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T PETERSBURGII I have hallhadInd-

an
had-

anannn interview hereliero with the
greatest manmall Into RussiaHusain ItIf notS thothe greatest man on earth HisIlIa

name Is Sergius tineWitte he Is thothe

right handhanl of thothe czar and thothe
business manager of thetho great

I

Russian empire Hono handles all
toldold in the neighborhood of a billion doldol-

larstarslars a0 year taking It In from an thousand
Sources and distributing It with an1111 even
hand to thetho necessities ofat RunuRusalala Intn Kulu
toperope and Asia

Ho Is oneono ofoI thothe worlds greatest
bankers being atot the head of thetho treas-

y
treastreas-

uryurybry of Russia andnud of the vast govern-

ment
governgovern-

mentmentanent banking system whosewhoso capital
tunsruns into the hundreds of millionsII HelieHe-

Is

He-

Is

lie-

sIss one of the worlds great railroad menman
phavingalong anon enormous network of state
linesInes In Kusila In centralcontrat Asia and In

SiberiaSiberio thothe longestt lineUna ofot the world
PromFrom thetho czars crown estates ho colcel

tiJ about an yearear andan from
the debts owing him gets aII revenue of

He handles thetho mines boboobe-

longinglonging to thetho crown and dragsdrugs forth
toMraid and silversliver iron andani coalconlinIn the tens
titpt millions fromtram the bowels of thetho earth I

Hetie is In chargechargo ofot thetho tuxtax system and
the customs duties and he Is an mighty

Manufacturer StrangerStronger than all heho Is

the greatest ofot the world Helie
Foesfloesoes onnn alcohol business which dwarfs
that ofot the American whiskyky trusttru t

makingbaking and selling asos A government
proposition every ounce of alcoholal phol concan
turnedlimed by more than peopleCople

All this Witte does ably honestly and

i

furfor his mastermalter thetho czar He has acac-

quired tits1111 prominence byb his own work
antianil Is what would be calledmile In AmericaAmerica-
nna m l matman lieHe comeclime from the
southeastern part of theth empire boabom ofot
parents comparatively poor HoIto had au
fair education and began lifelire as an clerkclerk-
inin nCI railroad ThisThin waswal at Odessa
on the Black seasen Helie diddM his work wellveliwell-

andandamid ruserose to be manager Then he wasvas
advanced to another road which ranmil
tramfrom Odessa to Moscow and managed
that IllsHis ability here waswal such that ho
was recommended again and again to
thetime government andond finally became a
government director ofot libHb
revised the railroad tariff reorganized
the routes rebuilt many of the lines
and showed himself to be the ablest
railway man ofot the Helie11 was
then put In chargeellare ofut the board ofor pubpub-
lic

lub
liclb workswork and railways the position
nowno held by Prince and a little
laterlut r on was made minister ofot financesfinance
by far tho most Important officerol intn the
cabinet ofot the czar

This waswag 11 years agongo and since then
Witte has almost the
financial condition ofot Russia HeIce hathai
pushed Its trade Into all1111 parts ofot AsiaAla
and hashns thothe business at
home Hene lmhas completed thetho Trans
Siberian roadtoad hashns extended thetho roadsroad iinIIIn

has put Russia on aII gold
standard andami has filled the treasurytroa
without oppressing the people Hene la19

today full ofot newnev Ideas fortor the ImproveImprove-
mentmeatment ofat the empire and ho IHIR slowly
but surely bettering the country InIt comcom-
mercemercemerco and Industry along the lines of
modern development

I

HOWnoW SERGIUS WITTEITTE LOOKSLOGICS

It waywag through the American ambasambas-
sadoreadorBador to St Petersburg got acaeac-

cess
ac-

cesscess to Mr WItte Helie received memo Mhihhi-

thethetho finance department an groutgreat brown
building not fartar from the on
Molka street Helie Isla a11 busy man andami 4I

had been fixed fortor the appointappoint-
ment

apappoint-
ment

oln t
ment

At fivefie minutes before that hour II-
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CharlesCharle UL a0 prominent NewNe York contractor UIs ettt the beadhead ofot an I-

