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WE hear a great many things associa-
ted with the Chuarch and Kingdom of
God in which, asa people, we are very
much interested.

We meet together, from time to time,
* to sing, to pray,to speak,to hear and to
attend to the various duties and res-
ponsibliities that devolve upon us. We
are taucht of things pertaining to time
and things pertainingz to eternity, and
perhaps we are more favored—well,
there is no perhaps about it—we are
more favored thain any other people
that dwell upon the face of the whole
earth. We have been gathered to-
gether from among the nations of the
earth in order that we may be instruc-
ted in the laws of God and in the
principles of truth anc life, that we
mav be able fo comprehend our rela-
tionship to our Heavenly Father, to
His SondJesus Christ,to the Priesthood
that exists in the heavens, and to the
inhabitants of the earth by whom we
are surrounded and among whom we
dwell.

There is something very peculiar
about the position which we eccupy
among the nations of tha earth. e
have not received any of the intelli-
gence which we possess from these
nations, with the exception of some
matters pertaining to science, to art,
and the common education of the day.
But as regards our religions princi-
ples we are not indebted to any men
who live upon the earth for them.
These principles eminated from God.
They were given by revelation, and if
we have a First Presidency, if we have
Hizh Priests, if we have Seventies, if
we have Bishops, Elders, Priests and
Teachers, if we have Stake and other
organizations, we have received them
all from God. If we have Temples, if
we administer in them, it is because
we have received instruction in rela-
tion thereto from the Lovd. If we
know anything pertainingto the future,
it comes from Him, and 1n fact we live
in God, we move ia God, and from
Him we derive our being. Men gener-
ally will not acknowledse this, but we
as Latter-day Saints believe in these
truths. Notone of us could have en-

tered this house this evenine without

being sustained oy the power of God.
Not one of us could leave tnis house
without guidance, strenceth and power
from Him to accomplish it. We have
been taucht to believe that He is the
Creator of all things visible and invis-
ible, whether they be thingsin the hea-
vens or on the earth, whether they be-
long to this world or other worlds,
and that there is an allwise, all power-
ful Being, who controls, manipulates
and manages all the affairs of the hu-
man family, and this is true whether it
relates to the world in which we live,
to the heavens that are above us, or Lo
other worlds by which we are sur-
roanded. It relates to our bodies and
to our spirits and to all things associa-
ted therewith. Hence we are very de-
pendent beings. In the organiza-
tion of man, in the organization of this
earth, and in the orgauization of the
heavens, there were certain things de-
siened by the Almighty to be carried
out, and that will be carried out ac-
cording to the purposes of the Most
High, which things were known to Him
trom the beginning. There exists all
manner of curious opinions about God,

and many peopie think it impossible:

for Him to take cognizance of all men,
but that is very easily done. 1If I had
time to enter into this subject alone I
could show you upon scientific princi-
ples that man himself is a self regis-
tering machine, his eyes, his ears, his
nose, the " touch, the taste, and
all the various senses of the body,
are. so many media whereby man
lavs up for himself a record which per-
haps nobody else is acquainted with
but himself, and when the time comes
for that record to be unfolded all men
hat have eyes to see, and ears to hear,
will be able to read all things as God
himself reads them and comprehends
them, and all things, we are told, are
naked and open betore Him with whom
we have todo. We are told in
relation to these matters that
the hairs of our heads are num-
bered; that even a sparrow can-
not fall to the ground without oaur
Heavenly Father’s notice; and predi-
_cated upon some of these prirciples
are some things taught by Jesus,where
He tells men to ask and they shall re-
ceive. What! the millions that live
upon the earth? Yes, the millions of
eople, no matter how many there are.
&m He hear and answer all? Can He
attend to all these things? ¥es. *“*Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye
shall find; knock,and1t shall be opened
unto you. For every one that asketh
receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth;
“"and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened.”’ 1t is difficult for men to
comprehend some of these things, and,
-as  they cannot comprehend them
they begin to think they are all
nonsensc—that is,many do—and,hence,
infidelity and skepticism prevail toa
oreat extent. A great many strange
notions are entertained in regard to
God and His dealings with humanity.
This is because men do not understand
the things of God. I, read in one of
our papers a short time ago that there
was some kind of a commission going
to meet—some two or three professors
or scientists, men who are supposed to

| formed man according

| flesh.

