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IRVINE

relliousA guaranteed by the conati
ution not mere freedom of belief be-

lief needs no protection of laithe free
exercise of religion required where the
line should be drawn natural rights
must be protected danger of special
leelleillegislation object of the gathering of the
saints establishment of godsgodi

literal fulfillmentfulfilment of prophecy resto-
ration of the christian Church Authority
of the priesthood lackrack of0 divine aut-
hority in christendom and heathendom
aileoailedalike proofs of the divine mission of the
iatterlatter day saints plural marriagebarriagedarridarrlage a re-
ligious institutioninstitutionsaaA bible doctrine con

right to practice it gadwillGod will
give us the victory

I1 llavenave been pleased inn listening to the
remarks of brother cainecalne who has justlust
returned from washington gladglai to
hear that his heart with ours iss turned
toward the truth and that his desire
in common with ours is to build up
the kingdom of god in the earth and
contend for the rirightsats which belong to
us as american cemiefficitizenszens some people
seem to imagine becausebecaas we have em-
braced a doctrine which Is not popular
in we have embraced
a faithfalth which Is contrary to the generally
received notions in regard to religion
that we ought to have no what-
ever as citizens of our common coun-
try we do not look upon the matter
in that light reconsiderWe consider that we
pavehave the right under the constitution
of the united states to bellevebelieve any

seems right to us and not
only to believebelleve ii but to carry it out in
our practice soBO far as we can do so
without interfering with the rights of
other people the first amendment
to the constitution of the united
states says congress shall pass no
law respecting an establishment of re-
ligion or prohibitingr D

gibiting the free exercise
thereonthereof talyeiyejvee understand that amend-
ment as it iss written we do not wish
to interpret jtt or give to it any mean-
ing other than the plain language con-
veys the languagelanguae Is that concongressr ssveys
shailhhall7ai pass no lawjawfaw rerespecting an cestab-
lishment

st cb

lishment of religion ll11 with the
leishm ent afpf re then congress
has nothingnothing to dpQ congress cannot
set up a religionre igdon nornoe cancam it pass any
law respectingng an establishestablishmentment of re
ligion that Iss to prevent its free exer-
cise there are samehome people in these
latteriatter times who interpret that amend-
ment to mean that people may believe
what they please but it carries with it
no freedom of practice people may
believe what seems right to16bothemthem but
they must not carry it out if it hap-
pens to be contrary to the views of the
great majority now it appears to me
that that Is a very narrow interpreta-
tion of the meaning of that amend-
ment to the constitution it appears
to us as it must to the great bulk of
the people of the country the sovereignagn
people thatwithout any constitution-
al amendment or the passage of any
law people everywhere are of them-
selves free to believe we do not
think a law can interfere with belief
eveniaeven if one were passed foror the pur-
poseose of interfering with it A mansreliefbeliefbellef cannot be controlled by any act
of congress or of parliament no
edict olof a government or any other
lawmakinglaw making bodbody can interfere with
mmy freedomr of bellefbelief when a proposi-
tiontiltion Is placed before my mind and I1
reflectt I1upon it and it appears to be
correct my mind receives it and I1 be-
lieve it sometimes persons believe in
spite of themselves a man
will believe a thihthinthing in sspiteitle of his own
desires not to bellbelibelievebelleveeve tlthenhen this faith
cannot be controlled by any person out-
side of the man himself and some-
times he cannot control it himself no
edict or law or any power of manmoan
on the earth can alter a mans belief
or prevent him from believing A law
can be enacted to prevent the carrying
of that belief into practice but it canacan-
not interfere with belief and it needs
no amenamendmentdment to the constitution no
enactment of congress or of any law-
making body on earth to protect a
man in mere belief then it isas clear to
us that the intention was that a man
should have not only the right to be-
lieve he should be protected
in the free exercise of that belief As
the language states congress Is not to
pass any law respecting an establish-
ment of religion nor prohibit the free
exercise thereof what is the exercise
of belief in religion why it is cer-
tain acts men perform prompted by
their belief promprompted religion
suppose a man believes it is right to be
baptized in water burledburied in water for
the remission of sins how can he evi-
dence his belief in that principle ilehe
can only do it in the way specified by
the apostle james he says show
me thy faith without thy works and I1
will show thee my lalaithith by my worksworka
but wilt thou know 0 vain man that