F

jIj-

S
F

S employers union the largest organization of itslis kind ever attemptattempt-
edededTheThe movement is the outcome ofot the rlrecentent building kil which have1110 I

tied up New YorksYork construction work While the organizers ofot the new
union claim to look upon the unions in a0 mostmOlt friendly light it1111liI understood
generally that the powerfulI capitalisticcapitalistlo organization will wageware ad warwet gaunt
the labor body which controlcontrols theth strike
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Who HeHo Js What Hetic Is and How Helie Handlesliln les a Billion II-

DolDollarsDol ars a Year and ControlsControl the Biggest Business on EarthEarthAA
I

Chat With HimtUrn About thetho American Invasion
For American Capital in Russia The Russia Feels I

Toward the United States and a Message Tofo Us Tho Future of

Alcohol Business Managed by the Government
It MoreMOle Than Pays the Expenses of Army and Navy A Visit toto-

A

to-

A

to-

AA Government Saloon Something About Russian Taxes

stepped fromrum myIny and was adndad-

mittedmined to the department by two stern
looking Russians longhaired11 and longIon
bearded wwearingoaring toplop bootsboom nulland liveried
coats which fellrell almost to thothe Instep
OnoOne ofot them helped me oft with myrny

thetho other took my huthat amand
umbrella andInd both me to thethalIle-
toloptoito I hoarfloor There wasWOHM no elevator and I
walked hearing an electric bell ringring-
ingIning announcing as I supposed mym apallap-
proach On the third floor I roundfound moremono

I flunkiesII In livery andalii alsoallio an bright
young official In uniform who
Englishh fluently although he waswall a11

Russian lieHe toldtold mome that the ministerr
wn expecting me midand a moment laterInter
opened the dourdoor ofat Illshis ofotof-

ficelicefice and askaskedmlll mome to enter I1 did HOso
and waswon Inm thothe presence of thetho Hussion
secretarykretul ofot the treasury

MrIr Witte roserope cameCOlne me andanil
heldheM out hishit hand Helie made memo welcome
and gave meroe at seat near hishili desk and
then satHat downdon himselfelt and talked with
me through mian Interpreter In
to my questions I had as good chance to
study him during the Interview lieHe Iststs-

I

very Impressive hiltbut simple and unosunos-
tentatiousI lieHe talks doesdocs not
gotget excited and apparently has himself

I wellwolf In check Holio IsnIs na big man Helie
stands six feetteetfo t oneono In his stockings and
his frametrance IsU and museumuscu-
lar

mus U

tarlar IllsHis forehead Is veryery high and fulltull
with brown hair rising from It and
combed straight backhack without aII partpart-
HelIeHe hashan a5I rich brownbrown beard and brownbrown-
eye

brow-
nee

brown-
eyeseyeseye rather thoughtful than otherwise
Holie wasWall dressed Inhem aI morning suit atlitat-

the
al-

thethe time but InIII asking fortor his signature
on an photographphoto raph he wrote It on one rep-
resenting

reprep-
resenting

rep-
resentingresenting him In leahis court dressdrens which
Is covered M Ith medals and gold lace

Ho1111II smoked a cigarette as ho talked
and I noticed beside his chair an tea
table with aII glatatIn HI ofot tentea with a1 lemon
heatingfloating upon It such anon ticstho Russiansnu
drink everywhere

TUBTILE INVASION
My1 first question was as to theth AmerAmer-

icanIconicancan Invasion I1 wanted to know someomasome-
thingthing as to thotime chances fortor American
capital and American goods Intn thetime landland-
of

land-
ofofat the czar IllsIBIS excellency saidMid

TimersThere areore plenty ofot openings herehero fortor
foreign capital in the way of
lurestures We already have some AnionAmeriAmeri-
cancan factories and others could be IntroIntro-
duced atut dA profit We have a11 vastv t numnum-
berherber ofot people and aII very largelorge country
and the growth must continue fortor na1a-

longlong time to come AsAll to thetho profits
they will depend largely on timethe managemanage-
ment

manage-
mentmentmeet ofot thothe business HusslaRusala IsIII glad
to welcome foreign capital and to do
anything that will materially Improve
the condition of thothe country

