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deprives for the jimesime being females
inia the territory afof utah from vot-
ing according to the information
that we received from the commis
Bi onera appointed under thothe previous
act of CongCongreregiaa and from other
eosource it appeared that female suf-
frage in that territory was stBJ far asaa
it relates to the mormonscormons a suffrage
of servitude that the females vote
exactly as their lords and mastorsmasters
requirelequire them to bojdojdo be they many or
or rewfow and that counts to keep up
juin this hierarchy and polygamous
beallyzeally governed territory asaa it hashab

I1 been the power of thothosethoee guilty of
the crimes that we wish to repress
accordingly we with-
out

wilh
any reference to the question of

thetho general proprietyaty of female suf-
frage in proposing that for the time
being female suffrage exercised as it
is in that territory i be sus-
pended we do not by proposing
this clauseclauw undertake to express
any opinion as to the general ques-
tion of female guaragesuffragesu uragearage but in order
to accomplish the end and to put
the political power in that territory
in the hands of the people who are
in accord with the laws and bentirenti

of the united baates athla
wasas onaone of the things that was
thought to ba neznecessaryessary to that
end

mr van wyckwych allow me to askash
one question lortor information I1 did
not hear all the statement of thesenator from dermoutVermout I1 lostloht theauthority he had for saying that the
females in the territory voted aap
their lords and masters directed 1I
suppose le stated on whathat authority
he asid so but I1 did not hearhenr it

mr Edmunulisclis wowovaea alln ur albut one ot01 tleue selseb lumen A were
under theibe furmerfurmen act

who bomesome months in
territory this observation that I1
have made duesdoes not apply tote thegentilegenthieGen tiletiie women as they are called
rheneabere very few of whom I1 under
ainuu reallyreany exerciseexereserelseeise right of01

suffrage but it lefers to the other
class otof females under methe domina-
tion of the mormon church for
herethere is no disguising the fact that
aheaho mormon government orof that7territoryerritory is a government of the
mostmoat exclusive and powerful hierar-
chyby that exists on this continentmr morrill it the gentile women
lidid vote one wife wouldwoula notcot coucounter-
balance

a ter
six

mrhir edmunds that lais true
nouga but our information drawn
romornr these zentgentgentlemanlemanieman who spent
months there and from all other
sources that we can get by letters
indnd so evinces us that the poll-

i acalcalcai power of this territory is now
argeiw influenced in respect of itsengang kept in the hands of ththee peo
lee who defy the laws of the unitedtatesstates by forceforee of their casting the

olidsolid votes of their females in the
Il that I1 have named we
herefordhe thought that the greater

of breaking up this great crime
vonjaduld justifyy the suspension for the
lineime beinging of female voting in the
territorye without any reference I1
elepert to the general question of
emale suffrage

mr hoar mr residentPes identt itseems
c0 me thatthai the senator from vewver

to any legileglegislatorelatorwaton accustomeda0 bebebebe governed by general conati
principles has stated very
the objection to the section

which he proposes jain his bill here
i a criminal law a law aimed at the

of polygamy and prescribing
taelle method of proving with a view
0 the punishing a certain crime
ra that law he includes a general
revision in regard to the right ofafbragefragerag ida and heile undertakes to
mahemake a general provision in regard
op31 tha right of buueufsuffrageuragefrage prohibiting
I111I1 wormwornwomenen from exercisingexe ching a right
lisyley now enjoy and taking from the
eople of a particular territory
ie right to determine the fl
irions of electors in that territory
cording to all other people and ac

to them in all other respects
y sayingbaying that a certain class of
omen whom the sanator thinks
e in a majority will not vote as helinkylinka they ought to
that is the whole of this
on as be i tatesstates it himself trans
cited into plainer and clearer lanianan
lageaage so far as disclosingdhclosing the pur
me goesgoeb I1 do not mean to com-
ireurelre my general capacity for makmab
ng1 ig a clear proposition with that ofnelie learned chairman of the judiciryY committeecommutes he says that thetnentiletiletiie women the unmarried

