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deprives for ihe time being females:
in the Verritory of TUtah from vot-
ing. According to the information
that we recelved from the comnals-

sioners appointed under the previous

agt of Cobgress and from other
eources, It appeared that female suf-
frage in that Territory was 82 fat as
1t relates to the Morwons a suflrage
of servitude; that the females vote
exagtly as their lords and masters

Tequire them (o do, be they many or
or few; and that counts to keep up
in thie hierarchy snd polyganious
really governed Terriiory as it has
been, the power of those gnilty of
the crimes that we wish to represa,
Accordingly, we felt justided, wich-

oui any reference io tbhe queetion of

the general propriaty of female suf-
frage, in proposing that for the time
being femals eultrage exerclsed as it

I8 in that Territory, shoul1 be sus-

pended- Wedo not, ty proposing
this clayse, undertake to express

Any opinion a3 to the general ques.

tion of femsale sufrage; but in order
to accomplish the end, and to put
tlie political power In that Territory

in the bands of the people who are

In accord with the laws snd renti-

ments of the United Btates. 'This
was one of the thipga that was
thought to bs necessary to that

end.

Mr. Van Wyek, Allow me to ask
onhe question tor information. I did
not hear all the statement of the
Henator from Vermout. 1 lost the
sutbority he had for saylng that the
females in the Territory voted as
tbelr lords and masters directed. I
BUDLORe L8 kiated on what autbuority
he 8.id 89, dul [ Jdid not near ot

Mr. Edmuuts WWesw - ofl or al.
bul one 01 e gobi .ol W bo Weie
<Cummissioners under Lhe fulmer act,
who rpent some monthe in toat
“Territory. Thie observation that ]
w-have mude dues not apply to the
“Fentile women as they are called
flere, very few of whom I under-
:sland reaily exerciee this right of
suflrage; but 1% refers to the other
«wlasa of ferunjes under the domina-
%ion of the Mormen Cuunreh, for
Ehere is no dieguising the fact that
the Mormon government of that
[Territory is a government of the
ost exclugive and powerful hierar-
sny that exists on this continent,
| Mr, Morrill, I the Gentlle women

id vote one wife would not cougter-
alance six.,

Mr, Edmunds. That 13 true

nough; bui our information drawn
Tom these gentlemsau who spent
nonths there, and from =21 other
ources that we can get by lettére
ud 80 on,couviness us that the poli-
ical power of thls Territory is now
rgely inflaenced in respect of its
=ing kept ln the hands of the peo-
le who defy the Iaws of the United
tates, by foece of thefr casting the
~lid votes of their females in the
irectlon that I have naimed. We
herefore thought that the grester
spo0d of breaking uwp this great crime
ould justify the suspension for the
ime being of female voting in the

erritory, witbout any reference, I

©epeat, to the general guestion of
:male suffrage.
Mr. Boar,—Mr, Pesident, it ceems
i0 me thas the Benator from Ve:-
100t to any legi-lator accustomed
i+ be;be zoverned by general consti-

tional principles has atated very
tuongly the obfsctlon to the section
zioh e proposes in his bill, Here

a criminal law, alaw aimed at the

Clenee of polygamy aund preseribing

1o method of proving with a view

the punishing a certaln crime,

i that law he iucludes a general

rovision in rezard to the right of

iffrage, and he wundertakes to

'knske'a general provislon in regard

|| * the right of euffrage prohibiting

I women from exercising a right

18y now enjoy and taking from the
ople of a particalar Territory

e right to determine the qualifi-
tiona of electors In that Territory,
cording to all other people and ac-
rding to them in all gther respects,

saying that a certain class of

Jumen whom the B.nator thinks
© in a-mzjority will not vote as he

inka they ought to vote,

'4"T'hat ia the whole of thls proposi-
n as he -tatea it himsels, trans-
ed into plainer and clearer lan-
age 8o far a3 dleclosing the pur.
sagoed, 1donot mean to com-
e my general capacity for mak-
Z a clear proposition with that of
& learned chairman of the Judicl-

| v Committes, He says that the

fi-ntile women, tha anmarried wo-

20, the women who are the gole
ful wives of lawral husbands,

all all be prohibited from the ex-
ise of a right which they now en-

)y and which for the parposes of his

josent argament be does not deny

‘§=¥ ought to continue to spjoy, be-

use certaln other women bave

ted or are likely tp volein » way
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that we do not want they should for
the wroug candlidate or becauee they
are constrained by domestie or other
influences Into voting a partienlar
WAY. ’

