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WEeimeet wilh the Faints of the
several Btakes at the Btake Quarter-
ly Conferences for the ponrpose of
glving instraetion which sll need
in order to qualify them:elves to
megnily their calling ns SBuints of
God, engaged in establithing and
building up the Church and i{ing-
dom of God. .And I will here :ay,
ae [ have ofter eaid, that nll men,
and s}l women, regardless of ibe
porition they occupy,or the office
they hold, are dependent upon the
Lord for Hia Spirit to assist them in
their labors.

I made a covenant with the Lord,
yeura ago, that whatever He would
imprees me to say, I would preach
to the people. If weare not able to
speak to your edification, It is not
because there are not truibh and
Enowled;e, Erinciples and laws suf-
ficlent within tne pale of this
Church, and connected with the
work in which wé nre engaged. 1
look npon the cause of God and the
mission that He has givea each of
us connected with it, a8 requiring
the whole atiention, the might,
mind snd strength of each one of
us, in order to magnify our caliing
and accomplish the work committed
to our haode.

The Lord raized up Joseph Smith
specially to do the work that he per-
formed. H=s was ordained and ap-
pointed befcre he was born to come
upon the stsge of actlon in thls 2ge
of QGod’s mmercy to man, throngh
the loins of ancisnt Joseph who was
e descendant of Abrzham, Iszao
and Jacob, to 1sy the foundatlon of
this great and glorious dispen-
gation — a dispensation  that
will be markzd and dlstin-
guiaked in the amnals of human
Bbistory for its grand aad mighty,
B& ai=o ita serions and swiul events.
The day has already dawned when
the light of heaven is to fill the
earib; the dsy in which the Lord
has said thatnothing thould be kept
hidden, whether it be things per-
taining to“one God, or many Gods,
or to thrones, principalities or pow-
ere; the day in which everything
that has been kept from the know-
ledge of man ever since the founda-
tion of the earth, must be revealed;
and itiaa day In which the ancient
ptophets looked forwerd to with =
great deal of interest, and anxiety,
it ia a day in whick the Gospel is to
be preached to every nation, tongue
and people for = witness of what
saell rollow; aday in which the Is-
rael of God who receive it In their
Jispersed and scattered condition
are to gather together to the place
appoluted of God, the place where
they will perform the “‘marvelous

. work and a wonder” spoken of by
the anclents who, in vision, saw our
day; and where they will begin to
Inherit the promises made to the
fathers respecting their children.
The work that is to be eo marvelous
i the eyes of men has already com-
menced, and is assuming shage and

roportions; but they cunnot gee 1t.
Ft will consist In preaching the Gos-
pel toall the world, gathesing the
Halnts from the midse of ali those
nationa who reject if; huilding vp
the Zion of Gou; establishing per-
manently in the earth His king.
dom; preparing for the work of
the gathering of the Jews and the
events that will follow their settle.
ment in their own lands, and in
proparing for ourtelves holy places

m which to stend when
the jodgments of God =hall

overtake the natiors. This is truly
n good work; mnd jt 13 n marvef
(when we look al it with our
naturrzl eyes) how ihls people sre
pustained in their fsith and bope of
accomplishing 1, besides having to
provide for the wants of themselves
ond families, which is of liself as
much 83 most men ean accomplish,
We cannot do the work which God
through us intends to have done,
unless wo piace oureelves under His
care and direstion, and take the sen.
timent, #The Kingdbm of God,or
nothing,” for our motto, as well as
the end snd alm of our life, This
we must do to be traly the sorvants
of God. We cannos serve God and
mamon, We esanot bulld] up the
Kingdom of Godand withhold our
hearts from Him. We must either
comde under the dominion of God
and be led and directed by Him, or
nnder the dominfon of Haten, and
he ruled over by him. It ls for us,
through ouor faith and works, omr

desires and course of life, to ochoose
which we will take, as we must
take the one eido or the other.

Nobody in this world bas cauke to
rejoice 33 we have. None have the
encouraging futore before them that
we have; for Zlon 3 not to be
moved out of her place, peither ia
Sithe kingdom™ to be given to =n-
other people. Qod rules and relguns,
and we ate Hia people, and He is
our God.

