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thinking for themselves thlethis too liIs
a tact apparent to all who know them

siren with regard to the authority
of the bible there laIs not that
dividedilltided opinion which the clergymanclereyman
irligefenfere to the fact liela that every
fOimholarbolar mormon or non mormon
knowsknow that the sacred scriptures al-
thoughthough in the main points identical
with the original documents yet have
offeredmitered soBO many changes that at pre-

sent it I1la absolutely impossible to restore
thisthe original text in every particular
oar christian friends are well aware
of this tactfact but some of them have a

motive for endeavoring to conceal it rioae

ft of possible they believe that god
no longer holds the position relative to

HIP obilchildren that he held anciently
theytheir deny hishia power or hishie will to

reveal truth in the samegame way as he
revealed it centurioncenturies ago A complete
infalliblefallibleiB slidand stereotyped bible lais their
onlyF refuge when pressed for reasreasons

alleged change in him whomfor 1

they declare isif unchangeable were it
not for the sake of the necessity of

direct communication with
actedsd christiana weald view the bible

I1 light BBan the mormonscormons oo00flameawein ae0
as a record of godsgoda dealings with man

reliable indispensationalin former
everyety mainmafia point notwithstanding the

it waymay have sufferedbuffered at theabesiteiterationsrations
bondsbands of fallible men

abe position of the mormonscormons on this
point inIB between two fires against
them I1 christianschristiana who without
samefficientelent grogroundunde claim theabe
miraculous preservation of the
bible text in every letterlepter in
order to have an excuse to refuse to

listen to the voiceoice of god now they
maintain that the sacred volume is no

longer complete nor its now received
text infallible in every detail and that

consequently cannot be a subst-
itute
skit

for living inspired servants of thehe
the critics that wouldJL rd

like to relegate the scriptures to theibe do

vista of liestheathenben myth they maintain
me genuineness sodand the authenticity
of the bible record in all points essen-
tial for we enlightenment of mankind

it deals with there fbatheon abe
in this

when ministers takeaske the mormoncormons
to tooktack torfor their conceptions orof
thetee dodeityity they are entering partparticu-
larly

leu
dangerous ground to themselves

in the bible it isia declared watthat it lais
internal life to know god but modern

ever since the day of the
orcreedsed have declared that

ist thereby
freely that they themselves

element of eternal 11 e whatlack one
thenlien have they who themselves
ignorance t stamp others asae

heretics because of views not in bar
with rt 7 did the son of god

reveal the FtFiatbei did he teach his
followersfol lowera to call upon the lord under
the name of father and Is a

of merely or isin it a
troth LOLlei those whowh profess to be
eteve in tootoe bible answer

it lais conceivable that those who
have no practical experience in theibe
moral of thehe gospel or more
titanthan a superficial knowledge of its
doctrine can regard it as an obstacle
to moral promrenireve ancient
aben at first looked upon christianity
I1M the came light sodand they freely soao
rinsedaed christianschristian of immorality it
irae nevertheless true that the gospel
fea waa lain its effects superior not on

10

ly to the heathen philosophical eyey
tema but also the grostic mysticism
that competed with it for recognition
and it is equally truerue now that mor

in its moral effects larfar ourur
passes the effect of any other religious
system we are willing to compare
the facts

BAPTISTS AND CHURCH BKBANK

according to an interview in fri-
days nownew yorkyolk world lawyer D
W perkina who hashag charge of thebe
finances of the american baptist
home mission society which hasbaa
funds loaned on church edifices of the
baptist denomination in nearly every
state and territory thinks the society
toie in for foreclosing a lot of these
mortgagesmortgage and asan a consequence will
become the owner of mire church
edifices thenthan the organization desires
to take out of the hands of local con-
gregationsgregat loDeions mr perkins says the
society laIs calling toin allail itsite mortgages
on church property throughout thecountry because of the free silver
movement

this society hasboa been in existence
since 1832 and expends about halfbelf a
million dollars annually in its special
line it loans money to other than
baptist congregations who wish to
erect church edifices and for three
years past has insisted on ththee gold
clause in all mortgages to all but
baptist these do not sign
a gold mortgage when they
borrow money to build mr
perkins says that in response to the
society calls for its interestio terest lettersletter come
saying the silver agitation is suso ma-
teriallyteri ally affecting the finances of the
localities that it makes it next to im-
possible to raise money 11 then the
interview goes on

