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all about the water
SALT CITY

august 11 til 1874

editor
although july was a rainy

mmonthoath the present season and al-
though our summers of latelatoaieale years
have been more showery than those
of former years yet irrigation is
still necessary for the perfection of
fruit and vegetables and for latolate
crops it is most necessary at this
time of the year when there is the
least amount of water to be obtain-
ed irrigation being necessary and
the amount of available water be-
ing limited necessitates careful
supervision over the distribution of
the water which careful distribu-
tion does not exist at all times and
in all places this careful distribu-
tion naturally dedepends upon the
water masters and it seems to me
that the growth of this city and
the increasing of inter-
ests demand that the position of
water master be something more
than a sinecure and that it be a
position of active supervision and
direction public offices are sup-
posed to be for the public good and
not for the exclusive benefit and
aggrandizement of any person
familfamilysoror clique it is all very
well to keep men in office year
after year when they diligently
and faithfully perform their duties
but when they do not and other
men can be obtained who will the
sooner tle neglectful incumbents
aleate ousted and more attentive
miint 11 atiputt inirl their places the better
for titheio general welfare ifanother
and more effective municipal ordi-
nance is needed to insure more
satisfactory conduct of this irriga-
tion business let a new ordinance
be made

therethero is a great deal connected
with thetiie water question that re-
quires constant careful intelligent
and authoritative direction that
one portion of the citielticitizenszens may not
sunnersuffer while others reap undue ben-
efits or while waste of the vital
fluid is going on anywhere that
considerable waste does occur
thereverevero can be no doubt when wowe see
ymesome of the streets and sidewalks
irrigated freely while fenced and
cultivated lots in different parts of
the city are parched and dusty and
the trees and vegetables0 withering
dust grows very poor fruit or vege-
tables itif any at all

there are frequent leakageleakages
through imperfect water gates or
the incomplete stopping of sluices
there Is also considerable water
stealing going on and there is
neglect of water masters to prompt-
ly distribute the water and proper-
ly advise the citizens of their time
for using the water and the quan-
tity they are respectively entitled
to in regard to imperfect water
gates it seems to me that it should
comocome underlinder the water masters dis-
tinct and express duty to see that
they are in the right place of a
suitable kind and in good service-
able condition for the equitable
distribution of the water the in-
cline and force of the stream at
different points being taken into
thorough consideration everybody
knows that as things are little or
nothing of this kind is done but
the distribution at many of the
various water gates is done in the
most primitive indeterminate
and irregular way and frefrequentlybently
by anybody who takes it utointo his
headbead to do it though he may
thereby be undoing twethe work of
some other equally unauthorized
person while the water master letsjets
things go as they may

with the present irregular and
unsatisfactory manner of doing
little pleasure is there in man at-
tempting to irrigate his lot if he
lives inaluain a lower ward and pattick
batly if his lot is not upon a princi-
pal water sect

atwouldit would be farfeir better for each
lot or portion of a lot to be taxed a
dollar or two every year to pay a
water master who would attend to
illshis duty who would see that each
main watergatewater gate at least had its
proper amount of water flowing
and at the proper times that there
were no leakages no thefts of wat-
er no disproportionate davison of
water as to time or quantity some
such complete regulation and con-
stant attention is certainly due
and itib is sadly needed for as water
matters are now often managed or
rather mismanaged there is a sup

amount of annoyance and
agoaggaggravationoragra to say nothing of loss

11 ofbf time diminution of crops
andand loss of neighborly respect

amongamon neighborsebors nudand neighboring
wawardsres

when boxes are put into the sects
to supply cisterns or pipes for foun-
tains or irrigation there should be
some competent regulation about
it dick tom and harry should
not be allowed to obstruct or divert
a strstreamearil by boxes or gatesrate3 the
water masters should be empower-
ed to see that boxes if allowed
should not be placed in the stream
to obstruct it but at the side so
that their supply could be burldturned
off or on as ttheyleylcy mimightk bobe entillentitleded
to have thetiro water without robbing
the nelneineighborse labors or other citizens who
havellave nno0 such boxes and that the
boxes at anytimeanyauy time would take no
more than their dueduo share of the
water

during the present summer for
instance I1 have no doubt that
many hard working men would
have been glad to act as water
masters for a reasonable compensa-
tion I1 and would have attended to
their duty As it is the watering
business is frequently a nuisance a
perplexity a vexation an aggrava-
tion

