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DISCOURSHE

PREST. GEOREE 0. CANNON,

LN TR DELIVERED

~ In the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
(in General  Conference assembled),
Sunday morning, April 6th, 1884.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

I wiLL read a portion of the 29th chap-
ter of the second book of Nephi, from
the last edition of the Book of Mor-

-~ mon, ,

1. But behold, there shall be many at that
day,when 1 shall proceed to do a marvelloas
work among them, that [ may remember m

- covenants which I have made unto the chil-
dren of men, that I may set my hand aﬁain
the second time to recover my people,which
are of the house of Israel, .

2. And also, that I may remember the pro-
mises which I have ¢ unto thee, Nephi,

* and also unto thy father, that 1 would re-
member your seced; and that the words of

- your aeagshuﬂd proceed forth out of m

- mouth unto your seed. And my words sh
hiss forth unto the ends of the earth, for a
standard unto my people, which are of the
house of Israel. .

3. And because my words shall hiss forth,
many of the Gentiles shall say, A Bible! A
Bible! We have got a Bible, and there can-

not be any more Bible,
4. But s saith the Lord God; O fools,
vea, what do the Gentiles mean?

they shall have a Bible ; and it ghall proceed
forth from the Jews, mjna ancient covenant
eople. And what thank they the Jews for
{‘he %ihle which they receive from them? Do
they remember the travels, and the labors,
and the pains of the Jews, and their dili
gence unto me, in bringing forth salvation
unto the Genti 4 TR Y
5, O yé Gentiles, have ye rémémbered the
Jews, mine ancient covenant &)enple? Nay
but ye have cursed them, and have ha
them, and have not sought to recover them.
But behold, I will ' return all these things
. T!]}D? your own heads ;1 for 1 the Lord hath
not forgotten my peopie.
6. T'!;B-;m fool jtr]Fnt Ehnll say, A Bible, we
have got a Bible, and we need no more Bible.
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- the Jews?
7. Know ye not that there are more na-
tions than one? Know ye not that I, the
" Lord your God, have created all men, and
that I remember those who are upon the
isles of the sea; and that I rule in the hea-
vens above, and in the earth beneath; and
I bring forth my word unto the children of
manﬁ;'en, even upon all the nations of the

eart
8. Wherefore murmur ye, because that ye

shall receive more of my word? Know ye
‘ not that the testimony of two nations is a
witness unto you that I am God, that I re-
member one nation like wunto another?
Wherefore, I speak the same words unto
one nation like unto another. And when the
two nations shall run together, the testi-
mony of the two nations shall run together

also.

9, And I do this that I may prove unto
- mnn;‘, that I am the same yester ty, to-day,
and forever; and that I speak forth my
words according to mine own pleasure. And
because that I have spoken one word, ye
need not suppose that 1 cannot speak an-
other; for my work is not yet finished;
neither shall it be, until the end of man;
neither from that time henceforth and for

ever.

.~ 10. Wherefore, because that ye have a
Bible, ye need not suppose that it contains
all my words ; neither need ye s_l'l;&poﬁa that
1 have not cansed more to be written:

11. For I command all men, both in the

‘east and in the west, and in the north,and in
the south, and in the islands of the sea, tha

-they shall write the words which I speak
unli them: for out of the books which shall
be written, 1 will judge the world,every man
according to their works, according to that

_which is written.

There is much more of the next
chapter and of the precediag chapter
that pertains to our time, to the day
and age in which we live, and these
chapters, with many more, are full of
- predictions by the Prophet Nephi con-
cerning the days when the Book of
Mormon should come forth.

I want this morning, if I can have
the Spirit of God to lead and to assist
me, to speak somewhat upon the pre-
dictions contained 1n the Book of Mor-
mon—the predictions which had to be
‘fulfilled after the publication of the
book. It is alleged, as you know, that
the Book of Mormon is hot an inspired
record, but that Joseph Smith, if he
was the author of it, copied a t
deal of it from the Old and New Tes-
tament. Now, there is scarcely an
need to say to those who have studie
the Book of Mormon, who have read it
prayerfully and carefully—there is
scarcely any need to say to them that
it contains the internal evidence of its
own divinity,that God wrote it through
inspired men, and that no one but an
inspired man or men could have writ-
ten the book. There is no book in the
lish language that compares with

