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wrWE hear a great many things associa-
tedledwithwith the church and kingdom of
god in which as a people we are very
much interestedinteintorested

we meet totogetherether from time to time
to singsins to pray to speak to hearbear and to
attend to tiiethe various dutiesguties and res-
ponsibilities that devolve upon us we
are taught of things pertaining to time
and things pertainpertainingpertainininz to eternity and
perhaps we are more favored wellweli
there is no perhaps about it we are
more favored thanthunth in any other people
that dwell upon the face of the whole
earth we have been gathered to-
gether from among the nations of the
earth in order that we may be instruc-
ted in the laws of god and in the
principles of truth and life that we
mayay be able to comprehend our rela-
tionshiptationship to our heavenly father to
illsliis son jesus christaoChris tto the priesthood
that exists in the heavens and tto0 tiletiie
inhabitants of the earth by whom we
are surrounded and among whom we
dwell

there is something very peculiar
about the position which we occupyy
among the nations of ththeathae earth we
have not received any of the intelli-
gence which we possess ffromrom these
nations with tiletiie exception of somo
matters pertaining to science to art
and the common education of the dav
butnut as regards our religious princi-
ples we are not indebted to any men
who live upon tilethe earth fforfonor them
these principles erninaemanatedted from god
they were given by revelation and itif
we have a first presidency if we have
high priests if we have seventies if
we have bishops elders priests and
teachers itif we have stake and other
organizations we have received them
all flom god if we have temples if
we administer in them it is because
we have received instruction in rela-
tion thereto from the lord if we
know anything the future
it comes from I1himI1 in aandnalnai in fact we live
illin god we move in god and from
him we derive our being men gener-
ally will not acknowledge this but we
as latter day saints believebelleve in these
truths nodnot one of us could have en-
tered this hoyse this evening without
being sustained jyay the power of god
not one of us could leave anis house
without guidance strength and power
from him to accomplish it we have
been taught to believe that ilehe is the
creatorcreaton of all things visible and invis-
ible whether they be things in the hea-
vens ororunorvnan the earth whether they be-
longI1 0ng to this world or other worlds
and there is an alloiseallwise all power-
fulfua being who controls manipulates
andaud manages all the affairaffairs of the hu-
man family and this is true whether it
relates to the world in which we live
to the heavens that areate above us or tolo
other worlds by which we are sur-
rounded it relates to our bodies and
to our spirits and to all things associa-
ted therewith hence we are very de-
pendent beings in the organiza-
tion of man in the organization of this
earth and in the organization of the
heavens there were certain thingsthings de-
signed by the almightyAlmishty to be carried
out and that will be carried out ac-
cording to the purposes of the most
high which thing 3 were known to him
from the beginning there exists all
manner of curious opinions about god
and many people think it impossible
for him to takelake cognizance of all men
but that is very easily done if I1 had
time to enter into this subject alone I1
could show you upon scientific princi-
ples that man himself is a selfseir regis-
tering machine his eyes his ears his
nose the touch tiietile taste audand
all tiletiie various senses of the body
are so many media whereby man
lays upU for himself a record which per-
haps nobody else is acquainted with
but minWinhimselfselfseif and when tilethe time comes
for that record to be unfolded all men
hat have eyes to see and cars to hear

winwill be able to read all things as godgoa
himself reads them and comprehends
them and all things wowe are told are
naked and open belorebefore him with wwhomkoinboin
wewc have to do we are told in
relation to these matters that
the hairs of our heads are num-
bered that even a sparrow can-
not fall to the ground without our
heavenlyy fathers notice and predi-
cated upon some of these principles
are some things taught by Jesus where
he tells men to ask and they shall re-
ceive the millions that I1liveivelve
upon the earth yes the millions of
people no matter how many there are
can he hearilear and answer all can he
attend to all these things yes ask
and it shall be given you seek and ye
shall find knock and it shall be opened
unto you for every oneoile that asketh
receiveth and he that lindethfindeth
and to him that knockettknocketh it shall be
opened it is difficult for men to
comprehend some of these things and
as they cannot comprehend them
they beginbesin to think they are all
lloliononsense that isminy do and hence
infidelity and skepticism prevail to a
great extent A great many strange
notionsmotions are entertained in regard to
god and illsilis dealings with humanity
this is because men do not understand
the things of god I1 read in one of
our papers a short time ago that there
was some kind of a commission going
to meet some two or three professors
or scientists menmeli who are supposed to