I1 have hinted that considerable
water stealing Isia perpetrated this
is the fact one man will have
his lot soaked and soaked while the
lot of another man with equal
claim to the watergateriswateris19 drying up I1
am aware it isia very trying to tthehe
enthusiastic or ambitious cultiva-
tor to see his garden things wilting
when it is not illshis turn to have the
water but I1itt is more tryingtutbutto seusom themhem drying up when it is
illshis turn to irrigate and hoite cannot
get the water or his rightful share
ofit

in this respect it seems to me the
ward is the greatest nuisance

in the city when a citizen in the
lower wards has begun to water liishis
lot some sly and possibly pious

warder will turn off a portion
ortheorthoor thetho whole of the stream and
not once only several leng-
thy journeys are induced to see
where the leakage Isia and to stop
it1 and when it is found per-
hapswanderllaliaps the annoyed lower avardward-
erer does not indulge in strong
expletives perhaps not now if
this sort of unwarranted interfer-
ence with the water mosenrose from
crass ignorance or sheer stupidity
charity might be extended to tthehe
interfering party but the
ward people can hardly be so ig-
norant or so stupid as not to com-
prehendP that on eercertainalnain ddaysaysnys and
fortor certain hours they have no right
whatever to meddle with thothe wa-
ter for the ample reason that it be-
longs to others it seems to me
that some persons IIIin that ward
should be made examples of their
affection for water is so wonderful
such people are not likely to be
afflicted with hydrophobia 1I1 might
give names but the owners of them
perhaps would not like to see them
in print so I1 refrain as I1 am writ-
ing this partly to entertain aniandand
please them

I1 do not know whether that ward
has got something like the big
head about the water but cer-
tainly thetho symptoms indicate some
affection of that kind the other
day I1 asked a 2 warder what
days the people of ththatatwardward un-
derstoodderstood they had arightaright to use the
water he said he thought they
reckoned to use it four days in the
week and Fsomeome of them took it
whenever they wanted it into the
bargain which is probably true of
some of the citizens up there
pactsfacts seem to point in that direc-
tion

weve hear a great outcry from the
more northern and northeastern
dartsparts of the ward for water
tfif those upper lots were taken up
with the idea of claiming an equal
share in the water previously going
to the lower lots and wards then
the takers up have strange notions
ofjustice if those upper lots vemewere
not taken up with that idea then
to make a great outcry for the
water belonging to the lower lots
and wards sshowshows an equal lack of
justice of course there is a ppor-
tion

or
of the year when water is

abundant for all when there is
such a superfluity there can bobe noab
reasonable objection to those upper
lots having a ditch to convey to
them this surplus water or some of
it as that would not injure the
older settlers but in a dry time
ought the old settled I1 ts to be rob-
bed to accommo tteic the upper
lots not upon a y principle of
right or justice thattha i know any-
thing about
let us go into this matter a little

deeper twelve or fifteen years
ago the settled portion of the
ward was not more than a third
or perhaps a fourth as largeklarke as itit is

t day and I1 believe the popula-
tion was far less dense in propor-
tion but years previously to that
time tilethe lower wards were settled
fenced and cultivated these
lower wards had their ditches and
streams of water whenwilen tilethe
ward was the smallest and most
insignificant in the city the
main ditch from city creek which
now supplies the loth ward if13 not
a wardnvard ditch it was not made
by the loth ward it was dug bby
tthee ward and called the
ward ditch yet now I1 should
probably bobe within thetile truth if I1
said that tilethe ward uses three
times the water out of that ditch
that the ward does if the

ward takes so much greater a
proportion of the water than it
used to have does it not obtain the
excess largely at the expense of the
lower and previously settled wards
if so it is a thing neither just nor
right excepting so20 far as the lower
wards are willing to accommodate
the thirsty greedy and inflated

warnwarl
the stream in this ditch is often

diverted from the wards below
and spread over the upper ward
frequently to the injury of the
lower wardwards which have the orinororigin-
al

in
claim to the water Is this rhnighthightht

Is it equitable if it is technically
equitable it is not really
and morally equitable the
same ditch lately has also been
made to supply the lith ward
with water owing to the usurping
and monopoly of redbed butte creek
by camp douglas this may be
grateful to the dittli warders but is
it right to theother wards not if it
infringes upon their oldoid established
water rights to the I1injuryIJjarv of their
gardens unless the otherothen wards
charitably acquiesce therein

camp douglas did an engraungracious1
1

0us
unneighborly and very unjust
thing when it robbed any parnpardportion
of the city of the water which be
longed to it such actions are al-
together inequitable they are
right only upon the rule that
might physical might muscular
might sheer brute force makes
right

in conclusion I1 may observe
that if the city streams of water
were efficiently supervised direct-
ed and managed I1 and ringers
were promptly rfinedinelned or otherwise
effectively dealt with the irrigat-
ing and thetile whole water business
would go on like clockwork and
no person would have any reason-
able cause of complaint

