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forebodlngs when she started on the
Journey to Newburgh and she was glad
they were to travel by private con-
veyance because she was so depressed,
but George was =0 elated she could not
bear to dampen hls spirits by men-
tionlng her own fears that would
doubtiess gseem to him idle fancies.
Mrs. Fleming dld not understand that
these presentiments often come to Im-
pressionable people years before tha
Bad events- tranapire, but such is the
case in many lives. It i& the shadow of
the cloud that la far off. So melan-
choly dld Mre. Flemling feel on her ar-

rival that she had to summon all
her latent courage “to master
the depression, The situatlon
was embarrassing too on ac-
count of the past, for she had
never explained her conduct as
to why , she left her aunht’s

house so hurriedly, and she was not
aware how much her cousin knew of
the affair, Her aunt was long since
dead, but the couslns whom she was
about to meet had been her com-
panions during that visit to New-
burgh after the deml!se of her Grandma
Hilton.

However, things were really better
than she had expected and as the
widow of Harry Fleming, of whose
brilllant career they had known, they
were more than anxious to Introduce
her to their social cirele. Besides, they
never forgot the fact that she was
the daughter of Peter Van Dyke.
Strange how the pride of race Sseems
to count with some people, even in
America, where It is considered all
are free and equal. Those old tamilies
in and about the Hudson are quite as
proud of their ancestry as the titled
people of Great Britain, Rachel Flem-
ing, though a Van Dyke, had nohe of
that fooltsh pride,she had been brought
up by her ‘grandmdther who was dls-
tinctlvely a woman of the people, and
desplsed ostentation and sham of all
kinds, am@ Rache! inherited these wir-
tues, as well as having been taught
themn. Tt seemed strange to Rachel
that her -son should have chosen a
wife fTrom among those proud relatives
of herg, that she had not been willing
even ‘to ‘tolerate, and after all, she said
to herself, ** It must be fate.” She could
not rebel for they were of her own kin-
dred, and yet George was so dlfferent
in every respec¢t, she would never have
thought he would have fallen in love
with the proudest girl he had ever
met, and dldn’t seem inclined to be re-
Jected, or to accept any sort of rebuff.
Rachel sometimes felt that Wealthy
did not really love him; that the affec-
tion was all on hla side, but he would
not be questioned concerning the prog-
ress of his sult, and his mother
could only let things take
thelr course. It was true, however,
that the moving was not very satis-
factory to all partles, and the ultimate
decision after nll was that George must
walt until he had made a home In the
Weat before the bride-elect would con-
sent to the marrlage, or her parents
€ither, The father offered George
Fleming a position with him in busi-
pess, but the young man would not
Iisten to such a propositlon; and so
the wedding was postponed after the
day had been set, Mrs, Fleming wasa
-deeply wounded at the result of thelp
vigit—ehe had been more hopeful than
even her own feelihgs warranted, but
*George was manly and nothing daunt-
€d, he was sure he would win his
sweetheart in the mnear future, and
though he was disappointed for the
‘tima belng he observed to his mother
a girl with such spirit was worth
waiting for; and although he felt
‘Wealthy's father had not much faith
in his succeeding In the West, vet he,
himself had unbounded confidence In
his ability to make a home and fortune
in a new country, that they would yet

acknowledge as
he felt convinced they looked upon his
adventure as a sort of “wild goose
chase.””

It !s well that some Young men have
courage to face difficultles and to open
up new land, else how would the waste
places be redeemed, and room made for
the children and the increase
of posterity. . This spirit seems to be
inherent in certain pegple who without
belng prompted except by an Inward
conaciousness, undertake journeys and
settlements even at a sacrifice, after-
wards finding it to have been the very
best thing they could have done; and
that their efforts to build up new

places prospered even beyond thelr
expectations. So it proved to
be with George Fleming. Love

Is a powerful Incentive and George
seemed to have been strongly Influ-
enced by what the poeta call the “dl-
vine passion.' Difficulties and disap-
pointments are essential to the bulld-
ing up of a strong character; when
everything goes smoothly one ls apt to
be inactive and not to exert every
faculty of body and soul to achleve
success  1ln any given direction, but
when hindrances and obstacles arlse
that call cut latent energles, men rise
to the occasion. George Fleming felt
if he must wait for years he would win
Wealthy Russell, and he determined to
he ahle to offer her dlstinction If not
riches, It was with this incentive that
he bade adleu to the famlily, though his
heart ached bitterly because of the
pride which she would not lay aside,
not even for the unbounded love of a
good and honest man, yet he bore up
bravely as became his nobility of soul,
and not even to his mother on the
homeward Journey would he open hia
heart lest he should betray a weak-
nees,