possesesTsuperior intellignce—to ex-
amine th e manuscript offthe Book of
Mormon to find out whether it was true
or not, and 1 suppose if these people
—especially if they should be pious
men, possessing a little learning and
science—should come out and say the
Book of Mormon was not true, we all
of us should have to lay it aside,
should we not? This te meis the veri-
¢st nonsense, It would not make one
hair’'s weight difference with us

' whether su{?h a commission should de-

cide that the ook of Mormon is right
or wrong. 1f thev decide that it is
true it will net increase our faith in it;
if they decide that 1t 1s not true it will
not decrease our faith it. Yet these are
ideas that men entertain,

Speaking upon this point I am re-
minded of an incident that took place
anumberof years azo. Several promin-

1 ent European scientists called upon ine,

and they talked a little upon our religi-
ous principles. Then they asked me if
I was acquainted with the advanced
ideas in regard to geology. I told
them I knew a little about them from
what 1 had read. **What do you think,”
said one of them to me, *‘of these
views as compared with the scriptural
account of the creation of the world?”’
“Well,” said I, **the great difficulty is
that men do not understand the Scrip-
tures.” They could not see any dif-
culty on that ground, for they all had
their eves to see, and they had an un-
derstanding of words, languages, etc.
“Well,”> said I, “*we won’t go through
the whole Bible, for that is quite a
large book; but 1 will take one or two
of the first lines in the Bible. ‘In the
beginning (God created the heaven
and the earth.” Will you please tell
me when the beginning was?”? “We
don’t know.” **When you find that
out,”’ said I,**then I will tell you when
the world was created.” A good many
other things transpired associated
with this interview that I do not wish
now to repeat. Suflice it to say that
hefore they got through one of them
said:—*I have read a good deal, I have
studied a good deal, I find I have a
good deal more to read and study yet.”
I thought so too. [ thought if men
could not understand the first two
lines of the Bible 1t would be quife a
task to teach them the whole of it.

+ In regard to the work in which we
are engaged, as 1 said before, and as
vou have heard over and over again, it
emanated from God, and all the prin-
ciples pertaining to it came from Him.
Weaalk sometimes about this work and
how it is going to be accomplished.
The work we are enzaced in is the
work of God. If it is accomplished it
will be accomplished by the power of
God, by the wisdom of God, by the in-
tellicence of God, and by the Priest-
hood that dwells with the Gods in the
eternal worlds, together with that
which He bas conferred npon His peo-
ple here upon the earth, and not by
any other power or influence in exist-
ence. - We talk of a Zion that is to be
built up. If a Zion is ever built up on
this earth it will have to be under the
&Jidnnce and direction of the Almighty.,

e talk about a Church that is te be
built up and purified. If it is ever
built up and puritied it will be under
the influence of the gift of the Holy
Ghost, the power of God manifested
among His people, whereby iniquity
will be rooted out, righteousness sus-
tained, the principles of truth ad-
vapced, honor, integrity, truth and
virtue maintgined, and hypocrisy, evil,
erime and corruption of every kind be
rooted out. That will have to be done
by the aid and under the guidance of
the Almichty, There 18 no man living
in and of himself can guide the ship
of Zion or rezulate the affairs of the
Church and Kingdom of God unaided
by the Spirit of God, and hence He
has organized the Church as He has
with all the various quorums and or-
canizations as they exist to-day. Who
can boast or has anything to say in
relation to these things? No man liv-
ing, no man that has lived. If Joseph
Smith knew anything about these
things it was because God revealed it,
and He has revealed many great and
precious principles in which the chil-
dren of men are interested pertaining
to this world and to the next, pertain-
ing to the living and the dead, pertain-
ing to time and eternity, and pertain-
ingto all things associated with the
happiness and exaltation of man. All
these things emanated from God. And
if Brigham Young knew anythine he
received his intelligence from God and
from the Prophet of God, and if any
of us know anything we have received
it from the same saurce. We are toid
that He is in all things, through all
things and about all things, and by
Him all thin<s exist. He 1s the light
of the sun and the power thereof by
which it was made: the licht of the
moon and the power thereof by which
it was made; and the lizht of the
stars and the power thereof by which
they were mades and it is the same
light that enlizhteneth the understand-
inr of man. This may seem stranwve
doctrine to some. We have been taught
to believe that there was a .difference
between mental and visual lizht; never
theless the above statement is philo-
sophically true.

