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wnWE I1 meet with the saints of the
several stakes at the stake quarter-
ly conferences for the purpose of
giving instruction which all need
in order to qualify themselves to
magnify their calling asaa saints of
god engaged in establishing and
building up thothe church and king-
dom of god and I1 will horohero bayssays

as I1 have often eaidbald that all men
and all women regardless of the
position they occupy or the office
they holdhoid are dependent upon the
lordluord for his spirit to assist them in
their labors

I1 made a covenant with the lord
years ago that whatever he would
impress me to saybay I1 would preach
to the people if we are not able to
speak to your edification it laIs not
because there areara not truth and
knowledge principles and laws suf-
ficient within the pals of this
church and connected with the
work in which wewb are engaged I1
look upon the cause of god and the
mission that he hashaa given each of
usua connected with it asaa requiring
the whole attention the might
mind and strength of each oneoae of
us in order to magnify our calling
and naccomplishcom the work committed
to our handshande

the lord raised up jozephjoseph smith
specially to do thothe work that he per-
formed he was ordained and ap-
pointed before he waawas born to comecoma
upon the stage of action in thidthis sage
otof gods mercy to man through
the loins of ancient josephjoeeph who was
a descendant of abraham leaahisaac
and jacob to laylav the foundation ofSthis great anand glorious dispen-
sation a dispensation that
will be marked and distin-
guished in the annals of human
historyil story for its grand and mighty
as also its earlous and awful events
the day has already dawned when
the light of heaven isia to fill the
earth the day in which the lord
habhas saidsald that nothing bobe kept
hidden whether it be things per-
taining toone god or many godsgode
or toW thrones principalities or pow-
ers the day in which everyaveryeverythingthIng
that has been kept from the know-
ledge of man ever since the founda-
tion of the oarthearth must be revealed
and it Is a day in which the ancient
p looked forward to with a
great deal of interest and anxiety
it Isia a day in which thetha gospel Is to
be preached to every nation tongue
and people for a witness of what
bhailshall1 rollow a day in which the IEis-
rael of god who receive it in their
dispersed and scattered condition
are to gather together to the place
appointed of god the placapince where
they wiliwiil perform the marvemarvelousmarvo lousious
work and a wonder spoken of by
thothe ancancientslents who in vision saw our
day and where they will begin to
inherit the promises made to the
fathers respecting their children

1 the work that is to bobe soEO marvelous
in the eyes of men has already com-
menced and is assuming shaeshapepe and
proportions but they cannot seeeee it
it will consist in preaching thetho gos-
pel to all the world gathering the

from the midst of all thosethese
nations who reject it building up
therionthetho zion of god establishing per-
manentlymanent ly in thetha earth his king-
dom preparing for the work off
the gathering of the jewsjewa and the
events that will follow their settle
ment in their own landsland and in
preparing for oureouneourselveselves holy places
in which to stand when
thetho judgments of god shall
overtake the nations this is truly
a good work and it laIs a marvel
when we lookfook at it with our

naturel eyes how this people are
t pusustainedstained lain their faith and hophope of

accomplishing it besides having to
provide for the wants of theme olvea
and families which tois of itself as
much asaa most men can accomplish
we cannot do the work which god
through usyia intends to have done
unless wowe place ourselves underhis
care and direction and take the sen-
timent if the kingdom of god or
nothing for our motto asaa well ala
the end and aim of our life this
we must do to bo truly thetho servants
of godgad we cannot serve god and
mamon wowe cannot bullig up the
kingdom of god and withheld our
hearts from him we must either
cordecome under thothe dominion of god
and be led and directed by hmhim or
undundererthethe dominion of Satsatananandand
hersleffhe ruled overbyover by him ItIsit la forustonsor us
through our faith and works our

desires and course of life to chooseebonee
which wowe will take as we mustmeat
take thetho one sidobido or the other

nobody in this world habbas cause to
rejoicerejoina as we have nonekone have the
encouraging future before them that
we have for zion Is not to be
moved out of her place neither is
lithothe kingdom to be given to an-
other people god rules and reigns
and we wo his people and he is
our god

