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‘ed and t-minded men. _
punitive justice of this age, especially of
this country, does not consist in strip-
ping whole States of their liberties and
“Yeducing all their people, without
distinction, to the condition of slav-
ery. It deals separately with each
individual, confines itselfto the forms of
law, and vmdlc?tesiit.s ovan pnrigsl;y an
Inl'ti xamination of eve

glm a gg;petent judicial tri'gunal. If
‘this does not satisfly all our desires,
with regard to Southern rebels, let us
console ourselves by reflecting that a free
Constitution, triumphant in war and
unbroken in , is worth far more to
us andour children than the gratification

' resent feeling. |
orf.gxynl;ware it is ass%xmed that thissys-
tem of government for the Southern
States is not to be perpetual. It is true
this military government is to be only
provisional; butitis tbroth this tempo-
rary evil that a greater evil is to be made
tual. If the rantees of the Con-

ft.lrtg:lon can be broken provisionally,
to serve a temporary purpose and in a
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the

part only of the eountriy, we can destroy | pe
or

them everywhere and for.all time. Ar-
bitrary measures often change, but they
generally ehange for the worse. It isthe
curse of despotism that it has no
halting place, the intermitted exercise of
its power brings no sense of security to
its subjects, for they can never know
what more they will be called to en-
dure when its Red Right Hand is armed
to plague them again. Norisit pos-
sible to conjecture how or where power
unrestrained by law may seek its next
victims.  The States that are still free
may be enslaved at any moment, for if
the Constitution does not proteet all it
protects none.
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leased from slavery it/ may be doubted
vhathot.asim,- they know ..
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| c;ﬂ’:tl’i-n that their vo can _wbm
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y'the place where they are
o ?lt. I need not remind you that
the exercise of the elective franchise is
the highest attribute of an American
-citizen; and that,when guided by virtue,
intelligence, patriotism and free insti-
tutions, it constitutes the true bas
of a democratic form of government,
in which the sovereign power
lodged in the body of the people.
A trust artificially created, not for i
own sake, but uol:g as & means of pro-
moting the gene welfare, its influ-
ence for good must necessarily depend
upon the elevated character and true al-
legiance of the elector. It ought, there-
fore, to be re d in none except those
who are fi morally and mentally to
administer it well; for if conferred upon
rsons who do not justly estimate its
value, and who are indifferent as to its
results, it will serve as a means of plac
ing powerin the hands of the unprinci-
pled and ambitious, and must eventuate
in the complete destruction of that lib-
erty of which it should be the most
powerful conservative.

I have, therefore, heretofore urged

be apprehended from an untimely ex-
tension of the elective franchise to any
new class in our country; especially
when the large‘majority of that class,
in wielding the power thus placed in
their hands, cannot be expected correct-
ly to comprehend the, K duties and re-

It is manifestly and avowedly the ob- | sponsibilities which pertain to suflrage.

jeet of these laws to confer upon negroes
the privilege of voting, and to disfran-
chise such a number of white citizens as
will %ive the former a clear majority at
all elections in the SBouthern States.
This, to the minds of some persons, is so
important, that a violation of the Con-
stitution is justified as a means of bring-
ing it about. The morality is always
which excuscs a wrong because it
%opoees to accomplish a desirable end.
e are not permitted to do evil that
good may come about. TIn this case, the
- itself is evil as well as the means.
subjugation of the States to negro
dominion would be worse than the mil-
itary despotism under which they are
now sutfering. It was believed be-
forehand that the people would en-
dure any amount of mili oppression,
for any length of time, rather than de-
grade themselves by subjection to the
n race, Therefore, they have been
left without a choice.

