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Fmlgrant Ald Company; alsoy a description of Kansas for
the Information of emiersnts,

Truﬂ-[fﬂ"—-iml}l A. Lawrence, Blm{I“i J. M. 8. Wil-
Hams, Cambridge; Ell Thayer, Worcester,

Treasurer—Amos A. Lawrence, Boston,

Seretary—Thomas H. W--bh, Boston.

For the purposo of answ ring numerous commmunieatlons
concerning the plan of oprration: of the Emigrant Airi{
Company, and the resonrces of Kansas Territory, which it
i1 proposed now to seltle, the secretary of the company
hias deemead it expediont to publish the following definite
Information in regard to this particular;—

For these purposes, it is recommended:—1st, that the
Trustoes contract immedia ¢ly with some one of the com-
peting lines of travel for the conveyance of 20,000 per-

the unmistakeable Indications of thelr detrrmined hos-
Ltility to the domestic institutions of that State excited
apprehensions that the object of the company was to
abolitlonize Kansus ag a means for prosecuting a rejent-

1
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S,
all other persons 670 votes; and yn the same page is the
following entry:—

' «ppceEMBER 5y 1854,
On examining and collating the returns, J. W. Whit-

Iess warfare upon the lnstitutions of slavery within the | fiekl, deelared by the Governor to be duly elected delegate
limits of Missouri. These apprehensions increased and | to the House of Representatives of the VUnited States, and

' spread with the progress of events, until they became 1he

gseltled convictions of the people of that portion of the
Siate most exposed to the danger by thelr proximity 1o
the Kansas borders The wpatural conseguence was that
immediate steps were taken Ly the people of the western
countics of Missouri to stimulate, organize and carry into
effuct 4 syst m of emigration slmilar to that of the Mas=a-
chus=elis Emigrant Ald Company, for thie avowed purpose
of counteracting the effects and protecting thomselves

sons from Massachuseits to that place in the West which | and their domestie Institutions from the conseéquences of

the Trustees shall select for thelr first settlement.

It i3 recommended that the company?s agents locate and
take up for the company’s benefit the sections of lund in
which the boarding houses and mills are located. and no
others. Aud rurthar, whenever the Territory shall be or-
vanized as a free State, the Trastees shall dispose of all
its interests there, replace by the sales the money lald out,
declare a dividend te the stockholders, and

That they then s¢lect 2 new field and make similar ar-
rangements for the settlement and organization of anuth-
er free State of this Unlon.

With the advantages attained by such a srystem of ef-

fort, the Territory selected as the scene of operations,
would, it is believed, be-fllled np with rree Inhabitants,
There is reason to suppose several thousand men of New
England origin propose to emlzrate nnder the anspices of
some such arrang*ment this very summer. Of the whole
emigration from Eorape, amounting to some 400,000 per-
sans, there can be no diMcully In inducing some 30,000 or
40,000 to tnke the s:me direction. Especially will it
prove an advantage to Ma:sichusetts, if she create the
new Stule by her foresight, supply the necessities of its
Inhabitants, and open In the outset eommunications be-
tween their homes and her ports and factories.

It determines in the richt way the institations of the
nnactiled Territories, in loss time than the discus<lon of
them has regnired in Congress.