This work, this marvelous work
and a wonder, the work that will
eventually #ill the whole world—and
neither man nor the cevil can pre-
vent it — commenced, ss. all the
worke of our God begn, jn a small
way. It waslikened by the Savior
to the mustard seed, the sroajflest of
2l seeds, put in the soll, which grew
until the fowls of the =it could
lodge in the branches thereof. This
certafnly js the charscterestic of
this Church snd Kingdom, ccm-
mencing as it did on the 6th day of
April, 1830, with only six members.
But the Loid told Joseph in one of
the revelationa that he waa laying
the foundation of a great work, ho ¥
great he knew not. Joseph was
young ot that tlme, and could mot
comprebend fully the nature of the
work: which he had been called and
arpointed to commencein the earth,

When Joeeph presented to the
Christian world the principles that
God had communicated to him, he

at once aroned thelr prejudlices; be

had to struggle mgainei traditions
which they had inherited from their
{athers who knew not God nor His
ways, traditions which had eome
down to them through the ages,
which were antagonietic to the sav-
ing trutks of heaven. And hence
his life was one continual struggle,
mecting with opposition on every
trand, especially trom the priests of
the day; bant he lived through it
and rejolced greatly in his labors un-
1il he fnished his testimeny in the
flesh, after laborlngz some fourteen
yesrs to that end. “He bad to wave
through deep waters; but he never
was discourcgml or disheartened,
noiwlithstanaing he bad to :contend
againat foes without and foes within.
He never lost sight of the majeity
of hiscalling,nor the divinity of this
work; bot spake and acted In the
midsi of the people ander sll eclr-
cumstances the man that he was—
ihe Prophet of God, the Beer and
Revelator of the last dispeueation.
Heo left us under peinfol circum-
atancer, eealing bis testimony with
hia hlood; but bis works follow him.
The Gogpel of the Klngdom which
he presciied, flouziched under the
wire sdministration of God’s eer-
vants who followed him. The Lord
hleszed and sustained Hia Aposties,
and led them to this land, where
the standsrd of Zlon has been
planted, which beging already to
attract the noticeof the naticns
afar ¢ff. And here in this land,not-
withetanding the difflcultles we
have had to wreatle with, ipeident
to eetiling n new conntry a thone-
and mliles from eivillzation, having
also to protect ourtelves against the
raids of the wild and uniutored In-
¢ians, the Lord has prospered us,
and blessed us on every hand; and
we are to-dey a bleseed people. Yet
the Christian world isopposed to ur,
and the Christians generally hste
us. The Bavior himeelf had the
aaIne spirit and feeling to contend
against. There was n0 msn more
unpopular then He; no man more
persecuted than He. And why? Be-
caugs He preached false dectrine?
No. Theresl reazon wie, as He
himself declarsd, becauee they loved
darkness better than lizht, Lecause
their deecs wers evil. There nre
but the two powers, that of God and
that of the devll, There is but the
one trze and Nving God, and He ls
onr Eternel Father, tho creator of
this earth; and He will give it tz
His children to inherit.

‘We are nearing the end of the 6th
thousandth year., We bhave the
history, or =a partial history, of the
dealings of God with the mations
from the day of Father Adam down
ad contained in the Bible and the
Book of BMoermon, from which we
msy learn many valuable lessons.
God bas raized up at different ages
erriain men to do a certaln work, as
He raised up father Abraham, He
wae a ngbla apirit, we are told, be-
fore he left the realmo of glory to
come and tnbernaele in the flesh.

‘He had the spirlt of the Gods with

him when he wes born; and he was
faighful to God,and He hsd eon-
fidencs in him; acd whatever God
required at his l;ands, he performed.
Bo with Enoch. He etcod at the
hieadof the dispensation in which
he iived. He, in the course of time,
some 350 years, bntlt and perfected
the city called Zion, He, however,
met with all klnds of opposition

from the people armong whom he
labored; but the power of God waa
manifested to such an extenf that
his epemies mtood and trembled
throngh fear; and through that
power he wa3s enabled to perform
the mighty work which he and his
people did; it was mot becaure the
dew:]l and his party were any more
kindly disposed towards the Bainta
of God, but because they conld not
help themselve:; and In the wisdom
of God Enoch and his people and
their ¢ity were taken away from
the earth,