faith without works is dead that
is the only way in which falthfaith can be tru-
lyy shown by works if I1 believebelleve that
baptismap Is right I1 evidence my beliefbellef
byV being baptizedbaptized and if I1 am not
baptized it eeithereltherther shows that my faith
Iss veryveny wweakeak or that it does not exist
thatverlyeniI1 have not the courage of my
faith or else that I1 do not belleve at
all

now we consider that we have a
perfect right under the constitution of
our country to believe what seems right
to us and then to carry it out well
someone may say do you think there
should be no restriction to this are
ppeoplee0 ae to be protected in any kind of
rereligion1igionlon they may have suppose a
maaman were to conic here from india
who believed it a religious duty undre
some circumstances to0 strangle a manmarl
would he have the 1nightrightIlitailt under tlelle con-
stitutionution of the united 8states to
strangle again there are people who
believe it Is righttight in india to burn a
widow onson the funeral pile that her
spirit may be sent to keep compancompany
with her husband in the other worlyworld
would that person or those persons
hahaehacce the right under the constitution
of the united Lstatestates to carry out their
belief in this country we say no
we say that the thug has borightnonightright here
to practice illshis faith we say the sut-
tee could not be established in this
country why not you believebelleve it is
right under some circumstances for a
man to have more wives than one and
that thos who thus believe are pro-
tected by the constitution in the
practice of their religion why should
not those who believe it right to stran-
gle or to burn widows have the right
to practice their religion under the
constitution of the united states
the dividing line is very simple as
truth generally is it Is very easy to be
drawn it lais to be drawn in conson-
ance with the spirit otof the declaration
of indeindependencepindence and with the princ-
iple

princi-
plesplespiesstthathat underunderlie our government in
the declaration of independence it is
laid down that there are certain rights
that cannot be alienated that arearc na-
turalt that are inherent that are not
I1partedimpartedni by governments they do not
bbelongclong to politicspolities buthut they are inherent
inn the individual the right to life the
righettoright to liberty the right to propertyproperpropertytJandadd the right to the pursuit of happhappi-
ness theseanese rights are inalienable
they belong to every individual they
arearc not conferred bylawby law they belong
to us they are born in us they be-
long to every person who breathes the
breath ofeveraverialifeilfee then an act of any in-
dividual or any government which in-
fringes upon these natural rights Is
wrong in and of itself if anyant indi-
vidual interferes with the rights of hisills
fellowfollow men he may be restrained by the
secular law the right to life and to
libertyand to the pursuit of happiness
and to property belonbelong to all individu-
als alike one body of people profess-
ing one faith must not interfereIntefere with
the rights of any other body of people
professingprofessingessing another faith theehe latter
dayay saintssainta as well as the latter day
sinners the methodist as well as the
catholic the jew as well as the gentile

all people alike in this great country
must be protected equalequally in theselUniunnatural rights which belongionlon to
them

here then iswhere the line must be
drawn anything that persons profess
to do under the name of religion
which interferes with the rights of
others Is and the secular law
may step in and protect the citizens and
restrain or punish those people who
attempt to do this under the pleapiea of re-
ligion if I1 do ananythingthing which inter-
feres with the ineillelite the liberty the
happiness or the property of my neigh-
bor the law has a rightnight to step in andprotect my neighbor and restrain me
but if my religion that which I1 bvbe-
lieve to be true and which I1 try to
carry out as a part of my faith does
not interfere with human rights does
not infringe in any degree upon the
rights of my fellow man neither con-
gress nor any other lawmakinglaw making pow-
er on the face of the earth has theright to interfere with me under the
constitution of the country I1 have
a right to the exercise of my religion
so long asias it does not infringe upon
the rights of other people there is
where we draw the line and we think
itit is the right place and we arenrc stand-
inging up not only for our own rights in
thishis respect but torfor the rights of all

people upon face of this land As
nas been said by brother caine this
afternoon in passing certain enactenact-
ments which infringe upon our reifrelireligi-
ous