Now, suppoze we may take i for
granted (though the Senator cites
no sutherity exocept that of certain
commisslonera who bhave not besn
out of Balt Lake City) that the wo-
men who bave so far become nd-
herents or diseiplesa of Mormonism
as to live in polygamous connection
with Mormons weuld be likely to
cast their votes in the interest of
that church and that inatttution; I
should like to Ingaire of the Senzator
from Vermont why, if he excludes
all the wemen of that territory from
the right to vole because of the ac-
tion of the majority of women, hs
does not exelude all the men of that
Territory from the right to voie be-
cauce of the way in which the ma-
Jurity of the;men vote in thal com-
muonity? 1f he excludes the Mormon
wife because of casting her vote In
accordance with the will of her has-
band,why should he not exclude the
husband who casis his vote under
the domination of the same hier-
archy?

1t seems to me, Mr. Prenident,
that this 11 really doiug what the
author of this eection, I will not say
flinched, bat shrank from doing,and
irom avowing In regard to men.
Why not meet this question faitly
and :xy that Mormone shall not
vole, that persons under the inflz-
eno- of tne Mormon hierarchy shall
aot vole, or at any rate that persons
Hving to | olygamons marels e, male
ut female, shall not vole? That e
what the 3 pator undest .kes to ac
complieh; and if he hes a riyht to
do what e propises, he has aright
to do thet.

Bui-f ruppose thet whoever drew
this sedtion and that the chairman
of the Judictary Committee in pro-
poriog this section thought that
wouid be a violation of genersl and
round constitutional principles. He
was not prepared topsay even toa
Mormon, *-You shall not vote be-
cauge of your religious or pretended
religious principles;”he was not pre.
pared to eay even of Mormons,
“We will punish a certaiu claes of
offenses againet society and against.
the marriage relution as it is con-
ceived and understood by Christians
with the deprivation of the right of
snfirage,” because whatever evils
the exercise of the right of sufirage
by this clasa of perzons may operate
in tha particular clase, the assartion
of the right by the government to
con'ro] the suffrage with a view of
making ttat control a lever or in-
stramentslity in regard to certain
opinions, however erronecus they
might be, was the aszertion of a
vicious and most dangerous general
principle, worse, if anything could
be woise, than Mormonism I1tself.
I will not say thal; not worse then
Mormonism jtself, brcauce Mor-
monism iteelf is adistruction of that
most sacred tie which lies ab the
fcundation of the hom3a and of so-
ciety itaelf,

Now, the Benator from Vermont
says ihat he does not put this prop-
ositlon upon any general objection
to female suffrage. Whatever hls
opinion may be on that question he
is not poverned by that opinfon
here, but he.puts it simply on the
grotnd that the suffrage of a partic-
ular class of women preponderating
in numbers over othersin s partle-
ular community isexerclzed in favor
of 8 vielous system or under the con-
trol of a viclons hierarchy. 1f that
ba the reason, itseems to me, with
greut respect to s Benator for whose
conclusions I have so great respect
always, whom almoat always I de-

light to follow in public guestions,
that that isa bad reason in principle,

I bope, therefore, whatever may
be done with the biil, which I shalil
be glad to suppost w.thout this
¢lause, that the section will be
stricken out.

Mr. Edmunde. Mr, President,
the qnestion of suftrage fa n politi.
cal qu:ation withiu the control of
the pelitival power at all tirmes. 1
belleveeverybody agrees to that. AN
that the Bsuator has eald respecting
the opinlons of Mormon women fa
entirely apart from this bill, Thta
la motive merely; it is not law,

In the next place, if we conld get
&t the reai opinions of the Mormon
women, nd give them the free ex-
erciee of those oplnions, desirous of
breaking up as [ am these practicea
in that Cerritory, I wounld say if the
Mormon women could not now vote
they should have the right to vote,
beeause if you cen get at their real
opinziona (as the @ commissioners
did from msny of them in private
interviewe, ete.) we should find that
the very nature of woman in” gen-

eml=the very nature of every viztu-

008 woman—revolta at ths notfon of
polygamy and of all its Influences;
but they are lfke the women of Cen-
tral Asia at this present moment;
they are Jominated by the lords of
creatlon, who wish to keep up a
government which. 13 oppossd, as
my friend and myself agree, to
everything that is good as weunder-
etand it in this world, and that we
all agree in desiring to put down,

