
a peiraja MEMB MM a MI MM rr KT EM vaW S heatlEarolacli 8

by telegraph
concCONG R ESSIessl 0halMAL

SENATE

2 meaMcAmcmillanlillanlilian pre-
sented a resolution of thetho minnes-
ota legislature asking the passagesages age
of an act for the relief of settlers on
certain public landsland in that state
referredleferred

davis presented a petition from
citizens of west virginvirginia in favor
of aid to the texas pacific ball-
way providing that the iron used
in the construction of such road be
of american manufacture referred

the joint resolution in regard to
the centennial celebration which
passed the house ofrepresentatives
3 yesterdayesterday was agreed to

the senate bill to extend the
time for filing altrisclaimscl for additional
bounty under the act of may 28
1866 was passed

tohTOZr 3 the gailgallgallerieserleseries
of the senate chamber were filled
this morning before the hour of
meetingneeting in anticipation of proceed-
ings in the case of the late secreta-
ry belknap A majority of0 f the
audience was composed of ladiesladles
at one a committee of

thetho house orber com-
posed of clymer robbins black-
burn bass and danforth appeared
at the bar odtheor the were
announced by sergeant at arms
french upon being1 redonredo11 teed by
the president pro termtern of the senate
clymer saidsald

mr president in obedobediencelence fo0o
tinthe e der ortho house of represent
tate we appear before you anandaVin tthe1 ie dantename of tha house 0of rep-
resentativespresenta tives and aall the people
of thesthe united states of AmericAmoricawe
do impeach william W belknap
late secretary of barofwarwan of the united
states of high crimeserlines anaand misde-
meanors while in office and we
further inform the senate that the
house of representatives will in
due time exhibit articles of im-
peachmentpeach ment against him and make
good the ssameime aandnd in thetheirr name
we demand that tlethe senate tagtake
order for the appearance of bmw
belknap to answer 1

ferry prepresidentident pro acmiamo0o thetho
senate said 1 mrair chairman andaul
gentlemen of thel committee thetho
senate will take order in the prem-
ises and the committee retired
when the committee of the house

apparpappearedeared in the senate there was a
great sensation in the gallgallerieserieserles
which by this time were packed
and upon the floor were many per-
sons halting the privilege thereof
the presiding officer was compelled
to detriandaud order inn the chamberchamber
before recognizing the committee

mr clymer amiand the other mem-
bers of the committee upon enter-
ing the senate and being recogniz-
ed came in front of the desdeskkjwhereveere
holie spoke as above in and
clear though very solemn tone

after the committee retired ed-
munds ofor had been speak-
ing in opposition tit the ndmissionadmission

11

of pinchback reauresumednied his argu-
mentmentmeni

1HOUSE0
washingtoniNGTON 2 morrison chair-

man of the committee on waymand
means presented the views of the
minority on the bill to carry litoloto
effect the hawaiian treaty orderbilbli
printed

Mrrandallidall chairman nfof the com-
mittee on appropriations reportedreported
a bill appropriating one hundred
ands iaty three thousand dollars to
provide for the engraving prprinting
and otherothen expenses of makinmaking9
and louing U tf8 notes and direedirectt
ing the secretary of the tretreasury to
issue silver coins of the denomina-
tions

t

of ten twenty twenty five
and birty cents infil kedemredemptionpt ioninn otan
eqequalual amountof fractional currency
andd to provide forboruchuchaeh jedredredemptionemption
until the whole amouabou u t or the frac-
tional currency is redeemed

goodin from the committee on
public lands reported a bill declar-
ing forfeited to the U S and sub-
ject only to homestead entry all
lands granted by the act of the GAgh
of march 18031863 to aidald in the con-
structionst of a railroad from leaven-
worth rqnKankannastosasto the neosho river
such grant having been forfeited
by the limitation of law aftermanafter an
explanation by goodin and some

the bin was passed
mcdill from ahthe samesaresamegame commit-

tee
commi-

tte reported a bill to extend the
time for the prepreemptionemption of public
lands the bill extends the time
two years passed tz

the house wentweft into a commit-
tee of theche whole saylor of
the chair on the bill to carry into

effecteffect tthehe treaty vwithlith the hawaiian
islands k

wood discdiscussed at length the
effect and advantage othoothe treaty

at thothe close of woods speech
and without actionnetlon on the bill the
committee rosorose and clymerosmer prepro