Having thus se- ured from the State of Massachus“t!s
the color of legal nuthority to sanction their proceedings in
perversion of the plain provisions f an aet of Congress
passed In pursuance of the constitution, the company
commenced its oparations by receiving subscriptions to its
capital stock and ex rting its whaole power ta harmonize,
combine and direct, in the chanuel it should mark out. all
the e¢lements of opposition to the principles of the Kan-
sas-Nebraska act. The plan adopted was to make it the
interest of a larga body of men who sympathlzed with
tiaem In the objecta of the corporatien to receive thelrald
and protectlon, and under the auspices of the company to
procesd te Kansis and acquire whatever re idence and do
whatever acts might be found neeessary to enable them
to vote at the electlons, and throngh the ballet bex if pos-
#ible to gain control over the legislation of the Territory.
Thit movement jx justified by those who orlginated and
control the plan, upon the ground that the persons whom
they sent to Kansas were free men, who, under the cen-
stitution and Jaws.-hnud a perfect right to emigrate to
Kansas or to any other Teriitory, that the net of emigra-
tion was entirely voluntary on their part. and when they
arrived in the Territory as actual settlers they hai as goosd
A rieht as any other citizens to vote at the elections and
participate In the control of the guvernment of the Terri-
tory. This would, undoubitediv, bodruo In a case of ordi-
nary emigration, such as has flled up our new Stetes and
Territorlise—where each Individual has gone on his own
account to Imprave his condition and that of his family.
Bat it Is.a very ditferent thing where a State creates a
vart moneyed corporation for the purpose of controlling
the domestic institutions of a distinet political com-
munity, fitteen hundred miles distant, and sendg out the
emigrants oniy as a means of accomplishing Its para
mount pelitical olijects. When a powerful corporation,
with a capital of five milllons of dollars invested in honses
and lands, In morchandise, and mills, in cannon and rifles,
In powder and lead, in all the implements of art, agricul-
trre and wary, and employing a corresponding number of
men, all under the management and control of non-resi-
dent directors and stockholders, who are anthorized by
their charter to vote by proxy to the extent of fifly votes
each, enterg a distant and sparsely settled Territory with
the fixed pnrpose of wiclding all its power to contrel the
domestic institutions and political destinies of the Ter-
ritory, it becomes a question of fearful import how far
the operations of the company are compaltible with the
rights and liberties of the perople,

Whatever may be the extent or limit of Congreesional
authority over the Territorles, It ie clear that no individu-
&l Btate has the rizht to pass any law, or anthorize any
act councerning or affecting the Territories, which it might
not enact In reference to any other Stats,

It the people of any State should become so much en-
amoved with their own peculiar institutions as to conceive
the philanthrople scheme of forcing so great a blessing
on their unwilling neighbore, and with that view shonid
ereate a mammoth moneved corporation _for the avowei
purpose of sending a sufficient number of taeir young
men into the neighboring State, to remain long enongh
to mequire the right of voting, with the fixed and para-
mount object of revarsing the settled polley and changing
the domestie institutlons of such State, would it not be
deemed an act of aggression as off-nsive and flagrant as
if attempted by, direct and apen violence? It is a well
settlsd principl® of constitutional law in this conutry that
while all the States of the Pulon are united in one for
certaln purposes, yet each State, in regpect to every-
thing which affcts its domestic policy and internal con-
cerng, stunds In the relation of a foreign Bower to gvery
vither State.

Hence no State has a right to paes any law, or do or
authorize any act with the view to influence or change
the domeslic policy of anv other State or Territary of the
Unlon more than it would with reference 1o France or
Eogland, or any other forelen State with whiclh we are at
prace, Indeed, every State of this Union 1s under higher
obligations to observe a frirndly ferbearamce and Fener=
gus comity towards each other member of the confedera-
¢y than *ha law of nations can impnse on foreign States.
While foreign States ar« vastrained from all acts of ag-

gresmex and unkindness only by that epi=t of cunity
which.the laws of nations enjuln upen an wicndly powers,
we have assnmed the additional obligation to obey the!
constitution, which secures to every State the richt to
control its own internal affalrs. If repugnance to domes-
Ho slavery can Justify Massachusetts in corperating a
mammaoth company to intluence and control that ques-
tom In any Stute or Territory of this Union, the same
principle of action would authorize France or Eagland to
use the same means to sccomplish the same end fu Braz!)