That is the way it atands, There-
fore we do not invade any principle
of law or conatitutional government
in arranging the political affairs of a
Terri{ory over which we have su-
preme dominfon. If the argument
of a learned gitizen of the Stato of
Pennsylvania, said to have been de-
livered to a committee of the House
of Representatlves,and a copy ef
which hss been sent to me, is sonnd,
then we have no right to legislate
about any of the transactions in the
Territory of Utah at all, and Utah is
entitied fo the same powers of self.
government by jts people that a
State is. But I do not propose to
go into that question; I diemise It as
one to which no Benator, or very
few Benators, will agree at all.

Then having the political power
of arranging the euffrage in that
Territory, aud being determined to
put down the practice of polygamy
there and to abolish this anti-re-
publican hierarchy which Is found-
ed on that elone, I think we are
Jusiified in taking any step that
protecta equal rights, nece-eary to
that ¢nd. Che motive i& not to
make a distinetron in re-pect to
opt ian<, bui the motise is v, libe
rais theébe womeu from the duress
un.der which they keep upa govorn-
ment there which is injurious to
their own fortuue, their own honor,
thelr own prospsrity, and their own
instincts of female virtue. That is
it; and that ja all of it.

My learned friend enqunires why
we do not exclude the men too. On
constitutional principles of couree
We must make generzl rules. We
bave not undertaken, and I do not
wish to undertake, and I do not
think ii right to undertake, and I
doubst if it Is constitutional to un-
dertake—I wilt not esy I doubt; 1
am sure it is not constitntlonal—to
®sfranchise any maa on sccount of
an opinion thal he has, or any wo-
man, Pers.ns must be disfranchised
on some other legal ground.

Everyboey, I ~ suppese, exeept
Judyze Black, agrees that in point of
law we can confloe voting In any
Territory or ju the Distriot of Qo-
lumbia to property.holdera of. $100,-
000, and that would reduce the gov-
ernment of the District ta probably
one bundred men; we can conflne it
in the Territorfes to $100,000, and
that would reduce the whole Terri-
tory to ome hundred men very like-
ly; we can say that nobody who has
a dollar in the world shall be entitled
to vote; we cau say that nobody who
has any amount of property shall
be entitled to vote, and that all
those who have no property at all
—the paupers—shali be the sole
voters in a Territory over whlch we
have dominion or 1n the District of
Columbia, if we think 1t wize to do
it, because we make a general clasei-
fication. ]

If yousay exclude the Mormon
men ag well as the Mormon women,
you must exclude the Gentile men
as well, a8 We do by thia bill the
Gentllo women, and then you have
nobody tovote in the Territory at
all. Bo with the motive, whioh I
avow with the utmost plainness, of
diminishing this power and reliev-
ing theee Mormon women from the
slavery and duress under which
they now cast their votea in a cer-
tain way, it is right and proper to do
this thing. ~That is the whole of it.

Now, ir my friend froma Masschu-
setts 19 so stirred up with his ad-
miration and deaire for waman sufl-
rage that he is unwilling to take
every step possible lswfuily to re-
pre:s polygamy and thie hierarchy
fousded n it in that Territory, that
he perfers to have polygamy with
woman suffrage than to have no
polymamy without it for the time
veing, tbat, of course, will accouut
for hig poeition.

Mr. Hoar. Why does not the
Senator abolish euffrage there alto-
gether, nllow me to ask him?

Mr. Edmunds, [ will stats that.

Mr. Hoar, We have the same
right to do it.

