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BY DAVID W EVANS

THE circumstances which surround us at
thetthel present time are of a very peculiar
character probably at no pernodperiod of our
historyhist1astor has the work of the last days at-
tractedtractelthethe attention and the curiosity of
the people generally to the extent that it
does todayto day there are several reasons for
this but that which more than anything
else at thisthia time has directed the minds
of the world to utah is the discoveries of
mineral in our territory this has un-
doubtedly added greatly to the interest
which has ever been felt in thisthia strange
land and in the strange people who inhabit
it the best method of disposing of us and
our system has given rise to much contro-
versy and discussion hiin years past that
we ought to be disposed of in some man-
ner has been a very general opinionionlon
feeling in certain quarters there nashas seemed
to be a disposition manifested by some
personspersona to do something so as to effectua-
lly dispose of the system called 11mormon-
ism they have apparently felt that it
was in the way and ought to be removed
or that something should be done to re-
tard its growth and progress and the in-
fluence which it is exercising in the world
diddedid we not know through our own bit-
terter experience in the past thatthab thisthia feelfebifeelenfeelingln
is entertained by a great many people it
would be difficult for us to imagine that
such Is the case for an examination of our
principlesplespies and an understanding of their
bearing operation and effects would cer-
tainly not lead to conclusions of this cbchar-
acter

ar
so far as I1 myself am concerned if

this matter were submitted to me without
mmy knowledgeknowledgo and past experience iainzefarefarelationtion to it 1I1 should say that the princi-
ples and doctrines believed in and prac-
ticed by the latter day saints and the re-
sultshultshuits which have been wrought out by their
operation would not have had the effect of
creating animosity or ill will or any feel-
ing otherotherl than kind brotherly and affect
tionate

what is there about this system called
mbrmonism that should evoke ane ter-

rible amount of animosity and hatred
which have been displayed at various
times the latter day saints bellevebelieve in
jesus christ they believe that he is the sa-
vior of the world that he died for mans
redemption that through his death we
may by obedience be brought into the
presence of the father and made heirs
of eternal glory the latter day saintssainta
believe that mankind should repent of
and forsake all sins and be baptized in the
name of jesus for their remission the
latter day saints believe that they should
not only be baptized for the remission of
their sins but that baptism should be ad-
ministered by those only who have au-
thoritythority not vague or illin defined author-
ity based upon a commission given to
others centuries ago but an authority pro-
ceeding from god that will be recognized
on earth and in heaven the latter day
saints believe that having repented of sin
and been baptized fur the remission of it
they who have complied thus far with the
gospel requirements should have handsfaidfaldlaidiaia upon them for the reception of the
holy Ghghost andana that they who thus lay
on hands should have authority from god
to officiate in this ordinance

Is therechete anything about or connected
with this faith that should excite opposi-
tion create illfeeling and arouse hatred
certainly when we look at this dispassion-
ately we must admit that there is14 not

Is there anything connected with this
faith or the principles to which I1 have re-
ferred thatthe does not harmonize with the
scriptures peter who preached the first
sermon of which we have any account
after the resurrection of jesus declared
precisely the samesaine principles which I1 have
alluded to as bemmertbeing partpant of our belief the
other apostles bauztaughtt the same principles
and enforced them upon the people tot
the extent of their ability and power I1
know that there are difficulties and con-
tentionstentions in the religious world as to the
mode and efficacy of baptism some assert
that immersion is not the true mode but
we are willing to standstana by the scriptures
and to abide by theirweir decision feeling as-
sured that if they be taken literally those
who read them will have a perfect convic-
tion that immersion is the only true mode
but even should there be a difference of
opinion on this point it is not of such a
characterc fracter as to stirsur men up in deadly hos-
tility towards us

there may also be a difference of opinion
in relation to the laying on of hands
some may say this is only necessary where
men are ordained and that it is not right
or proper for all the members of the
church of christ to receive the imposition
of hands but as I1 have said in reference
totd baptism so I1 say of this ordinance it is
clearly revealed in the scriptures and can
readily be substantiated from them that the
members of the church of christ in an

had handsbands laid upon them for
the reception of the holy ghost and that
it was the ordinanceordo ance and the only ordi-
nance in gods economy for the
bestowal and the reception of that gift

wellweli is this all the latter day saints be

livejive in no fI1 do not expect to be able to
tellteil all wewv believebelleve in or to allude to every
principle this afternoon but these are the
first principles which we have proclaimed
to the world in addition to these there is
another namely the gathering together of
the people of god wherever the elders
of this church have gone they have said
and testified to the people that the time in
which we live is the gathering dispensation
alluded to by the ancient prophets when
gods people should be gathered from the
various nations of the earth to one place
according to the predictions of john the
revelator david the psalmist isaiah jer-
emiah ezekiel and all other prophets
whose writingwritingssyewe have in this book
they in simplicity have called upon the
Ppeopleeople everywhere to repent and to gather
ttogetherogether and these in substance are the
principles which the elders of thisthia church
haveEave declared unto the people wherever
they have travelled and it is because of
these principles and their proclamation
that so much persecution has been stirredstarre
up

