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AVELING THROUGH SOUTHERN
& UTAH INTO ARIZONA,

—
[FIFTH LETTER.]

‘I dn uot thiok there is another place
In America where thers 18 8o marked
an ilJustration of the wonderful trans.
rormation of & country when Lrought
under the effects of irrigation. as fs
witnegged in tnis part of Arizina. I
bave seen in Utah, the sage jurush
growing in e primeval majesty upon
fts native soil hesive waving ficlde of
grafe, anuy I thought the wisest con-
trast between a desert waste and a
fruitiul Beld was tbere fully exempli-
Beu; but when one stands upon the
banks ot these Arizona capals and
Rees on oneslde Bothing growiong amid
the burning sandys but the thoroy
members [ the caclus famiy avu on
the other side the fig, the pumegranate,
the grange spu tse Rrapevine laden
with thelr lusclous fruil it v ms to me
the contrast has Teuched its widest
limir,

8alt River vulley 8 the richest pari
of Arigona. It is from fifeen to thirty
mijes wide and ab.ut Bixty miles long,
any in wulerey by the Salt river, Riv
Verde, nud in the vaiiey by the Gila.
Pheanix, Tempe and Mewn are 18
lurgest towps, PhoemX is n Leautiful
eity. lis wtreets sre wider than is
usual in gther tuwpe in tiie country,
und they are lined on euch slue with
rows of umbrells trees, while 1ts
housee gre jo-t amiy s perlect pen 0!
fruit anyg ghrde trees. It has many
fine bulldings, both public and private,
it elaime a populativn df 12,000. For
miles out ju every dlrection stretc
tiie farming districts, Alinost every
farm is surrounded by & row of colton-
Wood trees that give the whole coun-
try trom & little distance the appear-
ance of & torest. Broad pastures of
alialfa #re sBeen on every hand, on
which numerous berds of ¢utile are
fed,

The sun was gettivg low in the wert
when we resumed our joursey, cur
courss took us along the canal esst.
ward fur pome dislaner ang then duwn
a Jung avenue by the lndinp scueo
and -out past the IDBave asyium tu-
wards Temwpe. Theuny hau vren un
Auususlly hot one. Way (ff.io 1he
southenst rose presl banks ot cloude
dbut threatenvy a thun ferstorm. Aes
the day clored we yoticeu the clouus
spread rapidly over the sky and as
they ufd me = great cloud of yellow
duct ro-e fron the desert amd spread

over the valley. As it approached us
it presented ove of the most besutiful,
most uunatural, eights I ever saw.
High up above the earth were the
sirata of enow-white clouus, bulow apd
formiog a link between earth anu sky
was the whirling maes of yellow sande.
L bave.geen plotures representing the
greal sandetorics so commou on Lthe
deeerls of Africa, and reau of travelers
who were cauunt In them being
wrapped in a e¢loud of durkness and
smothered and buried midet the sea of
shitting sand. This was the nearest
approach to anything ot the kind I
ever eaw, but I am now ready (v bLe-
lieve all that I bave resd concerning
them.

We were [ardrng the Salt river and
just entering Tempe when the storm
struck us. Yve were sheltered from the
jorce of the winpd, bul the cloud of saud
made everything as dark ae night 1o
lees than u minute. We followed the
rond an best we o uld and gut into the
town, Being warned by the grent acult-
tering drupa that t+ll, 01 the approach
vt & Bhower, We mMaJe cimp in (bhe
street nnd, Lylng our horass uuder the
shelter of some trees, jusl had time to
gel upndel ihe WagD  CGuverlr us the
storm Lroke upon us. ‘The rain fell in
torrents snd as toere feemed ho fou-
mediate prospects of w let-np, we
made up our bed ns beel we could nuu
tried to eleep, WWhen wecruwled out
next mornivg the rafu had geased, but
the whole count!y s¢emed to be o Iake
of moving water. Allaroond ue was
waler—waler every where. The borses
sivod in 1t balf way to the knees; uur
harness thut we had thrown under tie
Wayulh Was cuvered; our “‘grut-box’?
wub tutl; the wuter barrel was floating
w it Aller surveyine tbe siuation
for a minuteortwo, I came to the
concloeion that the Irishman was
ubout rignt wheu be eaid that 1t r 1us
with lers judgment i this couniry
than any cun (ry heeversaw,

Ve rullrd up our Hreeebes and wad-
Ing sboul gatbered up our rups aud
bitchiug up Lie teors 8 pulied ont At
B u.mp. we resghed Dera, 895 miles
from hoine, Aas We drove u.ruugn Lhe
sireet weaw oo the {ront of a hrigk
trugture  tnhe old famnliar legenu,
GZ G M, LY [uerels no mistaking
1lse menbiog of th 8e Jeuters. They
wre eXcheively Murne.n,

Mena City Is tie conlel of the upper
Salt River valiey. Il nawa population
of between 1600 und 2000, Uwntil quiie
recently Lhe mwjurity nf the peopie

were Mormons, but of late Mormon
immigration bhas atmost ceased,whbile
that of uon-Mormons has increased
until now they are in the malority,
We cannot understand how 1t is thut
there are every year large numbers -of
people leaving Utnb and coming south
to seek homes, who go rign-by this
valley; t(he richest, it climaie con-
sluered, thst there Is In the entire
Wesl; and where for the last fitean
years there has Leen excelleal oppor-
tunities for making homes, and where
loday I wouid rather tuke my chances
of makinga bome than [ would in nay
other part of the south | bave seen, 1
cannol acconunt for the seeming avold-
apce of this valley by gur people, only
that its elimate s mierepresented and
misunderstood. Before lenving Utsh

I wus told to wsiay uway from
thie section of Arizona, that
the beat was just almply uwlul,

and that [ cvuld never endure it. Now
on the coutr+ry I vo not ind the hent
al all oppressive, [ have felt the
¢flects o) the run fur more in Cuche
counly than 1 felt iL here, and for
sultry best duriix July and Angust,
SBalt Laue City beats this piace wl] to
pleces. The thermometer usunily
ranges higher here than in Utap, i.e,
durlug the twenty-four houre; but you
4o nol vullee it as you do there, Here
you cauv stand in the sun for houra in
the heat of the day and nov feel |is
cflecte, while there, it would almost
~corch your hair, Farmers teli me
that they work in the sun irom morp-
Ing till night and suffer no more from
feant than they uld in Jtah. To pers.
ptre in Utah means to sutler from Lest,
Here perspiration bas 1o inconvep-
lerncegd and lenves ne bad resulis, |
atlended & dance on the evenuy of
the Twenty-fourth of July, the ther
mowmeler stood ut over 10U vegrees in
the room and [ will warrant that the
dangers telt the heat far |88 than they
would 1n & reoma fu Utabh, where the
thermometer sioou at 80 deyrees.

The penple here sieep largeiy out of
doors oo cots.  There may be
durby g \he searpn a few wullry
Wghis bul usually you gun eleen CUL-
rurlabl'y‘ wilh a eprews threwn over
You, The water Iy fairly xoou but can
be 1mpruves by fhratlon. There s
&0 i¢e [actory near the town apd yon
can have fce deilversd at your usor
every marntng at a nomiosl cost. [t
should be borne 11 mino that I am now
describiug the hot eearoy frum Jape
uotll about the fArst of Beptember.,



