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By Telegraph.

CONGCRESSIONAL .

SENATE,

WAsHINGTON, 2.—~Mc¢Millan pre-
sented a resolution of the Minnes-
ota legislature, asking the passage
of an act for the relief of settlers on
certain public lands in that State;
referred.

Davis presented a petilion from
citizens of West Virginia, in favor
of aid to the Texas Pacific Rail-
way, providing that the iron used
in the construction of such road be
of American maovufacture; referred.

The joint resolution in regard to
the centennial celebration, which
passed the House of Representatives
yesterday, was agreed to.

The BSenate bill to extend the
time for filing claims for additional
bounty under the act of May 28,
1866, was passed.

WASHINGTON, 8.—The galleries
of the Senate chamber were filled
this morniong before the hour of
meeting in anticipation of proceed-
ings in the case of the late Secreta-
ry Belknap. A majority of the
autlience was composed of ladies,

At one o’clock a committee of
ithe House of Refresentatives, com-
posed of Clymer, Robbins, Black-
burn, Bass and Danforth, appeared
at the bar of the Senate, aud were
anuounced by sergeant-at-arms
Freneh; upon being recognized by
the president pro fem of the Senate,
Clymersaid—

““3r. President, in obedience fo
the crder of the House of Represen-
tativ o, we appear before you, and:
in the name of thé House of Re-
presentatives and of all the people
of the United States of America,we
do impeach William W. Belknap
Jate Secretary of War of the Unit
States, of high crimes and misde-
meanors while in office; and we
further inform the Senate that the
House of Representatives will, in
due time, exhibit articles ef im-
peachmeitt against him, and make
good the same; and in their name
we demand that the Benate taEﬁ?J
order for the appearance of Wm.W.
Belknap to answer.” .

Ferry, pre<sident pro {em, of the
Senate, said—*"Mr, Chairman and
gentlemen of the committee, the
Senate will take order in the prem-
ises ™ and the committee retired,

When the committee of the House
appeared in the Senate there was a
great sensation in the gallerfes,
which by this time were packed,
aud upon the floor were many per-
sons having the privilege thereef.
The presidiog officer was compelled
to demand order in the chamber
before recognizing the committee,

Mr. Clymer and the other mem-
bers of the committee, upon enter-
ing the Senate and being recogniz-
ed, came in front of the desk,where'
he gpoke as above in a«distinet and
clear though very solemn tone. --

After the committee retired Ed-
munds, of Vt,,who had been speak-
ing in opposition to the admission
of Pinchback, resumed his argu-
ment.

HOUSE.

WASHINGTON, 2.—~Morrison,chair-
man of the committee on waysand
means, presented the views of the

the case of Belk

‘when in office, and to inform that

effect the treaty with the Hawaiian
Islands, -

Wood discussed, at lengtibh, the
eflect and advantage ofthe Lreaty.

At the close of Wood’s speech,
and without action on the bill, the
committee rose and Clymer pre-
sented a resolution of impeach-
ment against Wm. W.Belknap, iate
Secretary of \War, for high crimes
and raisdéemeanors in office. In the
midst of great excitement and with
unusual stiliness in the House,
Clymer rose and said—*I ask the
permission of the House to make a
report from the committee on ex-
penditures in the War Department
of so grave importance, that I am
certain when it is heard the House
will agree that I am justified in
asking that permissicn at this
time.”

The permission was given, and
Clymer, taking his position at the
clli'li‘;k'ﬂ desk, read the following re-
pori— |

““The comwmittee found at the
very threshold of its investigation,
such unquestioned evidence of mal-|
feasance by General W, W. Bel-
knap, theu Secretary of War, that
they found it fo be their duty to
lay the same before the House.
They further report that this day a
letter of the President 'of the U. S,
was presented te the committee ac-
cepting the resignation of the Sec-
retary of War, togéther with a copy
of his letter of resignation, which
the President informed the com-
mittee was accepted, abeut 10:20
this morning, they therefore unan-
imou report and demand that
the sald Wm. W. Belkpap, late
Secretary of War, be dealt wfth ac-
cording to Lhe law cf the land, and
to that end they submit herewith
the testimony in the case taken, to-
gether with several statements
thereto attached, and also a report
of the proceedings of the commit-
tee had during the investigation of
this subject, and submit the follow-
ing resolutions—