I1 know very wellweil the feelings of the
world and perhaps of some who are listen-
ing todayto day to this brief enunciation of our
princprineprinciplesplespies and the causes of our
tioeionss say they if these were the only
principles taught by the latter day saints
we can not think they would have been
persecuted there must be something be-
hind this it16 can not be possible that in
this enlightened age men and women
should be persecuted and reviledrev lied and their
names cast out as evil for believing these
doctrines A prevalent idea has been
that thisthia prejudice against us owes its ori-
gin andaud continuation to our belief in plu-
rality of wives but when it is recollected
that the dobbingsmobbings drivings and expulsion
from cities counties and states which we
have endured and our exodus to these
mountains all took place before the revel-
ation of that doctrine was publicly known
it will be seen at once that our belief in it
hasbas not been the cause of persecution I1
have an idea on this point in relation to
this of and much abused doc-
trine and it is this I1 believe that from the
day it was taught to the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints andaud embraced
in the faith and lives of its members we
have risen in power and browningrownkrown in influence
we have gained favor with and enjoyed the
protection of the heavens such as we never
possessed before all the prosperity
seemingly that we enjoy todayto day has been
bestowed upon us since the proclamation
of that principlegeiple and its adoption by us
into ourafpffaithfalth and practice there has
been an almighty power hedging us round
about and encircling us from that day un-
til the present time and though men have
plotted and schemed and have devised
mischief and formed machinations and
combinations against the latter day saints
their schemes have fallen to the ground
their combinations have proved unavailingunavailing
and we have been delivered time and time
again since we came to these valvaivalleysvailesslevs

there is good reason why this is so if
this principle be from god as we solemnly
testifytestily it is surely god would stretchU
forth his arm to defend and delictdeliverr a peo-
ple who would be so valiantvallant aniand trustful
as to go forth in the face ofossoso callcali d1I civili-
zation and popular prejudice in the nine-
teenth century and embrace and practice
that doctrine and assume all the conse-
quences which its practice involves 1 sure-
lyagodgod who would reveal such a principle
to his peopleeople and call upon them to obey
it woudwould defend those who had the courage
to sacrifice themselves if it were necessary
to carry out what they believed to be gods
behest he would stretch forth his arm
exert his power and fulfillfulfil his promises to
deliver those who would thus go forth in
humility and meekness and carry out a
principle that he had revealed unto them ii

this is the view which I1 take of thisthi
matter instead of our being left to the
power of oui persecutors to a greater ex-
tent since its revelation and practice we
have had greater freedom and security and
have been blessed as we never were before
it was not on account of our belief in this
that behavewe lavehave been hated Josepjosephhaudaud hyrum
smith were slain in carthagejailjall and hun-
dreds ofpersons were persecuted to thedeath
previousreviousE to the church having any know-
ledgefedge of this doctrine what then was
the cause of th persecutions odtheof the people
and why should they have been singled
out and made so remarkable above other
people many of whom believe in several
of the principles that they believed in
there is not a religionsreligious denomination in
christendom which does not believe in
jesus christ I1 do not know of one that
does not believe in repenting of sin and
also in some form of baptism they may
dinerdiffer in opinion as to toetue mode efficacy
and necessity of the ordinance some may
and do call it essential while others re-
gard it as nonessentialnon essential kutbutbut it is generally
believed in and there are also denomina-
tions which believe in the laying on of
hands I1 do not know of one that believes

