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correspondence
A FLYING VISIT TO PORTO RICO

san juan bautista porto rico sept
1615 nobody can stay lonilong in southern
cuba at this time of the year and
hope to entirely escape the climate
after several weeks of roughing it in
santiago regardregardlessles of sun and rain and
unaccustomed food amid disease and
death on every hand even your robust I1

correspondent began to experience what
our soldiers call the jim jams

said the doctor it you do not get
out of this P D Q we will have to car-
ry

i

you out in a box but I1 am a firm
1

believer in the efiefficacyleacy of self forget
falness in warning off most nodily ills
andradand had no idea of abandoning my post
the premonitory symptoms of calen
tura are chills chasing each oth-
er up and down the spinal column al-
ternatingternating in irregular sucession with
fierce hats which seem to scorch the
flesh and cold sweats that drench the
victim like a plunge into leeice water a
head which appears to need hooping
and strange giddiness as if the solid
earth billowing beneath the feet
and one grasps at nearbynear by objects as
the drowning clutch at strawseitraws one
morning 1 when I1 came to breakfast the
marble floor rose up to meet me the
faces of the family blended in shadowy
composite and voices sounded afar off
as though a trumpet the table had
become a gigantic spinning top and
when my customary place at the head
otof it came round I1 sank into the chair
andaad attempted to serve the coffee with
unusual dignity on the cloth still firm
in the faith cure I1 started on the dallydaily
round to office warehouse and hospital
but at every step encountered the same
embarrassing multiplicity of objects
the narrow downhilldown hill street of san
geronimoGeroalmo converged a dozen different
ways like the spokes of a wheel and its
time wrinkled century old casas
danced an witcha jig

although so much is being done for
our sick soldiers in santiago there is
no place in the hospitals torfor women
andwid none of our overworkedover worked force have
aae time to devote to one another so I1
reluctantly consented to a compromise
not to leave cuba for good but to
try the benefit of sea air in aa little trip
among the neighboring islands it hap-
pened by good fortune that a coaster
waxwa leaving that day bound for porto
rico somebody piloted me
ly hands packed a few necesary belong-
ings and in less time than it takes to
tell it Santsantiagolago with all its horrors was
wtleft behind and I1 waswaa sailing the tran-
quil spanish main the first day was

total blank we touched at jamaica
capeape haitian santo domingo an pos
ablysibly other places butbrut by the time our
deatinadestinationtion was reached rest and qui-
nine had wrought their effective work
next to old fashioned michigan fever
and ague cuban calenturacalenturecalen tura is perhaps
the meanest illness on the face of the
earth however if seized by the throat
abonceat once and throttled with heroic doses
accompanied by change of air it gen-
erally runs a sharp swift course leav-

ing itsita victim weak and yellow but with
ae devils castbaat out otof him

how beautiful cubas twin alsternsister
looked in the twilight of the morning
when we dropped anchor in the historic
daybay which the early spaniards so
pompously named the rich port of
gwist joahn the baptist As the sun

1 I and our new possession stood con
rested in all its glory I1 thought I1 had
never saenaben so entrancing a picture of

ll down to the sea
9 f gentle slopes silhouetted1 arat an of4 darker heightsluyi qtt ot4 the totownwn with

an there a stately palm 1 lftingting its

plumed head between the broad bay
crowded with surrounding greenery
along its edges this is the same shel-
tered harbor which columbus named el
aguabillaaguadillaAgu adilla the watering place be-
cause he went ashore and filled his
casks before sailing to santo domingo
60 miles away it was on his second
voyage to the new world that the great
admiral and his crew sailing in a
southwesterly direction from the car-
ibbean sighted this lager and lovelier
island before the group of virgins
had fairly faded from view coasting
in and out among the many little bays
along its southern coast all fringed
with cocoa palms above beechesbeaches of
glistening sand the spaniards feasted
their eyes upon a succession of hills
and mountains clothed to the tops with
magnificent forests and though sur-
feited with the beauty of hundreds of
islands before discovered they unhes-
itatinglyita tingly pronounced this one the most
beautiful of all today as then cool
sweet waters gush forth in great
volume from the fair island and miles
of cocoa palms fringe its snores backed
by softly rounded hills the only visi-
ble change after four hundred years
being that the hills are now cultivated
to their summits I1

here too came juan ponce de leon I1

governor of santo domingo in 1508 1I
believe to investigate the reports he
had heard concerning the mineral
wealth of rico landing at this
very spot with his canaval of soldiers
he was hospitably received by the

caloque who simple soul
showed the greedy spaniards some
rivers with gold dust and tiny nuggets
in them and thus unwittingly sealed
his own doom and that of his people I1