a resolution of impeach-
ment against late
secretary dfwarof war for high crimes
and misdemeanors in office in the
midst of great excitement and with
unusual illnessstillnesspt in the house
clymer rose and said oclIII1I ask the
permission of the house to make a
report from the committee on ex-
penditurestures in the war department
offit so grave importance that I1 am
certain when it is heard the house
will agree that I1 am justified in
asking that permission at this
time

the permission waswag given and
clymer taking fiashs position at the
clerksclorks desk read the following re
port

the committee found at the
very threshold of its investinvestigationgatlongation
such unquestioned evidence off mal-
feasance by general W W bel-
knap cheif secretary of warvar that
they tnounfouncounditdit to be their duty to
I1lay uieule fabiesamepame before the rousehouse
they further report that this day a
letter of the president of the VU S
was presented to the committee ac-
cepting the resignation of the sec-
retary of war adbtogetherether with a copy
of his letter of nallonnanon which
the president informed thefhe com-
mitteearaattee was accepted about 1020
alnis itruing they therefore unan-
imousI1 mous reportleport and demand that
the sasaidsaiaa I1d wm W belknap latelata
Secretsecretarynry ofbir war be dealt with ac-
cording to the law of the land and
to that end they submit herewith
the testimony in14 the case tatakenken to-
gether with severalbeveral katestatementsments
thereto attached and alsoaiso a report
of the proceedings of thette commit-
tee had during the investigation of
this subjectet and submit the follow-
ing resolutions

thatthab W W
late secretary pafpff war

I1
be impeach

ed of high crimes and misdemea-
nor

alsotfasotflsot ahathat the testimony in
tapthe qeasecasea af bellnapBelH nap be referred foto
the judiciary committee with 1in-
structions

n
to prepare and report

Wwithout unnecessary delayde suit-
able artarleles for thetho impimpeachmentc nentpent
of said belknap

1 l lleilgJieresolvedholved that a committee of
uvofive members of the rousehouse be ap-
pointed and instructed foto proceed
immediately to the bar of the sen-
ate and there impeach W
knap late secretary afpfof war of
high crimes andalid misdemeanors
when in office and to inform that
body that formal articles afimof im-
peachmentpeachment will in due time be
presented and to request the sen-
ate to make suchsueh an ordordere r in the
premisesses as they deem upappropri-
ate4te

clymerclymen then proceededproceedetleti to read
the testimony of caleb P marsh
taken yesterday before the commit-
tee showing that healadhad paidvald ISsec-
retary

ec
belknap about in

gonponconsideration of his appodappointmentfitment as
post trader at bortport sill indian
territory

the reading was listened to with
intense interest by the members bofof
the house and by the large audi-
enceanco in the galleries at the close
of the zeareadingding and after many
memmommembersin borsbers who had taken up posi-
tions near the elerkclerkss desk the bet-
ter to hearbear the testimony and the
accompanying statements hadhid re-
turnedTurnedto their proper seatsi cly-
mer

01 y
mertmery who had alsoalsa gone to his seat
again arose and said with great
emotion

mr 1 I1 would not if I1
could and I1 could riotnot in my pres-
ent condition if I1 would say any-
thing tota the factsfaeta just reported to

I1the house auither occasion marmay
be aubrei d luoIMO tota do so they areard
sotso plain that everywhere through-
out this broddbroad Ianlanlandaiandadandhd throughout
christendom wherever the english
language is read or spokenentheyrhey
will for long yearsyeats constitute a
record of offofficiallelal corruption and
crimes augh aitaft liere igis no parallel
for inlii our own history or in that oi01
anyiny country that I1 know of in
this hour ifit one sentimsentimentI1ant of pity
oneonia word of sympathy could find
utterance from me it would be be-
causecause I1 feel that the late secretary
of war islgig but the outgrowth
and the true utitt of the cor-
ruption extra ro and mis-
government that haveholc cursed this
land for yearsyeara past that being rnmyy
own reflection 1I1 will dischargemy
duty best to myself and to this
house by demanding the previous
ququestionestion on theMe adoption bf ththe0
resolutionre

karsonkason appealed to clymer to
give auan opportunity for some sug-
gestionsgest ions to be made before asking
the previous question ouon a matteroro grave importance