1

liberties the congress of llieidletheunited states is doing something that
will come back upon the very individu-
als who have been trying to establish
this principle or to enazenactt these laws
Because we may be the society or body
aimed at todayto day and tomorrowto morrow
another sect or party or body maymax be
aimed at byby the same enactmentsenactmentenact ments whichw fell
are passed against us and perhaps willhold good in both directions it is apoor rule that only works one way itmay be found convenient todayto day tosingle out the mormonscormonsMornMormonsions becausethey are unpopularular for special legisla-
tion but in a ittlelttie time some othotin e r re-
ligious body in this country mayinay llavehave
the same inimical legislation applied to
them to bear down upon them withgreater weight than it doesdocs upon usyou cannot violate a principle of truthwithout receiving agyvery bad consequen-
ces those who atemptattempt 1to doilo that
will be sure to reap the fruit of theirlabors at sometimesome time or other andami whenthe congress of the knittlUni states
commences to move away the founda-
tion stones of the systemys tellteli that tiletiiefathers of this nation built up ilievhevI1
are working oilon very dangldangerouserous gl I1

and the consequences thereof will notliotbe confined to the few people against
whom thasethese measures arearc made it is

I1

the duty of every patriot of every man
who loves his councountry and of everywoman who loves her country to dotheir part in preventing ththee passage ofsuch enactments as these and in vlvindi-cating adl

the principles and doctrines
which enter into the coustieconstitutionution ofour beloved colcoilatryotry so we are stand-ing up not pur own rights but

for the rrightsilits of others and this Is onone
ot the dutiesd es enjoined upon us by our
heavenly fatherwe have been brought ffromrom the va-
rious parts of the earth into these
mountain valleys that we may estab-
lish a system of religion which has
been revealede from heaven whichchourchounour
heavenlycleav icelily athereatherJh has committed to us
we have not taken this religion from
any odthe sacred booksbloks that are in ex-
istence wew hayehave not concocted this
ssystem from the biblebibie or from any

I1 other relliousreligious work butetbut it has been
revealedrepealed to usus in ouiour own day and
time god has broken the silence of
agesaged thai same god that spoke to
the prophets of old whose record we
have in the old testament and who
sent illshis son jesus christ in the merid-
ian of time to die for the sins of the
world thatthab same god that inspired
the apostles of jesus christ in their
greatreatneat works has himself spoken frombeavenheaven in our own day and angels
have come down from the courts of
glory with a message of life and salva-
tion for the inhabitants of the earth
this church this system this organ-
ization to which we belong has not
been set up by the wisdom of manmoan but
has been set up by the powerrower of god
by the command of the almighty and
has been sustained by him up to the
present time all the efforts which
are made to break it down will only
tend to build it up every law the
united statesmanStatstatesesmaymay pass with the intent
to disintegrate this work to divide the
people to crush the power that exists
inin the midst of the latter day saints
will only tend to consolidate the peo-
ple

peo-
ble to bind them closer together tomakemake their faithfalth more inintense their
convictions more certain and to make
their determination more persistent
that will be the effect god is work
ining with this people and has worked
withwath them from the bebeginninginning and
this as we have heard thiswis afternoon
is not a mereamere matter of faith we have
seen so many proofs of an overrulingover rulinruling
power and manifestations of special
providence as a people and as individ-
uals in answer to our prayers that we
know that God livilivesilves thatnt god answers
prayer that god almighty is with thelatter day saints while they keep illshis
commandments and do illshis will and
that ilehe will overruleover rule for good all
the evil which is intended against
us

this work is established for the pur-
pose of bringing about illshis designs in
regard to this earth uupon which we live
the earth is the lortylordss and theltherthe ulness
thereof the cattle ononaa thothousandusand hills
are illshis the silver and the gold be-
long to him and the life of aallali11 man-
kind