Eng
t be books which contain
it, unless i g

he pure word of God.
;dvaﬁmge of the Bible in this: that it
was translated by the power of God
not by the learning of man, and not
selected from hundreds and thousands
of versions as the Bible has been; for
there is no end to the ver-
sions which exist ef the books con-
tained in the Bible. Of course we have

- our version translated by learned men;
but there is scarcely a passage of any

- jmportance in the Bible concerning
which there is not some dispute among

- jearned commentators. But with the
Book of Mormon it is different. God
reserved those records for a purpose
?n Himself. They were hidden up.
. This book, called the Book of Mor-
mon, i an_abridgement prepared by
one of the last prophets of the Ne-
hites, under the command of God,
Ehat it might come_ forth in the last
s. God revealed in part to him and
son Moroni the purpose that He

in view in making this abridge-
ilnﬂé{}lthmd in concealing it in the earth,

- rformed the labor connec-
i::‘ii wiﬂ m under the direct com-
wdd

{ o

Have ye obtained a Bible, save it were by

da
to

1

mand and inspiration of the Almighty
to come forth in the latter times and to
accomplish a great work. I wish to
allude to some of the predictions—not
those that are contained in other
books, but those that are original with
the Book of Mormon itself, and that
could not have been made unless the
mﬂ.g who ‘wrete them was inspired of
God.
The words that I have read were
written by Nephi, one of the first pro-
hets of the Nephite nation, and he
escribes, at great length and with
wonderful plainness and minuteness,
the condition of the inhabitants of the
ecarth at the time that this work'should
go forth. Much of this, the ecaviller
may say, could have beén writ-
ten by a man  of these days.
But there are some things which Nephi
wrote that could not have been written
by a modern man who did not have the
spirit of prophecy,and that which I
have read in your hearing is a part that
could not have been written by any
human being unless he had been in-
Epired of God and was a prophet of
od. If Joseph Smith; if the divinity
of his mission; if his claims to be a
Prophet rested upon this chapter alone
or this portion- of the chapter that f
have read in your hearing—according
to m{' view his claims would be fully
and indisputably establisiied, for the
reason that at the time that he trans-
lated this chapter he had no conception,
neither could any human being have
any conception, unless inspired of God,

as to the effect the publication of the
Book of on would have upon
orld. But Joseph, in-

the Genti
E]Eirecl of God, translated the prediction
of Nephi, which prediction states that
when the Book of Mormon should be

ublished it should be received by the

entiles with this expression: *“A Bi-
ble! a Bible! we have got a Bible, and
there cannot be any more Bible.” How
many tlmes has this expression been
made by clergymen, by protessors of
religion, and by Christendom generally,
since the publication of the Book of
Mormon? Ye Elders who have tra-
versed sea and land, who have gone
from continentto continent, who have
visited the isles of the ocean, who have
lifted up your voices in the cities of
the Gentiles and in their congregations
—ye Elders who have thus labored
know full well that in every land and
among every people where you have
labored, when you have spoken about
God having restored another record,
the Book of Mormon—you know that
you have been met with these expres-
sions, the literal words that Nephi
said would be used in the last days by
the Gentiles in regard to this work.
You Latter-day Saints who have en-
deavored to teach your friends the
doctrines that God had revealed, and
endeavored to show them that God had
restored this ancient record—you know
how your testimonies have been re-
ceived concerning the Book of Mor-
mon. These remarkable expressions
have come from theusands of lips in
many, many lands, and in many, mnan
languages, confirmatory of the Boo
‘itself and of its divine origin and of its
inspired translation. You read all the
words of Nephi in this 29th chapter,
and you will find that he deseribes with
wonderful, and, I might say, photo-
graphic accuracy and minuteness the
condition of the so-called Christian
world—the spirit that they possess,the
crimes of which they are guilty, the
condition in which they are placed and
all the circumstances connected with
them.

In his next chapter he makes
further remarks concerning this work
and the effeot it should have. He sayvs:

3. And now, I would prophecy somewhat
more concerning the Jews and the Gentiles.
For after the boalgpf which I have spoken
shall come forth, and be written unto the
Gentiles, and sealed u rainunto the Lord,
there shall be many wlitiu 1 shall believe the
words which are written; and they shall
{:ar?' them forth unto the remnant of our
scod.