the women who are the boleboie
awful wives of lawful husbands
all all be prohibited from the ex-
cise of a right which they now en
yand which for thepurposes of his
ebentbesent argument he does not deny
eyley ought to continue to enjoy be

kusokubowo certain other women have
cited or are likely 0too votevota in a way

that we do not want they should for
the wrong candidate or because they
arearo constrained by domestic or other
influences into voting a pattiparticular
way

now suppose we may take it for
granted though the senator chitea
no authority except that of certain
commissioners who have not beenbean
out of salt lake city that the wo-
men who have soBO far become ad-
herents or disciples of mormonismniam
as to live in polygamous connection
with mormonscormons would be likely to
cast their votes in the interest of
that church and that institution I1
should like to inquire of the senator
from vermont why itif he excludes
all the women of that territory from
the right to vote because of the ac-
tion of the majority of women heha
does not exclude all the men of that
territory from the right to vote be-
cause of the way in which the ma-
jority of thethemenmen vote in that com-
munity if he excludes the mormon
wife because of casting her vote in
accordance with the will of her hushas
band why should benotbe not exclude the
husband who casts hishla vote under
the domination of hethe same bier
archy

it seems to me mr president
that this is really doing what the
author of this ejection I1 will not say
flinched but shrank from doindoln gand
from avowing in regard to men
why not meet this question fairly
and faytsy that mormonscormons shailrhall not
vote that personspersona under the iffla
encence of toe mormon hierarchy shall
not vote or at any rate that
living in i ol01 mania emale
uror female tdiall not votevole trial it
what the 86 naterrater to ac
comp and if he has a right to
do what llelie proposebegseg be has a right
to do that
but I1 asuppose that whoever drew

this section and that the chairman
of the judiciary committee in pro-
posing this section thought that
would be a violation of general and
poundhound constitutional principles he
was not preparedpe pared to say evenoven to a
mormon you shall not vote be-
cause of your religious or pretended
religious was not pre
pared to bayeay even of Mormonmormonmons
f we will punish a certain class orof

1

lensesoffensesof against society and against
the marriage relation as it is con-
ceived and understood by christians
with the deprivation of the right of
suffrage because whatever evils
the exercise of the right of suffrage
by this class of personspersona may operate
in the particular class the assertion
of the right by the government to
connol the suffrage with a view of
making tat control a lever or in-
strumentalitystra mentality in regard to certain
opinion el however erroneous they
inmightit be was the assertion of a
vicious and most dangerous general
principle worse it anything could
be worse than mormonism itself
I1 will noinotnounot saybayithalthatthal nothot worse than
mormonismmormon sm itselfet because mor-
monismmonism itself is a distractiondistdiatruction of that
most sacred tie which lies at the
foundation of the horns and of so-
ciety itself

now the senator from vermont
says that he does not put this prop-
osition upon any general objection
to female suffrage whatever hhisIs
opinion may be on that question he
is not governed by that opinion
here but hohe puts it simply on the
ground that thetho suffrage of a partic-
ular class of women preponderating
lain numbers over others in a partic-
ular communitycum Isig exercised in favor
of a vicious system or under the con-
trol of a vicious hierarchy if that
ba the reason it seems to me with
areugrestt respect to a senator for whose
conclusions I1 have so great respect
always whom almost always I1 eetle
light to follow in public questions
that that is a bad reason in principle

i hope thereforeeF whatever may
be done with the bill which I1 shall
be glad to without this
clause that the section will be
strickencirenclien out

mr edmundsedmunde mr president
the question of suffrage Is a politi-
cal ququation within the concontrolt rolroi of
theth dationpationpolitical power at all times I1
bebelievebelleveI1 eve every body agrees to that allthat the senator has ealdeaid respecting
the opinions of mormon women jaia
entirely apart from thisthia bill ahta
laIs motive merely it Isia not law