man-
kina is in illshis hands ilehe Is lord over
all blessed forever and it is illshis rightr
to rule and regulate and control all
things on the face of this globe jesus
christ ills beloved son has been nerehereilehe dwelt on the earth for a time andperformedr 0 in dtthehc work allotted to himfyby whichT hee obtained all power and
sitsts at the riright hand of the father
and the time is coming when ilehe will
stand on the earth establish his gov-
ernment and dominion extending itifiromfrom pole to pole and from shore to
shore and the kingdoms of this world
will become the kingdom of our god
and his christ not in some figurative
mystical spiritual sense but really
and truly as a matter of fact thesavior as foretold by the prophets
cameme upon the earelcarfi literally and truly
ilelle was hung upon the cross and illshisspirit leftleft hislils body he was laid in the
tomb but ilehe was raised again from
the dead not in a spiritual sense or
some mythicalcical sense but really and
trultruly 11his9 body was raiseraisedd from thedeasdead in that body he appeared to
illshis disciples and went up from theirgaze saying that in like manner hewouldwould descend again and his prom-
ises are that when he shall come the
second time it shall not be as the babe
of bethlehem despised and rejected a
manmoan of borrows and acquainted with
grief nor to be persecuted by his own
but that ilehe shall come in the clouds
of heaven in power and great glory to
sit uuponon the throne ofof illshis fatherdaviddavit and relreireign and rule from the
rivers to the end of the earth so that
all nationsnationsi kindreds tongues and peo-
ple shall serve and obey him now
we look for the coming of our lordjesus christ and we expect it just as
much as when the sun goes down we
expect it to rise above the hillhili tops in
the and when ilehe comes we
expect it willvili be himself jesus of
Xnazareth our elder brother the first
born of god in the spirit world 9 the
only begotten of god in the flesh we
expect that liehe will come and reign
over the earth as killeinghing of kings and
lord of lords and we expectexpect that all
kingdokingdomsillslils all governments and all in-
stitutions that men have set up will be
broken down and as
saw them inlil the vision which danielinterpreted they will become as the
chaff of the summer threshing floor
and be swept away and no place found

I1

for them upon the face of the whole
earth because the kingdom of god
and of illshis christ will prevail every-
where and it will cover the earth
for it is the kingdom that was spoken
of by the prophets and we are tolltold
that the kingdom and the dominion
and the greatness of the kingdom un-
der

tin-
der the whole heavens that is over
all the earth is it not shall be liiilinishis 1

kingdom and shall be given into the
I1

hands oiof the people of the saints of
thehc mostlostbost high and their kingdom
00be ainalnan everlasting kingdom now

9 we
expect the ffulfillmentfulfilment of all these thinthingsgs
and when they come to pass they will
occur just as they are written like
otherprophecies have been accomplish
ed when isaiah prophesied that I1 a vir-
ginin should conceiveconceive and bear a son aniandand
that they should call his name iman

uel the prophet meant what he sadsaidsald
andana it came to pass and all the preprel 1

dictions in regard to the second comcoin
ing as it is called the second advent
of the the establishment
of gods nilmilkingdomdoindoln and government on
the earthcarth will be fulfilled exactly as
the prophets have predicted there is
no need to mystify nor to spiritualize
nor to explainn hem they will come to
pass word fortor word for heaven and
aart hm pass away but not one jot
or tittle of the hordofword of godGodshallshallshail pass
away it shailshall allali be fulfuifulfilledtilled 43aa43K 43

now thithis chchurchUach of jesus carlt of
latter day saintssaints to which we belong is
established by ttthee almighty fonlon the ex-
press purpose of opening ththe wwayy torfor
the accomplishmentof this greatu t avorawork
inn this church is the germerincrin of that
kingdom that daniel saw the church
of jesusdesus christ of latter day saints
set up by the power of god by the
authority of the most high is14 exactly
the same church that jesus chrit
built up that is the same in all its es-
sential principles the sameames organiza-
tion thetile same kludkind of officers the
same doctrines the same iliin its spirit
thetile same in itslis ordinances the same
in the power that attends those ordin-
ances doctrines principles and com-
mandmentsmand ments as were revealed to the
ancient church it is governed just
exactly in the same way that the
church which jesus christ established
when llenasII11 was upon the earth was gov-
erned every principle which was
taught by the ancient apostles in their
time is taught by the latter day apos-
tles in their time and the apostles jn
our day have the same authority orpriesthood as it is called that the
apostles had in their time whom jesus
ordained because those that held the
keys of that apostleship in the earth in
former times have come down TO the
earth literally and truly and ordained
men to the same authority and apos