In rezard to the earth is it the
Lord’s? Yes. We are told that He
made it, that He created all things,
visible and invisible, whether peitain-
ing to the earth or to the heavens. And
where did man originate? As we read
it, he orizinated also from God. Who
to the Bible
record? The Lord. Whence came our
spirits? Wo are told that God is the
(God and Father of the spirits of all
Then He of course is interest-
ed in the welfare of all flesh and all

people of ull languaves, of all tongues,
of every color, and of every clime,
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That is the way that I understand these
things. Owur spirits are eternal and
emanate from God. So we, as a peo-
ple, have always understood and do
understand to-day. We possess our
bodies also, and they also emanated
from God. The Bible tells us some-
thing in relation to these matters in
tracing out genealogies, Who was
Seth? Hewas theson of Adam. Who
was Adam? The son of God, Inan-
other place we are told that ‘‘all we
are His offspring’”’—that is, according
tntgmt., we are all the offspring of
(zod. ' .

Now, this earth was formed for a
certain purpose, and man was also
formed for a certain purpose. And
there are certain principles laid down
—you will find them in the Bible, in
the Book of Mormon, in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, and in the
various revelations that God has made
throuzh His servants—there are cer-
tain principles laid down indicating
that there are different grades of men

ossessing varied powers and privi-
eges, and that these men have to pass
through a certain ordeal—called by
many a probation—that is, that we are
here in a probationary state, in a state
of trial; and that as men live and act,
according to the intelligence they are
in possession of,—the privileges which
they enjoy, and the deeds that they
perform, whether for good or evi
there will be a time of udgment, and
that there will be a separation of these
various peoples according to the way
inwhich they have lived and acted here
upon the earth. Hence Paul tells us
that there are bodies celestial and
bodies terrestrial, that ‘there is one
gloryof the sun, another of the moon,
and another of the stars, and as one
star differeth from another star in

rection. Joseph Smith, in speaking
on the same subject, tells us that there
are bodies celestial, bodies terrestrial,
and bodies telestial, which agrees pre-
cisely with the remarks made by Paul,
only in other language. Thus there
are many curious things associated
with our existence here upon the
earth, which the natural man does not
and cannot comprehend. No man can
know the things of God but by the
Spirit of God.

Now, then, on this earth — which
we call the Lord’s vineyvard—He has
sent forth His servants from time to
time to gather people into His fold, to
gather out a few here and a few there
who would be prepared to act and op-
erate with Him, and then, generally,
these have been a comparatively small
namber. Jesus said when He was
upon the earth: “Wiue is the gate,and
broad is the way, that leadeth to des-
truction, and many there be who. go in
thereat: Because strait 1s the gate, and
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it.”
And 1t would seem, according to the
testimonies we have both in the Bible
and in the Book of Mormon, that the
Lord has taken great pains in different
ages of the world to send forth His
servants to preach the Gospel to the