4. And then shall the remnant of aur seed
know concerning us, how that we came out

from Jerusalem, and that they are descend-
ants of the Jews,

5. And the gospel of Jesus Christ shall be
declared among them ; wherefore they shall
be restored unto the knowledge of their
fathers, and also to the knowledge of Jesus
Christ, which was had among their fathers.

6. And then shall they rejoice; for they
shall know that it is a blessing unto them
from the hand of God; and their scales of
darkness shall begin to fall from their eves;
and many generations ghall not pass away
among them, save they shall be a while and
delightsome people.

Now, that is one gredictinn. These
are the words of Nephi. I will now
read the words of Jesus recorded in
the 16th chapter of the 1II Book of
Nephi, where He¢, in speaking about
the last days and the coming forth of
this work, says:

And thus commandeth the Falher that 1
should say unto you at that day when the
Gentiles shall sin nfumst my gospel, and
shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts
above all nations, and abeve ail the people
of the whole earth, and =shall be filled with
all manner of lvings, and of deceits, and of
mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy, and

| murdei's and priesterafts, and whoredoms,

and of secret abominations; and if they
shall do all those things, and shall reject the
fulness of my gospel, hehold, saith the
Father, I will bring the fulness of my gos-
pel from among them.

And then I will remember my covenant
which I have made unto my people, O house
gﬁlsraﬂl, and I will bring my gospel unto

em ;

And I will shew unto thee, O house of
Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have pow-
er over you, but I will remember my cove-
nant unto you, O house of ‘Israel, and ye
ghall come unto the knowledge of the ful-
nees of my goapel.

These predictions are Ammllel; they
point to the same period; they des-
c¢ribe the same eveilts, the sane con-

lor théreabouts,

dition of affuirs-<cne uttered 600 vears
before the other,

and yet they are precisely similar in
their tenor, describing that which
should be done with the Gospel among
the Gentiles. I wish you all to re-
member—you Latter-day Saints, you

oung men and you young women, you
ittle children who are capable of un-
derstanding my words—I wish you all
to remember that at the time this was
written, or rather at the time this was
translated into the English language—
say somewhere about the year 1828—
Joseph Smith himself had not receiv-
ed, or at least obeyed, the Gospel. He
had derived some knowledge of it
through the ministration of angels and
from that portion of the record that
he had translated; and there was not a
Latter-day Saint upon the face of the
whole earth that we know anything
about, or that he knew anything about.
No manor woman had received the
(Gospel; nochurch had been organized;
no Priesthood from the eternal worlds
had been bestowed; not a mman among
all the children of men had been
clothed with the power of the eternal
Priesthiod of the Son of God to admin-
ister the ordinances of life and salva-
tion unto the children of men. Yet
the 1‘1‘0]ﬁhet Josepn Smithinthis trans-
lation showed forth with great clear-
ness that the Gospel would be revealed
and that it should be received by some
of the Gentiles; that when it should be
received by the Gentiles it should be

carried by them to the descend-
ants of Nephi and his breth-
ren, who by that time should

have become a illthy and a loathsoine
people. The Indians of our countinent
should receive the message of life and
salvation. The Gospel should be
carried to them. They would receive
it with gladness. ¢y would come to
a knowledge of their Redeemer, as well
as to a knowledge of the principles and
docrrines and covenants which their
fathers understood and whieh their
fathers had received. Wonderful pre-
diction! And most wonderfully has it
been fulfilled. At the time that the
Prophet Joseph Smith translated this
Book of Mormon, 1 suppose the im-
pression was general, as it is to-day,
that the Indians were a perishing race,
that they would soon dmaﬂpear from
the face of the land. ut before
Joseph had translated this he had
found in previous predictions that the
Gentiles—that is; our nation—that we
as a race and the nation to which we
belong should not have power to de-
stroy the Indians. This was a most
remarkable statement to make when
we consider where Joseph was brought
up and the circamstances surrounding
him. If he had not been inspired of
God he would not have dared, in my
opinion, andj no man would have dared
to have made such a prediction. But
what does Nephi say concerning this
matter as translated by the Prophet?
He says:

Nevertheless thou beholdest that the Gen-
tiles who have gone forth out of captivity,
and have been Jifted up by the power of God
above all other nations upon the face of the
land, which is choice above all other lands,
which is the land the Lord God hath cove-
nanted with thy father, that his seed should
bhave for the land of their inheritance,where-
fore thou seest that the Lord God will not
sufler that the Gentiles will utterly destroy
the mixture of thy seed, which are among
thy brethren;

Neither will he suffer that the Gentiles
shall destroy the seed of thy brethren.