‘¢ Resolved, that W. W..Belknap,
late Secretary of War, be impeach-
ed of high crimes and misdemea-
Dore.. . ;. P 1% s

© S cRasolved, that the testimony in
U be referred to
the judiciary committee, with in-
structions- to prepare and report,
without  unnecessary: delay, suit-
able articles for the imImacilme.ut

Kasson appealed to Clymer to
give an opportunity for some sug-
gestions to be made before asking
the previous question on a matter
of £0 grave importance.

Cly mer regretted that he could
not oblige his friend, and for the
reason that his colleagues on the
committee degired to be heard
after the previous question was sec-
onded.

Kasson—**Allow me to say there
will not be the slightest opposition
to their being all heard.”

Clymer—*‘Ide¢line to yield, and
demau | the previous guestion.”

Kasson — ““Does the gentleman
expect the House, to-night, after
five o’vlock, and without this re-
port being printed, to vote on these
resolutions,when even theimpeach-
ability of the officer at present
is & point 10 be considered by the
House?"?

Clymer— ‘* After the previeus
question has been ordered, I will
yield balf the hour to the members

of the committee who are on the |erly be left to the decision of the

other side.”

Mr. Robbins pleaded his mental
and physical exhaustion,from con-
tinuous service on the committee,
as a reason why he should not ad-
dress the house at any length; he
spoke of the report as presenting a
case of great shame and disgrace to
all American citizens. As to the
questien of the impeachability of

|from the performance of its duty,

an officer who had resigned, he|himself by the resignation of his

He would fnot consent that the
gentleman from  Massdchusetts
should make this a political or par-
tisan question; he would not con-
sent that this side of the House
should be placed in the position of
the prosecution, and that the other
side should take up the position of
defenders. It was a question which
addressed itself alike to every mem-
ber of the House. He regarded the
case as an unprecedented one in
more respects than one. The action
of the President in accepting Belk-
nap’s resiguation under the cirenm-
starnce was unprecedented, and this
was the first instance in the history
of the country where any man
claiming manhood and holding an
exalted position had sought to
shelter himself from a legitimate
investigation by interposing the
dishonor of a wise resignation.

Passing to the question of the im-
peachability of Belknap, he sug-
gested that that question, as Ju lge
Storey had intimated, might prop-

Senate, On auch a state of fats
would the House be asked t- shrink

becausa there might be it or
shadow of doubt on that point? The
House ceuldn’'t do =o0; it would .ot
be admis<ible. He quoted from the
impeachment case of Lord Bacon,
in which it was stated that the
Lord Chancellor had sought to save

n cessity of repeated interrogato~
ries.’ |
. ‘In reply to yonr
wife spent some weeks at Long
Branch, and en our return to New
York, Mrs. Belkuap and Mrs, Bow.-
er, by an invitation, came for a
visit to our house. Mre, Belknap

or four weeks, aud I suppose, in
consequence of our kKindnéss to her,
she felt under some obligations, for
she asked me oneday, in the course
of conversation, why I did not ap-
ply for a post tradership on the
frontier, T asked what they wereo,
and was told that many of them
were very lucrative offices; that if
I wanted one she would ask the

ing I thought such offices belonged
to disabled soldiers, and, besides
that, I was without political influ-
ence. She answered that politici-
ans got such places, ete. 1 do not
remember saying that if I hada
valuable post of that kind T would
remember her, but [ remember
her sayimg something like this—<If