Is capital safe in Russia I1 asked
IoUIt Is18 as safeBato asns anywhere said

Mrtr WItte The only amarn
those ofot management and business abilabil-
ity

abil-
ityity

HowIlow about American trade with
nu lacancan It notlIot boheh Increaseded

That I18s an question replied
the minister of finance Russia and thethew

United States arenrc ofat much the samenamo
character Wete both have an abundance
ofor rawro material such as grain lumberlumLer
and minerals We have petroleum andand-
roronoQ have youou The result Ists youOU do not
need what we have to sellfell andolId there Ittl
not that mutual exchange ofot commodi-
ties

commodi-
tiestieslies that formstorms the basisbasi ofat profitable i

commerce Neverthelesss manyman of OUI
I

manufacturerma are in demand here This
Is especially FOso with yourfour farming and
other machinery

TilETHE TARIFF
How1101 about theth tariff which youOU have

recently put on American goods WiltWillWill-
ItIt affectt our tradetralle to any greatBlent extentax ten

That tariff wasIns one ofat the necessities
of the timelime replied Mr WittItte It
relates onlyanI to certain classes ofot AmeriAmerlAmeri-
can

Ameri-
cancaneRn goodsgoads and doesdOel not touch others
It will lessen the Importation
ofat somecome things but other branches ofot
the trade will continue to prosper It
was an1 business necessity

What Iis18 thetit feeling InIII nu sll to
cardvard the StatesSlates

I
Politicallyoptically It IsIII thothe bestbelt possiblepos

The two governments artare on the friend
lestt terms Commerciallylly our relations
may belie somewhat strained but that Is
tho outcome of conditions which Runhue
singla could not control

What Is Russiala doingdoln In Manchuria
your excellency said IJ It lIs
that youjou are colonizing the country undand
IntendInt nd to hold It

TintThat Islit not true repliedr c the minis
torten ofot finance WoWe eraare doing nothing
ofot thetho kind undmind It IHtM thetin Intention of
the Russian government to refrain frontfrom
extending Itslis ruleruicrul Intn that direction WeWI
havehae 11II dozendogen timesUmes asserted that woweU
will give the government over to the
Chinese just asliS sooncoon uas weIf possibly
cancall and this we exi to dotiedo-

TinTinTIm ovOl RUSSIA

TourYour excellency Isla considered thethe-

momostmo t advanced statesman in Russia ItIt-

Is
It-

Is
It-

isIs generally that withinwith III thothe
past ten years you have done more
thanthun tinyany other manmon for yourour country
and people along broad political lineshues11 nOli
I1 would like to aaskk youou what you hope
fortor the Russia of the future

Therhe future replied Mr Witte after
thinking a0 moment thetho future Is IntnIn-

the
In-

thethe handsblinds ofor God and destiny What It
will be 1I1110do not venture to predict but
ItIf wova may judge what His to comocome byby-

the
by-

the
by-

thethe past this country will one day bobebo-

the
bo-

tho
be-

thethetho great country ofot the world This
empire Ists annn autocratic one and ItsIta
condition largely dependsd on thetho indiindi-

viduality ofot Its rulers IfIt those to comocome
oreare to possess the great ability ofot those
we have hadhind sluicesince timethe timelimo ofat Peter thothe
Greatcheat I1 havehove no fearteor of the Russia of
thothe future

A MESSAGEMl TO TIlETHE UNITED
STATES

Before leaving I1 asked MrIr WhiteWitte to
give me a0 message for the American
people1 lieHo replied

You1011 traymay eysay81 that RussiaRusalanu III Is a friend
ofot thothe United States She hat always
been so80 andond she Is more so today than
evereer She considers the United States
oneolle ofot her best friends among the nanona-

tionstlona She rejoices In Americas prospros-
perity

pros-
perity and hopes that thetho friendly rere-
lations

re-
lations

re-
lationslations which now obtain will be perper-
petual

per-
petualpet

TIlETHE CZAR A LIQUOR DEALERDEAL n
1

During my staysta In the finance dede-
partment atlit the direction ofor Mr Witte
I1 given Information concerning tho
Russian government us a liquor dealer
TheIhl movement wits originated by AlexAlex-
anderander HIIll It was Introduced In sevsev-
eraloraleral provinces byb MrIr WitteWille on the 1stletlet-
ofofat January 1195 and Ittt hashns now been
extended to almost the whole of Russia
In Europe ThoThe government has taken
entire charge ofot timethe manufacture andad
salesala ofot all alcoholic liquorsliquori It hashRs Its
liquor shops in every cityIt and village
and It Ists against the law fortor any pri-
vatevatelItO person to make or sellell vodka asos
the RussiannU slon whisky Is called