Negro suffrage was established by Act
of Congress, and the mili otficers
were commanded to superintend the
. of clothing the negro race with

he political privileges torn from white
men. The blacks in the South are en-
* titled to be well and humanely govern-
~ed, and to have the protection of just
laws for all their rights of person and pro-
gl;?r If it were practicable at this ©
) give them a government exclusively
their own, under which they might
man their own affairs in their own
way, it would.become a grave question
whether we ought to do so, or whether
common humanity would not require
us to save them from themselves. But
under the circumstances, this is only a
:mnhtive point. It is not pro
they should qovern ves, but
thuth‘:{eshallm e the white race, and
administer State laws, elect Presidents
and Members of Congress, and shape to
& greater or less extent the future des-
of the whole oonnt.? |
ould such a trust an er be safe
in such hands? The
which should
who are fit to decide u

Dility for more than
While in every other p-nncl;?e
all similar monhbohlvo failed.
can proved b
reasoning upon evi.
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negroes have shown ‘capaci-
:"ibr vernment than any other race | of the
. ”g _ No indeper government |
of any form has ever been in
tendency to{ahpse into m. :
In the Southern States, however

Congress has undertak
them the privilege of the bailot. Jus re-
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esterday, as it were, 4,000,000, of per-
sons were held in a condition of slavery
at had existed for generations; to-day
efr are free men, and are assumed
by law to be citizens. It cannot be pre-
sumed from their previous condition of
servitude that, as a class, they are as
well inform as to the nature of
our government as the& intelligent
foreigner who makes our land the
home of his choice. In the case of the
latter, neither a residence of five years
and the knowledge of our institutions
which it gives, nor attachment to the
principles of the Constitution, are the
only conditions upon which he can be
edmitted to citizenship; he must prove,
in addition, a moral character,
and thus give reasonable ground for
the belief that he will be faithful tothe
obligations which he assumes; as a
citizen of the Republic. Where a
people, the source of all political
power, speak by theirsu through
the instrumentality of the ballot box, it
must be carefully guarded the
control of those who are corruptin prin-
ciple and the enemies of free institu-
tions, for it can only become to our poli-
tical and social sys a safe conductor
of hea.lth’, po&nlar sentiment, when
kept free from demoralizing influences.
Controlled through fraud and usurpa-
tien by the d ing,anarchy and des-
tism must inevitably follow. XIn the
ands of the patriotic and worthy, our
Government will be preserved upon the

posed | weaken our system of Government in-
m of adding to its strength and dura-

there is

s trust, and which 1
classes a time suitable
preparation. To
to a new

by previous habits an

lished
and sll-embnelng

principles of the Constitution inherited
from our fathers. It follows, therefore,
that in admitting to the ballot box a
new class of voters, not qualified for the
exercise of the elective franehise, we

I yield to no one in attachment to

that rule of general suffrage which dis-
tinguishes our policy as a nation; but
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ds would require all the wisdom and
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virtue of the men who formed our
institutions originally. I believe that
their descendants will be equal to the

arduous task before them; but it is more |
than e reasonable to ex
w

perform +it for us. Certainly we

is | ought not to ask their assistance until |

we . despair of our own competency.

races in physical, mental and moral
prevent an amal-
mation of them ther in one mass.

f the inferior obtains the ascenden
over the other, it will go ever wig
reference only to its own interests, for
it will recognize no common interest,
and create such a tyranny as this conti-
nent has never yet witnessed.

Already the nezmu roes, are influenced
%y promises of con on and plunder.

hey are taught to regard as an enemy
evox white man who has any respect
for the rights of his own race. If this
continues it must become worse and

worse, until all order will be subverted,
and all. industry, and the fertile fields
of the South grow up into a wilderness.
. Of all the dangers which our nation has
et encountered, none are equal to those
which must result from the success of
the effort now to Africanise the half
of our country. Iwould not put con-
federations of money in competition
with justice and right; but the expenses
incident to reconstruction, under the
system adopted by Congress, aggravate
whatIr as the intrinsic wrong of
the measure itself. It has cost uncoun-
ted millions already, and if persisted in
will add largely to the list of taxation,
already too oppressive to be borne with-
out just complaint, and may finally re-
duce the Treasury of the nation te a
condition of bankruptcy.

