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lief needs no protection of law—The free
exercise of religion required—Where the
line should be drawn — Natural rights
must be protected — Danger of special
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Saints—Establishment of God’s kingdom
—Literal fulfilment of prophecy—Resto-
ration of the Christian Church— Authority
of the Priesthood—Lack of Divine Au-
thority in Christendom and Heathendom
alike—Proofs of the Divine Mission of the
Latter-day Saints—FPlural Marrage a re-
higious institution—A Bible doctrine—Con-
etitutional right to practice it—God will

give us the victory.

I HAVE been pleased in listening to the
remarks of Brother Caine who has just
returned from Washington; glad to
hear that his heart with ours is turned
toward the truth, and that his desire,
in common with ours, is to build up
the Kingdom of God in the earth, and
contend for the rights which belong to
us as American citizens. Some people
seem to imagine because we have em-
braced & doctrine which is not popular
in theworld,because we have embraced
a faith which is contrary to the generally
received notions in regard to religion,
that we ought to have no rights what-
ever as citizens of our common coun-
try. Wedo not look upon the matter
in that light. We,consider that we
have the right under the Constitution
of the United States to believe any-
thing'which seems right to us, and not
only to believe i1, but to carry it out in
our practice, so far as we can do, so
without interfering with the rights of
other people., The first Amendment
to the Constitution of the United
States says: ‘“‘Congress shall pass no
law l'eﬂp\_ectlnﬁ an establishment of re-
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” We understand that Amend-
ment as it is written. We do not wish
to interpret it, or give to itany mean-
ing other than the plain language con-
vevs, The language is, ““That Congress
shall pass no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion.” With the estab-
lishment of religion, then, Congress
has nothing to do.. Congress cannot
set up a religion, nor can it pass any

law respecting an establishment of re-

ligion—that is, to prevent its free exer-
cise, There are some people in these
latter times who interpret that Amend-
ment to mean that people may believe
what they please, but it carries with it
no freedom of practice. People may
believe what seems right to them, but
they must not carry it out if it haE-
pens to be contrary to the views of the
rreat majority. Now, it appears to me
that that is a very narrow interpreta-
tion of the meaning of that Amend-
ment to the Constitution. It appears
to us, as it must to the great bulk of
the people of the country—the sovereign
people—that without any constitution-
al amendment, or the passage of any
law, people everywhere are of them-
selves free to believe. We do not
think a law can interfere with belief
even if one were passed Ior the pur-

ose of interfering with it. A man’s
gelief cannot be controlled by any Act
of Congress or of Parliament. No
edict of a government or any other
law-making body can interfere with
my freedom of belief. Whena proposi-
tion is placed before my mind, and I
reflect upon it, and it appears to be
correct, my mind receives it and I be-
lieve it. Sometimes persons believe in
spite of themselves. Sometimes a man
will believe a thing in spite of his own
desires not to believe., Then thjs faith
cannot be controlled by any person out-
side of the man himself, and some-
times he cannot control it himself. No
edict or law, or any power of man
on the earth can alter a man’s belief,
or prevent him from believing. A law
can be enacted to prevent the carrying
of that belief into practice; but it can-
not interfere with belief, and it needs
no amendment to the Constitution, no
e¢nactment of Congress or of any law-
making body on earth, to protect a
man in mere belief. Then it is clear to
us that the intention was, that a man
should have not only the right to be-
lieve, butthat he should be protected
in the free exercise of that belief. As
the Janguage states, Congress is not to
pass any law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, nor prohibit the free
exercise thereof. What is the exercise
of belief in religion? Why, it is cer-
tain acts men perform prompted by
their belief, prompted by their religion.
Suppose a man helieves it is right to be
baptized in water—buried in water for
the remission of sins—how can he evi-
dence his belief in that principle? He
can only do it in the way specitied by
the Apostle James. He says: ‘*Show
me thy faith without thy works and I
will show thee my i1aith by my works.”
“‘But wilt thou know, O vain man, that
faith without works is dead.” That
is theonly way in which faith can be tru-
ly shown—by works. If I believe that
baptism is right I evidence my belief
by being baptized, and if I am not
baptized it either shows that my faith
is very weak or that it does not exist;
that I have not the cou of my
faith, or else that I do not believe at

