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BRILLIANT VIEWS.

Loorixag towards the West in the
evening cne rees a star of unusual

splendor, brilliancy and beauty, Of
tgla E, M, Converse speaks in the
Boston Herald as follows:

‘“Venus is evening star. She makes
her last appearance inthe western even-
ing sky, but takes ohone of her most in-
teresting aspscts as she hida farswell to
the celestial dome wherc she has reigned
for many months with constantly .in-
creasing splendor. A chanpe in her
courese occurred on the 2nd, at nmoonday,
when she reached her period of greatest
brillianey as evening star, 27 days before
her inferior conjunction. She was then
89 degrees east of thesun, and one-quarter
of her disc was illuminated. She has
reached the culmination of her power to
shine,is visible at noonday as a small spot
of intense whiteness cast a shadow, and
wins a tribute of admiration from every
behoider. Her light number, or com-
parative brilliancy, 1s at its highest point,
beinpg 183.7, against 44.6 at the close of
the month. * #

“But plapetary queens, as well as
earthly potentiates, cannot remaln on the
heights forever, and observers are not
unwilling to behold a change. After
June 2 the lnstre of Venus lessened, her
stay above the horizon grows shorter,
nnd she geemingly approaches the sun.
'"Things are not always what they seem’
among onr celestlial neighbors as we look
upon them from' the earth. Venus in
reality is nearly stationary, and the great
sun himself approaches the planet as if
unable to withstand her attractive poswer.
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“The question of grestest Interest at

resent eontcerning Venus relates to the
fime of her axial rotation. Schiaparelli,
whbo sees farther into the'depths of space
than noy other living astronomer, asserts
that phe tnrns once on her axis in 225
daye, one side of the plapet, like the
moon, being always turned toward the
sun. TPerrotin, another famous astron-
omer, has a differen: view, believing that
the axial rotation of Venus is nearly the
epmo ag that of the earth. '

CIVIC CHANGES,

THE appointment of o presiding r fIi-
cer of the City Council on the retire-
ment of the Mayor from that body iz
not understood by many of ourcitizens.

Itis consequent upon a law passed by
the last seesion of the Leglslative As-
semby giving the mayors of cities of
the firet and second clags the power of
veto, and requiring the City Counoils
of such cities to sppoint ome of
the members to preside at its mectings.
The official title of this office iz ‘“Pre-
sldent of the City Council.”?

On Tuesday evenlog in complinnce
with this statute the City Couneil ap-
pointed Ceuncilor Lioofbourow, Coun:
cilora Moray, Beardeley and Horno
betng also nominnted, either of whom
are yualified for the post. Judge
Lioufbourow, we have no drubt, will
make & pood presldiog officer and
conduot the buriness of the Counell
with becoming dignity.

We wish to say n good word for
Mayor Baskinon his retirement from

the presldency of the Council. He
has occupied 1he place with
credit and with a due regard

for the righte of the memhers and
the uignity of the office. Of course
he continuea to be Mnayor of the city,
and will now have more time lo attend

¢ “‘professional

to executive business. He can veto
uny measure parsed by the City Coun-
oil, but that body can paes it over his
veto by a two-thirds vote., And an
ordinance, resplution or contraot
pacsed by the Council, if pot returned
with his signature within five days
after its pasgage, will become wvalld as

1f it had been approved and eigned by

the Mayor.

FROM “PROFESSIONAL COURTESY.”

Our atte‘ntlon has been called to

some illnatured remar!® in our evening

contemporary. e seldom see it and
must not be expected to notice always
what it may choose to say of the
DESERET NEwS. But as it takes on
an aggrieved tone, we will give it
brief attention. The NEWwS is accused
of uttering a ‘‘miserable fajsehood.”’
Saturday evening the term used was,
t‘a  bage, miserable lie, without the
shadow of a pretexteven for it.”? After
hurling these cholce aspersions, the
hope is expressed that the NEws is
‘‘an honest paper, and was led intothe
error unwittingly,’”” and it was urged
that the NEwst‘retract thestatement.”’
Now we are twitted with a lack of
courtesy’’ because we
took no notice of this coarse and petu-
lant and contradictory attack.

