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were hired from petty German princes to—quoting
the words of Losslng—‘buteher British subjects for
asserting the rights of British. subjects.”

Richard Henry-Lee, of Virginia, oYered thae Inde-
pendence resolution in'June, 1776, and a commlttee
was appointed to drafk, tha Declaration consisting of
Thomas: Jefferson, John' Adams, Benjamln Frankiin,
Roger. Sherman and  Rtobert Livingston. Jeffersou
wrote the document, and alterntions ‘were made prin.
cipally at the'suggestion of Iranklln and Adams,
The paper was submltted to Congress on June 28, It

“wiisg 1nid on the table until July 1, when ulne colonles

voted In favor of it,
Signing.the Declaration.

The Independence. resolution was nctually adopted
on, July 2 and promulgated to the world on Jualy 4,
when John® Hancoclk, of Massachusetts, afixed to it
his bold signature. b :

The other members of the Congress dld not sign It
untll’ August 2, and the impressive. sccne connected

‘with: the signing was not witnessed until nenrly a

month later, although it is pbpulnrly pssoclnied Wwith
the IFourth of July. ; ;
Centurles of the progress of the rights of man benr
witness in’ the Deelnration that “all men are created
equnl and: are endowed by 'thelr Creator with certaln
unaliennble rights, that among these are life, llberty
and the pursult of happiness” was not new, for it ‘was
recognized nt Sinal, That governments derlve thelr
just powers’ from the consent of the goverued had

“been stated and restated In many ways since the be-

ginning of the colonles, Thomas Jelferson was criti-
cised at the time for lack of originality in the Decla-
ration. The: document gained all the greater force
from {ts statement of self-evident truths. Never was
there a more masterly presentation.of a bill of grlev-
ances than is contnlned In the Declaratlon, which
“submits the facts to a eandid world.”

Arralgning the British King for Acts'of tyranny, it
sets ‘forth that be refused 'his: assent to lasws the
most wholesome and necessary for the publi¢ good,”
meaning: that George III. had prevented the issue of
colonal currency and: bad refused rvepresentation to
his Amerlean subjects; 2

It was desired’ on the part of the New York As-
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NDEPENDENCE was born this day 133 years ago
when the aged bellringer sped the tidings which
still echo nround the world. ;

The immjovtal Instrument which was slgned by

Jolin Hancoclk ‘on July 4, 17706, has meant: more
than the growth and development of an fndependent
1t was in itself
the re-ennctment of the greatest bill of human rights
ever penned, which recelved the signet of an unwill-
Ing king at Runnymead, and the birth of constitu-
tional Hberty. !

In these days of peace and plenty the Tourth ol
July is given to “salutes of cannon and the ringing
of bells and to the feu de jole,” wilh variatipns, as
John Adams predicted that it swould be, yet the ob-
servgnce of the Fourth as an occusion for reecalling
memorles -past and giving thanks for ihe deeds of
the patriot forefathers s sporadic rather than general
In the United States. The Declaration of Indepen-
dence i3 not read from the rostrum, as it once was in
pvery community, and the orators to the links have
gone.

So much has Dheen taken here as a matter of course
that it seems hard to realize that this anniversary is
telebrated In the very England from which liberty
was wrested, and that observances of it are officially
srdered in many lands beyond the seas, The Fotrth
of July has become international in seope, for it has

.thanged the' governments of nations whose capitals

are far from Independence Enll.,. = So widespread
have Its effects become as studled in the light of
the present day that in orvder to get the frue value
pf all that the Declaration signifies to the world in
1900 it Is necessary to go back to the very begloning
of Amerlean liberty.

Had not the ideas of government beld by the colo-

“nists been essentindly British there would probably

never have Dheen any Decinration of Independence.
It s as natural for the Briton to demand hls rights
as 1t is for him to live, The war of the Ttevolution

" wasg largely due 1o the faet that the two thousand

miles of water between TLondon and the colonies

~eaused Pariiament to lose sight of the tiles of con-

ganguinity and of race.

Although the original thirtcen colonies were so
essentinlly English in thought and fecling they had
never actually been established by IEngland as a
natlonal enterprise.  The only one which had ever
received any oflicial aid whatever was Georgia, and
that was not sufficient to carry any such feeling
of dependence as Is  essentlal for the preserva-
tion of Intimate colonial relations. . The right to
colonize the North Amerlcan continent bad Dbeen
granted by charters from a British king. According
to the feudal system, which was then rapldly be-
coming effaced, the king owned all the land and
distributed it among varlons favored vassals.