The devil in different nges hsas
made wat agalnet the Balots and
overcoms them;, and he has tried
his best to destroy this Church and
Kingdom, ArI have saig¢, Joseph
and the first Elders met with the
flercest kind of oppos!tion; but,with
zorze exceptions, we have etood it
all, sndare the better to-day for
havinpg paeted through the fire.
Wkhen we went vpon our flrst for-
elgn missfon, Joseph snid to ue, #*No
matter what may come upen youo,
round up yont shoulders and besr
i, and always sustain and defend
the Jnterests of the Church and
Kingdom ¢f God. When we took
our departure his demeanor in parg-
ing was something that I had pever
noticed or experifepced before. After
¢rossing tbe Mississippl River I
crawled to the nide of & houre end’
lay down upon m elde of eole Jeather,
while mflering from the chilis and
fever. While resting there tbe
Prophet Jo:eph came aiyng and sgw
me, He gave me some parting ad-
vice in answer to some rewmarks
mrde, and then told me togetu
apd goon, and all wonld be well
with me. That is the way [ parted
with him upon that ocomsn. From
thut day to this I have notited the
steady growth and ipgreare of this
pwple. We have 6gtining eico to do
but to build up the Kiagdem of God
If we do this Ha will ﬁaep ws and
provide for ue. We want te lstor
as & body of Prieeihaod, to enter in-
to the holy of holiss; we want to
come before Ged and pray until we
get the epirit of this work, until we
comprehend our calllng before God.

There has never been such a dle-
pensation upon tho eéirth as the
precent one. In other diwpenaations
men ltad to lay down thea kves,
and othera to hide up tu dene and
caves of the earth, aud wawnder in
sheep skina and goat skins, for the
word of God, We bavehad a taste
of the rame treatment In our day.
And we have alio scen days of
poverty. When for inatance, we
left to go on our Aret Englirh mis-
glon, two dollars would havebought
everything I left to feed and alothe
my wife and childrer. I hardiy had s
day’s proviejcns in my house. It was
a good deal eo with my brethren;
but we did not stay_ tv puree our
wives, Thoee were the days of our
poverty; and we never hnew what
it was ta be'comforiably well off un-
tll we come to there valleys of the
monntaine,. We had a great many
trials In those days on what we cxall
ed trials, I want to getthiz prinei-
ple into Your minds, that God Al-
mighty is gulding the course of thie
Church and Kingdom, and not we;
and He has orgapized 1t for this
day and generation and it never will
be rooted out of the earth =again.
The Prophet Joseph knew whst ho
was doiog; in fact, ho knew much
more than he dared to tell on neo-
count of the predfudice, traditions,
and unbellef of the pecple, I ured
to have peculiar feelings sbout his
desth nnd the way in which his Jife
was taken. I felt thatif, with the
conrent end good feellngs of the
brethren that walted on him after
hecrossed the river to leave Nauvwoo,
Joreph conld have had Dis
desire, hej would have ploneered
the way to the Rocky Monutsins,
But eince then I Lave heen fully
reconciled to the fact that it wa= ac-
cording to the programme, that it
wno required of him, as the head of
this dispensation, that he shounld
seal his testimony with hia bload,
and go hence to the eplrit world,
holding the keym of thie dispensa-
tion, 1o open up the miseion that is
now being performed by wey of

aching the Goepel to the +pirits

n priscn.” Bnt those who ehed his

blood, and the people and nation
who eanctioned it ia their hearts,
have that to meet, and they ¢can no
more escape the penalty thereo!
than they can eecspe: the death of
the body. My views nnd feelings
in regard to the Twelve and leading
men of this Church have been this,
that when they leave this stego of
action they wiil be permitted fo lle
down in peace surcounded by their
families and friende; and also, ihint
God will never requirethem to ste'n
their band whth the blocd of
their  fellow men, 1In- order