Mr, Edmunde, We have the same
right to abolish suifrage altogether.
Tben what are you going to do?
You must govern that Territory
then Just as yea govern the Diatrict
of Columbta, by a stesdy and con-
stant actof Congress like a leglsla-
tore, which js impracticable. Bome
people, a considerable number of
the Gentlles in that Teriftory, were
angry laet year when we passed the

former bill, to which thls is merely
& supplement drawn out by circam-
atsnces and in ald of 1t, and ex.
tremely desfrous that we should
abolish suffrage sltogether nnd pat
the government of that Territory
into a com mission and give the com-
misaion, as practicelly we must, if
wo do it at »ll, legislative powers,
Ido not belisye the Cougress of
the United States onght to give any
oommission anywhere legisiative
power. You can give them execn-
tive powere; but you must yourself
exert the leglslative power and we
know with the way Congrees Is
blocked up with busloess that we
oannot provlde local leglstation from
day to dsy and from time t0 time
for that Territory. It cannot be
done; and the commlttee thought,
coneldering that part of the quea-
tion, that it was Smproper as the
thing now stands to underiake to
govern that Territory by a commis.
sion that should be invested with
the necessary legislative powers for
the proper government of it. So we
cannot do that.
Then we go jusat as far and aa fast
as the Constitution wili allow us In
every way to accomplish the end
that I suppose we all have in view,
and s0 far as the thing stands in
point of law there can be no ques-
tion of our right to regulate sufirage
In that Territory, I suppose. When
¥you com> to the question of motlve
then my honorable friend is entitled
to mhke the argument he kas made,
that this motive may apply just ea
well to men us to women. Boit
migh'; but we apply it both to the
Geutile women who are willing and
glad to sufter this deprivation in or-
der t3 accomplish this great good,

If we apply It to the Mormon men
we mu-t apply it to the Gentile
men alike,
nobody to elect a Territorial Legis-
lature and make a government.

Mr. Hosr. I want to ask the Seu-
ator & question, but I want to fonnd
ity if he will ailow me, on the read.
ing of a passuge from the last act.
The Benator, as [ understood him in
what he flrat said, etated that these
women acted under duaress of their
busbands, For that reason he
wished to exclude them. The pres-
ent law ia this ecction 8 of the act of
March 22, 1882,

That no poiygamist, bigamist,or agy person
cobabiting with 1acre than oze woman, and
00 woman cohahiting with any Of the per-
aons described as aforesuid in this seotlon, In
any Terrltory or other place over which the

shiali be entitied to vole &t any election

1n any stch Tercltors or other place,or be ellge
lhle ror elcetion or Appolntment to or be ens
ttled 0 hold any office or place of puhtc
trust, honoz, Or emiolument o, . under, or for
apy Buth Terrltwory or pluce, or under the
United States.

B0 you bave nlready excluded
every bigamist, or polygamist man
or woman, every woman cohabiflng
with any polygamist or bigamist;
and this I3 a proposition msrely to
extend to all women this disqualifi-
cation without extending 1t to all
men. The Mormon man in carry-
ing his principles into practics is not
excladed. Now, I wish to ssk the
Benator from Vermont why it jsthat
finding certain men not guilty of
crime but only entertaining bad
opinions, and ecertaln women not
guiliy of crime but some of them as
he suppo:es entertaining bed opin-
lons, he makes a law applicable to
the Territory of Utah by shich he
txcludes all womeun from the fran-
chise they now pos:ess and refuses
to exclude not only all men but even
the men entertaining those opln-
fons?

Mr. Edmunds. I have auswered
that already. I have said that your
law must be cqual and is equal as
applied to classes, Nobody douhts,
my friend from Massachueetts does
not doubt that wherover we hzave
legialative jurisdiction, llke a Btate
has or like Congress has over the
District of Columbisa, or a Territary,
we may classify the people who are
entitled to the exercice of political
rights by age, by sex, by property,
or the wani of property, or any
other such thing that 1s general in
its application. Now inm order to ac-
complish the object we have in
view, one grest and necessary step
in ic 1a to diminish the political
power of the polygamous Mormon
Church, because that ia what Jt Is,
and that is what it s alone, as it is
now constituted, although it is an
ingratted contrivance on theoriginal
Mormon faith.