Fables of Wealth.

The soverelgn In the same way regarded the New

World as If it had been won by the sword.

of the Amerlcan linds. It was at one time soberly
believed in England that gold and silver and precious
stones could be had for the taking and that the
natives were the posscssors of fabulous wealth. The
king guve the charters in most cases wlith the idea
that he would profit greatly from mines which would
Yield enormous returns to the royal exchequer.

When' the colonists came here they found it neces-
sary to make good their titles elther by peaceful bar-
gains with the Indlans or by force of arms. IFrom
the very first the splirit of independence was fostered
for fiefs which had to be maintained by constaut
‘vigilance and negotiations and by show of force did
not carry with thein a deep sense of obligation.
Indeed, even at that early day, although for the
throne the colonists entertained feelings of loyalty
and devotion, a shrewd idea was abroad that the
king did not really own the land which he had be-
stowed by his charter. The conquest of pature and
of the savages begot a rmgged independence which
as the years went by became more and more dis-
tasteful to the authorities in England.

Yet the idea of separation from the Crown was of
slow growth. The forefathers maintained that they
Wwere British subjects, although not living within the
realm, as indeed was specified In some of the royal

Reproduction of ‘Trumbull's Famous Painting,
“YTHE DECLARATION OF INDERENDENCE"

The most™
“extrayagant ideas prevailed with regard to the wealth

charters.  The Massachusetts charter, for Instance,
sets forth that the colonists shall be considered *“as if
they and every one of them were born within the
realm of England.” As British subjects,. then, they
maintained that they should be entitled to representa-
tion, and therefore each colony had its assembly.
which determined upon all matters of the common
weal apd established rates of taxation. It was one
of the principles expressed in the Magna Charta that
the, Common Council of the kingdom *‘was to asscss
an aid or to assess a secutage,” and again, In 1688, 1t
was declared by the British people, then well on their
way Lo constitutional liberty, that*'no money was to
be levied for the Crown without grant of Parlia-
ment.” ! : Sl

The Declaration of Rights was a forerunner of the
Beclaration of Independence, There Is nothing more
essentially British than the dictum that there shall
be no taxation without representation. Of the early
American statesmen only Pranklin and Otis wished
to have representation in the British Parliament,
The others considered that their own assemblies
should be the legislative bodies entirely and that if
any taxes were to be lmposed they should be collected
only with the consent of the colonial assemblies,

The question of taxation, however, did not cnter
inte any controversies, for it was not until the middle
of the eighteenth century that' Great Britain, ex-
hausted by many wars and secking to replenish the
national treasury, sought extiraordinary means for
rajsing revenue, and her minlsters proposed that the
colonles, which had been growing in wealth and im-
portance, should be made to contribute to the im-
poverished exchequer, The French and Indian War
had shown the power of the colonies and thelr force
and had given a very definife idea of their growing
wealth and importance,

Taxation a Problem.

Having reached the decision to tax the colonles, the
Ministry dld not spend any time In preliminaries,” It
was decided that Parllament had the right to levy the
taxes, and the fact that the colonies had no represen-
tation in that body was not taken into account.
Such a matter would o:-dihs‘:rlly have been considered
a subject for delicate negotiation, but, the decision to
tax having once been made, no time was lost in levy-
ing it. :

England had in effect been a constitutional mon-
archy since the signing of the Magna Charta in 1215,
and in taxing the colonies not represenfed in the
Common Council of the kingdom she had violated one
of (ke oldest of the rights which every Briton clalms.

Such was the sltuation in 1764, when the struggle
hegan whieh twelve years later brought forth the
Declaration of Independence, and the next year

AT
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brought into belng the first Congress of the American
Colonies which decided that luq Assembly had the
power to fix taxes, The Stamp Act was the first heavy

.impost levied ‘by'the mother country, which provided

for the stamping of various legal instruments and
papers and contracts of all kinds, as well ns dlce and
playing cards.

