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til my beloved brethren and sisters it
S hasbaa fallen to my lot this afternoon to
y cupy this stand how long I1 may
f addressdress youOU will depend upon the
i amountt of your faith and influence that
tr I1 may receiverece iye and of the inspiration of

the holyoly spirit that I1 shall enjoy hav-
ingf been called to occupy this position
addi having as I1 believe quite a degree

f faith in the authority otof the holy
F priesthood I1 do expect to be endowed

with a portion of light and intelligence
1 laaram acting lnin I1this capacity that
may probably do some of us at least

A some of the good that we require
v our presence in this assembly would

eem to indicate on our part a desire to
babe enlightened in those things that

t immediately ppertainertain to our re
v

and moral obligations we
1 toniy did not come here this afternoon

1 to discuss politics neither did we come
expectingn to be enlightened on apropo

4 Afflonks electingaffecting exclusively our business
y interests but in accordance with oury religiousragious trainingtIg we have assembled
hwe that we might lay aside our tem

es and devote a goodly degree
af our attention to the obligations we

7 are under to learn and to do the will of
Cs d our heavenly father this at any

I1 think is the feeling that should
irerf every worshipperworshipper who has as
batedled in this tatabernaclebernacle on this oc-
on
hee positionposidion that the latter dayclay
ats occupy in the world is unique

stand here representing the only
church of christ we represent to
children of men that we have re-

ed the oracles of the holy priest
jd and that the administration of
t priesthood is in the hands of those

kd have received that authority direct
m our lord and savior jesus christ

n this generation we do not make
i aassertiontion without believing it we

F uve not embraced this faith simply be
auabse be we consider it the most tenable
aut we have embraced it because we
lifcueveve it in its entirety and by belaev

aj and obeying it have received the
hoty ghost which has borne testimony

usOB of the truth of the teachings that
aywe have accepted we therefore in
ibee name of that jesus whom we seserve

11 uwand being entrusted with a mission
t himham call upon all the children of

merrmen to give heed to the glorious intel-
ligenceligence that god has spoken from the
heavens in these last days and has
called upon all men everywhere to re-
pent of their sins to be baptized for the
remission of them and to receive the
gift of the holy ghost

it has always been a marvel to me
why the children of men regard this
invitation with so much indifference
and how little interest it seems to
possess for them and I1 try to discover
the reasons for this indifference cer-
tainly there is nothing of greater im-
portance to the inhabitants of the earth
than such a message a message eman-
ating from our father in heaven
through our lord and savior command-
ingI1ing all of us to repent of our sins to be
baptized for the remission of them and
to receive those blessings that will
qualify us for exaltation in the celestial
kingdom for the sake of illustration
if you will indulge me a short time I1
will give you a little of my own eexper-
ience

xper
to show how this testimonytestimon f may

reach every heart
forty two years ago religion was a

subject that possessed no attraction for
me- i was not then a believer in the
bible nor in the divinity otof christ I1
had been brought up with associates
who affected scepticism I1 say affect
ed it because I1 believe like myself
they never looked forfar into the subject of
religion one day I1 read an editorial in
the family herald a london paper
headed live for an object and it im-
pressed itself very deeply upon my
mind the gist of the argument was
something like this every young
man should set before him an object in
life if he would live for thatthat object
and make all other things bend to its
attainment there was hardly anything
under the sun that he might not accom-
plish I1 read and rerereadread the article
it seemed to fill me with ia desire to live
for an object and I1 went to work to
consider what object I1 would live for
the first thought that came into my
mind was that the object I1 ought to live
for should be to learn and to do the
will of god but I1 did not believe in
religion I1 thought there was no truth
in christianity that it hadbad been inin-
stituted for the purpose of aggrandizing
a few and holding the masses in bond-
age and superstition then I1 replied
to that thought this way it may be
true however although I1 dont under-
stand it having reached this conclu-
sion I1 made up my mind that there was
only one way to find that matter out
and that was to go on my knees in
humility to thethe god that I1 believed
existed and was the hearerbearer and answer-
er of prayer I1 prayed to him nightI1 ht
after night and day alterafter day the burburdenen
of my prayer being 0 lord if there is

anyny truth in christianity put it into my
heart to understand it I1 attended re-
ligious meetings if I1 were to tell you
frankly the truth I1 would sasay that the
result was that the more I1 zlistened to
the preachers the less I1 liked them I1
attended deisticaldeist ical meetings I1 liked
them meetings I1 could not
endure but I1 kept up my prayers and
abstained from all evil associations I1
remember the first tangible answer that
I1 got to my prayers I1 went to mym
lodgings one night in the year 18 53 r1I
had never heard of the latter day saints
up to that time and in going into my
room I1 saw a bound volume laying on
my bed it had been left by a stranger
seeking lodgings I1 picked it up and
found it was entitled orson brattspratts
pamphlets I1 commenced perusing
the book I1 opened at the absurdi-
ties of had the pam-
phlet been written to meet the needs of
my mind on that occasion it could not
have been better written I1 was then
studying a work called coopers an-
alysis ofof the holy scriptures he was
an unbeliever and was attempting to
show the impossibility of the bible being
the word of god because it apparently
contradicted itself in so many places
with regard to the personality of the
deity the absurdities of

met every point I1 read it
through with a relish I1 turned to an-
other pamphlet and another and still
another I1 cannot describe my fedelifeelings
at the time to my antenintensese astonish-
ment when I1 got through and thought I1
would retire to rest I1 found it was
nearly six in the morning I1
had been reading the whole night and
was filled with a spirit that I1 had never
known the like of before of course
it was a marvel to me what it all meant
I1 knelt down and thanked god there
and then for hearing and answering
my prayer for the germ of litelife andand
light had entered into my soul accord
ing to my desires and I1 firmly believe
that unless I1 had earnestly desired the
truth it would never have so impressed
itself upon me

YOyouu will excuse me speaking about
myself but I1 wanted to illustrate this
fact stated by the apostle that if any
of you lack wisdom let him ask of god
who to all men liberally and up
braideth not and it shall be given him

some people say that revelation from
god is incredible because unnecessary
and unnecessary because the creator
has endowed us with the light of reason
which if we will listen to its dictates
and givei ve heed to its instructions will
form gffor0r us all the religious and moral
obligations anat he will require of us
now this sounds very nicely it is the
creed of the moral philosopher let us
examine it for a minute or two man