or Ouda, or in firteen States of this Union, while it would§ o ipe vuters, and one tally Het, and oue certificats of re-

license the United States to interfire with serfdom i
Russia, or Pulygamy in Turkey, or any other obnoxions
fustitution in any part of the worid. The same principle |
of action, when sanctioned by our example, would nu-i
thorize all the kingdoms, and empires, and despotisms
in the world to engage In a common crusade against re-
vublicanism.n America, as an in<titution gnite as obnnx-
lous to them as domestic slavery i8 to any portion of the
peuple of the United States. If our obligations arising
under the laws of nations are eo Imperative as to make
1t our duty to enact nentrality 1aws and exert the whole
power and authority of the executive branch of the L9
eriment, including the army and navy, to enforce them
In restraining our citizens from intertering with the inter-
n4l eonceérns of foreign States, can the obligation of
each State and Territory of this Unlon be less lmperative
uider the federal constitution to observe entire nentrali-
ty in respeci to the domestlc institutiong of the several
Stutes and Territories? None nterterence with the {nter-
nal concerns of other States !s reeognizad by all civiliznd |
cauntries as a fundamental principle of the law of na-
tiowg, for the reason th it the peace of the wutld conid not
Le maintained for a single duy without it,

How, then, can we hope Lo preserve peace and fraler-
pal fealivg among the different portions of this republic
uniess we yield implicit ‘obadiencs to a pringiple which
bas a'l the sanetion of patriotic duty as well as constito-
tional obligations?

When the emigrants sent out hy the Massachusetis
Emigrant Ald Company, and their sMijated societies,
passed through the State of Missouri In large numbers on
{beir way to Xansar, the viclence of thelr langgage end

that company?®s operations.

The material difference n the character of the two
rival and contlicting movements consists in the fact that
the one had it= origin in an aggressive and the other in a
defensive polley—the one organized in pursuance of the
provisiong, and claiming to act under the authority of a
legislative enactment of a distant State, whose Internal
prosperity and domestic seeurity did not depend upon
the success of the movementy, while the other was the
spontaneons action of the people living In the Immediate
vicinity of the theatre of operations, exclied by a sense
of common danger to the necéssity of protecting thelr
own fircsides from the-apprehended horrors of servile
insurrection and jntestine war,

Fach party conceiving it to be esgentlal to the snccess
of their respective plens that they shoald be npon the
ficld of operations prior to the first election in the Terri-
tory, selected principally young men—persons unincums-
bered by families, and whose conlitlons in life enabled
them to leave at a moment’s warning, and move with
great celerity, to go at once and seliet and occupy the
most eligible s'tes anl favored locations in the Territory,
lo be held by themselves and their associates who should
follow them. For the snceessful prosecntion of such a
scheme the Missonrians, who lived in the immediate vicin-
ity, posses<ed pecullar advantages over thelr rivals from
the remote portlons of the Unlon,

Each family could send one of its members across the
line to make out his elatm, erect a4 cabin and pat Iu a
small erop, sufficlent to give him as valid a right to be
deemed an actual settler and qualified voter as those who
were being Imported by the Emigrant Ald Socleties.

In an unocenpled Territory, where the lands have not
been surveyed, and there were no lines or “marks to Indi-
cate the boundarles of sections and quarter sectiong, and
whers no legal title conld be had nntll after the surveys
should be made, disputes, quarrels, violence and Llood-
shed might have bcen expected as the natural and ine-
vitable conscquences of such extraordinary systems of
emigration, which divided and arrayved the settlers into
two greatl hostile parties, each having an inducement to
clalmm more than was his right In order to hold it for
Fome new comer of his own pariys and at the same time
prevent persons belonging to the opposite parly from set-
tling in the neighborhowl.

As a result of this state of things, the great mass of
emigrants from the Northwest, snd from other States,
who went there on their own aecount, with ne other ob-
Jeety and Infinenced by no other motive, than to Improve
thelr condition and secnre good homes ror thelr families,
were compelicd to array themselves inder the banner of
one of these hostile partiesy in order to insure protection
to themselves and thelr claims against the aggression and
vielence of the other.

