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for themeelves, Thie, too, le
:hrlanc?::pnmm toall who know them.
Even with regard to the suthority
of the Bible there i mot that
divided opinion which the clerg¥ymen
refers to, The fact je that every
scholar, Mormod or non-Mormon,
kpowe that the sacred Beriptures, al-
though io the main polota ldentieal
with the nriginal documente, yet have
suflered so many changes that nt pres.
ent it s absolutely. imposeihle to restore
the originsal text in every particular.
Our Christlap friocnde are well aware
of this fact, but someol them bavea
motive for endeavoring to conceal it as
fat as possihie. They belleve thut God
no longer hoide the position relstive to
His children that He held anciently;
ibey deny Hlie power or His wilt to
reveal tratb in the same way ss He
revenled it centurles ago. A complete,
Jnfatlivie and stereotyped Bible is their
only refuge whel preesed for reasine
for this alieged ohsnge in Him whom
they declare js unchangeable. Were it
not for the sake of the pDeceesity of
denying direct communbicatlon with
God. Christiane weuld view the Blble
in tl’w same light as l.he_Mormons 0=
s record of God’s dealinge with man
;!; former dispepssations, rellable in
every malD poiot potwithetanding the
allerations it may have ruffered at the
bands of fallible men,
The poeition of the Mormone on thier
petween two flren. Agalnet

fg:-gfa ! Christians  who, Wwithout
sufficlent grounde, cluim the
miragalour  preservatlon  of the
Bible text 10 every lefter, in
order to bave an exouese to refuse bo

he volce of Qod now, they
'ti;a:f:l:i?ntthat the sacred volume 18 po
lopger complete, nor its Dow recejved
text infalithble ip every datail, and that
it oonseguently, canoot be a eubsii-
ll;.lte for living, jpeptred fervants of Lhe
L-rd. Acaiustthe critice that would
jike to rejegate the Seriptures to the do.
main of heathen myth they maintaln
1he gevulipeness and the suthenticity
of the Bible record in all points eseen-
tlal for the enllghtecment of mankind
on the putjects Il;la::al with. There is

jstency in tnle,
novlvntf::smlnlslem tuke the Mormone
to taek for their conceptlons of
the Delly, they are enlering particu-
Jarly dangerous ground to themee]ves,
In the Bible It ls declared that It je
eternal 1ife to kpow God, but modern
theologinps, ever Binge the day of the
Athanaeian creed, have declsred that
(Fod iw incemprebensible, thereby
freely conlessiog that they thempeives
lughk one element nf eternal [l e. What
right, then, bave tney,who lhemselves
profees ignofance, t) slomp uthers se
herelics becsuse of Views Dot in basr-
mopy wiih thein? Did the Bon of God
reveal the Fatbhei? Did He teach His
followers to call upon the Lord under
the name of Fatbe1? Aud le thuta
figure of speech merely, or is It &
truth? et those who profesa 1o bLe-
Jieve jn tpe Blble anewer,

It is concelvable tbast those who
bave no practtoal experience in lhe
moral effects of the Qospel, or more
thay a wsupeiflola]l knowledge of e
dociriner, 0an reguld ft 3 ap obslaole
to motal progreee. Anpcient pbilueo-
phera at first looked upon Chrietianily
Ip the same light, and they freely ac.
cused Chrieilaps of immorality, It
wues pevertheless true thal the Gospel
then wae in ite effecis superior not op-

ly to the heathen philosophical sya:
tems but sleo Lhe goostic mysticlem
thal competed with it for recognition.
Apd it s equally irue now that Mor-
monlem in its moral eflecte 1ar aur-
parees the eflect of nny other religious
system, We are willing Lo compare
the fagots,

BAPTISTS AND CHUICH BANK.
ROPICY.

Accordiog to ap lnterview im Fri.
day'e New York World, Lawyer D,

W. Perkip?, who has chsarge of the
finapnces of the American Bapttst
‘bome mlission sociely, which bhae
fupds loaned on charch edlfiges of the
Baptist denomination in nearly every
state and lerritory, thinks the soclety
fe In for forecloeing n lot of these
mortgnges, and ae a consequencs wiil
hecome the owcer of mife church
edifices tban the orgeanization Jdesires
to take ont of the bande of locsl con-
gregatiope, Mr. Perklne says the
soclety 18 culling 1o all ite mortgages
on church property throughout the
country, btecauee of the free silver
movemeol,

Thbis rociely has been in existence
slpoe 1832, and expends ahout balf a
million dollare annusally ip Ite epeclal
linpe, It loapes mooey o oilber thabp
EBaptiet congregations who wish to
erect church edifices, and for three
years pasl has ipnsieted op Lhe gold
claure fn all mortgages to aj} bdut
Baptiste; these do not slgo
a gold-mortgage when they
borrow money to  hulld, Mr,
Perkipa says that In respobnse to the
eoolety oalle for ite Interest letters come
soying ¢*the stiver agitatlon iseu ms-
terjully affectlng the flnsnces of the
localities that it mwkes jt next to iny-
puesible to raire mooey.’”” Theu the
joterview goes on:

