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origioal demand, theugh not tothe
advanced amount which the mine
operators asked after the strike was
instituted.

A fter such an experience one would
think labor unions would feel that in
spme caees it was ‘‘better to bear the
ille they have than fly to others they
know not of,?* but this evidently js not
the case. In the particular inetance
referred to the mine owners said the
genetnl depression of business forced
them to the reduction, but the miners
took another view., Perhapa both sldes
went to the extreme in thelr way of
looking at the affuir} at any rate the
greater wrong was perpetraled in the
precipitation of the strike, one effect of
which was to morally and finanelally
weaken the power of the unione.

But there 18 a more vital iesne in
this strike business than the mere
guestion as lo wbether the employer
or employe sball win ia any particular
contest as to the desires of either, This
jesne is the right that the generai pub-
lic bhas in g¢onpection with the pro-
ceeding, and wbigh is inepiring a
demand for anti-strike legislation and
ig leading the judicial department to
take a stand against strikes in defense
of the public weal. In the Ilpglieh
coal strike the greater burden fell on
the general public. NMore than two.
thitds of the expeunse, or upwarde of
$100,000,000, fell directly on those who
had no immediate agency in bringing
about the conflict. 'This load came
thtough the effect of the strike on
business, its cloring of industrial 1nsti-
tuttons and ite demands on public
chatity. And this ie aside from the
distress brought to hundrede of thou-
gsande who had no voice in deciding
the question that involved them In
destitution.

It is bardly to be wondered that
thers is a growing sentiment in favor
of direct legislation on tbe subject of
strikes, in the way of forming judicial
poards of arbitration for the purpose of
gettling dieputes between employers
and employes. As such a procedure
is ap untried experiment there is no
kpnowing just how it will work. But
the continued and exasperating dis-
putes petween oapital and labor are
growing more and mote bitter and
disastrous, and upless there is & change
{n the trend of aflairs through some
agency, the prospect for a gseries of
awiful eruptionsin the industrial world
Is decidedly promleing.

MECHANICS® LIENS.

There is one fagt which cannot be
too strongly impreesed upon the mind
of every member of the Legislature.

It ie thist The present is an exceed-
ingly bad time to alarm the oreditor
class, or the gapitalist, by menns of
legisiation which they may regard as
adverse to their interests. On the con-
trary, the law-makiog power sbould,
if it must toush the subfect av all,
pursue a policy that will increase
parmony aml forbearance between
debtors and creditors, and confidence
among men who cemtnand money,
The subjeot of o mechanie’s lien Iaw
wae talked of motre or less, prior to the
1ast election, and to soine extent was
made, or songht to be made, an - Issue
of the campaign. While it msy not
be denied that the present statute re-

lating to mechanice’ Jiens is imper-
fect in Fome particulars, ite imperfec-

tlons were exaggerated by stump
speakers who were reaching after the |
labor vote. As & malter of fact,
the Jaboring man has excellent
protection wnader it, if he will
but take advantage of ite pre-
vigions, It* is the lumber merchant

and material man, if any one, rather
than the mechanic or laborer, who has
insufficient protection.’

Three or more bills have been intro-
duced since the present eession of the
Legislature opeued ‘‘to secute liens to
mechanice and othere,” and Lo repeal
all existing lJaws upon the subjeet. In
other worde, several members of the
Apsembly are committed to radical
and sweeping legislaticn regarding it.

Ope proposition is to give A me-
chanic’s Jien precedence over & mort-
gage having priority of date, nnder
certain circumstances. Walving die.
cuseion of the constitutionality of such
a meapute, it should be refused any
conslderation at all, on grounds of
sound policy. Buch a law would
vastly increase the difficulty of secur-
ing loans, and in many c¢ases would
render it immpoesible to get them. To

illustrate: Lkt is proposed to conostruct
a buiiding, faotory, canal, electric|
railroad, or other improvement,

and to borrow money for the purpose,
giving as securlty a mortgage on the
property, rranochises, etc., to be created
or improved; who would lend the
money under a law giving a mechan-
ic’s lien a priority over the mortgage?