At the fivet election held in the Territory, on the 29th |

day of November, 1854, for a delegate to Congress, J, W,
Whitfleld was chogen by an overwhelming majority,
having recelved the votes of men of all parties who were
In favor of the principles of the Kunsas-Nebraska aet,
and apposed to placing the political destinies of the Terrd-
tory in the keening or the abolition pariv of the Northern
States, to be managed through the machinery of their
Emigrant Ald Companies,

No =oontr was the resuit of the election known than the
defeated party proclalmed thronghout the length and
breadth of the republic that it had been produced by the
invasion of the Territory by a Misconri mob, which had
overawed and outnumbered and outvoted the bona fide
gettlers of the Territory.

By reference to the executive Jonrnal of the Territory,
which will be found in the papers furnished by tive Presi-
dent of the United States, In response to a call of the
Senate, it will be found that Gov. Reeder, in obedicnee to
what he considersd to be a duty enjoined on him by the
act of Congress, organizing the Territory, on the 10ih day
of November, 1854, issued a proclamation, 1 reseribing the
fimey place and mode of holding the election, and appoint-
ing by name three citizens of the Territory, reslding In
each election distr'et to conduet the election in such dis-
trict, together with the following oath, which was taken
by the Judges betore entering un their duties, to wit:—

“We do severally swear that we will perform our dutles
ns Judges of the Election, to be held this day, in the —
district of the Territory ot Kansas, to the best of our
Judement and ability; that we will keep a correct and
faithful record or 1ist of perrons who shall vote at rald
eleciion: that we will poll no tieket from any person who
is not an actual boa fide resident and inhabitant of said
Territory on the day of election, and whom we shall not
honestly belleve tp ba a qualificd voler, according to the
pet of Congress organizing said Territory; that we will
reject the votes of all and every non resident whom we
shall believe to have coma into the Territory for the mere
purpose of voting; that in all cases wli=re we are lgnorant
of the voter’s righty we will regnire lezal evidence thereof,
by his own oath or otherwise; that we will make a true
and faithiul return of the votes wiich shall be polled to
the Governor of 8ald Territory,”?

The same proclamation pointed out In getall the mode
In which the election should be esnduncted, and among
other things, €Tha' the pollz will be open for reecption of

' votes belween 8 and 10 o’ clock a.m., and kept open con-

tinucusly until 6 o*clock, p m.3?? that ¢the Judges will
keep two correspending lists of persons who shall vote,
numbering each name;” 1hat when a dispute arlseg as 1o
the qnalifications of a votery the Judges shall examine the
voter, Or any other parsons, under oathy upon the saliject,
and the docision of a majority of the board will be con-
clus.ve; that when the election shall close the Judges shall
coen abd count the votes, and keep two corresponding
tally lists, and i = 4ulle lists shall agree the Judges shall
then publiriy prrwwama the resulty and shall make up and
slzn duplicate certificates In (he form pedueribind, and
shall e Ttily umnder the=ir oaths that the eertificate Is a ‘rue
and corcect 1eiurn of the voles polled Ly lawful resident
YOl TR.

The proclamation also proviide= that £ e tickets or vetes
polled, shully, atter being counted, be again deposited in
the box, together with one copy of the oath and one Jist

turp, and that the Ju ges ehall seal them up in the box
and #carelully preserve the same untid called for by the
Governor of said Territory, in the event of Ms correctness
being contested;? and that “the remalning copy of the
oath, li=t of voles, tally itsty and returns will be taken by
one of the Judges, wko shall deliver the same In person
to the Governor.” :

The prociamation also prevides that:—

“Tn case any person or persons shall dispute the falr-
ness or correctness of the return of any election district,
they ghali make a written statem - nt directed to the Gov-
ernor, afid seting forth the gpecific canse of complaint or
errors 1n the conducting er returning of the election in
eaid district, signed by not less than ten qualified voters
of the Territory, and with an afidavit of one or more
qualified vetsrs, to the truth of the facts therein stated,
and the sald complaint and afidavit shall be present d
to the Governor on or before the fourth day of December
uexty, when the proper proceedings will be taken to hear
and declde such complaint.®?