I1 in the gathering of the people together
still thereasetherthereeareare peopeople or communities who
do gather getnertogetherto besides the latter day
saints what is it then that makes us so
marked I1 will explain it inalaain a fewnew words
as I1 understand it it is because the latter
day saints believe that god has restored
from the heavens the everlasting priest-
hood that eternal authority by which
man acts upon the earth as the ambassa-
dor of god it is because we have testi-
fied that god has restored this once more
to earth and we have received it and that
by virtue of it we act as apostles members

of ththe seventies high priests elders bis-
hops priests teachers and deaconsdeacon anandd in
the several offices god has plplacedaeedced I1ina his
church this is the secret my brethren
and sisters and friends ot aethe opposition
that is and has been waged against the
church of god we might go forth and
preach belief in the lord jesus christ re
pentanee of sin and baptism for the re-
mission of sins as alexander campbell
did we might say as some of the sects do
that it is necessary to lay on hands we
might gather the people together and do
any or all of these things but ififfewe did not
have the right to exercise heaven bestowed
authority there would be no particular
opposition tousto us of course the nearer a
man draws to god and the more he lives
according to the plan which god has pres-
cribed the more opposition he meets with
satan will stir up strife animosity and
hatred againstagrainst him on this account
luther calvin john wesley and other re-
formers have been persecuted the near-
er they came to the truth and the
more zealous they were in proclaiming
it the more opposition they met with
men in reasoning upon this subject say
that every sect at the commencement of
its career is persecuted because men are
not familiar with its doctrines but when
they become known opposition and per-
secutionse cease they predict this about
the latter day saints buthut the truth of the
matter is this if every new sect is perse-
cuted it is because it fearlessly denounces
theh ID sins follies and vices of the age and sohollieslongiong11 as theyey continue this so IQlongiong are they
persecuted but the moment they
lateate to the world glossglosa over its follies and
go with the stream and float with the
popular current opposition ceases this
has been the case moremorel or less with every
sect but when men predict this of the
latter day saints they do notnob understand
the nature of the work inirk which we are
engaged they do not comprehend the
nature of the claims that we make they
have no understanding of the authority
that we exercise the distinction to which
I1 have referred between us and others is
that we claim to have the holy priesthood

but says one has not this authority
always been on the earth why minis-
ters have gone forth and preapreachedcheached now for
centuries authorized by the divine com-
mission of the apostles go ye unto all
the world and preach the gospel to every
creature he that belibeliebelievethyetheVeth and is baptized
shall be saved and he that believethbelieveth not
shall be damned on the strength of this
commission they have gone forth for cen-
turies and why do you latter day saints
claim additional authority haslias the
authority not existed ever since the days of
wa apostles

if itishaqhag where are its fruits are
its powers and where is the proper exer-
cise thereof exhibited shall we go
to the church of rome and inquire of
it it claims to have uninterrupted
apostolic descent from peter down
through the ages until we reach
our own day say the Episcopalepiscopaliansians
lutheransLutherans calvinists and all protestant
sects nonl0 she is the mother of harlots
she has defiled herself that church is
false and god has taken from her the au-
thority she once hadbad if we go back to the
middle ages you will find that her popes
have been corrupt and there have been
times wlwimaalwnma there were more than one
pope and if history cau be relied on a
woman once occupied the papal chair
therefore we protestants abhor her and
call her the mother of harlots we havehive
come out of her and have renounced her
and her wickedness neither she nor
her priests have any authority

but the catholic on the other hand
maintains that his church and his alone
has the authority which protestant chris-
tendom declares she has lost and here a
question arises in my mind for as the pro-
testant churches say that the catholic
church is the mother of harlots I1 turn
to the mother and ask who and where are
her daughters Is lutheranism a daugh-
ter of hers laIs calvinism a daugh-
ter of hers Is the church of england
founded by henry the elgithaElghEightthaha daughter of
hers if they are not where are her
daughters where shall we look for
them if not in the midst of the protestant
churches if I1 go to the episcopaliansEpiscopalianslans
and ask them for their authority what
reply do they givegire me we exercise
that which has come down to us from the
catholic church we came out of that
church because of her impurity but we
brought with us authority to build another
church and ours is the church of god

but says the catholic church we have
severed you from us and 1I as a latter
day saint say to the Episcopalepiscopaliansians if the
catholic church had authorityeuthonty to give you
the priesthood and you derived icit by im
position of hands from the catholic clergy
then it hadbad power to deprive youyon of that
authority if it had power to bestow autho-
rity it had power to withdraw that autho-
rity and the catholic church did excom-
municatemunicate henry the eighth latimer
Crcranmeratimer and all who took part in that
defection and branded them as apostates
and if they had any authority deprived
them of all they possessed the samebame is
true of the lutheran and calvinist chur-
ches and all others who descended from
her

but there is another view to be taken
this matter jesus said toro his apostles

go ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature he that belibellbelievetheveth
and is baptized shall be saved but he that

i bellbelieveth not shall be damned and these

signsigns shall follow them that believe in
my name they shall cast out devils klcklefec

now my protestant brethren if youyott
take one part of this commission whychyl nat
take the whole of it you say that by vir
tue of this authority which jesus gave
unto his apostles you go forth and preach
the gospel but if you take this part of thether
commission why not take the whole anafanac
have the signssigna following them that believey