mr perkins says we are now en-
deavoringdeavoring to obtain payment of thesethele
loans but the report from the churches
inia to the effect that it isin utterly impos-
sible for them in the present condition
of finance to pay these mortgages and
many otof them really admit that if there
should be a favorable vote for free coin-
age they will probably be compelledcom pelle d to
yield their church property unless the
society can carry them longer the re-
sult1 isia that the society is greatly crippled
in its work and our fear is that if the
silver movement shall be successful our
work will have to largely cease

the majority of churches
under those circacircumstances have to go
into bankruptcy asked the reporter

the churches under such circum
atancioat anceo replied mr perkins would
otof course loselone their church propertyy un-
less our society continued to carry them
without payment of principal or interestiuiereat
in such an event it wouldatwould make the
society almost powerless to carry on its
work in aiding the erection of churches
in nownew localities

it will be readily reorganized that
the publication of such interviews and
the action referred to therein tois in ac-
cord with the threat of certain classes
orof creditors to precipitate a financial
panic it necessary to block the free
silver movement it will be noted
also that before the free silver move-
ment has reached the point 0of
inauguration into the countrys
finances it Is utterly torfor
theine mortgagors to pay up to that
extent wonthen the dead wall is
reached and without going into pro

longed and unnecessary argument the
subjectobject may be retreferrederred to the integ

vent reader witowith the suggestion that
the impossible l being arrived at44 no
change can make it worse and any
change might bring improvementane mortgagors canootcannot pay now and
must be carried or foreclosed on hence
if silver success caused any movemovementmout
at all from that situation nowDOW at ito
worst it must be for a better state of
affairs

immaIMMORALRAL MARRIAGES

the growing frequency with which
dldivorcee are successively obtained by
men and women in order that they
may almost immediately reenterre enter the
marriamarriagegestatestate tola attracting consider
able comment in pulpit and press the
consensus of opinion being that such
proceedings amount to a gross immor-
ality that menaces the family relation
in this country the ease with whichwhish
divorcesdivorcee are obtained leaves no biffi
culty in the way of personspersona who desire
to live together for a abort time
and then change their companion
ship for a new fancy to do soBO
with all the formsforma of legality themore notable cases of this kind that
come before the public are those of
motorsactors and actresses some of whomhave been known to make the change
soeo quickly that before leaving me
room where the divorce hagban been
granted the new engagement hasbaa been
announced and the trip frequently
hasbaa been made direct from the divorce
court to the marriage hallbal but while
the stage people attract the most public
attention because of their 61 lightning
changes in the marriage relation
there are many couples toin private
life who discount actors and
actresses in the rapidity of
transition from one family part
ner to another considering thehe
utter contempt in which me family rore
latfloo once holdheld so sacred Isin being
brought by this practice toin modern
society it tola no wonder that people
who have the welfare of thebe nation at
heart feel as thebet newne w york worlworldi ex
presses it that these frequent divorces
and remarriagesmarriagesre are nodo different
from open immorality the com-
plaisance of the court and the cupidity
otof the minister cannot alter the essenemen
bial central fact in one way they are
more subversive than open immorality
they bring the institution of marriage
into disrepute they make itsito vowsvow
absurd and its high ideal of cansis
bedoy a matter if kimlonrimlon ff

PAPERS sayay luat bjornbiorn
stillelsiie norwardNor celebrated
jostandpoet and clau baaha concluded to
go90 into voluntary exile rod take up his
residence in germany owing to the at-
tacks made upon him in hishie owaovacountry on accart of hisbis political
ideasidea even hishie friendsfrienda have conn
meled himbim lately to keep stillan utter
impossibility there seems to be
something peculiar about the great
literary lights orof that country jonae
litelie lives in parispane henrik iba iu hallbas
been SOan exile soBO long that nebe is almost
a strBt rangerauger in hihis own country
jansenjaneen lived in the jolted wawaslates
severalrever lyeanyears and now bjornsonBJornaon seemsbeema
to have found hisbl un-
grateful laIs it another calle of a
prophet not being appreciated in blibig
ownowa housebouse