By refercnce to-the Executive Journal of the-Territory
we fiad the rollowing entry:—

G“DECEMBER 4, 1854,

The Judzes of the several election districts made retorn
of the votes polied at the election held on the 29th day of
Novembrer Jast for delegate Lo the House of Representa-
tives of the United States, from which it appeared that
thﬁ r;:tea in the sald several districts were as rollows, to
wit:?—

Here follows & 18t of the votes cast for rach candidate
In each of the seventeen districts of the Territory show-
{ng that J. W. Whilefield had received 2,258 votes, and

:

the same day the certificate of the Governor, under the
seal of the Territory, issued to said J. W, Whitfield of his
election.?? - ,

It nowhere appears that General Whitfield’s right to a
seat by virtue of that election was ever contested. It
does not appear that “ten qualified voters of the Terri-
tory*? were ever found who were willing to make the
“written statement directed “to the Governor,®? twith
an xffidavit of one or more qualified veters to the truth
of the facls thereln stated” to «dispnte the fairness or
correciness of ‘the returns,” or o éset forth spreific
canse of complaint or errors In the conducting or return-
Ing of the election’? in any one of the seventeen districts
of the Territory.

Certain it is that there could not have heen a system of
frand and violence such as has been charged by the agents
and supporters of the Emierant Aid Socleties, unless the
Governor and Judges ot Electiun were parties to ity and
your committee are not prepared to assume a fact so dis-
reputable to them, and so Improbable upon the stale of
facts presented, without specific charges and direet proof.

In the absence of all proof and probable truth, the
charge that the Mi-gourians had invaded the Territory
and contiolled the Coneressional electlom by frand and
violence, was circulated throughout the free States and
made the bas's of the most inflammable appeals to all
men opposed to the principles of 1he Kansas-Nebraska
acty to emigrate or sef® emigrants to Kansas for the pur-

i pose of repelling the lnvaders and assisting thelr friends,

who were then in the Territory, in pnliing down the
slave power, and prohibiting slavery in Kansas, with the
view of making it a free State.

Exaggerated accounrs of the large nuomber of emi-
grants on their way under the auspices of the Emigrant
Ald Companies, with the view of contralling the e'ection
for members of the Territorial Legislature which was Lo
take place on the 30th of March, 1855, were published and
circulated. These accounts being republished and belley-
ed in Missourl, where the excitement had already been In-
flamed Lo a fearful Intensliy, induced a corresponding ef-
fort to gend at least an equal number to counteract the ap-
prehended resunits of this new Importation,

Your commitlee have not been able to obtain definite
and satlsfaciory information in regard to the alleged ir-
reguiarities in condncting the election and the pumber of
fllegal votes on the 30th of March, but from the most re-
liable sources of information accessible to your enmmit=-
teey Including various papers. docnments and statements
kindly furnished by Messrs., Whitfield and Reeder, rival
claimants of the delegate seat in Congress for Kansas
Territoryy It would seem that the facts are substantially
as follows:—

The election was held in chedience to the proclamation
of the Governor of the Territory, which preseribed the
mode of proceeding, the form of the oathy, and returns,
the precantionary gafegards against 1llegal voting, and
the mode of contesting the election, which were in sub-
stance the same as those already referredto In connection
with the congressional election.

When the period arrived for the Governor to canvass
the returns and issue certificates to the persons elected, it
appeared that protests had been filed against the fairn ss
of the preceedings and the correctness of the returns in
seven out of the seventeen electjon districts Intoe which
the Territory had been divided for election purposes, alle-
ging fraudulent and illegal voting by persons who were
ot actual settlers and gualified voters of the Territory.

1t also appeared thatin some of thoee contented cases,
the form of the oath administered to the Judges, and of
the returnsmade by them. were not in conformity to the
prieclamation of the Governor.