which they held while living in
the lleshflesh that is how the apostle-
ship has been restored that author-
ity exists in this church and it will
never be taken away again thatchichiswhich is called by the latter day
saints the priesthood is the authority
given of god to meninen to act in illshis
name so that what they do by illshis auati
dhority antandani in the way that ilehe has aap-
pointed on the earth shall be acanacknowl-
edged in heaven that which they seal
on bartil shall be sealed in heaven and
that which they loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven it must be done asgod directs according to the revela-
tion of illshis will but this authority
this right this power from god exists
in this church as it existed in the an-
cient church because it has been actual-
ly restored by the verrveryerycry men who
held the keys of it and really after
nilniiall11 it is that that the world is lightingtiati g
allali these plans and schemeshemesQc all thatlegislation and these influences thatare brought to bear on this churchuponu on this system called by the borla

is brought to bear in
consequence of the restorestoration of thateliatpower and that authority it Is the
authority of the kingdom it is here
to stay it is herdhere to prevail first it
will preach the gospel of the kingdom
as awitness tota all nations it wilfthen
gather together the elect of god from
the four quarters of the canthearth it will
build temples to the name of ththe mostelMost
high god in which menwen callcan administer
in ordinances thaothal pertain to the salva-
tion of the living and the redemption
of uhe dead it will accomplish all
that has beenfeen predicted by the proprophetsbets
concerning the latter daydlly kincKinzkingdomninZin

now this is the kind of work in
which we are engaged it has been in-
troducedtrod by the almighty to brinbring
about allali those grand events that wee
read about in the writings of the old
prophets that have not yet been ffulfill-
ed there arearc a great many things con-
tained in the old testament that peo-
plele pay little attentionattentiolosios4 to nowadaysnow a daystheyey have allan idea of things coming topaspass1Iinn some spiritual fashion or someso meaytmythicalil mystical kind of way they
dont know exactly how and it is
the business of certain men who arearc
hired to preach the gospel tomaketo make
mysterious explanations of passages
of scripture which they manage to
cover up and succeed in confusing thellie
thetho people more than before the ex-
poundingNO was attempted neverthe-
lessso all those predictions that refer to
events that are to takemk place in the
earth in the latter days will all cameto pass as they arearc written and this
work this church of jesusjestis christ oflatter day saints this thinthins called

mormonism has been introduced by
the almighty for the express purpose
of bribringinglIngaing these things about that is
why it Is universally opposed allthosethese different sects of modern chris-
tendom are like the sects of heathen-
dom without communication from ththee
eternal world they receive no rev-
elation from god their ministersersens
have no authority except that which
theytiley obtain from their congregationsmany of them do not pretepretendnd to have I1

anyny other when you press themtheiu cloe-
y

cioe e
ly they preach those tenets whwhichI1 c I1I1
uleulcthe people believe and which are ac-
ceptablecep table to the people each ministerol01 each sect preaching7 thatthaitha which the
members desire to hear all these
different sects contain many good peo-
ple who are trying to do nighthight tryingto serve god and a great many othersthat are hypocrites but as sectssec as I1

societies as churches they are not I1

authorized of god etletiyou can trace
them all to their origin and nindgild that
that origin is human in its naturethey have not come from god they
have come from men some of themgood men perhaps menblen have met to-
gether and formulated creeds andorganized societies and these societies
have grown and spread abroad midandafter a while have boramebecame ochoorthodoxox in

the earth at firlit they were perse-
cuted and opposed but as they grew
InNyealth as wellweli asa8 in numbers they
made a namenime and a noise and became
a power in the earth and are recogniz-
edexandand understood as orthodox heetsbeetsbut there is not one of them ordained
of god they arearc not set up by di-
vine command and their ininianiniserj
havebave not been to
preachbreach the boselgoselgospel ilornor to administer
in the things 0of the hingkingkingdomd am theremay be and no doubt arc men amo
them preaching that be
lieve to be true but a mans beliefjs not authority A man may believebelleve a
thingthin to be right but that does not

authority to represent gad iuin
that matter A manloan may believebelleve it is
nightrightrighettoto sprinkle a babe and callcali thatbaptism but even supposing it is
rimriglitilta though it is not n tilethe fact that
he believesholeves it Is right would notdot lveive
him the authority to adiadladministernimerulMer be-
cause he does it luin the namenaine of the
futher and of the isonon and of the holychot alidand he has nuno right to taktakec
these alliesnames uulonoil hisills lips in vain and
he does taketike them upon his11 Is lips in vain
unless he liashas been authorized to tiselihuthese names no0 mailman hasha anyatly moreinorenightright to useuise the nameilaine of deity inill theadministration of allan ordinance with-
out authority than a concoucommonlillon citizen
without authority has the right toti ususeubothe name and pretend to be the repre-
sentativesentative of thetile government Acof the
united states ofor of great britain or
of germany not a bit but men seemgeem
to think because god does not inter-fere that they have a right to do agreat many things that hehc never com-
manded and do them in the ll11nameme ofthe father and of the son and of theholylluy ghostghosto 1