clymer regretted that hohe could
not oblige his friend and for thetho
reason that his colleaguescolleaguea on the
committee desired to be heard
after the previous question was seesec-
onded

kasson ballowallow me to say therothere
will not bobe the slightest opposition
to their beinbeing all heard

clymer declineI to yield and
demalidemari Jt the previous question

acbaona 9n 4 does the gentleman
expect the house tonightto night after
nivefiveve loelocjoe 3 and without this re-
portart beldbeing printed to vote on these
rresolutions when even the impeach-
abilityabilia of the officer at present
iais a point to bobe considered by the
house

clymenclymer after the previousouseus
question has been ordered I1 will
Yyield11eldeid half the hour to the members
of the committee who are on the
other side

mr robbinsbobbins pleaded his mental
and physical exhaustion from con-
tinuous service on the committee
as a reason why liehe should not ad-
dress thetho house at any length he
spoke of the report as presenting a
case of great shame aandaudnd disgrace to
all american citizens As to the
questionquestionestien of the impeachabilityy of
an officer who had resigned he
gasnwasnWailorfiorof prepared to speak worthily
except ta6 suggest that it could not
be true that an 0officer who was
being investigated and who hadbad
been found by the evidovidevidenceenbe to be a
criminal could ileefleo from justice
he alluded to what he called the
unseemly acceptance of secretary
BelkBelknapsnapsnapa resignation and referred
to the english cases of hastings
and lord baconbacen both of whom
were imp ached after they ceased to
hold the offices in which they com-
mitted

7
crimes and misdemeanorsrs

babasss of N Y another member
of the committee questioned the
statement of the chairman cly-
mer as to this caseease having no par-
allel and said he would not eavehavee
to leave his own borders in order to
find not only a parallel for it but
lieho could find cases compared with
which this case waswasasas white as the
driven snow he admitted that a
mere statement of thisease as pre-
sented by the testimony waswag sutbutsuf-
ficientfi to justify every memmemberberInbeninin
hotl ng for thethe resolresolutionsueions ppresentedresented

lamar inquired ffromrom bass his
opinion as to the i of
a resigned officer

bass replied that the english0 au-
thoritiesties seemed to maulmahimaintaintain the
jurisdiction ofjor apimpeachmenthpmerit in
such a case but in this country it
was an unadjudicated question and
one that was not free from douhtdoubt
his own best judgment waswis in fa-
vor of the right to impeach and to
let the question ba adjudicated by
the senate

hoar mass in reference to a
casual remark of some member as
to this being a political question
entirely disclaimed and repudiated

pichgiehsuchsueh an idea on the point of the
impeachability of a person notnob in
office he referred to the casoease of
whittemore otorsS 0 in which the
house had determined that a form-
al actual renunciation of an officer
terminated the office and that any
americanamerica citizen could lay down
an office held by him without any
acceptance of his resignation judge
storey had laid down the doctrine
ththata t I1itt cocouldild not bobe done in eueng
land but there any citizen could be
impeached and therefore the Eeng13

lish cases of warren hastings odand
lord bacan did not apply in
Americaamerica no man could be impeach-
ed but a civil officer and when he
ceased to be a officer liehe ceased
to bobe within the liteliteralralrai description
natheef the constitution in this country
tho 0onlyn ay judgment that could be
rendered in an impeachment amse
was removal atom office and future
disqualification from holding office
but by the statutes a person guilty
of such could be indicted
triedtiled and sentenced by the criminal
courts of the country he protested
against hot haste I1 in this matter
without having the testimony
printed he thought sueheuch haste un-
worthy a grave question I1 and if lie
stood alone hohe would I1stilttill stand
here to say saso

blackburblackburn11 another member of
the committee ekpressedexpressed his satis-
faction that the report which had
been read by his colleague0 clymer
showedto the world ththatat nothing
had been left undone by the corncora

to shield and shelter from
dishonor every personierson except the
otieone whom it was the duty of the
committee to investigate and report
rn