cople. We find this especially so in

\oah’s day, and in the days of knoch,
There was a remarkable work per-
formed then according to the revela-
tions which have been given to us,
which will be more fully developed
when the Lord shall see fit to reveal
other things associated therewith.
But we learn that there was a Church
organized about as ours may be; we
learn that they went forth and
preached the Gospel; we learn that
they were gatherea together to a place
called Zion; we learn that the people
of Zion were under the guidance, di-
rection and teaching of the Almighty:
in order that they mi%ht be prepare
for another Zion in the grand drama
associated with the dealings of God
and His purposes pertaining to this
earth and the heavens. We read that
they walked witk God for 365 years.
We are told in the Bibie a little short
story aboat it, becanse it was one of
those things that it was not necessary
that everybody shounld know.. We are
told that**Enoch walked with God,and
was not, for God took him.” But
there was more about it than that.
Enoch preached the Gospel to the peo-
ple and so di1l hundreds of Elders as
they are doing to-day, and they gath-
ered the pevple together and built u
a Zion to the Lord, and when Enoc
was not, but was caught up, Enoch’s
city was not, but was canght up, and
there were certain things associated
therewith that are very pecu-
liar. Why were they taken away
fromn the earth? Because of |the cor-
ruuvtions of men, because of the wick-
edies~ of men, because mankind had
forsaken God and become as broken
cisterns that*could hold no water, be-
cause they, were not fulfilling the mea-
sure of tueir creation, and because it
was not  proper that they should live
and perpetuate a race that was so
corrupt and abominabie., Dut before
this was done, the righteous, the vir-
tuous, the honorable, the pure, the up-
right were gathered together, and
taught and instructed in the thinzgs of
God. Aud what came next? Why,the
destruction of the world. It was
overflowed, weread, by tie flood.
What! And all the people destroved?
Yes, except a very few, according to
the statements we have, “Well,’’ say
some of our wise men, **was not that
eruel to destroy so many people?’? Per-
haps it would be according to your
ideas, but it was not according to the
Lord’s ideas;because He looked upon
men as immortal beings. These men
were accountable to their Maker, they
had a dual existance, they were asso-
ciated with time and with ecternity,
and we might go still farther and say
they were associated with the past

the present and the future, and .the

glory, so shall it also be in the resur-

—

Lord as a great cosmogonist took in
the various stages of mans existenceand
operated for the general benefit of the
whole, But was it not cruel to destroy
them? Ithink God understoed pre-
cisely what He was doing. They were
his ﬂﬁslg)rmg, and He knowine things
better than they did, and they having
placed themselves under the power
and dominjon of Satan, He thought
they had better be removed and another
class of men introduced. Why? There
were other persons concerned besides
them. There were n illions of spirits
inthe eternal worlds who would EEI‘iﬂk
from being contaminated by the wick-
ed and corrnpt, the debauchee, the
dishonest,the frandulent,the hypocrite,
and men who trumpled upon the or-
dinances of God. It might seem harsh
for these men to be swept off from
the face of the earth and not allowed
to perpetuate their species thereon:
but what about the justice of forcing
these pure spirits to come and inhabit
tabernacles begotten by debauched
corrupt reprobates, the lmmagination
of whose heart was only evil and that
continually—what about them? Had
they no rights that God was bound to
respect? Certainly. they had, and He
respected them, He cut off the wicked.
What did He do with them? He did
with them as we do with some of the
wicked, and that we do not do with a
great many others—that is, they were
put in prison. Had He a right todo
that? I think He had. They were
His offspring, I think He had the richt
to act according to the connsel
of His own will. = At any rate He took
the liberty of doing it. And who was
there to say ‘‘Why doest thou this?”
First He called upon them to forsake
their wickedness, but they would not,
and a while after He destroyed them.
Had He a right to do it? He had and
He sent them to hell. Some people
talk about roasting there. That 1s
something of man’s getting up. He
sent them to prison, and they were
confined there, and when the proper
time came, Jesus, when He was put to
death in thet fles y was quickened by
the Spirit and went and preached to
those spirits that sometime were diso-
bedient in the days of Noah. Perhaps
they had time enough during their stay
to reflect upon their acts, and to be-
come a little steadier, and to reflect
upon God and His laws, At any rate
Jesus went and preached to those
spirits in prison. .