We must not delude ourselves. It will
require a strong standing army and
Probabl more than two hundred mil-

ion dollars per annum, to maintain the
supremacy of negro Govermments.
ﬁu'or they are estahl l;red, themmntal:gs

wn a wou ro

form a dnmg fundd’ e Myto : H
the whole national debt, in less than ﬁ?—
teen years. It is vain to hope that ne-
groes will maintain their ascendency
themselves, without military er.
They are wholly incapable of hol in
subjection the white ple of the Bouth.
I submit to . the llu gmens of Congress
whether the public credit may not be
injuriously aflected by a system of mea-
sures like this, with our debt and the
vast private interests which are compli-
cated with it.

We cannot be too cautious of a lllcly
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until” it ceases to "be shattereq |

pect that negroes | p

which might by possibility im
confidence of the world mtyonr vern-

ment. That confidence can only be re- |

ulnedg'y carefully inculcating the prin-
ciples of justice and honor on the popu-
lar mind, and by the most serupulous
fidelity Lo all our engagements of every
sort. Any serious breach of the organ-
ic law, persisted in for a considerable
time, cannot but create fears for the
stability of free institutions. Habitual
violation of prescribed rules, which we

bind ourselves to observe, must demeor- | parable

standard of | of the Government; and
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the arhltraﬁ-, _power which
all its operations unmsafe. Tha
country, the richest the world
saw, is worse than lost,if it be not
laced under the protecltion of 3
constitution. Instead of being,
ought to be, a source of wealth
honor, it will become an intoley
burden upon the weal of the natio;
Another reason for retracing ours,,
will doubtless be seen by Congres,
the late manifestations owubn% ‘
fon wn hthia talt:bjeclt;nm e ul%u?!
cou where the will
enft?rces obedleneop_oto' itself loona _
later. It is vain to. of oppog, =
it with anything short of legal auth,
ty backed by overwhelming force, ;
cannot have escaped your attent,
that from the on which Congy,
fairly and for y presented thep,
mon to vern the Southe
by mili force, with a viy
to the establishment of negro suprey,
cy, every .expression of the gengy
sentiment has been more or less y .
verse to it. Theaffections of this g
eration cannot be detached from thejp

stitutions of their ancestors. _
determination to preserve the inhej =
ance of free government in their o5
hands, and transmit it undecidedy "
unim to their own posterity ; =
too strong to be successfully overpow:
ed. Every weaker ion will disy
?eu' before that love of liberty and Jy =
or which the American people areds
tinguished above all others in thewori
How far the duty of the Presidenty
preserve, protect and defend the (o
stitution, mnlru him to go in opp
ing unconstitutional acts of Congrs
is & very serious and important qu =
tion, on which I have deliberated mud
and felt extremely anxious to reac;
groper conclusion. Where an act by
passed according to the forms: '
the Constitution, by the Supreme Le
islative authority, and is regularlya r
rolled among the public statutes of fk ' ¥
wnntry,mv% mtmee to it,mi
_ o d : oxcisl B
ment, zou‘ld be likely top;rrot{nm wi
lent collision between the respectn =
adherents of the two branches offy *
Government. This would be simpj
civil war; and civil war must be reson
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ed to only as the last remedy fo
the ' worst of evils. Whatew
might tend to provoke it, shoui

be most carefully awarded. A faithfi |
and conscientious magistrate will e
cede very much to homnest error, an
something even to rse malice, b
fore he will endanger the public pese
and he will not adopt foreible measurs
or such as might lead to force, as lox
as those which are peaceable remai’
open to him, or fo his eonstituents. [
true that cases may occur in whid

the Executive would be compelled ¥
stand on its ts, and maintain thes.
less of uences. |

2 fOo:fldl should pass an act whid
is not only in palpable conflict with th
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ried out, produce and i
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