in thetho next place jfif we could get
at the real opinions of the mormon
women and give them the free ex
erearcieeee of those opinions desirous of
breakingbrebieakingahing up as I1 am these practices
in that cerriVerrIterritorytory I1 would say if themormon women could not now votevoto
they should have the right to vote
because if you can get at their real
opiopinionsniona asaa theethe a commisacommissionersloners
did from many of them in private
interviews etc we should fand that
cheveryththe veryevery nature of woman in gen-
eral t jhotho very nature of every virtu
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ous woman revolts at thetho notion of
polygamy and of all its influences
but they are like the women of cen-
tral asia at this present moment
they are dominated by the lords of
creation who wish to keepheep up a
government which laIs opposed as
myrny friend and myself agree to
everything that Is good as we under-
stand it in thisthia world and that we
all agree in desiring to put down

that is the way it theref-ore we do not invade any principle
of law or constitutional governmentgov emment
in arranging the political affairs of a
territory over which we have susui 1

preme dominion if the argument
of a learned citizen of the state of
pennsylvania said to have been de-
livered to a committee of thetho house
of representatives and a copy of
which has been sent to me is soundbound
then we have no right to legislate
about any of the transactions in the
territory of utah at all and utah Is
entitled to the same powers of self
government by its people that a
state is but I1 do not propose to
go into that question I1 dismiss it16 as
one 10 no senatorbenator or very
few senators will agree at all

then having the political power
of arranging the suffrage in that
territory and being determined to
put down the practice of polygamy
there and to abolish this anti re
publican hierarchy which Isia found-
ed on that alone I1 think wowe are
justified in taking any stepsterl that
protects equal rights necerece paryfary to
thatthat end rhefhe motive is not to
make a distinctdistinctionon in rerespecthect to
opt ion butbul the motive is tto libeilbe
raterats A hebehebb women from tle jure
ununderler which they keep up a govern-
mentmi nt there which laIs injurious to
their own fortune their own honor
their own prosperitypros parity and their own
instincts of female virtue that Isia
it and that is all of itmy learned friend enquires why
we do not exclude the men too on
constitutional principles of course
we must make general rulesnalea we
have not undertaken and I1 do not
wish to undertake and I1 do not
think it right to undertake and I1
doubt if it is constitutional to un-
dertake I1 will not saybay I1 doubt I1
anaam sure it is not constitutional to
disfranchise any man on account of
an opinion that he has or any wo-
man personsPers ns must be disfranchised
on some other legal ground

everybodyEveryboey I1 suppose except
judge black agrees that in point of
law we cincan connineconfine voting in any
territory or in the district of co-
lumbia to properpropertyty holders of I1and that would reduce thetha gov-
ernment of the district to probably
one hundred men we can confine it
in the territories to and
thatthal would reduce the whole terri-
tory

arri
to one hundred men very like

ly we can say that nobody who has
a dollar in the world shall be entitled
to vote we can bayaay that nobody who
has any amount of property shall
be entitled to vote and that all
those who have no property at all

the paupers shall be the bolesole
voters in a territory over which we
have dominion or in the district of
columbia if we think it wise to do
it because we make a general classi-
ficationfi

if you say exclude the mormon
men as well as the mormon women
youjou must exclude the gentile men
as well as we do by this bill the
gentile women and then you have
nobody to vote in the territory at
all sobo with the motive which I1
avow with the utmost plainness of
diminishing this power and reliev-
ing these mormon women from the
slavery and duress under which
they now caslcast their votesvoted in a cer-
tain way it Isia rightt and proper to do
this thing that is the whole of it

now if my friend from masscho
betts is so stirred up with his ad-
mirationmiramizami rationtion and desire for woman suff-
ragerageththatathebe ii unwilling to take
every step possible lawfully to0 o re-
press polygamy and this hierarchy
founded on it in that territory that
he gerfers to have polygamy with
woman suffrage tthanhan tot0 have no
polygamypoly mamy without it for the time
neing that of coursecourie will account
for hlahis position

mr hoarroar why does not the
senator abolish auffrage there alto-
gether allow me to ask him

mr edmundedmunds I1 will state that
mr hoar we have the sanlesanie

right to do it
mr edmunds we have the same

right to abolish suffrage altogether
then what are you going to do
you must govern that territory
thethen just as yau govern the district
of columbia by a steady and con
P tentstant act of congress like a legisla-
ture which tola impracticable hommeborne
people a considerable number of
the gentiles in that territory were
angry laetlatt year whenwilen we passed the

former bill to which this Isia merely
a supplement drawn out by circum-
stances and in aid of itait and oxex

desirous that we should
abolish suffrage altogether and put
the government of that territory
into a commission and give the com-
mission asaa practicallyully were must if
wowe do it at all legislativelegisla tivo powers