What then became of the inhabitants
of the world? There were a few who
went; through the narrow gate that

Jesus spoke of, and they were caucht

upand Zion with them, and the Lord
is taking care of them in His own way.
They will be dealt with according to
His purposes and designs and be num-
bered among His jewels. The others
as I have said, were cast inte prison

and there they remained about 2500
years. It wasa pretiy long imprison-
ment. Still the Lord hada rizht to
manipulate these things as He
pleased, and He so manipulated them,
and although this time seems ver

long yet in the eternities to come it
would only be a comparatively short
period ;and if they needed a schooling of
this kind He, as their Father and Crea-
tor, was the proper one to adjudge
their punishment,

Sometime after this there were cer-
tain cities that had become very cor-
rupt, such as Sodom and Gomorrah,
and the Loird had a ireckoning with
them, handled them in His own way
according to His best judgement.
Abraham was a man who feared God,
and God said: **Shall I hide from Abra-
ham that thing which I do.” So He
informed Abraham aboutit. Abraham
plead with the Lord, “Why,” said He
*‘I.ot lives down there, a nephew of
mine, and a pretty good sort of a man,
and there may be a r[.,-'freaté many others.”
The Lord said: *‘If I 'find in Sodom
ﬁft{ righteous, within the city, then I
will spare all the place for their sokes.”
Abraham, however, thought this was
more than he could pick out. I ex-
pect there was a crowd of mean
*‘cusses” ahong them as we have
among us. And finally the Lord said
that if ten righteous could be found
in the city, he would not desiroy it for
ten’s sake. But ten righteous people
conld not be found, and theiefore the
city had to be destroyved. What! All
the people? Yes, all the people. But
before they were destroyed He scnt
two angels and they brought out Lot,
his wife and dauvghters. His wife was
a little tinctured with gentilism: she
looked back, and the Scriptares tells
us she was turned into a pillar of salt.
When they got away brimstone and
fire fell upon the cities .of Sodom and
Gomorrah and destroyed them. Thaus
the Lord has taken the privile in
many instances of correcting irankind.
He used the children of Israel to kill
the people who dwelt in the land of
Canaan, and directed them to spare
them not, because of their wickedness,
to cut them off root and branch. He
raised up oné¢ nation and putdown an-
other, and raised up one king and put
down another,

There were tuimes when the iniguity
of these people was not yet full. In
Abraham’s day the Lord told that Pa-
triarch that he shouid go to his fathers
in peace, but in the fourth gemera-
tion his posterity should *“‘come hither
again: for the in ?uity of the Amorites
is not yet full;’? by the days of Moses
they appear to have filled the cup of
their iniquity, for he enjoined upon
the Israelites ‘“‘thou shalt utterly des-
troy them,’’ ‘*as the Lord thy God hath
commanded thee.”’ So that the Lord
takes upon Himself to manipulate the
pations aceording to the counsels of
His own will, and as they all of them
have to do with eternity as well as
time He adjudges them according to
the cternal laws and principles by

which He is governed; and hence we
are told that eternal punishment 1s
God’s punishment, and everlasting
punishment is God’s punishment, thus
men and nations are adjudged by the
Almighty according to the infinite and
eternal laws and principles which exist
in the heavens, and with a reference to
eternal duration and not according to
the finite, erratic and limited ideas of
men. Jonah was sent to the city of
Ninevah to tell the people to repent,
and thatif they did not repent they
would all be destroyed. But they lis-
tened to the voice of the Prophet.
They clothed themselves in sackeloth
and sat in ashes and repented before
the Lord, and then the Lord forgave
them. Why was it that a great many
people were thus ﬁudg&d by the
Almighty? It was because of their
iniquity, The same thinog prevailed
upon this continent, The spirit of
evil and contention, war and strife,
existed among the ancient Jaredites
when they forsook their God and vio-
Jated His laws. They tought one with
another. They were maddened by fury,
even that fury which was lit up by the
fires of hell and by the spirit of fiends,
until they completely destroyed one
another. So it was with the Nephites
who had dei)arted from the law of God
and trampled under foot His ordi-
nances. Theyand the Lamanites were
stirred up one against another until at
last they gathered together thousands
and tens of thousands and hundreds of
thousands of fighting men—they we: e
four years in gathering their armies
and they tought and shed blood and
spread destruction and death wherever
they went. We can read the account
of it in the Book of Mormon, and I
do not propose Lo repeatit here this
evening.