IRRIGATOR

the water question

editor deseret jaws
dear sir I1 am pleased to find

your correspondent irrigatorirrigated dir-
ecting public attention to the fact
that of course there is a portion of
the year when water is abundant
for allali11 11 and that when there is
such a superfluity there can be no
reasonable objection to those upper
lots having a ditch to convey to
them this surplus water or some
of it that would not injure the
older settlers it is the conscious-
ness orof this fact that helps to cre-
ato the 11greatat outcry from the
more northernnort ern and northeastern
parts of the ward for water

injusticeinjustice to the settlers and pur-
chasers of those upper lots it
should be said that no water privi-
leges were guaranteed or expected
at the time but it is now found
that by taking water out of the
city creek above the flour mill
much water that is now run to
waste could be obtained for at
least domestic purposes and as
the value of the mill would be les-
sened the people are willing to
pay forthefor the loss sustained practi-
cally thetho ward water ditch
now supplies water for domestic
uso for this locality but it has to
be carried by men women and
children in many instances several
blocks all this labor could be
avoided and used in other indand
certainly moremoro agreeable pursuits

As to old established water
rights and the injury to gar-
dens injury vital injury is being
done by this deprivation of water
not to vegetation only but to hu-
man beings somesomo four hundred
families being ebers

that this vexed I1 water question
will have to be settled and that
soon by reason of the growing ne-
cessitiesce gitlessitlesies of a largelarger number of our
citizens living on those upper
lots is certain but concessions
may now be made that will save
much illIII feeling after spenspendingdirig
much money attending no end of
public meetings sending petition
after petition 0too our city fathers

after reading interminable corres-
pondencepondence audand promises without
number in your columns about
what was to be done for water and
seeing it still in the future I1 begin
to hope sirair that when the inhab-
itants of these upper lots shall
reach
that c antry from bourde no tra-

velerveler returns
therothere will be no bother about wa-
ter rights but at least ththatat con-
dition of things is arrived utht hint-
ed at by irrigator as being pos-
sible here in salt lake citcity that
the streams of water being efficient
ly supervised directed and man-
aged sono person has any reasonable
cause of complaint

most respectfully
A WOULD BEM IRRIGATOR

upiapiupperER LOTS ward I1 I1

aug 14 1874

TearmingA R blibil N G

AND RATIORATIONALNAL
empirical oarfarfarming as a pursuit

of life is a mere immediatoimmediate appli-
cation of experiments and a pas-
sive submission to experience and
usage more or less if not entley
without comprehension of facts as
they exist and present themselves
in the animal vegetable audand min-
eraleralrai kingdomsingelgei oma in production and
reproductionproductionre prodoct iollol in the physical and
chemical interninterchangesI11 ages continually
goingt on in the workshops of na-
ture

the one sided empirical farmer
knows that his cow gives more or
less milk in proportion to the
amount of grass it eats and hebe
judges from that fact that grass
contains milk but let the farmer
be able to analyze milk and tiletiie
different kindshinds of cow feed withinihis reach and a wide scope isis at
once opened before him of objects
of research and economy he
knows also that manure nasahasahas a re-
productive power when applied in
the solsoil and liehe judges that insoesoo shape there is grain and veveg-
etable in the manuremanure but letjet the
farmer be able to analyze the pro-
ductionsductions of the farm and com-
mence to understand soniesomethingLhing
about uhethe reciprocation in naturenaturesa
economy and a new eiaela is opened
to his mind he passes from the
state of being a negative minded
empirical tool of circumstances
to the master of them as a rationalmaiona
farmer

farming reduced to a science
has since annil albrecht
justus leabig and johnston etc
changed the condition of farmers
audand so to say as far as it has come
lifted the farmer from comparative
serfdom to full fellowship in so-
ciety

empirical carmlfarming is like an ex-
pensive and very heavyeavy working
machine it is well known that
individuals who apply themselves
exclusively to muscular work and
neglect their intellectual develop-
ment become mere muscle men
they get their muscle developed
they work but their intelligence to
direct their labors to the most ad-
vantage is at a minimum

political and social ignorance
concluded that farming should be
run with muscle and with muscle
alone hard work and hard work
alone were the opinionated con-
ditions of farming iffeline and when it
happened that aic littlelittie lessjess than
common ignorance got mixed in
among the farmers such individu-
als would even commence to look
round to ascertain if a more re-
munerativemunerative honorable and easy
employ was not obtainable anandeasiease
as this was not difficult to find the
farming community was continu-
ally drained of intelligence his-
tory shows this and facts demon-
strate it todayto day