to protect themseivenfrom violence,
but that the Lord will fight our bat-
tlea, and frustrate the meacnres that
would Jead to ench an issue. And
the wisdom of this Ia manifested in
the fect pert of our duty is to build
Ternples, and officlate in the same;
and this we could not do so accept-
ahly to God if our hands were stain-
ed with the blood of our fellowmen,
even in our own defense. Hence 1
belleve thst God will cause the
wicked to slay the wicked; and that
He will cut off onr enemies by
jndgment from time to time, as it
ehall be dermed prudent by Him.
Al ia peace In Zlon, 2nd I thank
God for it. I am reminded of &
saying made by Brother Cannon
upon entering the well furnished
parlor of one of President Merrili’s
houses, of Richmond, in Cache
County. “What,” he said, “all
this and heaven too?” Yes, God in-
trnds to give to His Salnta the good
thingd of the earth, as well as the
blesstngs of hesven, ot they shall
begoroe able to use them propetly,
and in his fear.

The Lord intends to build ap Hle
Zion through us His wenk and
feeble creatures, He intends to
maks Zion strong and powerfui in
the ecrth. He will bless us with
mesns, and He will put it into our
hearts to bulll Temples to His
pame, in which Hia 8zlnots may
perform the work that is required st
their hands in redeeming thelr
dead.

Brethren and siaters, you shculd
live by faith, reallzing every day
that all power rests  with God, and
that it i1 through Him that we are
able to llve In pezce and enjoy
plenty; that it ia through Him the
wrath of ourenemies Is tarued acide
from time to time, and that it will
be throngh Him that the remainder
of their wrsth will be resiralned
You ehounld enter yoor secretolosetr,
and call upon the name of the Lord.
Many of you have learned how to
pray; then fail not to let your
prayers ascend up into the ears of
the Glad of Babnothi and He will
besr you, I think eometimes that
we do not fully comprehend the
power that we have with God in
Enowing how to spproach Him ac-
ceptably. All that thaze men hold-
ing the Priasthood, and all that vur
aisters need do, i3 to live near to
God, and call upon Him, pooringout
their eoul’s desires in behalt of le-
rael, snd their power will be felt,
and their confidence in God will be
strengthened. Bat the bleaeings of
heaven can only be obtained and
controlled npon the principles of
rightepusness. 1 have heard the
Prophet Joseph pray when tbe Epw-
er of God rested duwn uwpon him
und u1] who heard bim felt it; and L

-have seen his prayers answered in &

marvelous manner almost immedi-
ately. Guvernor Reyoolds on one
occasign employed men toiry and
kidnap Joeeph, and they simost ac-
eomplished their designs; bnt Soseph
had some Gentile friends as well
as his brethren, through whom
he wes rescued, and was (azen to
Nauvoo and releassd under & writ of
habeas corpus. But the Governor
continued o harass him wiith write,
and was determ'ned to destroy Jos-
eph. Joseph and the Twelve went
before God in prayer, Joseph Eneel-
ing before the Lord offered up pray-
er, and asked God to deliver him
fiora the power of thet man.
Among other things Lie told the
Lorg that he was iunocent hefare
Him, aud that his heart was heavy
unger the perzecutions be endured.
In about forty.efght hours from
that time word renched Jceeph that
Reynolds had blown his brailns out.
Before perpetrating the deed he left
anote on his desk stating, that as
his services were not appreciated by
the reople of the Btate, he took thui
course to end his days.