War to award you a post, you must
be careful to say mnothing to him
about
offered him $10,000 fer a tradersh’p
of this kind, and he told hima that

would kick him down stairs.” Re-

was not ‘prepared o speak worthily,

high office; the ‘attempt was vain,

except to suggest that it could not | as the king did not and could not |
be true that an officer who was |interpose. Was the House to be

being investigated, and who had |told thata man in power at the
been found by the evidence to be a|other end of the Avenue was able
criminal, could flee from justice. | to rob an American Con
He alluded to what he called the |right and power which the king of
unseemiy acceptance of Secretary | Great Britain could not take from
Belknap’s resignation, and referred | Parliament? It uzed to be the the-
to the English cases of Hastings|ory
and Lord Bacen, both of whoi | wrong, but no man had ever been

of the

that the king could do no

were impeached after they ceased to | found bold enough in this country

hold the offices in which they com- | to say that the

mitted crimes and misdemeanors.

of the committee, questioned the

he could find cases compared with
which this case was as white as the
driven snow. He admitted that a |
mere statement of thislcase, as pre-

of said Belknap. ;

‘“*Lesolved thata committee of
five members of the House be ap-
pointed and imstructed to proceed
immediately to the bar of the Sen-
ate, and there impeach W. W.Bel-
knap, late Secretary of War, of
high - crimes and misdemeanors

body that formal articles of im- |
peachment will in due time be
presented, and to request the Sen-
ate te make such an order in the
premises as they deem appropri-
ﬂ.tﬁ.’”

Clymer then proceeded to read |
the testimony of Caleb P. Marsh,
taken yesterday beforg the commit-
tee, showing that he 'had paid Sec-
retary Belknap about $20,000 in

| such an idea. On the

Bass, of N. Y., another member | uttered the memorable sentence—

statement of the Chairman, Cly- | ‘n his power to rob the American
mer, as to this case having no par- | Congress of its right.to inflict pun-

allel, and said he would not have|ishment, or to proneunce censure,
to leave his own borders in erder tojon a public convict, where is the

find, not only a pacallel for it, but{barrier to be found beneath whose

sented by the testimony, was suf-|

ficient to justify every member in

voting for the resolutions presented. |interruption; I am the last man |'would lose largely on his buildings, -
- Lamar inquired from Bass his| who would introduce one atom of |'meréhandise, &e., if the office was

opinion as to the impeachability of
a resigned officer.

resident ceuld do
no wrong. If the man who had

‘Liet no guilty man escape,” held it

to be correct. Mrs. Belknap and

over. I did so. She then told me
that a post tradership at Fort Sill
was vacant; that it was a valuable
goat. as she understoed, and she

ad either asked for it for me or
had prevailed upon the Secretary

of War to agree to give it to me; at |

all events, I called upon the Secre-

ular printed form. _
«aid that he weuld appoint me if
I eould bring proper letters and re-

| commendations, and this I said T

could do. Either Mrs. Bélknap or

shelter the liberties of the people
could rest secure? o
Hoar—*Does the gentleman say
that Congress "has the power to
punish any man in this éountry?”
Blackburn—*‘I will not submit to

politics into this discussion. It is
not advisable here and the repub-

sent trader at the post, Jno. 8.
Evans, was an applicant for re-ap-

see him, he being in the city, as it
would not be fair to turn him out
ofuffice without some notice, as he

‘taken from him, and it ‘would be
proper and just for me to make

Bass replied that the English au- | lican members of the committee |some arrangement with him for

thorities seemed to maintain the | were as earnest and honest in the

jurisdiction of Iimpeachment in

prosecutien of this inquiry, and in

their purchase if I wished to run
the post myself. I saw Evans, and

such a case, but in this country it|the presentation of this report, as|found him alarmed at the prospect

was an unadjudicated question, and
one that was net free from doubt.
His own best judgment was in fa-

vor of the right to impeach, and to

the members representing the ma-

| jority ef this House. We have seen

no difference in the committee. I
appeal to the members of the House

let the question be adjudicated by | that there shall be no difference’

the Senate,

Hoar, Mass., in reference to a
casual remark of some member as
to this being a political question,
entirely disclaimed and repudiated
point of the

consideration of his appsintment as
post trader at Fort BSill, Indian
Territory..