After a careful Investication of the facts of each case
as presceuied by the retnrns of the Judges and the protests
and allegation of »ll persons who disputed the falrness of
the elections, and correctness of the retarns, the Gov-
ernor came to the conclusion that it was his duty to set
aside the clection in these seven disputed districis, the ef-
fect of which was to create two vacancles In the Connell
and nine In the Honse of Representatives of the Teril-
tory, to be filled by a new election and to change the re-
sult 8o far as Lo cause the certificates for one Connellman
and one Representative to fssne to different persons than
those returned as elected by the Judges.

Accordingly the Governor issusd_his writs for special
electlons to be held on the 24th May, to fill these vacan-
cleg, and at the game time granted certificates of #lection
to eleven Councilmen and seventeen Representall-es,
whose elections had not been contested, and whom he ad-
Judged to have been falily elected. At the speclal elec=-
ton to fill these vacancies,three of +he persons whose elec=
tion on the 30th of March had been set aside for the rea-
sons already stated, were re-plected, and in the other
districts different persong were returned, and the Govern~
or having adjudged them to have been duly elected, ac.
cord. ngly granted them certifizates of clection: thus ma-
kinz the full complement of thirteen Councilmen and
twenty-slx Representatives of whom, by the organic law
of the Territory, the Legislature was to be compnsed.

On the 1Tth day of April the Governor issned his pro-
clamation summoning these thirteen Councilmen and
twenly-six Represen'atives, whom he had commissioned
a8 having heen fairly elected, to assemble at Pav nee city,
on the 2d day of July, and organize as the Leglalature of
the Territory of Kansas.

“It appears from the journal that the two houses did
assembie hwrob dience to the Governoi?s proclamation, at
the time and place sppointed by h'm, and after the
oath of ofMice had been duly administered by one of the
Judges ol the Supreme Court of the Territory, to each of
the members who held the Governor’s certificates, pro-
ceeded to organize their respective honses, by the election
of their ofticers, ard each notified the other by resolution,
that they were thus duly organized; slso, by Joint resoln-
tion, appointed a Committee, who waited on the Govern-
or and inforeed him hat

The two Houses of the Kansas Legislature are organ-
ized and now ready to proceed to business and to receive
such communication as he might deem necessary.

In response to this joint resolution, a message from the
Governory by Mr. Higgins, his private Secretary transmit-
ting his message, was received and ordered to be read.

The message commences thus:---

“To THE HONORARLE THE CouxciL AXD House oF
NE .

nausENTATIVES OF THE TERRITORY OF KAN-
SAS--= -

Haviog been duly notified that vour rerpecrive hodies
have organized for the performance of vour ofelal
functlons, T herewith submit to you the usnal executive
communication relative to subjects of legislation, which
universal and long continved usage in anajogous cases
would seem to drmand, althongh no express regnirement
ofit 1s to be found In the wuect of Congress, which has
brought us late official existence and prescribed our sev-
eral dutles,

The position which we oceupy, and the solemn trost
which is confided to us for originating the laws and insti-
futlons, and molding the destinies of 3 new republic, in
the very geographleal eenter of our vast and magnifcent
confedrrution, cannot but irapress us with a deep and sol-
emn sense of the heavy responsibiljty which we have ag-
sumed, and admonish us to lay aside all seldish and equi-
vocal motives, to discard all unworthy ends, and, In the
spirit of justice and charity to each other, with pure
hearts, tempered feelings and sober judgments, to ad-
dress ourselves to our task, and so perform it in the fear
and revenence of that God who oversees our works, that
the star we expect to add to the na‘ional bauner shall be
dimmed by no Laint or tarnish of dishonor, and be sub-
Ject to no reproach, save that which springs from the in-
evitable fallibility ef Just and upright men.? -