There is nnother instance that oc-
curs to my mind, A certalh msn
took a stand agsinst Soeeph, and en-
denvored to bripg persecution oo
him. He went to his God aod lald
the mattier before Him, aeking to
be delivered out of the hands and
power of that wicked man. Joseph
wae a Prophet, a Seer, 1 Revelator,
He wes acqueinted with God; he
knew the voice of the Sgirlt whea 11
spoke to him, After oflering up bie
prayer, the whizpering of thne stil)
small voice came to him saying,
“Walt with patience.”
dzy that man was taken efek wLb
cholers, and died in nfew hours
Bee how quickly the Lord xnswered
bis prayer offered up while a prie-
onor in Liberty Jail. At that time,
Presidents Young, Taylor and sev-
eral of theTwelve were an thelr;way
through Clay Ceounty to lay the eor-
ner stones of the Temple, in fulfill-
ment of the reveiatlon givenin Dac.
trilne and Covenants, eection 118,
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Joseph had no eocorer called npon
God thau he was liberated; snd his
prayer answered to the very letter.
The voice of the Bpirit sgain spoke
to him, epeaking peace to his soul,
and telllng him that his troubles
should be of ehort duration. It was
but a few days when he had the
pleseure of ehaking hands with his
krethren, and enjoying the soclety
of his fomily and friends,
Joseph lived to sccompiish the work
that was requlred of him netwith-
standing the persistent and deter-
mined opposition that he hadto
contend agmningt, And safier his
death the work still went on, God
and His angels all the while guiding
and sustaining by His Bpirit the
Propbet Brigham, And He will
continuo te sustatn His rervants,
and through them and His people
Ierael He will bring to pass the
grenteat and grandest work that the
world has ever known, It $a for ns to
wake up to a renee of our duty, and
call upon the Lord in homility, snd
live near to Him; and our eyes witl
be opened, as in the case of the
young masn, the eervant of the|
snclent Prophet Elisha, and we wil]
see that there are more for ua than
ngainst ue; and that the element of
opposition tende only to hasten the
fuliliment of the purpoves of Qod,
Put your trust in God wnd rely on
H}a promises, Hving up to the light
and knowledge you possese; and all
will be well with you whether Mving
or dying. (od bless yoa, Amen.

@orrespondence,

“Christisn® Couninteney—A Vialt to
Portamputh apd Scuthhmpton,

Editor Deserel News:

On Baturday, the 20th of January,
I lett London for a vieit to the
Chunnel Islande, going via Porte-
mouth and Southampton. At the
former place I altended meeting
with the Baints ¢n Banday after-
noon and evening, and bhad the
‘pleasure of talking to the largest
congregation of strangers that had
assembled in our meeting house for
months. At the clo:e of the evening
gervice a gentlemac ‘arcse from the
congregation and requested perrl:
ajon to ark a question, which the
congregation cunsenting to was
granted, It proved to be mpon the
inevitable quention of polygamy, as
to whether wo obeerved it as s Bible
doctrine, to which I replied in/the
affirmauve giving eeveral quotations
from both the Old and New Testa-
ments jnstifying its practice. He
replied, that were it not for poly-
gamy, the cbristian wurld, he fejt
confident, wonld gladly receive ua
within the pale of christian ortho.
doxy, but that this principle, even
with the Bible evidences and exam-
ples in its favor, was too mueh for
them to secept. 1t did not oocur to
him that the rule of so-called chris
tlan ethics thet excinded us from
the paie of Christianity alao ex-
oluded thore great and good men,
Abreham, Jacob, Moses, Aaron,
Joshua, David, Solomon, and in
fsct nenrly sll the holy patriarchs
and prophets and the entire Jewish
pecple as & patlon, even to the
days of Christ, In other wordg
that the writers of the ‘‘aw szl
the testimouy* and the natie
through whom it cuige to us by the
volce of fuepiration of God are,in
¢ontequence of ilhelr polygamous
custome and) praotices, also exoluded
from the philanthropic brotherhad °
of modern Christianity, Oh, bow
incongl-tent and self-importaut has
thls welf-rightecus geneintion bes
gome! They build the fabric of
thair rellgious faith upon the Bible,
5ot they stigmatize {18 inapireda au-
thors and jts great men by thia rule
of modern ethics a8 among the out
casts of the earth and beyond the
pale both of eivilization aud ol their
Christian religion. They espect
when they get to beaven to goto
the bosom of Father Atraham; yel
they will not fe.lowehip him, o
countenance his practices while up)|
on the earth, They speak in el
quence snd sing in gralae ot Josephy
Jacob’s son, the child of promre;
yet they stigmetize him as a bastard
because ho was the son of Hachel,
the reccnd wife, They speak in
fowing terms of the gooaness and
wisdom of Solomon} yet, wers bt
living to-day he alo would be rubr
Ject to a eimilar denunciation, They
motend to believe In the Bibig
which eays, Dzut. 23rd, 22; A bag,
tard ehall not enter the congregs
tione of the Lord, even #
his tenth generation.””” Yet thk
Holomon who, by their rule o
Chrietian Morals would not only 1®
a bastard, but a groes adulterer®