this work thiathis marvelous workworl
and a wonder the work that will
eventually fill the whole world and
neither man nor the devil can pre-
vent it commenced as all the
works of our god begin in a smallemail
way it was likened by the savior
to the mustard seed the smallest of
all seeds put in the soilssoil which grew
until the fowls of the air could
lodge in the branches thereof thiathis
certainlycertainty is the of
this church and kingdom com-
mencing as it did on the ath day of
april 1830 with only six members
but the lord told joseph in one of

i the revelations that he waswaa laying
thothe foundation of a great work hovbo v
great he knewfenew not joseph was
young at that time and could not
comprehend fully the nature of the
work which heha had been called and
arpointedappointed to commence in the earth

when joseph presented to the
christianchristan world the principles that
god had communicated to him he
abonceat once aroused their prejudices hebe
hadbad to struggle against traditions
which they had inherited from their
fathers who knew not god nor his
wayeways traditions which had come
down to them through the ages
which were antagonistic to the sav-
ing truths of heaven and hence
his life wagwat one continual struggle
meeting with opposition on every
hand especially from the priests of
the day but he lived through it
and rejoiced greatlygreatay in his labora un
xii he niniminifinishedshed his testimony in the
flesh after laboring some fourteen
years to that end me had to wadewatie
through deep waters but he never
was or disheartened
notwithstanding he had to contend
against foes without and foes ariwithinthin
he never lost Bightsight of thetho majesty
of hishiscallingnor the divinity of this
work butbat space and acted in the
midst of the people under all cir-
cumstancescum stances tho man that he was
the prophet of godygodsgod the seerbeer and
revelator of the last dispensation
he left us under painful circum
stances sealing his testimony with
his blood but hishla works follow him
the gospel of the kingdom which
he flourishedflourishes undertinder the
wleewise administration of goda ser-
vants who followed him the lord
blessed and sustained his apostles
andhad ledjedled them to this landsland where
the standardrd of zion has been
plantplanted sd which begins already to
attract thetha notice of the nations
afar off and here in this
withstanding thothe difficulties we
have had to wrestle with incident
to settling a new country a thous-
and miles from civilization having
also to protect ourselves against the
raids of the wild and untutored in-
dians the lord has prospered us
and blessed us on every hand sudand
we are todayto day a blessed people yet
thothe christian world isopposed to usUP

and the christians generally hate
us the savior himself bad the
bawobamo spirit and feeling to contend
against there was no man more
unpopular than hvhe no man more
persecuted than hohe and why be
causa he preached fairofalee doctrine
no the real reason was asaa hohe
himself declared because they loved
darknessdarls nesB better than light because
their deeds were evil there are
but thothe two powers that of god and
that of the devil there is but the
one true and living god and he is
our eternal eatherfather thehj1 creator ofaatharthis earth and he wwillj 11 give it to
his children to inherit

wowe are nearing the endcd of the athb
thousandth year we have the
history or a partial history of the
dealings of god with the nations
from thetho day of father adam down
as contained in the bible and thothe
book of mormon from which we
aisy learn many valuable lessons
god has raised up at different ages
certain men to do a certain work as
he raised up father abraham he
was a spirit we are told be-
fore hohe loftleft the realms of glory to
come and tabernacleacla in the flesh
he had the spirit of the gods with
him when he waswaa born and hohe was
faithful to god and he had con-
fidence in him and whatever god
required at hlahis hands he performed
sobo with enoch hohe stood at the
head of the dispensation in which
he lived ilehe in the course of time
some years built and perfected
thothe city called zion he however
met with all kinds of opposition

from the people among whom he
labored but the power of god was
manifested to such an extent that
hibhis enemies stood and trembled
through fear and through that
power hohe was enabled to perform
the mighty work which he and his
people did it was not because the
devil and his party were any more
kindly disposed towards the saintsfaints
of god but because they could not
helpheip themselves and in the wisdom
of god enoch and his people and
their city were taken away from
thetho earth