I1 do not believe the congress of
the united states ought to give any
commission anywhere legislative
power you can give them execu-
tive powers but you must yourself
exert the legislative power and we
know with the way congress is

up wun tant we
cannot provide local legislation from
day to day and from time to timefor that territory it cannot be
done and the committee thought
conconsideringeldering that part of the
tiongtion that it was improper as thething now stands to undertake to
govern that territory by a commis-
sionsion that should be invested with
the necessary legislative powers for
the proper government of it so we
cannot do that

then we go just as far and as fast
as the constitution will allow us in
every way to accomplish the end
that I1 suppose we all have in view
and soeo fartar as the thing stands in
point of law there cancaa be no ques
tion of ouroun right to regulate sunnsundsuffragebagekage
in that territory I1 suppose whenyou comecomb to the question of motive
then my honorable friend is entitled
to make the argument hohe has made
that this motive may apply just as
well to men usas to womenwoman so itelgh but wowe apply it both to the
grudle women who are willing and
glad to suffer this deprivation in or-
der tit accomplish this great good
and to the mormon women alike
if we apply it to the mormon men
wedemutmut apply it to the gentile
men alike and then we shall hatehave
nobody to elect a territorial legis-
lature and make a government

mr hoar I1 want to askaak the sen-
ator a question but I1 want to found
I1itt if he will allow me on the

of a passage from the last act
the senator as I1 understood him in
what he first saidsald stated that these
women acted under duress of their
husbanhusbandsdg foreor that reason he
wished to exclude them the pres-
ent law isia this section 8 of the actnet of
march 22 1882

that no polygamist any person
cohabiting with moremone thanethan one maulandwomanwo andno woman cohabiting with any of thetha per-
sons described as aforesaid in this section inany territory or other place over which thetha
united states havohave exclusive jurisdiction
shall be entitled to vote at any election held
irianain any buchsuch territory or other eor be elig-
ibleib 0o ronsor election or appointmentappoint mentmont to or be en
tined to hold any office orcr place 0 public
trtrustst honorbonor or 0emolumentolum ent in under or for
any sucheuch territory or placeplaca or underund erthethetho
united states

so you have already excluded
every bigamist or polygamistpolygadist man
or comanswomanswoman every woman cohabiting
with any polygamist or bigamist
and this is a proposition merely to
extend to all women this disqualifi-
cation without extending it to aallaliI1
men the mormon man in carry-
ing his principles into practice laIs not
excluded now I1 wish to mkask the
senator from vermont why it is that
finding certain men nonot guilty of
crime but only entertaining bad
opinions and certain women not
guilty of crime but some of themthern as
hohe supposes entertaining bad opin-
ions he makes a law applicable to
the territory of utah by which he
excludeexcludes3 all women from the fran-
chise they now possess and refuses
to exclude not only allali men but even
the men entertaining thosethese opin-
ions

mr edmunds I1 have answered
that already I1 have said that your
law must be equal and is equal ai
applied to classes nobody doubts
my friend from massachusetts does
not doubt that whereverrover we have
legislative jjurisdiction likeilke a state
has or like congress has over the
district otof columbia or a territory
we may classify the people who are
entitled to the exercise of political
rights by age by sex by property
or the want of property or any
other such thing that Is general in
its application now in nordertoorder to ac-
complishcom the object we have in
view one great and necessary step
in ic is to diminish the political
power of the polygamous mormon
church because that is what it Jsis
andmid that is what it is alone as it is
now constituted although it is an
graftedInID contrivance on the original
mormon faith

now how are you going to do it
I1 have answered that already you
can do it by excluding all men in
the territory if you please and leave
it all to women but Inalnainasmuch as
three fourths of the wo nen there
are under the domination of thetha
men who which to keep up this po-
lygamouslyga church they vote just as