Mr. Perkins says: “We afoe now en-
deavoring to obiain payment of thesge
loaps. But the repart from the churches
is Lo the effect that it is utterly impos-
sible for them, ip the present condition
of inancs, Lo pay thess mortgages, and
maDy ot them really admit that If there
should be n favorable vote for free goin-
age they will probably he compslled to
yield thelr oburch wvroporty, unless the
society can carry them lobngsr. The re-
«nlt ia that Lhe sociaty is zreatly orippled
in its work, and our fear I thatifthe
silver movement ehall be successful our
work will have Lo largely ceane.”’

‘Wouldo't the majority of ohurches,
under thuse circumslances, bave to go
into bankruptey?’ asked the reporier.

““The churches, undel such circum-
siancas,’ replhied Mr. Perkins, ‘*would,
of eourse, lore thejr chureh property un-
leas our wmociety conlinued to carry them
without paymentof principal or iuterest.
In such an event it would wake the
sociely almost powerless to carry on its
work in alding the ereclion of churches
in pew localities.’!

It will be readlly reorganizsd that
the pubilication of such inlerviews, and
the actloD reiérred lo therein, is 1D ap-
cord withh the threat uf cerlaip classes
01 oreditors 10 precipitate a finacciul
papic {f beceseary o block the free
silver movement. It will be motau
alsu thut before the free siiver muve.
ment bap reached the polpt ol
losuguratiun nto the country’s
Apspces it 1a *‘wtterly Vmporsihie® 1or
iDe mortgagors to pay uu. To 1het
extent, thenu, tlite *dead wall’’ is
reacbed; and without going iuto pro.

lonzed and vonecessary argument the
subjeot may be referred to the intalli-
vent reader with the suggestion that,
the ‘‘impossihie® bejug arrived at, Do
cbange ono make {t woree, and any
change might bring improvemant,
Tne mertgagors cannot pay now and
must he carried or foreclosed op; hence
it eilver succese cuused any movemeut
at all from that situation, now at fts
worsef, it muel be for a helter state of
affaire,

IMMORAL MARRIAGES,

The growlng frequency with which
divorces ure encceesively obtained by

men and womeb in order that they
may almost immediately re-enter the
marrjage state s attracting copslder-
able comment in pulpit and prees, the
coprensus of opinlon being that such
proceedioge amount to & gross immotr-
allty that menaces the family relstion
inthis country, The ease with which
divorces are obtalued leaves no diffi-
culty in the way of persous who desire
to live together for a ehort time
and theo chapge their companion-
Bhip for o pew fancy o de so
with all the formasof legality, The
more notabie cases of this klpd that
comie before tbe publlec are those of
actors and notreszsvs, eome of whom
bave heen known to wmake the change
80 quickly that before leaving the
room wbere the divorce bas been
granied the new epgagement bas been
Apnounced; and the Lrip frequentiy
bas been made difect from the divorce
court totbe marriaye hall. But while
the stage people attract the most public
attention hecause of thetr “lightolng
cbanges” in the marrlage relstion,
there are many couples In private

life who diggount actors and
votresses io the rapldity of
trapsition from obne family part.
ner to apother. Cobpesldering the

utter contempt o whiob the tamily re-
lation, onte held so eacred, Is heing
brought by thie practice in modern
soclety, 1t is po woonder that people
who have the welfare of the nation at
beart feel, ae the New York Worl 1 ex-
presees Ii, that these (requent divorges
and re-warriages ‘‘are mo differept
from open Immorality.,. Tha com-
plaissnce of the courl and the cuplgity
ot the minpister cupnot alter the essen-
tial centrnl tact. [p obe way Lhey are
more subversive than open Immorality.
They bring the justitution of marrisge
into disrepute. They make lts vows
aheurd an+ its high ideal of goneis-
Lenoy n tuatter af derfuinn ??

GERMAN PAFPERS way luat  Bjora-
sljine Bjsrawou, Nurway's celobrated
pust and politiciaw, has concluded io
%0 into voluntary exile aod take up his
renidence ip Germany, owing to the at-
tagks mads upon bim 1o hisa own
country op acesunt of hia politicsl
ideas. Even bis friende have coup-
seled him lately tu keop atill—sp uiter

impessibility.  There erems 1o he
eometbing pecullsr about the great
literary lighis o1 that country. Jonpus

Lite lives in Parts. Heurlk lbs:n has
been ap exlle so long that be is simust
a strupgel in  bis own country.
Jaoeen lived in the Uopited Hiates
reversi yeare, and now Bforuson scems
to bave found his gouolrymep un-
grateful.  Is it wnother case of g
prophet not btelng appreciasted In his
owao house?