the devil jnin different ages hnshas
made war against thothe saintssainta and
overcome them and hebe has tried
his bestbeat to destroy this church and
kingdom Asaa I1 have said joseph
and the first elders met with the
fiercest kind of opposition budwithbut with
somebome exceptions we have stood it
all and are the better todayto day for
having passed through the fire
when we went upon our first for-
eign mission joseph paidlaid to mu no
matter what may come upon you
round apyour shoulders and bear
it and always sustain and defend
the interests of the church and
kingdom of god when we took
our departure hishla demeanor in part-
ing was something that I1 badhad never
noticed or before after
crossing the mississippi river I1
crawled to the aide of a house and
layjay down upon a side of eolebole leatherieather
while sufferingbuffering from the chills and
fever while resting there the
prophet joephjoseph came neingafong and saw
me hohe gave merne some parting ad-
vice in answer to some remarks
made and then told weme to getgot up
and go on and all would bobe well
with me that is the way I1 parted
with him upon that oecawoncaton from
that day to this I1 havohave noyonoddeddmd ubo
steady growth audand cf0 this

we have nothing eleeke toth do
butbutt to buildupbuild up thetho of bdgod
if we do this aeeeua50 will leeieeheep Lualaa and
provide for us weve want to labor
as a body of Pricel boodhood to enter in-
to the holy of holleeholias we want to
come before ged and pray until we
get the spirit of this work until we
comprehend our calling before god

there has never been suehbuch a disdia
penea tion upon thetho earthearth1 as the
present one in other dispensations
men hadbad to lay down thertheir laves
and others to hidbidhide up lain densdetts and
caveseaves of the earcareartht and waderwaden in
sheep skinssalna and goatroat ekinsshins for the
hordofword of god we have had a
of thetho same treatment ina our day
and we have aitoailo seen days of
poverty when for instance we
left to go on our first english mis-
sion two dollars would have bought
everything I1 left to feed and cclothedothe
my gift and children I1 hardly had a
days provisions in my house it waswae
a good deal eo with my brethren
but we did notnoh stay to nurse our
wives Thothose were the days of our
popovertyvarty and we never knew what
it was to be comfortably well off un-
til we came to there valleys of the
mountains we ard a great many
trials in those daysdaya on what wowe call
ed trials I1 want to get this princi-
ple into your minds that god al-
mighty is guiding the course of thisthib

I1 church and kingdom and not we
and he habhaa organized it for thiathis
day and generation and jacR never will
be rooted out of the earth again
the prophet joseph knew what hohe
was doing in facetfact hohe knew much
more than he dared to tell on ocac
count of the predjudice traditions
and unbelief of the people I1 used
to have pepecullarpeculiarcallar feelings about his
death and the way in which his life
was taken I1 felt that if with the
consent and good feelings of the
brethren that waited on him after
he crossed the river to leave nauvoo
joseph could havehavo had his
desire aej would have pioneered
the way to the rocky mountains
but since then I1 havebave leenbeen fully
reconciled to the fact that it kasacaasne
cording to the programme that it
was required of himashim as the head of
this dispensation that hebe
seal his testimony with his blood
and go hence to the spirit world
holding the keys of thi dispensa-
tion to open up the mission that Isia
now being performed by way of

treFrebreachingpreachingaching the gospel to the spirits
inn prison but those who shed his
blood and the people and nation
who sanctioned it in their heartshearte
havohave that to meet and they cmean no
more escape the penalty thereof
than they can escapa the death of
the body my views and feelings
jnin regard to the twelve and leading
men of thisthia church have been athla
that when they leave this of
action they will be permitted to lielle
down in peace surrounded by their
families and friendfriends and alsoniso that
godgo1I will never require them to stain
their landband with the bloch of
their followfellow men in order