Intelliintelligenceencoence to ex
amine th e manuscript book of
mormon to find out whether it was true
or not and I1 suppose if these people

especially if they should be pious
men possessing a little learning and
science should come out and say the
book of mormon was not true wowe all
of us should have to lay it aside
should we not this to meismelsme is the verl-
est nonsense it would not make one
hairs weight difference with us
whether sunsulsuch a commission should de-
cide that the book of mormon is right
or wrong if they decide that it is
true it will notnet increase our faith in it
if they decide that it is not true it will
not decrease ouroar faith it yetyel these are
ideas that men entertain

speaking upon this point I1 am re-
minded of an incident that took place
anuma numberberofof years ago several promin-
ent european scientists called upon melne
and they talked a little upon our rellrelireligi-
ous Rprinciples then they asked me ift
I1 vaswas acquainted with the advanced
ideas in regard to geology I1 told
them I1 knew a little about them from
what I1 hadkad read I1 what do yoyoua think s

said one of them to me of thethesese
view as compared with the scriptural
account of the world

wellweli 11 said 1I the great difficulty is
that men do not understand the scrip-
tures

P
11 they could not see any dldittlfilill

culty on that ground fforor they all hahadd
their eyeseves to see anaand they had an uun-
derstanding

n
derstanding of words languages etc

well 1 said I1 we wont go through
the whole billebiliebiblebibie for that is quite a
large book but I1 will take one or two
of the first lines in the bible in the
bbeginningi nning god created the heaven
andanT tilethe earth will you please tell
me when the beginning was we
dont know when you find that
out said 1I 1 then I1 will tellteli you when
the world was created A good mapy
other things transpired associated
with this interview that I1 do not wish
now to repeat suffice it to say that
before ththey got through one of them
said clavehave read a gooddood deal I1 have
studied a good deal I1 tindlind I1 have a
goodrood deal more to rearead anand stustudyv yeyet I1

I1 thought so too I1 thoughtthong ifiif menn
could not underunderstandstan the first two
lines of the bible it would be quite a

1 task to teach them the whole of it
in regard to the work in which we

are engaged as I1 said before and as
vou have heard over and over again it
emanated ffromrom god and all the prin-
ciples pertaining to it came from him
wewelalatalklalk sometimes about thisthia work and
howhov it is going to be accomplished
thothe work we are erleriengaged in is the
work of god if it is accomplished it
willbewill be accomplished by the power of
god by the wisdom of god by the in-
telligencetelligenceence of god and by the priest-
hood thit dwells with the gods in the
eternal worlds together with that
which he has conferred upon hisilis peo-
ple here upon iliillthe earth and not by
any other power or influence in exist-
ence we talk of a zion that is to be
built up if a zion is ever built up on
this earth it will have to be under the
guidance and direction of the almighty
we talktaik about a church thatthab istois to be
built upUD and pupurifiedrifled if it is ever
built uup and purified it will be under
the influence of the gift of the holy
ghost the power of god manifested
among illslils people whereby iniquity
will be rootedtooted out righteousness sus-
tained the principles of truth ad-
vanced honor integrity truth and
virtue maintained andaud hypocrisy evil
crime and corruption of every kind be
rooted out that will have to be done