The occasion of it ali wasa complatnt
we entered that information cymcern-
lug 8 suit planted by Powers and
Hiles in the Third District Court, was
withheld from our reporter by the
deputy clerk, on the ground that the
attorney filing it ohjected to giving 1t
to the press, and yet it appeared in the
other evening paper, whereupon we
sal:

‘It is understood that Boss Powere
is financially interested in the paper to
which this item was zlven. Now, it
he is allowed to dictate to the deputly
clerk what items shall be given or not
given to the press, it ia probable that
the DESERET NEWS will be prevented
from obtaining considerable informa-
tlon.??

Judge Powers subsequently inform-
ed our reporter that he had no
Jesire to keep anything from the DEs-
ERET NEwS, and also that bhe did not
hold a dollar of capital stock in the
paper referred to., The ‘“base, miserable
lie,”> which with such ‘‘professional
courtesy’’ is charged up to us, then, i
the statement that it i understood that
Bows Powers was ‘“fipancially inter-
ested”” in that f‘courteous’ sheet.

Now, we had too much regard for
Judge Powers’ well known sharpness
and shrewdness to think for a moment
that he had invested money iu that
concern, but we had Information that
when it started it was through hie in-
fluence and otfices that money was
obtained to help tostart it, That was
what we meant by his being Anancially
interested in it., If that is a *‘base,
miserable lie’’ we are mot responsible
for it. It came to us from one of the
gtafl of the 7imes, and it is well “fun-
deratood?’’ amony local newspaper men.
Bo the Times can swallew its own
“mirerable falsehood?’ if it pleases, and
we merely mention the matter out of
the ‘‘professional courtery’’ of which
that paper proves itselfl to be such a
brilliant exemplar.

THE JEWS IN RUSSIA.

Tue Literary Digest of June dth
publishes a condensution of an article
from the pen of Arneld White, which
appeared in the May number of the
London Confemporary Review. The
caption of Mr. White’s paper waa
“The Truth About the Russian Jew,”?
He presents his views fn relation to
the Ruseian reasons for the anti.
Semitiec measures which have attracted
the attention of the civilized world,
The treatment of the Hebrews In Rus-
aia seems, from the standpoint of Mr,
White, to be an involuntary tribute to

.the superior Intellectuality and indi-

vidual force of the Hebrew, as com-
pared with the Muscovite. Hepression
is resorted to in sheer pelf-defense, be-
cause in jte nbeence elght years would
not pasgs before every imrortant postin
the empire would be filled by Jews.
This is the Iden of the intelligent
or governing classes of Russians on
the subject, while the stupid
and self-indulgent masses readily join
in the anti-semitic movemeunt from
race antipathy and prejudice,

The Digest presents the (ollowing
condensed statement from statistical

tables embodied in the Review article:

“The writer bere fabulates an array of
official figures which go 1o show that
there is more material progress, less ar-
rears of land tax, Adewer deatfis from
drunkenness, fower houszes of ill-fame,
fewer incendiary fires, ete., within the
Jewish pale, than in any other provinces
of equal populstion, the figures being, in
s0mo casey, enormously o favor of the
Jewish provinces. The criminal statis.
tics, too, make a similarly favorahle
showing for the Jews. Under the
head of commeoree, too, is shown that
within the pale, the Jews hold 47.1 per
cent. of the capital engaged in trade, ran
67 per cent. of the rctail stores, £ per
cent of the brandy stores, 37.7 per cent. of
the retail brandy stores, 55 per cent. ot
the brandy distillerios, and 56 per gent. of
the mereantile establishments. From
these figures the writer easily passes on
1o the conclusion that the withdrawal ot
the Jewsen masse would resultin com-
plete industrial disorganization."

The amoun: of annual reveoue pald
by the Jews to the Btate is 100,000,000 *
roubles, while the direct anud indirect
tax combined reaches yesarly 200,000,-
000 roubles, Mr, White correctly
states that, In the event of a general
excdus of the Jews, it is, according to
this showir g, difficult to umderstand
how Ruseia could longer be ranked
among the solvent states of the world.
According to the best authority the
Jews in Russla number 5,260,000. The
grand total of the population is eati-
mated at 114,873,000,

SOMETHING ABOUT POLITICAL
CONVENTIONS.

A POLITICAL philosopher who has
been diving into the musty records of
eonvention history has dircovered that
Chicago holds the palm for suceess,
That eity had in all so far in its history
nine poelitical national conventions
aud scored fve puccessen. In 1880
Lincoln was nominated there, Rrant
in 1888, Garfleld in 1880, Cleveland in
1884 and Harrison in 1838. It should
be nDoted, bowever, that two of the
conveniions mentloned in the nine