to protect themselves from violence
but that the lord will fight our bat-
tle and frustrate the meameasureseures that
would lead to such an issue and
the wisdom of this is manifested in
thetho fact part of our duty is to build
temples and officiateelateclate in the same
and thisthib we could not do so accept-
ably to god if our hands were stain-
ed with the bacol of our fellowmenfel
even in our own defense hence I1
believe that god will cause the
wicked to blayslay tb a wicked and tbthatat
heteo will cut off our enerunerenemiesnies by
judgment from time to time as it
shallshail bobe deemed prudent by him
all is pencepeace in zion and I1 thank
god for it I1 am reminded of a
sayingbaying made by brother cannon
upon entering the well furnished
parlor of one of president Mermemerrilee
houses of richmond in cache
county what he eaideald aliailall
this and heaven too yes god in-
tends to give to hishia saints the good
things of the ethearth as well as the
blesulesblessingsaings of heheavenv ssas they shall
become able to use them properly
and in his fear

the lord intends to build up hibhla
zion through uhl bishis weak and
feeble creatures he intendsin tenda to
make zonvon strong and powerful in
the earth heha will bless us with
meansmaans and he will put itlil into our
hearts to build temples to his
name in which hiahis saints may
perperformforni thothe work that is13 required at
their handahands in redeeming their
dead

brethren and slaterssisters youyoa should
live by faith realizing every day
that all power rests with god and
that it is through him that we are
able to live in peace and enjoy
plenty that it Isia through him the
wrath of our enemies is turned aside
from tftimetimome to time and that it will
be through him that thetho remainder
of their wrath will bsbe restrained
you should enter yo closets
and call upon the name of the lord
manydiany of you have learned how to
pray then fail not to let your
prayers ascend up into the ears olof
the god of BabeabnothaothblI1 and he will
harhean you I1 think sometimes that
wowe do not fullyfolly comprehend the
power that we have with god in
knowing how to approach him ac-
ceptably all that thosethase men hold-
ing the priesthood and all that our
sistersbisters need do laIs to live near to
god and call upon him pouring out
their soulsbouls desires in behalf of is-
rael and their power will be felt
and their confidence in god willwili be
strengthened butbat the blesbies kingaeinga of
heaven canican only bobe obtained and
controlled upon the principles of
righteousness I1 havehare heard the
prophet joseph prayfray when the pow-
er of god rested downaown upon himhims
indand all who heard him felt it and I1
havia seen hlahis prayerspray erbera answered in a
marvelous manner almost immedi-
ately Gugovernorvernor Reynoldreynolds3 on one
occasionoccasion employed men to try and
kidnap joseph and they almost ac-
complishedcomplishedbed their designs but joseph
had somebome gentile friends asaf3 well
asaa hlahis brethren through whom
he was rwrescuedcued and was taken to
nauvoo and releasedd under a writ of
badeasladeas corpus butbah the governor
continued to10 harabaharass him with writets
and was determined to destroy jos-
eph joseph and the twelve went
before god in prayer joeph kneel-
ing before the lord offered up pray-
er and asked godgoj to deliver him
flom the power of that man
among other things hebe told the
lordlard that helie was innocent before
him and that his heart was heavy
ungerunder the persecutionpersecutionss he endured
in about forty eight houtshours from
that timetimo word reached joseph that
reynoldseynolds13 had blown hiahis brains out
before perpetrating the deed he left
a note on his desk stating that as
hishia services were not appreciated by
thothe people of the state he took that
coursecourso to end his days

there is another instance that oc-
curs to my mind A certain man
took 1 stand against joseph and en-
deavoreddeavo red to bring persecution onOD

him he went to his god and laid
the matter before him asking to
be delivered out of ther hands and
power of that wicked manmad joseph
was a prophetophee a seerbeer a revelator
he was acquainted with god he
knew the voice of the spirit when it
spoke to him after offering up hibhia
prayer the whispering 0of theine still
small voice came to him saying

waitwalt with patiencepatiences 7 the next
day that man was takentabea sick wah
cholera and died in a few hours
see howbow quickly the lord nnanswered
his prayer offered tipup while a pris-
oner in liberty jail at that time
presidents young taylor and sev-
eral of theTwelve were on theirthir way
through clay county to laylwy the cor-
ner stones otor thothe tempietemple in fulfill-
ment of the revelation given in daolao
trino ano covenants ejection