bualby thehe aid and under the guidance of
tthe mightyalmighty there is non0 man livinlivins
in and of himself can guide the ship
of zion or regulate the affairs of the
church and kingdom of god unaided
by the spirit otof god and hence liehe
has organized the church as liehe has
with all the various quorums and or-
ganizations as they exist todayto day who
can boast or0 has anything to savsay in
relation to these things no man liv-
inginzing no man that has lived if joseph
smith knew anything about these
things it was because god revealed it
and ilehe has revealed many great andand
preciousbrecious principles in which the chil-
drendenofof men alqar interested pertainpertainingng
to this worldworldandaadand to the next pertain-
ing to the living and the dead pertain-
ingin to time and eternity and pertain-
ingln to all things associated with the
happiness and exaltation of man all
these things emanated from god and
if brighamBrighaiiilei young knew anything he
received hishig intelligence faiomi oinoln botandgod and
from the prophet of god and if any
of us know anything we have received
it from the same sqsource we are toldfold
thattut he is in all things through all
things and about all things and by
him all thinthingss exist ilehe is the light
of the sun and the power thereof by
which it was made thetile of the
moon and the power thereof by which
it was made and the light of the
stars and the power thereof by which
they were malemade anand itt is tiietrie samesaine
lightz that the understand-
ingin of man this may seem stianstrangec
doctrine to some wee have been tautaughtlit
to believe thothauthatt there was a difference
between mental and visual ll11lightbt never

the above statement is philo-
sophically true

in regard to the earth is it the
lords yes we are told that liehe
made it that ilehe created all things
visible and invisible whether pertain-
ing to the earth or to the heavens and
where did man oriorloriginatebinate As we read
it he originated also from god who
formed man according to the bible
record thetile lord whence came our
spirits wuwo are told that god is the
god and fattlerfather of the spirits of all
flesh then ilehe of course isiq interest-
ed in tilethe welfare of all flesh and all
people of allal languslangualanguageszes of all tongues
of every clorcirclr and of every climeclinic

thathat Is the way that I1 understand these
aingsthings our spirits are eternal and

emanate from god so we abats a peo-
ple have always understood and do
understand todayto day we possess our
bodies also and they also emanated
from god the bible tells us some-
thinghin in relation to these matters in
racingtracing out genealogies who was

seth ilehe was the son of adam who
was adam the son of god in an-
other place we arearc told that I1aliailaallI1 we
are illshis offspringring 1 that is according
to that weto are all the offspring of
god

now this earth was formed for a
certain purpose and man was also
formed fforor a certain purpose and
there are certain principles laid down

you will find them in the bible in
the book of mormon in the book of
doctrine and covenants and in the
various revelations that god has made
through his servants there are cer-
tainta principles laid down indicating
that there are different gradesrades of men
possessing varied powers and privi-
leges and that these men have to pass
through a certain ordeal called by
many a probation that is that we arearc
here in a probationary state in a state
of trial and that as men live and act
according to the intelligence they araarg
inn possessionL of the privileges which
theyhey enjoy and the deeds that thethey
perform whether for good or evievlevil
therehere will be a time of judjudgmentfigment andalla
that there will be a separation of these
various peoples accordaccording to the way
in which they have lived and acted here
upon the earth hence paul tells us
that there are bodies celestial and
bodies terrestrial that there is one
glory of the sun another of the moon
and another of the stars and as one
star differeth from another star in
glory so shall it also be in the

ionfon joseph smith in speaking
oilon the same subject tells us that there
are bodies celestial bodies terrestrial
and bodies which agrees pre-
cisely with the remarks made by paul
only in other language thus there
are many curious things associated
with our existence here upon the
earth which the natural man doesdoes not
and cannot comprehend no cancanman can
know the things of god but by the
spirit of god

now then on this earth which
we call the cordslords vinevincvineyardyard he has
sent forth his servants from time to
time to gather people into illsliis fold to
gather out a few here and a few there
who would be prepared to act and op-
erate with him and then generally
these have been a comparatively small
number jesusjf sus said when IMhe was
upon the earth witiewide is the gatedgate and
broad is the way that to des-
tructiontruc tion and many there be who go0o in
thereat because strait is the gate and
narrow is the way which unto
life and few there be that findtind jtit ly

and it would seem accordineaccordingaccordincdine to the
testimonies we havelave both in the bible
and in the book of mormon that the
lord has taken great pains in indifferentdifferent
ages of the world to send forth lilslits
servantsservantstoto preach the gospel to the
peoplereole we find this especially so in
toaloabahs day and in the daysclays of enoch