Returning home the sisters were
eager to know all particulars but even
thelr mother only knew the maln facts
in the case, and the subject was not
alluded to except casually as It came
up in connection with the preparatlons
for the journey. In those days n
trip of three or four hundred miles was
quite an event in a family and those
who travel now by sea and by land al-
most without thought of the under-
taking can scarcely concelve of the
anxlety and nervous agitation, women
more especially suffered In leaving
home and starting out to seek new
flelds and new openings, and perhaps
to encounter hardships of which they
had never dreamed, Rachel Fleming
pondered over the new life sghe was

to begin in an  unsettled ‘or
aparsely settled region, for George
did not know Just  where he
might declde to take up Jand. This

apirit of push that has influenced men
to go Into new and unsettled places is
what has made the country habitable
for so many peoples: more room to
dwell has been the watchword, and so
men brave and hardy have gone for-
ward without fear, and opened up the
deserts and the wilderness. A courage
most commendable and beneficlal to
the whole race of mankind. Poetry
and art, lltarature and soclal standing
are desirable and valuable to
people of intelligence, but first of all
men must have room to bulld, to sow
and reap, and make homes even If plain
and simple; after that they may beau-
tifly and develop the more artistic and
pleasurable phaszes of human llfe.
George Fleming with his mother and
sister bade adieu to the homestead and
went out to face adventure In what
wadg then the wild west; the journey
waa not disagreeable and though hea-
vy-hearted at firat the time passed
quickly; reaching the Missiesippi valley
they purchased a large tract of land
and provided the necessary equip-

ments for farming on rather a large;

scale, graduzlly, however, disposing

meritorious, though lof a few ncres at a time they found

themselves surrounded by neighbots,
who, though strangers to them, soon
became like old friends; such are ex-
periences In new localities where people-
are more or less dependent upon each
other for the little amenities and cour-
tesles of life in a neighborhood, It scon
became apparent to those In the vicln-
Ity that George Fleming was a natural
leader of men, and all the honors of this
amall settlement were thrust upon him.
He gave advice about everything that
wns undertaken, and all hls affairs
prospered wonderfully. Letters were
not so common then as now and there
wns no telegraphic commmuhication
but intultions and presentiments some-
times seemed to take the place of later
methods of transference, and Mrs,
Flemlng was one who had dreams
and knew things beforehand. One
morning, after a year or two residence
in the new state, where they had es-
tablished themselves, Mrs, Fleming
surprised George by saying, "We ore
going to have a change in our famlly
here, I know it from a dream, and I
have felt it, too, for some time past.'
Elsle, who had watched things closecly
while her mother had been busy with
household duties, {for help was scarce
and ague prevalent, many were slek),
sald: "“Yes, I beljeve some of the folks
are coming out from York state for
George hns had so many lettera lately
though he never tells us what Is In
them.

Hearing ¢ Elsie's remark QGeorge
felt called upon to speak and Bsald,
"Well, mother, we shall have visitors
very soon, In a few days at least, per-
haps by the next steamer up the river;
but there Is no need of worrying, who-
ever comes a8 our guests, will have to
accommodate themselves to our condi-
tions here, untli they can do better.
There’s no other way at present.'”
Evidently he was not sure Just what
was in store himself and therefore
could not explain, but bhefore many
days, Mr. Russell and Wealthy ar-
rived from the East. Mrs, Fleming
declared she knew without belng told
of thelr coming, and Elsle, who had
been s0 long without a companion
sujted to her taste, was overjoyed to
gee cousin Wealthy as they called her.

Mr. Russell told Mrs, Flemlng that
after his wife's death {of which they
had been apprised) that Wealthy could
not content herself, and he had sold out
to his boys and come to see the country,
and of course must bring his daughter
along, and ndded, “Cousin Rachel, she's
never been llke herself since we put
off that marriage, though it was her
own dolngs, and she would never say
she was sorry, I hope now she'll
brighten up and that we shall have a
wedding soon,'”

Mrs, Flemlng replied: I sincerely
hope s0, too. I realize how much George
needs o wife, I cannot leave him, as he
ig situated, and I feel T would like to
g0 back to the home and end my days
there; Eisie is to be married soon to
a young lawyer, who has bright pros-
pects and to see them hoth comfortably
aettled 18 what T most deslre now.”

Wealthy Russell was, Inde¢ed, much
changed; In her mourning dress she
seemd older by several years, and
though her manner was much the same,
dignified and distant, yet it was easy
to perceive she was In earmest about
keeplng her engagement,

Not very long after the arrival of
Mr. Russell and his daughter from the
East, the marriage of George Fleming
and Weaithy Russell was consum-
mated. George was not a member of
any church but he had been ralsed an
Episcopal, and Wenlthy wasa particular
about having that service, as she was
a devoted church woman, If was &
very simple wedding {in the log house
for there was no church there) com-
pared to what had been expected wheR
the bridegroom and his mother went