The Governor with the view to the ¢ascerialnmoent of
the existing law’ in the Territory, proceeds to trace the

acquired from France, and advises the Legislature to pass
such lawsé as the public interest migh! require upon all
approprizte subjects of legislation, and particulariges the
slavery quest'on, the of the Territory into coun-
tiesy the organization’of county courts, the election of
Judicial and ministerial oMces, education, taxes, revenue,

the location of the permanent seat of government, and ihe

organization of the mill a8 subjects wor of thelr
immed !ate attention. e jigd

hixtory of all legislation afficting it since the Conuntry was.
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From this message, 18 well as from all the official acts
of the Gavernor preceding ity having reference to the el c-
tion and returns of the members, and the convening of
the two houses for legislative business, (he conclusion is
irresistible that up to this period of timne the Governor
bad never conceived the fdea, 1M deed, he has since en-
tertained ity that the two houses were spurious and fraud-
ulent assemblies, having no rightful suthority to pass
laws which would be binding upon the people of Kansac,
On the first day of the segsion, and Immediately after the
organization of the House was effeeted, the following resc-
lation was adoptedie-s

Resolved, That all persons who may desire o confest {ha
sents of any persons now holding certificates of election
ag members of this Honse, may present thelr protegts (o
the Committee on Credentiale, and that notice thercof
shall be given the persons holding such certificates,

On the 4th day of July, (being the third dav ot the ses-
slon) the majority of the committes, Inciuding four of
the five members, reported that, shaving heard gnd ex-
amined all the evidences touching the matter of inguiry
befo e them, and taking the organic law of Congress pac-
sed on the 20th day of May, in the year 1854, organiziny
the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska’® as their guiding
8lury they have arrived at the conclusion, which they pro-
ceed to elucidate and enforce in a lengthy report.

From the 1epdrt it nppears that firteen out of twenty-
two members were permiited to relaln their geats by
unanimeus consent, no one appear'ng to contest or dis ot e
the fairness of the election, or regularity or truthfnlness
of the return, in either of thelr cases. Ilence the contest
was reduced fo the claims of one member, who received the
certificate under the general election of the 30th of March -
and the six members (present) who received certificates
under the special election of the 24 h of May.

In the first casey the decision of the Governor was re-
versed, and the seat awarded to the candidate who re-
ceived the h'ghest number of votes at the election .n the
30th of March, and from whomi the certificate had becn
withheld by the Governor upon the gronnd of irregularity
in the election and returns from one precinct, the exclu-

:Illrlu ﬂ:r which poll gave the majority to the opposing can-

In the other six casas the sliting members were depri-
ved of their seats,and the candidates receiving the highest
number of voies at the general election, on the 30th of
March, were awarded their plnces upon the ground that
the special election, on the 24th of Mav, was illegal and
vold,the Governor not being authorized by the organic law
of the Territory to go bebind the returns and set aside the
elertion on the 30th of March.

The minority report digsents from the reasoning, and
prote-ts against the conclusions of the majority, and af-
firms the right of the sitting members to retain thelr
seatg, upon the greound that the Governor’s certificate
was not merely ‘prima facie’ evidence, but was conclusiva
inregpect to the rights of all claimants and contestants,
and hrence the Honse could not go behind the certifidates
of election to Ingnire whether there had bheen a previons
election In those districts on the 30th of March, and who
had received the high®t number of legal votes at thasi
rl&ctl:m. The proposition §s thus stated In the minority

riiee=
lﬁt?;“r:.umlm'-i; agrea that thils body has the right to go behing
the decision of the Governor, who by virtne of his office,
I8 the organizing fedeéral arm of the general government,
o evolve and manage a1 ew government for thig Terri-
tory, for the obvious reason that Congress makes him the
sole Judge of the gnalifications for membership.?

It is true that the minority report alinoes to sevidence
before the commitlee; of great deficlencles, not in the
form «f condncting the el-ction, but In the manner o
holding them, both as to the gnalifications of judgeg, who
pregided, and the returns made out by them,’ and says,
there is ‘no doubt bhut these lllegal proceedings on the ons
hand induced the Governor to withhold certificates from
romey who from the number of votes returned in thefr fa-
vor might at the same time appear to have been jroperly
elected, and on the other, to have Been _the ground on
which he presented a certificat - in one instance, and in
another ¢ordered a new election In reference to other die-
tricts.?