there was a remarkable work per-
formed then according to the revela-
tions which have been given to us
which will be more fully developed
when the lord shall see flufiu to reveal
other things associated therewith
but we learn that therethure was a church
organized about as ours maybe we
learn that they went forth and
preached the gospel we learn that
they were gagatheredtherea together to a place
called zion we learn that the peopeopleP le
of zion were under the guidance di-
rection and teaching of the almighty
in order that they might be prepared
for another zion in theile grand drama
associated with the dealings of god
and illsliis purposes pertainpertaininginninq to this
earth and the heavens we readeactacl that
they walked with god for years
we are told in the bible a little short
story about it because it was one of
those things that it was not necessary
that everybody should know we arearc
told that Enoch walked with godani
was not fortor god took him but
there was more about it than that
enoch preached the gospel to the peo-
ple and so ditdil hundreds of elders as
they arearo doingdoing todayto day and they gath-
ered the heuplepeople tocethertogether and built up
a zion to the lord and when enoch
was not but was caught up enochs
city was not but was caught up and
there were certain things associated
therewith that are very pecu-
liar why werewere they taken away
frolifrom the earth because of theithe cor

4 of men because of the wick-
ededneedaeklekie ilif men because mankind had
forsaforsukkwihwiestesi god and become as broken
cistern hold no water be-
cause thethotheyihry were not ffulfillingng the mea-
sure of taair creation and because it
was not proper that they should live
and perpetuate a race that was so
coricorl apt and abominable but before
this was done the righteous the vir-
tuous the honorable the purepurr the up-
right were gathered togetherther and
aitaughtaught and instructed in the things of
god andami what came next whatliedestruction of the world it was
overflowetietl we read by tilethe flood
what Andallandaliand allali the people destroyedyes except a very few according to
the statements we have well say
some of our wise men was riftnot that
icruelkruel to destrodestroyysoso many people I1 per-
haps it would be according to your
ideas but it was not according to the
lords ideas becausebeca use liehe looked upon
men as immortal beings these men
were accountable to their maker they
had a dual existance they were asso-
ciated with time and with eternity
and we might go still farther and say
they were associated with the past
thephe present and thetie future andami the

lord as a great cosmogonist bookintook in
thehe various stages of mans existenceand
operated for the general benefit of the
whole but was it not cruel to destroy
them I1 think god understood pre-
cisely what ilehe was doing they were
his offspring and ilehe knowing things
better than they did and they having
placed themselves under the power
and dominion of satan helre thought
they had better be removed and anotheranother
class of men introduced why there
were other persons concerned besides
them there were n illions of spirits
in the eternal worlds who would shrink
from being contaminated by the wick-
ed anndanid corrupt the debauchee the
dishonestthe ffraudulent the hypocrite
and men who trampled upon the or-
dinancesfinancesdinancesaucesCs of god it might seem harsh
for thesethes men to be swept off from
the face of the earth and not allowed
to perpetuate their species thereon
but what about the justice of forcforeforcingin
these pure spirits to come and inhabit
tabernacles begotten by debauched
corrupt reprobates the
of whose heart was only evil and that
continually what about them had
they no rights that god was bound to
respect Certaicertainlycertainlynl they had and he
respectedd them acuthe cut off the wicked
what did he do with them liehe did
with them as we do with some of the
wicked and that we do not do with a
great many others that estheyis they werevere
put in prison had ilehe a rightricht to do
that I1 think lieho had they were
his offspring I1 think liehe had the right
totd act according to the concounseliiselsei
of his own will at any rate he took
the liberty of doing it and who was
there to say why doest thou this 71

first he called upon themahern to forsake
their wickedness but they would not
and a whileawhile after ilehe destroyed them
had he a right to do it helie had and
liehe sent them to bell some people
talk about roasting there that is
something of mans getting up ilehe
sentpent them to prison and they were
confined there and when the proper
time came jesus when he was put to
death in flesh was quickened by
the spirit and went and preached to
those spirits that sometime were diso 1