“Neither will He suffer that the Gen-
tiles shall destroy the seed of thy
brethren”—that is, the Lamanites pro-
er. They were not to be permitted to
estroy Nephi's seed that should be
mingled among the Lamanites, nor
should they be permitted to destroy
the Lamanites—that is, the descend-
ants of Laman and Lemuel. Nephi
predicted this. To-day it is said that
the Indians will perish and that it is
impossible to save them. Here is the
word of God recorded in this sacred
book. We have the words of God, the
testimony of Jesus Christ arrayed
against all, or nearly ail, the conclu-
sions of the Gentiles. 1 look around
and 1 see here on this stand to-day
representatives of strange tribes of In-
dians who have come hére to visit, thus
being in part a fulfilinent of the pre-
diction of the Son of God, and also the
fulilment of that prediction of Nephi
that I have read in your hearing. 'The
Gentiles did receive the gospel of the
Son of God when it was revealed.
Burning with zeal to carry this gospel
to every nation, Kindred, tongue and
people; msplre& by the Holy Ghost,
they went out among the Indian races
as well as others, and falfilled the pre-
dictions of the Book ot Mormon in this
respect. And strange to say—if any-
thing can be said to be strange connect-
ed with the work of God—the descen-
dants of those ancient covenant people
of the Lord have gladly received the tes-
timony of the servants of God. Where-
ever we have gone and mingled with
those people, with those Red Men, and
been able to communicate to them the
truths of which we are in possession,
which God has revealed to us, they
have received the same gladiy; not
only upon this continent, but upon the
islands of the sea, throughout Poly-
nesia—the Sandwich, the Marquesas,
the Society and the Navigator Islands
—yes, and everywhere where those
imen with rod-skKins dwell, they have
gladly received the testimony of God’s
servants concerning the Gospel, and
they rejoice in its 1ulness and in the
knowledge that their fathers once pos-
sessed and of the redemption that
Jesus Christ has wrought out for them,
Most wonderful has this Predictiun
been fulfilled in this respect! And God
has done and is doing a great and
mighty work among the people, ful-
filling the words of the ancient pro-
Elieta and of Jesus, When the Gen-
lles ¢o reﬂc&ct the Gospel—as 1 fear
thiey will from their conduct in the
past-that {s, a8 a nation—although 1

trust there will yet be many hundreds
and thousands—yea, 1 would that I
could say millions—of Gentiles gather-
ed inby this Gospel; I trust that this
will be the case, though the prospects
ar¢ not very hopeful at present.
It seems at present that as a nation,
the Gintiles will reject the Gospel.
When they do reject it, as they have in

art, then God will commence, as the
Savior said, to do a great work among
the house of Israel. He will carry His
Gospel there, and the work will com-
mence then among all the scattered
remnants of the house of Israel over
the whole earth.

I wish to read another prophecy con-
nected with the coming forth of this
Book, and the results that should at-
tend it, namely,

““Wherefore, the fruit of thy loins
shall write; and the fruit of the loins
of Judah shall write;”’ St.he Prophet
here is speaking of the fruit ot the loins
of the Patriarch J oseph who was sold
into Egypt by his brethren]; “‘and that
which shall be written by the frait of
thy loius”’ [that is, of Joseph’s loins]
“and also that which shall be written
by the fruit of the loins of Judah, shall
grow together, unto the confounding of
false doctrines, and laying down of
contentions, and eatuhliﬂﬁing peace
among the fruit of thy loins, and bringi'-
ing them to the kuowledge of their
fathers in the latter days: and also to
the knowledge of my covenants, saith