ThisThU work waswoe begun to protect thetho
people from the liquor dealers andamid to
Improve theirtheli conditions generally InIn-
the

In-
the

In-
thethe pastlast there were grog shopshops scatscat-
tered

scat-
teredterell over the empire manyman ofot them
operated by unscrupulous people who
soldRold drinks on credit and finally got
away thetime landsla nil B and most ofot the propprop-
erty

prop-
ertyertyert InIII their neighborhood

Therhe business waswan enormously profitprofit-
able

profit-
ableable Manyan Russians had grown rich
fromtram It They were not onlyani robbing
hotho people but theythe were selling them
bad vodka when MrsirIr Issued hishili
decree that It must behe stoppedslopped and
thathat after a time the government would
manage the business itself Ofot coursecourMcour
therehere was a great outcry Hadhind there
benbeen a congress or any purchasable

II commodity the order would hace prob-
y

prob-
ablyably beenbeell reminded but the governgovern-
ment

govern-
mentI ment herehare Is supreme and thetho liquor
dealers went out of business

GOVERNMENT LIQUOR FAGJAC
TO It US

Since then greatgrent factories haveha been
to the vodka undand the

10 manufacturesm Its own bothotbo-
ttintinties cudin d corkcurke It supplies uIi better

than was sold In tiltlime puntpast and allital-

a
at-

aaIL lowerlowr rate and utIII the mine timetune
unan enormous profitt forfo the zarzar-

InInhiIu 1901Ol the receiptsreceiptr from this lour
amounted to Inht 1903lOOS1 9 they
were more than and1111 this

ItII INIs estimated theythe will bulit over
S worn Theyrhe will Iliehe more thanlimn thetill

4 comcoat ofor the armyann andanI nabas
and 10 timestime MBs greetgreat arasII thethe costcoetco t ofot nilall
thetime and allsit the courtslourte IfIt thhh-

IxIx ofor Increase keepskeell up itsus it
ices lenh ln doingdoln they will In timeU In rg
Ivlv support the government There 11iS
ponenine talk ofot extending ticsthe monopoly
ttotJ teatia which IdIs universally drunk In
Russia andan If so10 theilium czar will have
moneymony to burnburll

IN A RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT SASA-

LOON

SA-

LOONLOON

I went Into onone of the government
Saloons the oilier day1111 andamid bought an
bottlehottle ofor brandy Justjuit to tell you how itit-

la
It-

Is
it-

IsIsla toldsold Therhe waswall notlIot far tram
the American consulate I sawMI the
slimsign No tJd over Ittt with Russian charchar-
acters below It and I pushed thothe double
loondoors open and entered a room which
loosedlooked muchh like a0 mixture ofat lankhank
and drugru store There waswan an1 network
In11 front of the counter antiand on the

ntat the back were bottlebottled or tiltdlf
ftr from little onesonet usliS big as an
wino glowglass to somesame holding halfhalt a galgal-

lon
gal-

Ion
gal-

IonIonlon The bottles sacra round and white
endand they seemed to be with water
TheyThe rrereallyllyll contained vodka or RusnusRus-
siansinnInn whisky which Isle usas clearcleor as cryscrys-
taltal