they are compelled to whether they
are plural wives or not because the
power of the church extends entirely beyond the mere polygamous re-
lation it extends to almost all the
female people ofof that church as well
as the malemaie people and they vote
almost solid in one way in order to
miimaimaintain this central power of the
kind that I1 need not take time to
describe that is the reason and
therefore having the power to make
this claciaclassification unde rhenhe law andnot having the power to abolish itentirely with any safety for the gov-
ernment of the territory for wewa
cannot put it in a commission with
legislative powers wowe must do this
or do nothing and it really comes
back to the question whether you
perierpener polygamy to suspending for
the time being female suffrage in
that territory and relieving these
poor women who are lariar more vastly
sinned against than binningsinning fromfroin
the domination that forces enem to
uphold by their votes this institu-
tion that we are trying to get rid of

mr blair mr president I1 be-
lieve in what Isia called manhood suf-
frage that Is1 the right of partaking
in the sovereignty on the part of
eeveryery human being of mature pow
era whether male or female I1 ad-
mit that the power to regulate the
exercise ot suffrage is in the ponti-
fical organization asaa it exists nudaudthat the extension of the suffrage Is
at its will not asaa a matter of right
but as a matter of power because
there lais no other way to obtain the
extension unless it be exercised by
force and violence which is revolu-
tion wherever in any republican

icommunity or in any commancommunityity
where the republican form of gov-
ernment prevails this rightlight has been
extended to all to whom it belongs
by nature I1 never will consent by
any act of mine to see any class des-
poiled of the exercise of that right
and if in the territory of utah wo-
man hashaa acquired it I1 will so far as
my action Jsis concerned incline al-
ways to vote in euch way as to en-
able her to continuecont nue rather than to
restrict her in its exercise but
without entering upon the general
question of the right of female suf
iratrainagege I1 wish to confine what little
I1 havehavo to bayhay now to tho pro-
visions of thothe bill

the exact state of the law seems
to ba this by the statute of the
last sessioncession we deprived every poly-
gamist and bigamist of the right to
vote and hold office I1 suppose we
would consider that they havobavo the
right to continue the exercise otof

aga and the right of office
holding until tried and convicted of
the crime mentioned according to
lawaw anandd it is because we cannot in-
flictfll11 et ththisthibis pain and penalty for cer-
tainly the deprivation of the right
of partaking ina the suffrage is pun-
ishment bebaubecausece we cannot deprive
them till after conviction by due
course of law that the mormon
men still retain the right
fragefrago therefore they can vote still
both can vote until they are con-
victed of the crime specified in the
act of last betsbetlsessionslonblon now this bill
comes to us and reads as follows
that it shuabu not tebe lawful roctoz nayany femaletotovote at any election hereafter held intheto theterritory of utah for any public purpose

whatever and no such vote shall be received
or counted or given effect in any manner
whatever and any audand every act otof thetho gov
edcor and legislative assembly of thothe terr-
itory of utah providing for or allowing thetha
registration of voting by females lais hereby
annulled

it doesdocs not touch tho matter of
office holding it boes not attack the
right of suffrage in the handsbands of any
but women and it makes no dis-
tinction among women the sena-
tor from vermont brings in this bill
with this section because certain of
thothe women ina the territory of utah
believe in polygamy and vote in ac-
cordancecor dance with their beliefilief or if he
doesdm not place it16 upon that ground
he bayssays it is because themthese women
are practically enslaved and vote in
accordance with the will of their
husbanhusbands dg or their masters

that is a question of factofact and his
proof of that question of fact is I1
I1 think liable to be controverted
to be sure he bayssays that certain com-
missionersm p ners who went out there and
spent a few months came back and
say so I1 do not know in what au-
thoritative way they have even said
so but I1 do know that all the ac-
counts I1 have ever heard from the
territory of utah are overwhelm-
ingly to the point that the women
are as much attached to the Ins
tion asaa are the men in that terri-
tory and I1 think that is the fact

I1 happened to bobe the latmit gentile
who conversed with brigham young
before his death I1 wasvas in the ter-
ritory at that time it wswes on a
monday evening and hohe died the
next thursday in conversation