e Lord.” |

Now, here is a very remarkable pre-
diction connected with the coming forth
of this Book. It should have the eifect,
when united with the Bible—for it was
the Bible that the Prophet was refer-
ring to as being the writings of the fruit
of the loins of Judah; when these two
Books shouild be united it should have
a remarkable effect — that is, their
union should. They should confound
false doctrine; they should lay down
contentions, put an end to them and
establish peace; and they should be
the means of bringing the people to the
knowledge of the covenants of God
with those ancient Prophets, with His
ancient servants and people. Now, all
those who know anything about the
effect of the Book of Mormon—of the
preaching of the Elders with the aid of
the Book of Mormon—know that these
words have been falfilled to the very
letter. False doctrines have been put
down. Contentions have ceased. Peace
has been established and the people
have been brought to the kKnowledge
of the covenants which God made with
His ancient servants. Those who have
read this Book know how precious are
the words of God contained in it—how

lain the doctrine of Jesus Christ is set
orth in it. There are no mistransla-
tions; there is no mysticism infused
into it by men who have had their own
peculiar views of the doctrine of Christ;
lor in consequence of the taking out
from the ancient records (the Bllﬁe) of
many pilain and precious parts of the
Gospel of Jesus Clrist, the whole re-
ligious world is in confusion as to the
meaning of certain texts. So far as
baptism itself is concerned there is no
end to contention. The Baptists say
that immersion is necessary and is
right. Others say that it is wrong and
that sprinkling is vight. Others con-
tend for infant 'Im&n.ism, while others
say it is not of God. Many claim that
infant baptism is necessary, and that if
a child is not baptized it is in danger of
being consigned to the regions of the
damned, While others, again, contend
for the pouring of water; and still
others who permit the candidate to
elect which mode of baptism he will
have, whether sprinkling, lmmersion
orpouring; whiie men are thus divided
upon this subject, Paul says there is
but che baptism.

Now, the Book of Mormon comes
forth, and it speaks in exceeding great
plainness upon this point. It not only
gives the mode of baptism which Jesus
gave to His ancient disciples on this
continent, but the very words to be
used. It says that they shall immerse
candidates in the water; and it gives
particular directions about the laying
on of hands, and about all the doc-
trines of the church of Christ, or of
the Gospel. No man who reads the
Book of Mormon neced beat a loss to
know the doctrine of Christ. Itis as

lain as it is possible for the English

nguage to make it and everybody can
gsee it. Therefore, most wondertully,
when united with the Bible, has it ful-
filled this prediction—the writings of
the descendants of Joseph, of which
this Book is the record. 5

Another most remarkable prediction
is given in this same chapter; showing
how plainly the Lord revealed to His
ancient servants who wrote this Book
that which should take place in the
last times. Lehi in speaking about
Moses said that the Lord had revealed
to Joseph the Patriarch that He would
raise up a. migchty prophet named
Moses and that He should raise up for
him a spokesman; that Moses would
not be mighty in word, but in deed.
Here is what the Lord said untoJoseph
the Patriarch, as quoted by Lehi: h

“‘And the Lord said unto me also
[that is, Joseph the Patriarch], **1 will
raise up unto the fruit of thy loins;and
1 will make for him a spokesman. And
I, behold, I will give unto him, that he
shall write the writing of the fruit of
thy loins, unto the fruitof thy loins,
and the BPﬂkeamﬂu of thy loins shall
declare it.” |

After the church had been organized
some months, Oliver Cowdery, Parley
P. Pratt, Peter Whitmer and Ziba Pe-
terson were appointed by the prophet
of God to visit the western boundaries
of Missouri. On theirjourney westward
they passed through tne western part of
Ohio, where Parley had formerly lived
and labored 1n connection with the
Reformed Baptists. They called upon