Behind thetho counter stood a nicely
Russian woman dealing with

her customers through a window In tholife
wire network IlklikeIlko the teller ofor a1 bank
No liquor isIII allowed to behe drunk onall
thothe premises There were no chairscImiNi
nor lounging placesplace and one Is expected
to leave aasI soonnonn asliS he mmakes hishl pur-
chase

pur-
chase

purpur-
chasechase I asked as to prices andamid wascas
toldtolt that the smallestt bottle costs 3
cents but that fta1 cent would behe paid
back on the return of the bottle EachBach
bottle vweeVila tightly corked and waxed
with a stamp TheTime ordinordin-
aryanyary buysbus a0 bottle takes It out

gulps downdonn the contents HalieHa-

then
lie-

thenthen returns the bottle and getsgetge hishl roomero
bate ofot 32 kopeks or 1 cent I1 bought
i 12it centcont bottlobattle undand forfar that minisum I
got almost an tun ofot vodka I
hivehavehi notlIot opened Itt yetet

RUSSIANnusSIAN BRANDY DRINKERS

The Russians are great brandy
drinkers fortor after nil vodka Is aIt speciesspecie
ofot brandy Drinking Is commoncommo tillnil
overovreaver the empire and I1 see manymammyman drunkdrunk-
enen men I do not know that they arelireare-
sisi11 bad as tilethea Englishh Inhr this respect
hutbut they certainlycertainly drink morealone than the
Americans The aboveahoe figurestt areore the
profits ofor the and they give
a11 small Idea ofor the enormous consump-
tion

consump-
tiontion which will probably Increase asliS
the people grow richer

TheT l English arefire the greatest thinkersdrinkers
on earth TheyThe haveha moremarl than 1000

Invoked In breweries and dldie
stdand their annual consumption

ofutIt liquors costs moremort than S for erer-
man

everyry
mnmat woman andanti child In their country
Next to them comeCOI t the Germans and
at the bottom of the great nations comeroine
timethe AmericansAmerican our drink
bill Is nR big one We produce from

to J gallons ofot ItSillsdis-
tilledtilled spirits every year and we count
our leerI r byII time millions ofor barrelsbanels
EveryJ ver one knowsknow8 that the business InIsIn-

a
tt-

a
Is-

aa most profitable mene and were It not
for licensing annil evilell and the creation
of annn enormous government service we1

might copy RUMHUMI and cut down our
taXeS atot liest I

RUSSIAN TAXES

The Russian government however IcisI
like no other on earthHuth ItU miceIll Itslis
re in ellall rantsrort of waysway8 It has
bhbb tI direct andnd taxes and guygov0
eminent It hahiss heavyheuy
customs ducks8 which bring It Intn wine
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KENTUCKY FEUD CASECAS
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thetho fourtourt atIt Jackson Kentucky J unto Jett and Tom White arere awaiting a verver-
dict

er
dietdict In their snotional trial fortor theth ofot JudgeJudgJuI an excitingexalting Incident ofot the great feud which Ishi
shaking allnl Kentucky outside the houseHoute a military guard armed with deadlyd gallingratling guns keepskH S constant
watchatch against anon organized attempt to rescue the prisoner s The men are Instructed to wholesale flingfiring
at the firstOnt signs ofot disorder andanit the situation IU farfafa from being openopra bouffe
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fearlessf B author and philosopher huehas cometome boldly out withsmith
an accusation that Hu la is directly responsible forter the lj maRinmania
crewcre HeII proclaims himself the friend ofor timetill Hebrews and saysnays theythe are annn
Inoffensive people HUJIll remarks have caused Intense Indignation In RussianHus lan
ecclesiastical circles Above is the latlatesteitelt photograph of the famous sage

thinthing likeIlk an yearr
ThereThel Ila a taxtox onall matches lIch

produces more thenthan and one
on sugarlugar which inis expected to yield
fM In 19091903 Then there arelire stamptamp
duties andaUlI Inheritance tax IfIt youou
transfer IIa pieceIllece ofot real emotemUt 4 perliarper-
centcent of the value ofot the property goongoes
to the government andSul ItII youyon dolo anyuny
banking you muttmust useule government
stamps

The taxes are different Inhin different
parts of tineth empire There liisI a wagon
tax a taxtox levied unnit the natives ofoe the

AMONGAMONO THE AUTHORS

Special
New York N Ruben

was on aIt train going outoctetof New11 YorkTankork
the other dayda whenOn anewsboy1 apap-

proached
p

preached him with enann armful of books
Helie promptly MrIr Harben hUhis
own novelnoel TheTho Substitute