The news of the passage of this net roused tha
colonists to fury. A gallows was erected in what I8
now Clty Hall Park, New York, and the British
Governor was hanged in efliigy, and the House of
Majoor Jones, in command of the British regiment,
was sacked, Then came the rising of the “Sons of Lib-
erty” and the ralsing .of the Iibevty poles. Boston
and Philndelphln were vortices of the storm. So em-
phatle was the protest that much of the act was re-
pealed and dutles were established on tea, whiclh
accounted for the sudden raln of tea in Boston Har-
bor, Then came the burning words of Patrick
Henry, “Give me llberty or give me death!' before
the Virginla Assembly in 1773. The year later
brought the promulgation of the “Declaration of
Rights and Privileges," in which it was declared that

every man had “the right to' life, liberty and prop-

erty and to that most ancient right granted at Run-
nymede, for trinl by bis “peers of the vicinage.”
Throughout all this time of storm and strain the
protests were made as British subjects, and that Con-
gress which met In Carpenter's Hall in 1774 was still
loyal to the Crown, It petitioned the King, remon-
strated  with Parliament and appealed  to  thelr

brethren In England.  Chen ‘¢nme Lexington and
Concord.

an army, with Washington as commander, and still
petitioned, Its petition was refused and mercenaries

The Congress of 1775 made provisions for |

- Philadelphia, July 4, 1776
*Proclaim Liberty. Throughout | All the Land, Unto All the Inhabitants
3 Thereof"—Lev., xkv., 10 -

sembly. to enter into a treaty with the Six Natlons,
but the Governor prevented the negotiation of. the
treaty until he should obtain' the congent of the King.
He did not proceed further because he feared thar
such an act would lead to independénce. ' Hence the
expression, “He has forbidden hls Governors to pass
Inws of immediate and pressing importance.”
Grlevances of the Massachusetrs Colony, which
was deprived of representation and suffercd inter-
ference in popular elections because of Its wish to
trade with Nova Scotia, suggested the paragraph:—
“He has refused to pasg other laws for the accoum-
modatlon of lavge districts of” people unless  thosy
people should rulin-]ufsh the right of representation
in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and
formidable to tyrants only.'”
To further humble the Massachusetts Colony and

“to‘punish ‘the participants in the ea Party of 1773

the Assembly was.called In Salem, and not in Bostou.
Hence the words of the document, "He has called to-
gether legislative ' bodles at places unusual, uncopi-
fortable and distant from the depository of their
publie records.”

Massachusetts Colouy and others hnd adopted reso-
Iutions in their Assemblies that there should be no
taxation without the consent of the governed, The
Muassachusetts Assembly was asked to reselnd its
resolution In 1768 and on its refusul to do so was dls-
solved. The Assemblies of Virginin and North
Carolina met the same fate. This state of affairs is
summed up in the Declaration in the words, *He has
dissolved  representative houses repeatedly for op-

posing with mueh firmuess his Invasion on the rights
of the people.” ‘
Auny of the Asgsemblles were dissolved luter for
refusing to vote ‘“cunrfers, beer, salt and vincgar”
for the BEritish troops which had been sent to over:

B

The Manner in Which the American
Colonies Declared Themselves Inde-
pendent  of ‘the King of England,
Throughout the Different Provinces,
on July 4, 1776 From an Old Print

awe or were permitted to meet only for the purpose
of: passing the-required appropriations. The Decliyg.
tion Inglsts that the legislative powers are incapalle
of annihllatlon and that they be returned to' the
people. :

The King’s Advisers.

Many lberty loving Germans had come to {le
American colonies and French Canadians were coming
down to Boston and to Maryland, a Kind of Immigea.
tlon against whieh the advisers of George ILI, espe-
clally warned him as tending to loosen his hold upon
the colonies. . The Declaration sets forth as a griev-
ance . that the King prevented the population of the
colonfes, as indeed he did by obstrueting uaturalizu.
tlon,

The Declaration protests against the judgzes belng
dependent-on the will of the King for thelr salurles,
and, Indeed, in some of the colonies many of the
judges had been lmpeached for declaring that they
would. recelve thelr salaries from the royal treasury.

Graphically the authors of the document tell how
the ervectlon of a multitude of ew otfices had impover.
ished the country, veferring to the  collectors up-
pointed to-earry out the provisions of the Stamp ach
The quartering of troops in times of peaco was a sub-.
stantinl grievance complatned. of,. for  the King in.
sisted on retaining British reglments here after fhe
Freneh and Indian War at the expense of the colp-
nists, ostensibly for defence but in reality to suppressa
growing democracy.