Again: Many pieces of realty now
under mottgage hnve greatly depre-
ciated in value—that is, their value in
the market hae decreaped, since the
mortgage was given. For the purpose
of proouriog an extension of payment,
and at the same time make the prop-
erty more productive, the owner i
willing to improve it; if a mechanie?’s
lien on the improvement is going to
thke precedence of the existing mort-
gage, will that improvement be made?
Certainly not; and if the extension of
the mortgage shull be dependent upon
it, there will be an immediate fore-
elosure. Insuch a oase the mortgagee
is pafer without the improvement than
with it, for if it were to be made, his
lien would become a second one in-
stead of a firat,

If any member of the Apsembly as.
pires to distinguish himself by drawing
and eecuring the passage of =
bill that will radically change
relatione between capitat and labor, or
debtor and creditor, at the preeent
time, he sbould suppress such an am-
bitien or be himpelf suppressed. Ooe
of the greatust Presidents is credited
with the motio: “Never swap horses
while you are fording a siream.?* This
appiles to laws in this Territory at the
preeent time. We know how the ones
wo have are workiong, and that ander
them Dtah is today feeling the flpan.
cial precsure less than most other por.
tions of the Union, while her commer-
cial credit ranks with the best. But
if some of the wuuld-be reformers in
the Legislature shall be given their
way, there is every reason to fear for
the result. There remarks wiil not be
construed, we hope, as denoting an
oppositien to the working elasses and
their rights, and an undue friendship
for the oapitalist elase. 1f the NEwS

leans at all In thls matter, it is toward

the opposite of this, But we are
thoroughly honest in the belief that
such radical legislation as hae been:
mentiored can only result injurioualy.

— —

A MOST SACRED ORDINANCE.

A correspondent in Heber City re-
quests the NEWS to express an opinion
on I Cor. xi, 380; *For this cause
many are weak and sickly among you,
and many sleep.”” The guestion ia
whether the weakness and sleep here
mentloned are te be understood of a
apiritually weak condition or literal
bodily sickness and death.

Paul 'is treating on the subject, of
partaking of the Liord’s Bupper and ex-

plalns how nDpecessary it is that
this Sacrament be partaken of”
with great reverence and after
sufficient preparation. In re-

buking eome members of the Church
at Corioth for eating and drinking
unworthily, he says their conduct wiil
bring ¢‘‘Jamnstion.* The word 8o
translated means condemnation or
judgment, and the thirtieth veree ex-
plains the nature of the judgment
threatened, viz., slckness and sleep.

From thie it |a clear that Paul. here
refers to literal sickness and death. It
is unquestionable that Chureh mem-
bers who unworthily partake of the
Sacrament are apiritually weak and
asleep; they have no stropg faith In
the Liord, whoee death the ordinange
comimemorates, and they are liable to
fail io the performance of every
other duty; bu thie iamentable
spiritual  conditlon is not the ree
sult of goiog to the Bacrament
table unprepared,and it is not so in this
verse referred to by Paul, It is
oot a judgment of God on account pt
the error he seeks to oorrect. Rather,
this epiritual weakness and dreaminess
ptecedes that sin. Wben professed
Christians alloew worldly interests to
become paramount, they will lose their
spiritual strength aod become to all
intents and purpoeer as ugaless to the
Church of Christ asif they were dige
eased or asleep. If in this condition
they contlpue to partake of the holy
emblems, not discerning the Lord’s
body, their own bodies will be made to
exhibit their true spiritual condition.
They will become affl icted with sigk-
ness, This Is the just chastisement of,
the Liord, But it the warning is not
heeded, death will ensue, This was.
the case with a great nDumber of
Corintbians. They had premsalurely-
“fallen asleep” in death,

It wili be renembered that Paul often
refers to death as a sleep. In thie same
epistie,speakingof the resurrection from
the dead, he mentions those ““who are
fallen asleep in Cuorist,’’ meaning de-
parted Baints, In the first letter i tha
‘Thessaloniane he alip uses the expres-
sion: “Them which are asleep,?® re-
ferring to 1he dead, It was a favorite
fizure o!f speech of Paul and indeed of
the first Christians generally. It ig
therefore no yiolation of the text to
luterpret the word ‘“sleep* in 1 Cor.
xi, 30 as *“deatb.”’

Moreover, itis but natural to expect
sickness and death to follow as 4 result
of the violation of the commandments
of Gid. Et ia by faith that we are
enabled to battle successfully agatnset
the evil infinences that shorten ougr
lives. IEn the degree that faith is be-