history tells us how len hastenedhastend
back to santo domingodoming whence he
soon returned with an armament and
established the city of caparra aaromaero as
the bay southwest from the present
capital and then proceeded to di strib
ute the wondering natives among his
rough followers torfor slaves as he had
done in santo domingo but the
indians of borinquen the aboriginal
namenaime of the island who had never been
subjected to any restraint revolted
when they realized what was going on
and killed many of the Spanspaniardslards be-
ing almost exterminated themselves in
the unequal contest

by the way ponce de leonlean is unde-
servedlyedly famed for being one of the
most generous and chivalrous of all
those iron hearted old conquistadores
perhaps because he is so ofoftenten con-
founded with his equally illustrious
namesake lulsluis ponce de leon the
priest and poet who died in madrigal
late in the same century juan ponce
though a religiousous enthusiast who
never neglected the conversion of in-
dian souls while converting their per-
sons and property to his own uses em-
ployed the mostgozt barbarous methods fox
subjugated the peaceful people who had
shown him nrnothingthing but kindness the
lameame cfc f his ferociousfc blood hoi nl thegreat dog bei edillo which at the mas-
ters commands sprang upon men wo-
men undand children and tortory usein in
pieces liislias survivedsutsui na j fafour0 r aezCP

millionsmillions of mere human
belhbegnigi have liv d thor day and
died and icenI1 en forgotten it laIR re
at d thitthat aer es of the vI culsbrute were so highly valued by
the conquerors that he drew the pay
of a which of course
went into his masters pockets
for some unexplained reason capar-

ra now known as viejo oldport was abandoned after a time and
toin 1511 leon founded another eltycity the
same sanban juan bautista de puerto rl

co that stands today the cichief town of the island but itno means the leading one in popoi
population having only about
time of peace while ponce on the
side of the island is credited with f

according to the latest cacel
and san grevain something oveyover

owing to the course of tradetrad
the great ocean linen the worlworld
heard less about this island than
ers of the west indies until the
with spain brought it into our
session yet it is only a few
pleasant sailing from new york aal
1700 miles I1 believe and perhaps R
thousand miles southeast from filea
vana owing to its ffavorableavorable
the hurricanes that so ofoftenten visit
ti st vincent and other aalfWto the southward do not disturb F
rico in normal times it is an
winter resortresart with the very p
tion of climate where the thertherma
never falls below 60 degrees and s
rises above 80 earthquakes and
canoes areaie alike here S
and other venomous creatures a
scarce as in ireland after st patpa
visit and there are no end of pi
in the highlands where yellow
and kindred diseases can nievernever ctthough populated to the number

or thereabouts i mainly 8aw
creolescheolesCreoles and negroes with a alamla
ofat germans french danes sw
russians chinese canary isiislai
and chuecasChu or descendants of
moorish jews there is plenpleat
room for more unlike most
other west india islands there
good many more white than black
zens here the proportion in portspor
co being not so great as in the cu
of our own country where as lsigi
known about two thirds of the 3

dent population is colored
in spite of its sprawling bogncogna

there was never a more compact
city than this saint john the ba
it is situated on a long narrow I1li
connected with the north shore
bridge and a causeway the ppert
like island has a strong fort at
end and Isi entirely surrounded by
alve walls of stoneatone aradand mortar t
in Pplaceslaces to a height of tramfrom fit
one hundred feet the houses i
of stoneatone no wooden buildings hha
been allowed by the spanish aualfh
ties except along the wharves om
the walls ltlike other casas bulbuilt
descendants of the moors these c

mostly one storied painted in illaaya
colorscolor of the rainbow rose ank
blue and yellows predominating
iron barred windows and eenorch
doors some of them have ironiren
canlesconies shutters and jamousesja louses butbuttT
is not such a thing as a chianchimneys
porto rico and few glass wands
not ffarax from the landing Is the MMD
the park and parade ground of theljhb
adorned with statues and flowed
has a wide central walk lined
benches while rows of palm aaa
per trees strive to hide the frofrow
walls which enclose it with
tique sentry boxes projecting hwi
there at its seaward end is theimm

fortress of course called the HE
and very like its namesakesname sakes liht
vana and at on a sr
scale within its grim walls it-
tle

it-
he town by itself with housea
and barracks A tower
whole equipped with ancientanicient auw
there are covered passage ways

dungeons and other
rlesale which could no doubt tellteft
gruesome tales otof murder torttortasws
death had they the power of0
the rusty cannon have done gags
leeice in times long gone and
historic this old CLcastellloCastl llo Ws

they could not prevent tlethe c

the capital by drakete OLAtate 1

buccaneer in IWIBS faor to

three years later by the aieai