The reading was listened to with
intense interest by the members of
the House, and by the large audi-

minority on the bill to earry iato
effect the Hawaliian treaty; ordered
printed. ~ '
Randall, chairman of the ecom-
mittee on appropriations, reported |
a bill appropriating one hundred
and sixty-three thousand dollars to
provide for the engraving, printing
and other expenses of making)
and issuing U. 8. notes, and direct

ing the Secretary of the Treasury to}|

issue silver coins of the denomina-
tions of ten, twenty, twenty-five,
and Ity cents, in redemption ofan
equil amountef fraétional currency,
aud to provide for.such redemption
until the whole amountof the frae-
tional curreney is redeemed.

Goodin, from the committee on
publie lands, reported a bill declar-
ing forfeited to the U. 8. and sub-
ject only to homestead entry all
jands granted by the act of the Gih
of March, 1863, to aid in the con-
struction of a railroad from Lieaven--
worth, Kansas,to the Neosho river,
such grant having been forfeited
by the limitation of law. After an
explanation by Goodin, and some
discussion, the bill was passed.

MeDill, from “the saihe commit-
tee, reported a bill fo extend the
time for the pre emption of public
Jands, The bill extends the time
two years; passed.

The House went into a commit-

ence in the galleries. At the close
of the reading, and  after many
members, who had taken up posi-.
tions near the slerk’s desk the bet-
ter to bear the testimony and the
accompanying statements, had re-

mer, who had also gone to his seat,
again’ arose and said, with great
emotion—"

¢Mr. Mpeaker, I would not if 1

turned to their preoper seats, Cly- |

impeachability of a person not in
office, he referred to the case of
Whittemore, of S. C, in which the
House had determined that a form-
al actual renunciation of an officer
terminated the oflfice, and that any
American citizen could lay down
an office beld by him without any
acceptance of his resignation. Judge
Storey had laid down the doctrine
that it could not be done in Eng-
land; but there any citizen could be
impeached, and therefore the Eng—
lish cases of Warren Hastings and-
Lord Baeon did not apply. Inb
America no man ¢ould be impeach-
ed but a civil officer, and when he

could, an Lcould motin my pres-
ent condition if I would, say any-
thing to the facts just reported to
the House; auvother oceasion may
be nﬂ'nrded’ me todoso. They are
8o plain that, everywhere through-
@ut this broad land,and thronghout
Christendom Wherever the Eunglish
language'is read ' or spoken, they
will; for  long years, constitute a
record of ‘official corruption and
crimmes such as'there is no parallel

e¢eased to be a civil officer he ceased
to be within the literal description
ef the Constitution. In thiscountry
tho only judgment that could be
rendered in an impeachmeut case
was removal fiom office and futare
disqualification from holding office;
but by the statules a person guilty
of such offanees could be indicted,
tried and sentenced by the criminal
courts of the country. He protested
against hot haste in this matter,

for in ‘our own history or in that o1

this hour, if one sentiment of pity,
one word of sympathy, could find
utterance from me, it would be be-
cause I feel that the Ilate Secretary
of War is but the proper outgrowth
and the true exponiut of the cor-
ruption; extravage..-¢ and mis-
government that lLuve cursed this
land for years past; that being my
own reflection I will discharge my
duty best to myself and to this
House by demanding the previous

tee of the whole, Saylor, of Ohio,in

the chair, on the bill to carry into| resolutior.”

any country that I know of. In\

without having the testimony
printed; he thought guch haste un-
worthy a grave question, and if he
stood alone he would still stand
here to say so.