Now, how is it pertaining to the last
days? As it was in the days of Noah
80 shall it be in the days of the coming
of the Son of Man., As is was in «the
days of Lot so shall it also bein the
days of the  coming of the Son) of
Man. - In what redpect? In the days
of Noah did they have the Gospel
preached unto them? Yes, Did the
people generally reject it? Yes. Did
the people gather together and build
up a Zion? Yes, How is it in these
days? The Lord has revealed hiis Gos-
pel to us as He did to them. He has
sent forth the words of life and is
sending them to the nations of
the earth. Hundreds of Elders
are gaing to-day and taking their
lives in their hands, and some of
them have to sacrifice their lives; and
others, in this lJand of liberty, because
they will be virtuous and keep the
commands of God, are to-day welter-
ing in prison. Woe! to those who
have a hand in these things. [ tell
you and I tell them, as a servant of
Gxod, in the name of God, that He will
be alter them, and they shall suffer
worse than that which they inflict upon
innocent, pure and virtuous men.
Now, I bear testimony to this, and you
will kKirow it whern it comes to pass.
Woe! to them that fight against Zion,
for God will fight against them—hypo-
crites! who are wallowing in {fiithi-
ness, corruption, adultery, fornication
aud deception, in the name of virtue
are seeking to destroy a virtuous peo-
ple and those who dare honor and
obey the commandmenss of God.

Then, in regard to the work in which
we are eni:aged. Will it goon? I tell
you it will. Will Zion be built up? I
tell you it will. Will the Zion that
Enoch build up descend? 1t most as-
suredly will,and this that we are build-
Ing up will ascend, and the two will
meet and the geuples thereof will fall
on each other’s necks and embrace
each other. Sosays the word of God
tous. Will we goon with our work?
Witnh the help of the Lord we will. He
bas told us to do a work, and we will
try to carry it out—we of the First
Presidency, we of the Twelve, we of
the Seventies, we of the Elders, we of
the High Priests, we of the Presidents
of Stakes, weé of the Bishops, and we
of the l-lﬂ'ly Priesthood in all its vari-
ous forms. Dy the help of the Lord
we will try, first, to purify ourselves,
to purify our households, to get rid of
covetouiness, deception and fraud of
every kind, to act honorably before
God and before all men, and to love
not the world nor the things that are
m the world; for if any man love the
world the love of the Father is not in
him. Anything that we may have or
possess comes from God; and if we
are exalted, if we possess the good
things of the world—which I tell you
in the name of Israel’s God we shall,
in spite of all men and all their influ-
ences, for the people of Zion will be
the richest of all people. This is in
accordance with the Scriptures. The
Scriptures tell us: **For brass I will
bring gold, and for iron I will bring
silver, and for wood bress, and for
stones iron: I will also make thy ofti-
cers peace and thine exactors righte-
ousness. Vielence shall no more be
heard in the land,wasting nor destruc-
tion within thy borders.”’

" The Lord has gathered us together
that we may learn His law; that we
may be instructed in the principles of
truth, righteousness and virtue; that
we may b to 1

! e Jpre d 1onor and
Egﬁmir our ca.llﬂf;eﬂnd glorify our

Well, what would you have us do
when men are so corrupt—when it is
enouzh tor a man here, because he has
the kindness to take so me chickens for
a poor weman to sell for her—when
that is enough evidence to conviet him
that he is an . adulterer and must be
placed under bonds and subjected to
trial and punishment. What do they
do with their Christian whores that
they have in our midst? Where do
they come from? They are not our in-

stitution, But they are protected,