one of tne founders of that Sid-
ney Rigdon. They found him in the
town of Kirtland, gave him a Book of
Mormon, and bore their testimony tg
him of the restoration of the Gospe|
Sidney Rigdon said to them: **You tej]
me a strange tale, I will examine thig
hook;?”” and he commenced to doso.
They were all young men, Sidney Rig-
don was many years their senior. Rig.
don examined the book and be
convinced that it was the word of God,
He was baptized in the town of Kirt.
land, and the foundation of a great
work was laid there. God afterwards
revealed that this man was to beg
spokesinan, and he became the spokes-
man to this people and to the world for
the prophet Joseph. Those who kney
Sidney Rigdon know how wonderfully
God inspired him, and with what won. |
derful eioquence he declared the word |
of God to the people. He was a mighty
man in the hands of God, as a spokes-
man, as long as the prophet lived, or up
to a short time before his death. Thus
you see that even this which
might look upon as a small matter, was
recdicted about 1700 years before the
irth of the Savior, and was quoted by
Lehi 600 years before the same event,
and about 2400 years before its fulfill-
ment, and was translated by the power
of God through his servant Josephasg
was predicted should be the case, and
at a time, as I have said, when there
was not a man upon the earth who was
a member of the church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. The church had
not yet been organized and Josepn did |
not know, unless he knew by the spirit
of revelation, whether any man would
receive the Gospel. I doubt whether
he knew as to how the charch would be
organized. lle had some 1dea, doubt-
less; but there were many things which
he himself did not know till he wrote
this translation. | '

Time will not permit me to proceed
much further with this Eubf&ct; I wish
I had a day to speak upon it; but “ﬁ
now trespassing on Brother Joseph F.
Smith’s time. 1

There is one prediction, however, [
wish, before 1 sit down, to allude
because I think it is most signally f
filled, namely,

““And he said unto me, Behold ther
are, save two churches only;’ [thi§
was the angel speaking to Nephi in
vision,] ‘“‘the one is the church of
Lamb of God, and the other isthe
chuarch of the devil.” - |

This is a new thing. It is supposed
there are a great manv churches. The
Lord here says there is but one church
outside of his own church.

“*Wherefore, whoso belun%et.h not to
the church of the Lamb oi God, be-
longeth to that Ereat church, which is
the mother of abominations; and she
is the whore of all the earth. Y

“*And it came to pass that I looked
and beheld the whore of all the h, .
and she sat upon many waters; and she
had domianion over all the earth, a
all nations, Kindreds, tongues and
peoples.

“‘And it came to
the church of the of God,
its numbers were few, becaunse of th
wickedness and abomfnatiﬁm of the
whore who sat upon many waters:
nevertheless 1 beheld that the ehure
of the Lamb, who were the saints of
(God, were also upon all the face of the
earth; and their dominions upon the
face of the earth were small, '

of the wickedness of the great whor

whom 1 saw. |
““And it came to passthat I behell
that the great mother of abominations
did gather together multitudes upon
the face of all the earth, among all the
nations of the Gentiles,to fight ags
the Lamb of God.”

At the time this was written a man

‘paua% that T behelﬁ

have said—that is, unless he was i
spired of God—that anything of thi
Kind could happen in these Unitel
States. One of the chief foundation
stones of the great fabric of Govern-
ment in this land, upon this continent
is religious liberty—liberty for even
creed. Persecution of people for re-
ligion was unknown at the time ﬁ
was written, and no man, unless he had
been inspired of God, could have con-
templated such a possibility as that any
church would be persecuted for
ligion’s sake. Yet here was a predic-
tion made by Nephi, 2400 years before
it took place, in which he foretold the
condition of things in this land s
upon all lands where the church of
Christ should exist. There should ¢
combinations and peoples gathered tos
gether by religious influences against
he church of God. Now, what are the
facts? Among the first persecutorsol
this church, when its members wen
few, were those who were themselves
religious teachers. The earliest perse-
cutors of Joseph Smith were religious
teachers, and the mobs in Missouri,
and the mobs in Illinois were led b
religious teachers. Even the mob tha
murdered our beloved Prophet an
Patriarch and wounded our reve
President—that mob was led byal
Baptist preacher, and our people w
driven from Nauvoo, as Brother Well
well knows, by a mob headed hg

reacher, And to-day those who
nciting mobs against this {v:cnlple ; those
who go to Congress and te perses
cutions against us; those who ful
minate threats and frame petitions;
thosewho meet together in conventions;
those who gather together in conferen-
ces, are those who belong to this
“mother of abominations,”” thi
““whore of all the earth,”” and it
through the influence of that accursed
whore that they gather together and
marshal their forces in every

against the Latter-day Saints, the
Church of the living God, The blood
that has stained rgia and thet
cries from the ground for vengensd