I1 4i i
NOW as I1 said just now the author-ity to administer in the thinthinsthingss of gods

church has been restored niterthilway
that I1 have told you that is why we
claim the right in churchchuich to ad-
minister thesy ordinances and thatisthat iswhy we I1hrshis downdowil the broad
that outside of this church there is
no authority in thetho world to
ter in the name of the lord if thereis such atutauthorityhority let those who claimto have it show theirtheI1r credentials andprove where they obtained their au-thority from now in this church ofjesus christ of latter day saints notonly is this authority restored and
those same doctrines principles and
ordinances which were haahad in theearly christian church aldaiso restoredbut accompanying these arearc the same
spirit and gifts and manifestations andpower that existed in the ancientchurch and here is one of the great
proofs of the truth of that which I1
have advanced to you wherever theservants of god connected with this
church and holding this authority go
into the world andaud they go out with-out purse or scrip and admadministernisterulster
tiler are no salasaiasalaried preachers in this
church wherever they KO and pro-
claim this gospelgoseeltheythey telteitellteliimthe people
that ff they will believebelleve on thefordthe lordJjesusjususesus christ and repent of their sinssinn
and be baptized fortor the remission Uof
sinshins they shallshail receive the holy ghost
throughih the laying on of handshanas and
that this holy ghostlosthost that shall be
given to them is the same spirit exact-
ly in its manifestations in its power

i that the apostles conferred open the
people bybv the lacinglaying on of hands in the
earlychristian churchhurch and that rested
down upon the old prophets by which
they wrote the things callea scripturescrip ithe same spirit that jesus christ had
without measure that spirit that ilehegave to his apostles when he breathedupon theinthoin and said peace be unto
you as inymy father hath sent me even
sosa send I1 touxou 41 receive ye
the holy ghostghost 11 that same spirit thatwas upon them onorr the dayotdakofday of pente-
cost that spirit which manifested it-
self to the church in corinth by the
gittgilt of tongues interpretations vis-
ions dreams healings and miracles
and all those signs whicheichkichetch jesus christ
promised to them that believed theseare manifest in the midst of the latter day saints thisthia spirit this power
is revealrevealedsd to them and communicatedcommunicated
to them not merely to the presidency
and the twelve apostles and otherleading elders but to each individual
to every person who believes and re
bents andlandislg blbaptizedsized and upon whom
the hands are laidla d of those having au-
thority fram godio administer in his
name now these meninen might claim
this authority aniandaud be frnfinimpostorsestors for
the world has been ullfullf ofor impostors
and there aretire plenty of61 them nowanow a
days religious impostors these men
might claim to have this authority but
they could not communicate this pow-
er the wolypoly ghost but wherever
peoplemoptop19 receive this doctrine and obeyfitit in the spirit of it their testimonytestimon is
in every laud in every corner of the
earth wheneverwb envernever the servants of god
have penetrated that they have receiv-
ed forfor themselves by revelation by
the holy ghost from on high a testi-mony that this work is the work ofgod and that these men are his ser-vantsvants that is why they are therethat isIs why thetiley arearc gathered tinthesethose valleys of the mountains theyare here because they have received thetruth and a knowledge of 14it because
they have received the ordinances ofthe church and obtained the power
that accompanies themt because god
has witnessed to ththemdemlc individuallythat ilehe has spoken from the heavens

has reestablishedestablishedre his church
and that the time has come for thebuilding upip of the latter day kingdom
andantl the establishment of gods do-
minion inill all the earth and they are
called to help in the work not 0onlyI1
the apostles and priesthood but tilITIallali
the members of the church are called
to take a part in the work and here
we are in these mountain valleys