Now, we consider that we have a
perfect right under the Constitution of
our country to helieye whatscems right
to us and then to carry it out. ““Well,”
someone may say, ‘‘do you think there:
should be no restriction to this? Are
people to be protected in apy Kind of
religion they may have? Suppose a
man were to come here from India
who believed it a religious duty, under

for the rights of others, and this is nnﬂ'[ uel,” the prophet meant what he said,
of the duties enjoined upon us by our and it came
Heavenly Father. dictions in regard to the second com

e have been brought frow the va- | ing, as it is called, the second advent
rious parts of the earth into these | of the Messiah, and the establishment
mountain valleys that we may estab- | of God’s Kingdom and government on
lish a system of religion which has | the earth,swill be fulfilled exactly as
been revealed from heaven, which our | the prophets have predicted. There js
Heavenly Father has commmitted to us. | no need to mystify, nor to spiritualize,

We have not taken this religion from | nor to ex the,

some circumstances, to strangle 2 man,
would he have the right under tLe Con-
stitution of the United BStates, to
strangle? Again there are people who
believe it i1s right, in India, to burn a
widowson the funeral pile, that her
spirit may be sent to Kkeep compan

with her husband in the other world.
Would that person, or those persons
have the right, under the Constitution
of the United Stutf;s, to carry out their
belief in this country?” We say no.
We say that the Thug has noright here
to practice his faith. We say the Sut-
tee could not be established ip this
country, “‘“Why not? You believe it is

man to have more wives than one, and
th.at those who thus believe are pro-
tected by the Constitution in the
practice of their religion. Why should
not those who believe it right to stran-
gle, or to burn widows, have the right
to practice their relizion under the
Constitution of the United States?”
The diyiding line is very simple, as
truth generally is. It isvery easyto be
drawn. Itis to be drawn in conson-
ance with the spirit ot the Deciaration
of Independence, and with the princi-
ples that underlie our government. In
the Declaration of Independence it is
laid down that there are certain rights
that cannot be alienated, that are na-
tural, that are inherent, that are not
imparted by governments; they do not
belong to politics, but they are inherent
in the individual—the right to life, the
right to liberty, the right to prope: {,
and the right to the pursuit of happi-
ness. These rights are inalienable.
They belong to every individual. They
are not conferred by law. They belong
to us. They are born in us. They be-
long to ﬁvmiy person who breathes the
breath of life, Then, an act offany in-
dividual or any government which in-
fringes upon these netural rights is
wrong in and of itself. If any indi-
vidual interferes with .the rights of his
fellow men he inay be restrained by the
secular law. The right to life, and to
liberty,and to the pursuit of happiness,
and to property belong to all individu-
als alike. One body of people profess-
ing one faith must not intefere with
the rights of any other hﬂt‘!g of people

rofessing another faith. The Latter-
‘day Saints, as well as the Latter-day
sinners, the Methodist as well as the
Catholic, the Jew as well as the Gentile
—all people alike in this great country

must be protected EE]I]H.II% in these
n;t.ura.l rights which elong to
them.

Here, then, is where the line must bhe
drawn. Anything that persons profess
to do under the name of religion
which interteres with the rights of
others 1s swrong, and the secular law
may step inand protect the citizens and
restrain or punish those people who
attempt to do this under the plea ot re-
ligion. If I do anything which inter-
feres with the life, the liberty, the
happiness, or the property of my neigh-
bor, the law has a right to step in and

rotect my neighbor and restrain me.
gut if my religion—that which I be-
lieve to be true, and which I try to
carry out as a part of my faith—does
not interfere with human rights, does
not infringe in any degree upon the
rights of my fellow man neither Con-
gress, nor any other law-making pow-
er on the face of the earth, has the
right to interfere with me under the
Constitution of the country. I have
a right to the exercise of my religion
so long as it does not infringe upon
the rights of other people. There is
where we draw the line, and we think
it is the right place. And we are stand-
ing up, not only for our own rights in
this respect, but tor the rights of all
people upon the face of this land. As
has been said by Brother Caine this
afternoon, in passing certain enact-
ments which infringe upon our religi-
ous liberties, the Congress of the
United States is doing something that
will come back upon the very individu-
als who have been trying to establish
this principle or to enact these laws.

| Because,we may be the society or body

aimed at to-day, and to-morrow
another sect or party or body may be
aimed at by the same enactments which
are passed against us and perhaps will
hold good in both directions. It isa
poor rule that only works one way. It
may be found convenient to-day to
single out the *“*Mormons,” because
they are unpopular, for special legisia-
tion; but in a little time some other re-
ligious body in this country may have
the same inimical legislation applied to
them, to bear down upon them with

reater weight than it does upon us.