bedient in the days of noah perhaps
they had timotime enough during their stay
to reflect upon their acts and to be-
come a little steadier and to reflect
upon god and illshis laws at any rate
jesus wenttent and preached to those
spirits in prison i

what then became of the inhabitants
of the world there were a few who
went through the narrow gate thatjesus spoke of and they were caucancaught

them and thefordthe lord
is taking care of them in his own way
they will be dealt with according to
illshis purposes and designs and be num-
bered among illsllis jewels the others
as I1 have said wereivere cast into arisoprison11

and there thetheythep remained about 2525002300
years it was a pretty longiong imprison-
ment still the lord had a right to
manipulate these things iias ilehe
pleased and liehe so manipulated them
and although this time seems vverycr
longletlongiong yet in the eternities to come itft
would only be a comparatively shorthort
periodperiodandand if they needed a schooling of
this kind ilehe as their father and crea-
tor was tilethe proper one to adjudge
their punishment

sometime after this there were cer-
tain cities that had become very cor-
rupt such as sodom and gomorrah
and the lord had a beckoningleckoning with
them handled them in his own way
accordiaaccording to illshis best judgmentludjud arment
abraham was a man who feared god
and godG oil saidsaldsaisal d shall I1 hidebide fromfrom abra-
ham that thinthing which I1 do so liehe
informed abraham about it abraham
plead with the lord why said liehe
lot lives down there a nephew of

mine and a pretty good sort of a man
and there may be a kneatgreat lauy others
the lord said if I1igindfindtind in sodom
alfniftyfiftyty righteousous within the city then I1
will spare all the place for their so kes 11

abraham however thought this was
more than he could pick out I1 ees
hect there was a crowd of mean

cusses anongabongahongabong them as we have
among us and finally the lord said
that ifIF ten righteous could be found
inlit the city he would not destroy it for
tens sake but ten righteous people
could found and thel afore the
city had to be destroyed what all
the people yes all the people but
before they were destroyed liehe sent
two angels and they brouchtbroughtbrou out lot
hhis1 s wwifeI1fe and daughters his wife was
a littleblittle tinctured with she
looked back and the scripscripturestures tellstells
us she was turned into apillaa pillar of salt
when they cot away brimstone and
forefire fell upon thethe cities of sodom ardand
gomorrah and destroyed them thus
the lord has taken the privilege in
many instances of correcting icanidan kind
he used thetiie children of israel to kill
the people0 I1c who dwelt in the land ofcatacaticanaan andnd directed them to spare
them not because of their wickedness
to cut them off root and branch ilehe
raised up one nation and put down an-
other and raised up one king and put
down abnotanotherher

there welwelee times when the iniquity
of these people was not yet full in
abrahabrahamsams day the lord told that pa-
triarch that he should go to his fathers
in peace but in the fourth genera-
tion hisllis posterity should come hither
againalnaan for the iniquity of the amoratesAmorites
is not yet full by the days of moses
they appear to have filled the cup of
their iniquity folfoi he enjoined upon
the israelites thou utterly des-
troy them as the lord thy god hath
commanded thee sotso that the lord
takes upon himself to manipulate the
nations according to the counsels of
his will and as they all of them
have to do with eternity as well as
time liehe adjudges them according to
the eternalct ernal lawslais and principles by

which ilehe is governed and hence we
arcare told that eternal punishment isgods punishment and everlasting
punishment is gods punishment thusthua
men and nations are adjudged by the
almighty according to the infinite and
eternal laws and principles which exist
in the heavens sandwithand with a reference to
eternal duration and not according to
the finite erratic and limited ideas of
men jonah was sent to the city of
ninevah to tell the people to repent
and that if they did not repent they
would all be destroyed but they lis-
tened to the voice of the prophetthey clothed themselves in sackcloth
and sat in ashes and repented before
the lord and then the lord forgave
them why was it that a great many
people were thus judijudgedred by the
almighty it was because of their
iniquity the same thing prevailed
upon this continent the spirit of
evalandevil and contention war and strife
existed among the ancient Jared ites
when they forsook their god and vio-
lated illshis laws they fought one with
another they were rhaddmaddenedened by fury
even that furyiuryf which was litrt up by the
fires of hell and by the spirit ot fiends
until they comcompletelyPlately destroyed one
another so it was with the Nephites
who had departed from the law of god
and tramptrampledled under foot hisbis ordi-
nances 1theyhey and the Lama were
stirred up one against another until atlast they gathered together thousands
and tens of thousands and hundreds of
thousands of fighting men they we e
four years5 earstars in gathering their armies
and they fought and shed blood and
spread destruction and death wherever
they went we can read the account
of itft in the book of mormon and I1
do not propose to repeat it here this
evening