your teachings and have devils cast outgo6tit
the sick healed ac stisynshi

in asking these questions I1 do not wish
to be harsh or to reflect on any sect but
only in honesthonestyyi to place the truth before
you from my standpoint say the so
called christians in answer to the above
questions we do not believe in these
things this power has beenheenneen winheldwitheld it was
only bestowed in the apostolic age and
was necessary then for the establishment
of the gospel 1 9f

if that is so where do you find authority
for making the assertion if you take part
of this commission given by christ to his
apostles what right have you to reject thetha
remainderremainder why not reject the whole I1
say that by a parity of reasoning if youyoh
take a part you ought to take the wholeyou can not consistently take one portion
of scripture and say this applies to me or
I1is minem ne and I1 have a right to act by the
authorityau thorit it confers and then to say of the
other 1I dismiss it and want nothing to
do with it that is mutilating the wordwora
of god and wherever you find men who
have authority from god to act in hishii
name you will find these gifts and bles-
sings attending their administrations justjusei
as in ancient days

suppose a descendant of john adams
the first minister of this government to the
court of st james should find anoldanolaan oldola
document thatthab hadhaa been given to bimbyhim by
the continental congress authorizingauthorisingauthorising himhirr
to go and act as its minister he reads
this document in which his ancestorsancestorli
name laIs mentioned and in which behe isii
duly empowered to act as ambassador fortfoi
the united states and he says herehero is iaa
document I1 have it the original that wadwaiwas
given to my great ancestor I1 do not abeibeseebee
why I1 should not go and act as ambassador
this document was not given to me it is
true but I1 want to act in this capacity
he goes across the water travels to lnlon-
don goes to court and presents his docu-
ment and says astIII1 I am empowered to act
I1 am sent over by the united states aias
ambassador to the court of great britain 11

where is your commission here
why this is an old document it waswa

given to john adams Is that your nam
and are yonyou the man oh no I1 am not
the man but I1 am a descendant of his
this would be just as consistent as for a
minister of religion in this day to claim
authority because he has a record of the
commission which jesus gave to his dis-
ciples if one casecare is consistent so Is thithe
other if one is not then the other is not r

fmy brethren sisters and friends youyon
now probably begin to seethesee the reasons why
the latterlattengfatter day saints claim that god has
restored the authority and the everlasting
priesthood you now probablyprobably begin to
see some reason why god shoushouldd send his
holy angels from heaven to earth again

but says one 1I thought there were
going to be no more angels prophecies or
revelations I1 have been taught that the
canon of scripture was fullfall and that it was
not necessary for god to speak again to
man on the earth

oh this delusive idea this damnabledamnabI
doctrine which has been preached until
christendom is completely filled with un-
belief so that the man who believes in reve-
lation and that there is a necessity for it is
set down as one who is unworthy the soci-
ety of hisbis fellows I1 oboh the dreadful effects
which have followed the proclamation ofbf
this fallacy for so longlonga a period I1 what are
the effects resulting from it that we see to- j

day christendom rent asunder divided
into sects and parties the name of jesus
derided and sneered at and the pure gospel
lost because of the prorogation for cantu
ries by so called christian ministers of
the soul destroying and damnable heresy
that god cannot or will not speak to man
again from the heavens that god will not
reveal illshis will send his angels or exercise
his power in the affairs of earth as much
he did in ancient days look at the effects
of this I1 travel in all our cities of the atl-
antic and pacific and what do you see
men and women professing to be followers
of jesus christ and yet all divided and split
asunder and quarrelling and contending

even members of the same church divi-
ded asunder the methodist church north
and the methodist church south the fres-
by

pres-
byterianby terlanterian church north and thehe
riannan church south the baptist church
north and the baptist church southbouth and
thus the religious world is divided and
split asunder and there is no authority to
say what is truth or who shall proclaim it
there are none to say in the midst of the
people thus saith the lord or here
is the path walk ye in it I1 and if a manan
comes forward caimingclaimingto that he has this
authority he is met with the accusations

11 you are deluded you are an impostor
youyon preach false doctrine we will have
none of your teaching menthomermen who believe
in prophesy and revelation are liable to betberbe
deceived and wowe are afraid of you wewe do
not know but you will deceive us jesus
said there should be false prophets we be-
lieve you are one of them

andand thus they fortify and encase amthem-
selves in their tinxinunbeliefbellef and reject the wordwora
otof god and if paul or peter were to rise
from the dead and go amongst them and

H