The words “he has affected to render the wmilitary
Independent of and superior to the civil power” re
fer to the position taken by General Gage, who
with several regiments of British troops wuas in Hos
ton, DBy order of the IXing he had been made superior
to thé ¢ivil government, 3

Here and there through the'colonies Amerleans had
been killed In altercations with British soldiers, wio
were subsequently. put on trial and acquitfed. Tha.
Declaration ’ accuses the King of quartering larg
bodles of armed troops and of “protecting them by
mock trial from punishment for any murders which
they may commit.” i

Trade with the Spanish and French colonles ind
been cut off from Americi because England wished
all the trade for herself, nnd even fishing on the
Banks of Newfoundland had been stopped. All this
is comprised in the arraignment ‘'for cuttiug off our
trade with all parts of the world.”

‘Colonlsts were deprived of frial by jury and the
monstrous practice was adopted, ns stated in the
Declaratlon, of trazsporting them to I2ngland for trin,
in direct violatlon of the ancient charter of libertles,
which maintains. that every man “shall have o (el
before his peers of the vicinage.” This was violently
opposed by leading British statesmen.

Such were the principles enuncinted in the Decla-
ration, and How well they were sustained by the ar
bitrament of war the world knows. The nution hegan
celebrating: the glorions IFourth from the very begln-
ning. Salutes of thirteen cannon were fired by the
army In 1777, and the new Republic was pledged o
wine. ‘At some of the posts there were dances which :
the wives. and daughters of (he officers attended,
and fn thesq festivitles the helpmates of Genetls
IKnox and Greene wure especinlly active. It isire
corded that on the  first: anuniversary our  (roops
at Morristown, N, J., were vegaled with an estra
ration of a glll of rum. The celebration grew in pop-
ularity the following year, with' more cannon and
more bonfires. One of the features of parades fu the
South was a figure with a tremendous headdress, -
tended to ridlcule the foibles of the Moy lndies.

West Point suw a signiticant celebration in 1779,
when General Washington issued n pardon for all
prisouers in the army under sentence of death, The,
last celebration of the army of the Revolution as such
took place on both shorés of the Hudson Iiiver, aud
a grand salute was fired. :

To-Day.

More of the nature of a festival dominated the’
Fourth after 1783, for then came parades, free din
ners, toasts, the reading of the Declaration In publie
by citlzens, and more and more the participation of
the younger geueration. Dignity and solewnlty marked
these ‘early celebratlons and eloquent speeches were
made.” In New England the day was specialiy ob-
scrved with the old tihne fervor, and: great oriturs
dellvered addresses of burning palriotisi,

Lhe fiftieth Fourth of July was o notable annk
yersury, wSeveral of the original siguers of the Dec-
laration of Independence were still alive, although
unible on account of extreme old age to take part In
the exerclses to which they were bidden, New York
bad a grand procéssion nud a barbecue in the square
now named: after Washington, at which 10,000 per-
sous were present. | Joslnh Quiney was the orator of
the dny in Boston, and addresses were also niule by
Webster and Peabody. Ldard Byorett discoursed
at Cawbridge, A speech was made from the steps of
the. Nutlonal Capitol.

Frecdom’s jublice was observed by the Centennial
Ixposition In 187G, and impressive exercises. were
held Loth dn P'hiladelphin and:New Yovk. Since the
Centenfal the patviotic and serious features of the
day seen to have been lessened, and: the occasion 13
decompanied ‘more’ by noise and merrymaking and
sports Inthe open afr. Che amount aud variety ¢
the noisés bave appreciably Increased, and casualties
o the Fourth have reached such proportious as to
cause alarm ‘and to start o movement for a celebri:
ton which shall lave more Declavatfon of Inde-
pendence and: fewer fivecrackers gl tiveworks aid &
staller proportion of lockjiaw. ‘The Fourth of Julyy
1508, whicl brought the news of the destruction of
Cervern's fleet, caused the flame of patriutisn L0
burn: with renewed fervor and the consumption ¢
powder by the ton, it

The Fourth Is o statutory Loliday in overy State
and-its fume hos gone Leyond; tlie seas. Americfm-‘
celebrate it by ‘a dinner in London at the L'Imlnunsij.
with the kindly assistance of British officiuls, :llfl‘ 3
Paris and’ Berlin the”.day s toasted. S\\'It:!.t'llll:“_“
officlnlly recognizes the day, In: Japan the J:xr:‘rl;'t;
join with American vesidents [n hailing the LIYEY. 22
the “American Republic: Other: nations have -\l’ﬂr';"_
the Declaration: achieved republican forms of Z0TE T
ment. 'I'he new Amerlenn possessions and the ﬂ'-ﬂ:
of amity: toward . the United States, now 1 Mau
Power, linve made the Fourth a factor throughout
the ‘elvillzed world. : .