now howbow is it pertaining to the last
days As it was in the days of noahso shall it be in the days of the coming
of the sontonhonbon of mannian As is was in thethot
days of lot so shall it also beanbein the
days of the i coming of the soni of
nianmun in what respect in the days
of noah did they have the gospel
preached unto them yes did the
people generally reject it yes did
the people gather together and build
up a zionwion yes how is it in these
days the lord has revealed his gos-
pel to us as he did to them liehe has
sent forth the words of life and is
sending them to the nations of
the earth hundreds of elders
are going todayto day and taking their
lives in belrbeirtheir hands and some of
them have to sacrifice their lives and
others in this land of liberty because
they will be virtuous and keep the
commands of god are todayto day welter-
ing in prison woe I1 to those who
have a hand in these things I1 tell
you and I1 tell them as a servant ofgod 1inn the name of god that ilehe will
be afteraftcr them and they shall suffer
worse than that which they inflict upon
innocent pure and virtuous mennow I1 bear testimony to this and you
will know it bhea it comes to pass
woeavoe to them that flnightfightht against Zzionionlon
for gadwillgod will tightnight against thernthem hypo-
crites who are wallowingwallow inalag in filthi-
ness corruption adultery fornication
auland deception in the name of virtue
are seeking to destroy a virtuous peo-
ple and those who dare honor and
obey the commandments of god

then in regard to the work in which
we are engagedeD will it go on I1 tell
yyou it wilf will zion be built up I1toutellteli11 you it will will the zion that
enoch build up descend it most as-
suredly wilwllwillandlandlaud this that we are build-
ing up will ascend and the two will
meet and the peoples thereof will fall
on each others necks and embrace
each other so says the word of god
to us will we go on with ourour work
wittiwith the help of the lord wpwo will he
has told us to do a work and we will
ttry to carry it out we of the firstpresidency we of the twelve we of
the seventies we of the elders we of
the highhiah priests we of the presidents
of stakes we ol01of the bishops and we
of the holy priesthood in all its vari-
ous forms by the help of the lord
we will try first to purify ourselves
to purify our households to get rid oiof
covetousness deception and fraudfraudofdotof
every kind to act honorably beforegod and before all men andanit to love
not thelne world nor the things thatthatareare
tnhi the world for if any man love the
world the love of the father is not in
him anything that we may have or
possesspossess comescome8 from god and if we
are exalted if weve possess the good
ththingsn of the world which I1 telltel you
inithe name of israels godbegod we shshallshaila 1

in spite of all men and all their iinflu-
ences

fl u
for the people of zion will be

the richest ot0 all people this is in
accordance with the scriptures tilethescriptures tell us for brass I1 will
bring gold and for iron I1 will bring
silver and for wood brass and for
stones luoniron I1 wuiwill also make thy onni
cers peace and thine exactors righte-
ousnessousness violence shall no more be
heard in the nor destruc-
tion within thy borders 7

the lord has gathered us totogetherether
that we may learn illshis law that we
maybemay be instructed in the principles af
truth righteousness and virtue that
we may be prepared to honor and
magnify our calling and glorify our
god

well what would you have us do
when men arearc so corrupt when it is
elouenoughh fortor a inanman here because he has
the Kkindnessedness to take some chickens fonfor
a poor woman to sell for her when
that is enough evidence to convict him
that hebe is an adulterer and must be
placed under bonds and subjected to
trial and punishment whatwhit do they
do with ttheirheir christian whores that
they have in our midst where do
they come from they are not our iliin

but they are protected