compare the amount of mechan-
ical and chemical science applied
for instance to commercial andana
manufacturing purposes to tilethe
amount of science applied in tiletiie
development of farming and itisit is
no more aanidaridriddleriddiedledie why barininfarming is in
an empirical state only iaok at
the united states budget compare
the expenditures in the different
branches and the problem is
solved inin the future the present
state of farming in the united
states can bobe examined in the fi-
nancial accounts last session it
Is said there were three farmers in
congress to represent the interests
orof our farming population which is
about twenty millionsmillion

agricultural pursuits alsoaiso wield a
certain moral influence over their
empirical followers the idyllic
pastoral undisputed quietude orof
tilethe farm frames the empirical mind
accoraccordingly so much so that suehsuch

almost become a distinct class in
society habits are often very
marked it is au innate condition
that nature stamps ignorance and
intelligence stamps nature in
other words intelligence will tame
our wild prairies and our prairies
will make our ignoignorantrantraut boys
wild

we nindnina tho aboveabovementionedmentionedtinned
class of farmersfarmerkmeik comparatively to
have very little interest outside
their farm preferring generally to
a degree social seclusion they
havehave a limited interest in public
11affairs1 and political socialocialt com-
mercialre i and literary pur-
suits etc questions of the day do
not seem to draw thellie attenattonattentiontion orof
that class as they do of other
classes of thetho community and
while this state of thingsbilings has been
and is still extant farming com-
munitiesmuni ties neglect alsoatso to maintain
their political interests

thisth repeats itself in history
the feudal aristocracy was made
possible by thetho farmers disinterest-
edness in public auaiairslairs and while
the latter ignorantly slept lain poli-
tical socia land moral lethargy the
captains of the country subdued
them in our day the very same
tilingthing is going on from preciselyisely
the same causes but it is now mon-
opoly0ismly as it formerly was feudal-
ism its differdiner only accord-
ingin9 to its dadayy or the different
Fstamps of the different times feu-
dal aristocracy and monesmoney aristo
cracy could not havehavo gained their
aim without the indolent tolentolerancenceuce
and empiricism of the landed chassss
es of the community

the stereotyped habits of empiri-
cal fafarming llielite have a tendency to
resist improvements or reform are
prejudiced more or less against
things newnem and deficient in judg-
ment in choosingcliocilo osing between thittha
which is and amttl at
which is not hence tilethe stagna-
tion endslowand slowsiow progress of empirical
farming it is natural for empiri-
cism to be conservative and
pro

empirical farrallfarming is not econo-
mical itt is as stated a mere nega
tive minded application of experi-
ence or a braiding together or
intermixture of habit and experi-
ment nevertheless by the pres-
sure of necessity and by long propropio
cesseess orof time farming even in this
state has formed itself into a kind
of economy but being form-
ed empirically it stands as a build-
ing whose inmates do not know
neither do they care when nor
how it was built consequently
they not knowing howbow to build
another one are very careful to
preserve its structure hence the
obstructions to reform

when the reactionaryre wars
of the horrible french revo-
lution hadbad subsided it was
inin places made daa state acono
micmiemical2 I1 object to educate the
farming community and cause the
diudinerent classes of society to be
better balanced thistills was imagin-
ed to have been secured in the
united states by its republican
institutions but lo10 nudand behold
what are the expense of tilethe united
statestates financially only or tilethe ruin-
ous state of annlaffairsairs which monopo-
ly hasilas sunk them in counted by
hundreds yea thousands of mil-
lions and ten to doneit would have
been cheaper to pattern after the
greek of old and ostracize the ex-
ecutive ability which selfishly
caused or partly caused the pres-
ent financial and political

but it would undoubt-
edly have been still better
half a century ago to establish
colleges of sciencescience particularly
applicable to agriculture and for
tilethe education ofif about fifty perpel
cent of its population who are
pursuing the occupation of farming
As it is now farming is more
an application of muscle than in-
telligencetelligence and hence the intelli-
gent part of the people seek more
remunerative imaginarily more
honorable and less toilsome em-
ploymentsploymentsmenti which retardsregards the pro-
gress of rational farming propor-
tionatelytiona tely

the solution of scientific prob-
lems in the agricultural line lawsjaws
in favor of and protective to the
interests of farming Improveimprovementnentrent
in implements etc has almost if
not entirely been effected by in-
terestedte parties not of the farming
class this abundantly proves the
deficiency of scientific education
among farmers

it Is nevertheless a fact that in
scientific experimental eccentricity
on the unknown shore of yet un-
solved problemss fortunes have
been spent students thin anyaily
brauchbranch of science need moramore orlessaless

fx


