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MAN WHO HAS
sold tens of millions
of dollars worth of
arms and munitions
of war to the great
countcountriesVies of europe
anand who has bee
altall his life dealing
with war depart-

ments13 ants ought to have opinions of value
as to our defenses in the possibility of a
war with england such a man is
senator watson C squire who has re-
cently introduced a bill appropriating

for the protection of our
cities by the sea senator squire was
chairman of the coast defense committee
some years ago and since hebe was elect
edeatoto the senate he has been devoting
himself largely to matters connected
with the army and navy he was for
ganv years connected with the reming-
ton manufacturing company and he has
made a large fol tune in dealing in fire-
arms and munitions of war he was for
a long time the agent of the remington
company in europe and was at one time
its president at the time of the fran-
co prussian war he sold more than 14

worth of small arms to the
french he tells me that the french
thought they were well prepared for
this struggle but that alterafter it had begun
they found they could nowhere get
enough arms for their soldiers among
those which they bought of senator
squire were a large number of the rifles
and guns left over from our late civil
war the senator purchased nearly

worth of such guns from
uncle sam and sold them to the french
he has also furnished guns to others of
the great european nations he sold
over worth of guns to the
spanish and he aided in supplying the
danes with firearmsnrearms for years his
business was in connection with the war
offices of all the great european nations
and hebe could today draw maps of the
streets of st petersburg and constanti-
nople from memory A great part of
the guns now in use inin south america
were sold by him this is the case with
cuba and to a large extent with the
argentine republic and venezuela I1

do not think that the senator has at
present any active connection with the
remington company his long ex-
perienceperience however has given him a
good opportunity to teamlearn much as to
the inside workings of war matters in I1

europe and espeespeciallycally as 19to the plans of
other nations relating to this country

during a chat with him last night I1
asked senator squire whether he sup-
posed that the english had an accuratecuratead
knowledge of our seaports

he replied certainly they have
the british legation has a man connect-
ed with it whose business it is to look
into and report to the Britbritishih war office
upon such matters the english pro-
bably have hadbad men traveling through
the united states getting the last and
best information upon all matters con-
nected with our army and navy and de-
fenses you imagine the amount
of money that foreignfore agn nations spend up
on such things A new gun or a new in-
vention in any kind of arms is worth a
fortune if it is olof real value and govern-
ments sometimes buybev such inventions
and keep them secret until the time
comes for their use our war depart-
ment probably has much secret informs
tionlion as to arms and ammunition which
will not be developed until a war occurs
we send men abroad to report upon
such matters the results of their in-
vestigations never get into the news-
papers and you cannot tell what new
things have been invented for warfare
until war actually occurs in the war of
1866 in which austria was conquered
by prussia the prussian succeeded
largely on account of the german

needle gun which up to that time
had been kept secret it was a poor
thing at bestsbest and it allowed the gas
rising from the powder to escape in such
a way that it had to be fired from the
thigh instead of the shoulder still it
was a great improvement over the old
austrian gun and over anyta ing europe
then had it was first used in that war
and at the battle of it gave the
prussians a victory after this battle all
europe rushed to get new guns and the
wonderful small arms which we have to-
day are the result it was the same
during our civil war the fight of the
monitor and the merrimac changed the
naval construction of the world before
that wooden ships were used nearly
everywhere after it gun boats had to
be made of iron and teel and the big
men of war which now cost from three
to five million dollars apiece and the
costlycosily armor plate with which they are
sheathed are the result

speaking of the english knowledge
of our seaports senator squire went
on 1 I have no doubt but thatthai a plan of
every harbor and city on the atlantic
and pacific coasts is in the british war
office these are revised from timedire to
time in accordance with every new item
of information which they get concern-
ing our defenses I1 venture to say that
the british war office has a better knowl-
edge of the real condition of our sea

coast cities than the congress of the
united states in all probability the
english have their plans made out indein de-
tail as to where they will attack each of
our cities in case of a war and it may
be that the letters and telegrams are al-
ready written giving directions totd the
commanders in the different branches
of the army and navy as to just what
they are to do in such a case thias
ao0 o inin nearly every big war office ineurope every possibility is provided
foror you remember the story of von
moltke the commander in chief of the
german army at the time that the
franco prussian war occurred the
announcement that war had been de-
clared by napoleon was receivedreceivedatat
night and the messenger bringingbrini iaz the
news found von moltke sounsound asleep
he wasas awakened and advisadvisededofof the
tactfact he did not rise but merely sent
for his aid and told him to go to a certain
case and take the papers out of a certain
pigeon hole aridand telegraph the instruc-
tions therein these instruc-
tions gave directions as to the disposi-
tion of every part of the german army
after giving this order so the story
goes von moltke turned over and went
to sleep knowing that when he awoke
in the morning the whole german army
would be preparing to move the
english probably have similar plans for
the action of their forces and fleets 11

what is the condition of the english
fortifications on this side of the water
senator squire I1 asked

1 I dont think any one knows re-
plied senator squire they are pro
bably in a very good condition the
english have been steadily inincreasingincreasecreasmi g
their fortifications about the united
states for years they have I1 have
seen it stated so dredged the st law
rence river that war ships drawing
twenty six feet can now sail right up to
montreal which in the case oiof a war
withwibb us would be one of their bases of
supplies they do not allow ameri-
cans to go through their forts not
long ago my secretary col hilder who
was formerly connected with the eng-
lish army in india was visiting some
offices near Equi mault on vancouververss
island he asked to be taken through
the fort there but was told that it would
be impossible as orders had been given
that no one outside of those immed-
iately connected with the fort were to be
allowed within it this great english
fortification practically controls the
straits of fuca and the entrance to pu-
get sound it is within a few miles of
our coast port townsend is just across
ane way soSG near indeed that the morn-
ing and evening guns from the fortfart may
be heardbeard there gen miles who has
examined closely into the subject says
that in twenty four hours the british