Itsls by thotime author ofot Abner DaneDanDan-

ielleiielId explained the buy Have a
copyCOIl

Ive read ItIt replied thetime author
shaking his head

OhlOh youjou havehaI exclaimed theth troyhoyhoy-

as
troy-

asasos a0 couple ofot leaned fortortor-

wald
for-

wardwardwald to listen HowlIow did youGU Ilklike ItTItt

Pretty well MidMil Mr HarbHarbenn
Then thinking ofot the tedioust lous hours
spentlentnt In revisionsrelston ofot the manuscript
and proof reading helie added
lyIy I1 llovehaeav read it fivefio tames

Five time exclaimed the boy And
the two passengers promptly purchased
copiescaples as the nt ng bookseller
movedmoed on through thetime car saying The
Substitute new JoelJU out one

nanman roadread ItII lines Only a0 fewtew
copies left II

ThereThero Is18 one storytory ofor his newspaper
experience thathint ElliottJ llIott Flower the auau-
thor

au-
thorthor of Policeman FlynnJInn and AlderAMer

Caucasus mountains byfay which theyOle arearf
freed frommum military service and a0 tax
raton rattlecattle owned by thetho Tar tare whohutho
live in tnttents The taxes onou realrell estate
are comparatively light and themthet e cuecuicu
tout dutleduties comparatively henvy
TimersThere arare ai largelar number oflicenseelicensed
and alalsoo certain taxes onan s arid
on Industrial establishment Art large
part ofat theth revenue however comescoins
fromCrom the government monopolys thetho
rearcui being theIh greatest land owner amidami
the greatest of the world

PRANKFRANK 0G CARPENTER
n

manmall Defeat still occasionoccasion-
ally

o aslon
ally telltells with great delightdelicia PloverFlower
wawaswaa on the Chicago Tribuneas a spaperoe

writer midand RIt W Patterson sunsras
thetb editor Patter n rentMilt
for MowerFlower and told him hohe w totbto-
makemake itII ease against thetime gamblers whoIho
werewe thriving although subaub rosa at theth
time

IJ dont wantscant nayanynn hearsay evidence
heh explained 1J want you to play in
eveveryry gamegains that youou write up I wartwant
proofprOt that there Is gamblingRumbling IIIIn Chicago
and plentypiety of It In spite ofat what the
policepollee mysaymy-

lie
say-

lielieII then gaveguve Flower JWSOtor50 for exex-

p
ex-

pensesp n t and the trouble began A day
or soo0 later he wasWa moved to Inquire
what progress had been made

ImIm broke the IceIvesaidMid writer hut is
gutgot a good deal ofot evidence

Another no10 was immediately forthforth-
comingrowingcorning andond the gRillegenie wentwortwe lit merrily on
Then the article was prepared and pubpub-
lished and after that camecam the exox
Ideas account PattersonJ ran down it
hastily and sawsew the footingtooting HeIle wwentnt

ItR again and looked solemnsolomn The
total ofot the losses wasWill SUO

Ill never forget Pattersonsons facetace
sari Flower whenhen he found the
perher wasIS Indebted to me 10 norfor extIC
pence over and above what had bbeenen
already advanced Helie went over thuthe
liltHit ofor gamblinggabbling houseshou s three times and
shook his head every timethine helie reached
the footingn 11 Then hehp swungwung round In
hiehh swivel chair and asked almost plain
Lively foodflood heavensheaven youngoung manmOil

you winwill anywhere with thetho
anentnent on a strong accent

VY VV VA
TO SETTLESETTIE FEUD BY PEACE
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General 0 0 Howard one itvtIt the mastn t and distinguished United

State onions onan the retired listlintIt nullIii g1 into llIn again although
not under orders fromm theUw virwr d t illsHis Plon this time willIII be onoODa

ofot pearpeace and nutnot ofor the sword TheTh agedarct general UisI confident that he can
settle sometome ofat the dIlldeadlyly feudsfeud that have Unbeen agitating West Virginia TenTen-
nes

Ten-
nesseenes e andud Kentucky HeII willm goBO among tbttthe desperate ra to
bring hihishla tetot bear into the dirkdirer teas of peacep te

oi
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Trr-
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