Blackburn, another member of

the commitlteée, expressed his satis-
faction thaf the report which had
been read by his colleague Clymer
sbowedto the world that nothing
had been left undone by the com-
mittee to shield and shelter frem
diskonor every person except the
one whoem it was the duty of the

question on the adoptien ‘of the!

committee to investigate and report
[} c.

manifested here. If a fraud has
been
ists, if ‘corruption has been proved,
let the re ntatives of the people
in this House so declare it, and
send the issue to the court where it

rpetrated, if criminality ex- I

of losing the o |
he said that a firm of western post
traders, who claimed to have '
deal of influence with the
‘tary of War, had promised to have
him ‘appoinved, but he had found,

to be without influence, 'Evans
first proposed a partnership, wkich
| T declined, and then a bonus of
profits if I

certiin parts of the

may finally be tried; and if we are | would allow him to retain the po-
unable to punish where guilt'is al- | sition and continue the business,
most openly confessed, let the re-|'We finally agreed upon $15,000 per

sponsibility for that failure rest on
other shoulders than ours.”” -

year. Evans and mysell wenton to -

N. Y. together, where the contract

Clymer, after submitting the un- | was made and exeeated. During our
animous report of the committee, | trip over, Evans saw’something;in

read the following testimony, and
accompanyments— -
-~ “Tpesday Fébruary 29.

“T'he committee met;
Messrs. Clymer,
Robbins. 2 W

‘‘tCaleb P. Marsh, one of the wit-
nesses ordered to be subpornaed by
the committee, being present, was
duly sworn according to law, and
the following question was asked
by the chairman— -

¢ ¢*Were you, or not, appointed,
or tendered an appointment, as
post trader at Fort Sill, Indian
Territory,ia the fall of 1870, by the
Secretary of War? If so, uander
what circumstances was said ap-
pointment secured to you? Slate
also if you were commissioned by
the Secretary as such post trader,
or if not,who was so commissioned?
And if any other person than your-
self was so commissioned give his
name and the reasons why he was
commissioned; and if any agree-
agreement was made between you
and the appointee,state it, or pro-
duce it if in writing; and was such
agreement made with the know-
ledge of the Secretary of War? And
state the circumstances connected
with the making of thatagreement
and all the transactions in detail
thereunder, fully and particularly,
 as if you were specially interrogat-

present

ed in regard to the several trans-
| actions, and so fully as to save the

Blackburn and i

the Army and Navy Journal which
led him to think that some of the
| troops were to be removed from the
fort, and he had offered too large

drawn it was reduced by agree-
ment to $12,000, the same being
payable quarterly in advance.
When the

1570, I sent one half thereof to Mrs.

| tificate of depnsit or bank notes by
exp
a funeral some weeks after this,
I had a conversation with Mrs,
Bowers tothe following - purport—
I went up stairs in the nursery
| with Mrs. Bowers'to see the baby;
I said to her, ‘This child will have
money coming te it before a great
while.’
gave the child to me, and told me
that the money coniing from wyou
she must take and keep

I said, _that perhaps the father

reason for it, for, as far asl knew,
the father knew nothing of any
money transactions between the
mother and myself. I bavea faint
recollec¢tion of & remark of Mrs.
Bowers, that if I sent the money to
the father, it belonge” to her and
{sbe would get it any vay. 1 cer.
| tainly had somg understanding

question I -
would state that in 1870 niyseif and’

was ill during the visit some three

Secretary for one. Upon my reply- .

I can prevail upon the Secretary of
presents, for a man once

if he did not leave the office he

membering as I do this story, I b
presume the antecedent statement

Mrs. Bower returned to Washing-

ton, and in a few weeks thereafter
Mrs. Belknap sent me word to c¢ome * .

*_}1

tary of War, and made an appli--
cation for this position, on' a reg- -
The Secretary

lace., I remember
a .

on coming toWashington, this firm

a sam, and before the contraszt was

first remittance came
to me, say probxbly in November, =

| Belknap, either I presume by cer- ’

ress. Being in Washington at

She said, ‘Yes,the mother. .
for it.> I
said, ‘All right,’and it seems to me

ought to be consulted; I say it
seems 80, and yet I can give no

the Secretary told me that the pre-' ..

pointment, and that I had better