Hho would inotnot consent that the
gentleman from massachusetts
should make this a political or par-
tisan question he would not con-
sent that this side of the house
should be placed in the position of
the prosecution and that the other
sidebide should take up the position of
defenders it was a question which
addressed itself alike to every mem-
ber of the house he regarded the
caeasecaseso as an unprecedented one in
more respects than one the action
of the presPiespresidentident in accepting belk
naps resignation unaundundererthoerthethetho cincu in-
stance was unprecedented and this
was the first instance in the history
of the country where any man
claiming manhood and holdingholdina adail
exalted positiontion had sought to
shelter himself from a legitimate
investigation by interposing the
ddishonor of a wise refresresignation

passing to the question of the im-
peachability

in
peachability of belknap hebe sug-
gested that that question as jujuigeige
storey had intimated might prop-
erly be left to the decision of the
senate on auchsuch a state of faitsfaitaat ts
would the house be asked tet shrink
from the performance of its duty
because there might habe luft or
shadow of doubt on that point the
hou to do eoso it would lotrot
be admissible he quoted from the
impeachment casear lord bacon
in which it was stated that the
lord chancellor had sought to savehave
himself by the ignationresignationresrea of highis
high office the attempt was vain I1
as thetho king did not and could nionipnutnott
interpose was the house to be
told that a man in power at the
other end of tho avenue was able
to rob an american congress of the
right and power which the king of
great lidildbetalun could not take from
parliament it used to be the the-
ory that the king could do no
wrong but no man had ever been
found bold enough in this country
to say that the president could do
no wrong if the man who had
uttered the memorable sentencefice
letlefanono guilty man escape heidheldbeld it

ca his power to rob the american
Ccongressangress of its rightnight to inflict pun-
ishmentish ment or to pronounce censure
anonaa public convict where is the
barrier to be found beneath whose
shelter the liberties of the people
could rest secure

hoar does the gentleman salsa
that congress ilashas the power to
punishhanyany man in this country

blackburn crlIII1I will not submit to
interruption jT am the histlast man
whwho0 would I1introduceti troduceuco one atom of
politics into this disediscdiscussion it is
not advisable here and the repub-
lican members of the committee
were as earnest and honest in the
prosecution of this inquiry and in
the presentation of this report as
the members rtrepresentingrepresenting the ma-
jority of this house wo have seen
no difference in the committee I1
aappealpeal toio the members of the mousia
that therethera shall be no daildifferencearence
manifested here if a fraud has
been perpetrated ifit criminality ex-
ists ifit corruption hasbag been proved
let the representatives odtheof the people
in this house so50 declare itt andund
send the issue to the court cherewhere it
may finally be tried and if we are
unable toitor punish where guilt is al-
most openly coilconfessedhessed let the re-
sponsibility for that failure resttest on
other shoulders than oumoura I1

clymer after submitting the un-
animous report of the committee
read the following testimony aniandand
accompanimentsaccompany ments

Tuatuesdayiday february 29
the committee met prespresentant

clymer Blackblackburnburriburzi and
robbins

caleb P marsh ono of the wit-
nesses ordered totn be subpoenaed by
the committee being presentpressentcent was
dulyduis sworn according to law and
thetho following question was asked
by the chairman

vereeyouyou or not appointed
or tendered an appointment aaas
post trader at fort sill indian

the fall of 1818700 by the
secretary of war if so undertinder
what circumstances was said ap-
pointment secured to yon stateslate
also isyouif you were commissioned by
the secretary as such postpst trader
oior if notdot who was so commissionedcommissioned
and if any other person than yyour-
self

ou r
waswag so commissioned give his

name and the reasons why he was
commissioned and if anyuy aagreegree
agreement was made between you
and the appointee state it ortroor pro-
duce it if in writing and waswag such
agreement made with the know-
ledge of the secretary dfwarof war and
state the circumstances connected
with thetho making of that agreement
and all the transactions in detail

fully andaad particularly
aa if you were specially interrogatrogA
ed in regard to the several trans-
actions and so fully aaas to save the

n of repeated interrogato-
ries

A

il tnirn reply tioto your dUe tion I1
would state that iuin 1870 myselfitle t antin d
wife spent some weeksweeksatat long
branch and enon our return toconwarmlem
york mrsairs hemual and mn
er lyby an invitation came fornor a
visit to our house mrs belknap
waswaa illIII during tho visit sonosomesone breo
or four weeks and I1 suppose inIII
consequence of out kindness to her
she felt under some obligations for
she askaskededmemo oneonedasday in thothe course
ofor conversation why I1 did not ap-
ply for a post on the
frontier I1askedtasked what they
and waswaa told that many ofar thethem
were very lucrative offices that ICif
I1 wanted one she would aask the
secretary for one upon moytoy reply 2

