praying for the welfare of zion
I1 remain an elder in the cause orof truth

THOMAS C ROMNEY

NEW ENGLAND conference
norwood massachusetts

may 17 1898
the elders laboring in the eastern

part of the new england states met
torfor conference at 33 summer street
lynn mass on the and lath of
april there were sixteen elders ppres-
ent

reft
the first meeting was at 3 pm

saturday elder H H kinsman pre-
sided the time was occupied by el-
ders kinsman S S hooker J w hud-son and J W dunyon the weather
being unpleasant the attendance was
small I1

the time was occupied in the even-
ing by a priesthood meeting in which
all of the elders reported their labor
during the winter elder kinman stat
ed that the conference was in a very
good condition and that the work lo10
progressing rapidly all of the elders
spoke very encouragingly of their labo
during the winter although they have
had someame persecution and a great deal
of prejudice to allay they have enjoyed
their labors very much

sunday morning at headquarters 8
stickney street we held a sacrament
inemeetingeting anin which wee enjoyed a great
spiritual feast anail of uethe elderseldens

ent bore strong testimonies to the truth
of the gospel and expressed a desire to
work more vigorously in the future torfor
the spreading of the truth

at 3 we resumed our confer-
ence elder kinsman spoke torfor a short
time after which elder wm R holmes
gave a discourse on the aborigines
of america and the authenticity of the
book of mormon

in the afternoon the attendance wasalvas
very good

at the evening meeting the speakers
were elders G W esplin E S green
and joseph wallace

A number of young men and young
women of utah who are attending
school in boston were in attendance

the elders having had a spirittaulkul
feast and feeling well paid for theftthelfa
coming together left for their respec-
tive fields of labor on monday

their addresses are as follows
elders J W dunyon samuel knight

and S S hooker 8 stickney street
mass

elders H H kinsman W W gra-
ham henry abplanalp jainjames and
wm R holmes 20 appleton street dinvinv
erett mass

elders joserhjoseph wallace G W BAD
lin ipswichipswitch mass

elders geo C murdock E S green
marlboro mass

elders J A mayormayer H A keeler J
W hudson sheet harbor halifax
county novo scotia

elders A J wagstaffWaga taff W L mc-
allister norwood mass

anyone having relatives or artena in
this conference whom they would
to have the elders visit please send
names to one of the above addressesaddre esea

your brothed in the gospel
W L mcallister

clerk of conference

IN KENTUCKY

I1 left my home in march 1897 tot fta
mission to the southern states andiad on
arriving in chattanooga was assign
to the kentucky conference and
our late conference which was helheld in
december I1 labored in the county ot
casey I1 had a pleasant time tbthe
people were very kind to the elders
and we had the privilege of baptizing
twenty two honest souls into the tow
of christ

at the december conference I1 waafta
assigned to labor in this galloway
county with elder W H letty itfabis
traveling companion our labors wa

for have been those of pleasureplea and
soy though we haveha hadbad much
tion to meetingmeet irig with on account of
much prejudice existing among abb
people but we have never had to
sufferbuffer torfor food nor yet sleep
uncle sam and therefore we pfratee
the good people of calloway counfete

though we have had our fatufunera
sermon preached as we eldersaldei eamcatt
it yet we have noticed whenever
has been the case we have hadbad ftrufen
raised up to administer to vurmr U
and we believe there Is a rich harvest
in this part for some elders to
the fruits have notliot been brought forth
asan yecef but we hope to be able to scat-
ter the seeds of love and truth
this people

last week we had the privilege oft
baptizing one more honest soul
the fold of christ wee announcedce41st1

we would baptize in the tiontenne
river on the kentucky side wtbut IVy
we went to the rivetriver we found the
banks were too muddy NO0 afe6 dee
aided to cross over in tennessee idhad
forty five withith two mfX
motimon eldera boarded the boal ari
with two largelare neinegroesgroet at the UP
we began to cross the beautiful effi
bessee river which toIs half a mile
the company consisted of lar
email young and old blacblackik abidlowd