Now how are you golng to de ii?
I have anewered that already. You
can do it by excluding all men In
the Territory if you pleaseand leave
it all to womer; but inssmaoch as
three-fourths of the women there
ate under the domination ¢f the
mien who which to keep up thls po-
lygamous ghurck, they vote just as

sud to the Mormon women alite. |ernment prevalls,

Uuited Biates Lhave exciusive jumdmig?ﬁ i

they are compelled to whether they
are plural wives or not, becauze the
power of the church extends entire-
Iy beyond the mere polygsmons re-
lation. It extends to almost all the
famale people of that Charch az well
as the wmsle people, and they vole
almost solid in one way In order to
maintain this central power of the
kind that k need not take time to
describe. That i8 the reason, and
therefore having the power to make
this classification under%he law and
not having the power to abolish it
entlrely with any eafety for the gov-
ernment of the Territory, for we
cannot put it in a commission with
legislative powers, we muszt do this
or do nothing; and it really comes
back to the guestion whether youm
perfer polygamy to suspending for
the time being female suffrage In
that Territory and relieving these
Po0r women who are 1ar more vastly
sinned against than sinming, froin
the domination that forces them to
uphold by their votes this institu-
tion that we are irying to get rid of.
Mr. Blair.—~Mr, President, I be-
lieve in what is ocalled manhood suf-
frage; that is, the right of partaking
in the sovereignty on the partof
every human being of mature pow-
ers, whether male or female, I ad-
mit that the power to regulate the
exercie of suffrage is in the politi-
tical organisation =as it exists, and
that the extension of the snftrage ia
at Ws will, not asa matter of right
but as a1 matter of power, because
there is no other way to obtain the
extension unless 1t be exercised by
force and violence, which is revolu-
tlon. \herever, tn any republican
community or in any community
where the repubiican form of gov-
thisright has been
whom it belongs
I never will consent by

extended to all to
by nature,

and then we ehall have |any act of mine to see any class des-

polled of the exercize of that right;
and if in the Territory of Utah wo-
man has acquired it, I will so far as
my action Is concerned inellne al-
waya to vote in euch way as to vn-
able her to cont'nue rather than to
restrict her In its exercise. Buat
withont entering upon the general
question of the right of female suf-
irage, I wish to conflne what Jittle
I have to eay now to the specfle pro-
visions of the hill.

The exact state of the law secms
to b this. By the statute of the
last eessicn we deprived every poly-
gemist and bigamist of the right to
vote and hold office. I suppore we
would consider that they have the
right to continue the exercise ot
saffraga and the right of office-
hoiding untll tried &nd convicted of
the crime mentloned acecording (o
law, and it ia becanse we cannot in-
fliot thia pain and penalty—for cer-
tainly the deprivation of the right
of partaking in the safirage is pun-
ish ment—Lecause we cannot deprlve
them till after convictlon by due
course of law, that the Mormen
men Etill retain the right of suf-
frage, ‘Iherefore they can voto still.
Both can voie nntH they are con-
victed of the crime specified in the
sct of Jast sezslom, Now, this bill
comes to us and reads as follows:
That it shall not be lawful for agy fomale
0 vole at any clection hercafler held in the
Tertitory of Utah for any publle purpcse
whatever, and no sugh voteshall be received
or counted or given effeot In any manner
whatever; and any and cvery act of the Gov-
ercOr and Legislativo Assembly of the Ter-
titory of Utah providing for or aHowiog the

regiatration of voting by females is _berehy
anuulied.

It does- not touebh the matter of
office-holding, it uoes not attack the
right of suflrage in the hands of any
but women, and it makes no dis-
tinction among women. Thetsena-
{or from Vermont brings in this bill
with this eection becanse certain of
the women in the Territory of Utah
belfeve in polygamy and vote in ao-
cordance with their belief, or if he
does not place it upon that ground
be eays it 18 becauge these women
are practically enslaved and vote in
accordance with the will of their
hushands or their masters, 5
That Is 2 question of fact, and his

proof of that question of fact is, I

I think, liable to be controverted.

To be sare he #gays that certain com-~
mieslopers who went out {here and

apent 3 few months came back and

gay s0. I donot know in what au-

thoritative way they have aven said

so; but I do know that all the ne-
counts [ have ever heard from the

Territery of Utah are overwhelm-
ingly to the point that the women

are as much attached 1o the fnstity.
tion as are the men In that Terrl.
tory, and I think that ia the fact,

I happened to be the Jast Gentile
who conversed with Brigham Young
before hls death. I waa in the Ter.
ritory at that time. [t wezs on a
Monday evening, nud he died the
next Thureday. In conversatioy