joseph had no sooner called upon
god than he was liberateliberated and his
prayer answered to the very letter
the voice of the spirit again spoke
to him speaking peace to his soul
and telling him that his troubles
should be of short duration it was
but a few days when be bad the
pleasure of shaking hands with his
brebrethren and enjoying the society
of hishib family and friends
josephjoeeph lived to accomplish the work
that was required of him notwith-
standing the persistent and deter-
mined opposition that he had to
contend against and after his
death the work still wentonwent on god
aad his angels all the while guiding
and sustaining by his spirit the
prophet brigham and hohe will
continue to sustain hishla servants
and through them and his people
israel he will bring to pass the
greagreatestteattent and grandest work that the
world has ever knownknori it Isia for usna to
wake up to a bensesense of our duty and
call upon the lord in humility and
live near to him and our eyes will
be opened as in the case of the
young man the cervant of the
ancient prophet elisha and we wilf
beobee that there ardmoreare moremoro forustfor us hanthan
against UP and that the element of
opposition tendstenda only to hasten the
fulfillment of the vurpurpurposespotes of god
put your trust in god and rely on
hiahib prom iseplEep living up to the light
and knowledge you pospossesssesesege and all
will be well with you whether living
or dying god bless you amen

christian conslaconsistencyteneygency A liast to
andnna

editor deseret Alews

on saturdayday the of Januarjanuary7
I1 lettletu london for a visit to the
channel islands going via ports-
mouth and Soutsouthamptonhamptonbampton at the
former place I1 attended meeting
with the saints on bandaysanday after-
noon

I1

and evening and had the
pleasure of talking to the largettlargest
congregation of strangers that had I1

assembled in our meeting housebouse for
months at the clodo e of the evening
service a gentleman arose from the
cengrcongregationdegation and requested zenub
blonaion to ask a question which the
congregation onecneconsentingenting to was
granted it proved to bedoo upon the
inevitable question of polygamy as
to whether wo observed it aa a bublebubieaeabeabodoctrine to which I1 replied anabo
affirmative giving beveralseveral quotations
from both tnythe old and new testa-
mentsrile1114 ants justifying its practice he
replied that were it not for poly-
gamy the christchristianlan world he felt
confident would gladly receive us
within the pale of cbchristianrisdan ortho-
doxy but that thibthis principle even
with the bible evidences and exam
pieaples in its favor was too much for
them to accept it did not hocur to
him that the rule of sobo called chris-
tian ethics that excluded UP from
the pale of christianity ahoalao ex-
cluded those great and good men
abraham jacob moses aaron

Jjoshua david solomonri and inI1

letnot nearly all the holy patriarchs
and prophetsprophete and the entire jewish
people as a nation even to the
dabdays of christ in other wordwoid
that the writers of the lawjaw alilalid
the and the nation
through whom ititt came to us by the
voice of inspiration of god are in
comeconsequencequence of their polypolygamousgamus
customs and practicepractices alsoniso excluded
from the philanthropic brotherhood
of modem christianity oh how
inconsistent and selfseif important has
this eiolf righteous genergenei atlontion be-
comecomelJ they build the fabric of

thair religious faith upon the biblebibie
yetjet they stigmatize its inspired au-
thors and its great men by this rule
of modern ethics asaa among the out
casts of the earth and beyond
pale bothbotn orof civilization and ot thela
christian religion they expects
when they get to heaven to go to
the bosom of father abraham yettyell
they will not fellowship him orioilor

countenance hishia practices while up
ouon the earth they speak in eloeio j

quence and singeing in praise of Jjosephoseph
injacobuscoblis son the child of promise
yet they him as a babastard
lecausebecausec he was the son of Rachbachrachelrachelaeljeli
the second wife they speak in
glowing terms of the goodness and
wisdom of solomon yet werdwere hehfI1

living todayto day hohe also would be sub-
ject to a similar denunciation they

to believe in the biblebibie
which says daut 222 glaA babbas
deballtardtar shall not enter the congrega-
tions of the lordbord even to

his tenth generation yet 02this
solomon who by their rule of

christian morals would not only le1

a bastard but a grossgrosa adulterer a