Governor to go behind the retrns and investigate ir-
reguiarities and illegal voting at the election, as well as
deficiencies in the form of the returns, and asserts that he
did exercise this right in ench case In which he granted
or withheid a eertifigate, it maintains thatthe Governor’s
decigion, as evidenced by his eertificate, was final and
conclusive, and conld not be reviewed, much legg rever-
sedy by either branch of the Territorial Legislature,

So far as the guostion Involves the legality of the
Kamnsas Legislatore, and the validity of its aets, it is en-
tirely lmmateriul whether we adopt the reasoning and
conclusiens of the minority or majority report, for each
proves that the Leglslature was legally and duly cen-
stituted. The minority - report establishes the fact, Uy
the position that the Governor’s certifleate was conclu-
sive, and that he granted certificates to ten out of the
thirteen Counclimen, and to seventeerr out of the twern.
ty-six Representatives, who finally held their seats, which
was largely more than a quorum of each branch of the
Legislature. .

The majority report establilches the same fact by the pos-
itlhen that, arter going behind the Governor?s certificate
and carefully examining the 8, they coufirined theee
faie len Councilmen and seventeen Representatisss |0
their seatg. amd then awnrded the neats of the other throe
Councilmen apd nine Representatives to the candidates
whom they belicved to have been legally elected at a gen-
eral electlon on the 30th of March.

The Houke, by eightren votes in the affirmative. to one
vole In the negat,ve, passed a resolution adopting the ms-
Jority report and declaring that the contestants <having
been duly elecied on t) e 30th day of March, 1866, are de-
clared entitled to their scats as members of this House,?
Whereupon four of the sitting members whose seats were
vacated by the adoption of the majority report, signed a
protest and asked that it be gpread on the journal of the
House, which was accordingly - done in the following
WOrdslees

PROTEST.
We the undersigned, members of the House of Repre.
sentatjves, of Kunsas Territory, belleving the organic se:
organizing the said Tvrritory gives this House no power
to ounst any membrr from this Huuse who hag re-
ceived & certificate frem the Governors that this House
cannot go behind the election call*d by the Governor, and
consider any clahins based on a prior election. We wanid,
therefore, protest against guch a proceeding, and ask this
protest Lo be spread upon the jomrnal of this Flopae,
JOHN HUTCHINSON,

‘WILLIAM JESSE,
AUGUSTUS WATTLES,
R. nl- 'JA-I}F"I

Under date of July 6. the Junrnal eontalng & méssare
from the Governor to the ¢[louse of Repregentalives of
ihe Territory of Kangas® returning ¢House bill, entitle,
‘an act to remove the geat of government temporarily, to
the Shawnce Manual Labor School, In the Territory of
Kan-as,’ together with hiz objections, While the Gover-
nor, in assigning his reasons for retorn'ng the bill, lahars
to prove that the Leg!'slature had transcended its author-
iy under the organic act, in adopting this particular
measure, and argnds againg its expediency on the score
of the loss of time and monay In removing to & different
place during the session. He clearly and distincily recog -
nigrs the Council and House of Represéntatives as consti-
tuting the Legislature of the Territory of Kansas, elected
and organized in conformity with the act of Congress
creating the Territory.

The reasons of the Governar for refurning the bill wers
spread mpon the journal, and, upon reconsideration, it
was passed by a two-thirds vote In each bLraneh of the
Legisiature, and thus becamie the Jaw of »the land sthe

"

objections of the Goveirnor to the contrary notwithstan- -

ding.?

On the same day the following resolution was adoptod
by both houses: - »

‘Resolved, by the Honsee of Representatives of the Tor-
ritory of Kansas, the Council concnrring thereing That the
Legislature of said Territory do adjourn on the 6th day of
July, A.D, 1855, to meet again on Monday, the 16th dar
of July, 1855, at2 o’clock p.m., at the Shawnee Manual
Labor School, in the sald Territory.?

And on the same day the tollowing resolution was also
sdopted by both houwes:—

‘Resolved, That a committeo of three be appointed fou

i

But while the minority report affirms the right of tha