ing I1 thought suchbuch ollicesoffices belonged
to diklabawdisabled soldiers and beside sK
that I1 was without political inalinifi
ence she answered that politicoeW
ans got such places etc I1 do not
remember saying that if I1 hadbad a
valuable post of that kind I1 would
remember her but I1 remember
herhez gaylog somesomething like this if
I1 can prevail upon the secretary 0offa
war to award you a post you must
be careful to say nothing to himhlin
about presents for a mafiman oneeonce
offered him for a ttradersra le shhpfp
of this kindkinda and he told Mhirnhiran tthalthat
if helie did not leave the ofoiceolcence- heshoshe
would kick him down stairs beite
membering da I1 do this story 1 I
presume the antecedent statement
to be correct mrs und 1

mrs bower returnedreturned to washing
ton and in a fefeww weekswrecks thereafter
mrsalm belknap sent me to cimeleimel
over ididedidI1 did sso0 Ssheha then toldtold lnidoloa03

that a post at Fforq sill
was vacant that it was a valuable
post as she understood andabd she
hadbad either asked for it for ineme orbr
had prevailed upon the secretary
of war to agree to give it to memeatment at
all events I1 called upon I1htasetise icte 1

tary ofot war atadandand made aann eppli
cation for this position on Aaregrelre6 l
ular printed formforin the secretary
paid that he would appoint ineinome if
I1 could bring proper letters and re6
commendations and thisthiI1 s I1 slsaidsald I1
could do eitherelther mrs belknap or
the secretary told meme that the te0
sent trader at the post jnjno faP it
evansevabs was an applicantappliedut foiforrereapre ap

and that I1 had better 1

see him ho being in the city as it
would notnut be fair to turn him out
of without some notice as liehe
would ioeloseloe largely on his buildingssJ1

merchandise ac if the office viswas
tabehtaken from bimhim and atwouldItit would be
proper and just for me to make
some arrangement with him for
their purchase if I1 wished to6 run
the post myself I1 saw evans and
found him alarmed at the prospectpro
of losing the place I1 remremember 1 1

heha aidsaidald thatathat a firm ofor wwestern post
traders who claimed lo10 havebave a gogucoogood
deal of influence with the secre-
tary of war had promised to havehaieha ve
him appointed but liehe had found
on coming this firm s
to be without influence rvanJ evansevan
first proposed a partnership which
I1 declined and then a bonustonus ofdf
certaincerwin parts of the profits if PF
would allow him to retain the po

andtind continue the business
we upon per
year evans and myself went on toatb
N Y together where the contract
was madlandmade annand executed Durinlurinduringgourgounouroun
ttripr ip over evans in
titho1 army and navy journal which
led him to thinht that suemesume

i of the
troops were to be removeded from thetho
fort and liehe had offered too largelargo
a summim and before the contrast waswms
drawn it was reduced by agree-
ment to the same being
payable quarterly in advance
when the first remittance came
tometo me say probablyprobibly inih novembersNovem bervberi

I1 sent one half thereof to mrsurs
belknap either I1 presume by cr-t

of depdepositat oior bankbink notes 1byY
express being in washington at
a funeral weeks laimerafter this
1 had a convelconversation withWWI mrsairs
bowers to the following purport
I1 went up stairs in the nursery
with mrs Bo see the babybabs
I1 said to her this child will havohave
money coming to it before a great
orile I1 she saidsald yestherYesyeb the motmotherher

ravepave the child to mennelmennme andrl told eileeeleme
that the money coming fromfroni you
she must take and keelkeep for it 1
said all rightnight and it seemsteems to me
I1 said that perhaps aheabe father
ought to be bonsuconsultedcited t sky it 0
deenis so and yet I1 caeancann ivelvegiveglue no
reason for it tor as far as I1 knew
the fatherfattier knew nothing of sidyany
moneymondy transactions between the I1
motmotherherandberandand myself I1 haveahave a faint
recollection of a remark of mrs
bowers that if I1 sent the money to
the father it belongebelonged totu her and
she would get it wu vay I1

had som understanding