ou cannot violate a principle of truth
without receiving very bad consequen-
ees, Those who altempt to o that
will be sure to reap the fruit of their
labors at some time or other. Aud when
the Congress of the United States
commences to inove away the fouida-
tion stoned of the system that the
fathers of this nation built up, they
are working onvery dangevous grouud,
and the consequences thereol . will not
be confined to the few prople avainst
whom these measures are made. ]t is
the duty of every patriot, of every man
who loves his country, and of every

such enactments as these, and in vindi-
cating the principles and doctrines
which enter into the Constitution of

system from the Bible, or from any
other religious work; but it has been

right under some circumstances fora | g

‘hands of the people of the Saints of

woman who loves her country, to do  ¢Xpect the fulfilment of all these thin

their part in preventing the passage of |
. f!t:ut.:tt.:ur just as they are written, like

our beloved conntry. So we are stand-
ing up not onlv for our own rights, but

any of the sacred books that are in ex- | pass word for wordfor ““heaven and
istence; we have not concocted this | earth may away, but not one jot
or tittle of the word of God shall pass

Now, this Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints to which we belong is
established by the Alinighty for the ex-
press purpose of opening the way tor
the accomplishment of this great work.
In this Church is the germ of that
kingdom that Daniel saw. The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
set up by the power of God, by the

revealed to us in our own day and
time, God has broken the silence of
ages. That same God that spoke to
the prophets of old, whose record we
have in the Old Testament, and who
sent His Son Jesus Christ in the merid-
ian of time to die for the sias of the
world-—that same God. that inspired
the Aposties of Jesus Christ in their
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pass and all the pre-|cuted and opposed, bal
| in wealth as ﬁll as they
en mﬁan me and a noise and becam,
a power in the earth, and are recogniz-

will come to | have not been divinely authorized

away, itshall all be fultilled. 1
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the earth. At first th

ed and understood as orthodox sects._
But there is not one of them ordained
of God. They are not set up by di-
vine command, and their ministe

preach the Gospel, nor to administer
in the things of the Kingdom. There
may be and no doubt are men among

lieve to be true. But a man’s
is not authority. A man may believe a

| thing to be right, but that does not.
Thim authority to represent God in:

give
that matter,
right to sprinkle a babe and call that
baptism. But even supposing it is
rights-though it is not—the fact that
he believes 1t is right would not zive

authority of the Most High, is exactly
the same Church that Jesus Christ
built up—that is, the same in all its es-
sential principles; the same organiza-
tion, the same Kkind of officers, the
same doctrines, the same in its spirit,
the same in its ordinaances, the same
in the power that attends those ordin-
ances, doctrines, principles and com-
mandments as were revealed to the
ancient Chureh. [t is governed just
exactly in the same way that the
church which Jesus Christ established
when He was upon the earth was gove
erned. Every Rrim:ixle which was
taught by the ancient Apostles in their
time is taught by the latter-day Apos-
tles in their time. And the Apostles in
our day have the same authority or
Priesthood, as it 1s called, that the
Apostles had in their time whom Jesas
ordained; because those that held the
keys of that apostleship in the earth in
former times have come down vo the
earth, literally and truly, and ordained
men to the same authority and apos-
tleship which they held while living in
the tlesh. That is how the apostle-
ship has been restored. That auther-
ity exists in this Church, and it will
never be taken away again. That
which is called by the Latter-day
Saints the Priesthood, is the authority
given of God to men to act in His
name, 8o that what they do by His au-
thority and in the way that He has ap-
pointed on the earth shall be a.cknuwg-
edged in heaven—that which they seal
on earth shall be sealed in heaven, and
that which they loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. It must be doneas
God directs, according to the revela-
tion of His will. But this authority,
this right, this power from God exists
in this Church, as it existed in the an-

reat works has Himself spoken from
eaven in our own day, and angels
have come down from the courts of
lory with a message of life and salva- |
tion for the inhabitants of the earth.
This Church, this system, this organ-
ization to which we belong has not
been set up by the wisdom of mwan, but
has been set up by the power of God,
by the command of the Almighty, and
has been sustained by him up to the
present time. All the efforts which
are made to break it down will only
tend to build it up. Every law the
United States may pass with the intent
to disintegrate this work, to divide the
freﬂgle, to crush the power that exists
n the midst of the Latter-day Saints,
will only tend to consolidate the peo-
ple, to bind them closer together, to
make their faith more intense, their
eonvictions more certain, and to make
their determination more persistent.
That will be the effect. God is work-
inF with this people and has worked
with them from the beginning. And
this, as we have heard this afternoon,
is not a mere matter of faith. We have
seen so many proofs of an over-rulin
power, and manifestations of specia
providence, as a people and as individ-
uals, in answer to our prayers, that we
know that Godlives, that God answers

rayer, that God Almighty is with the
Atter-day Saints while they keep His
commandments and do His will, and
that He will over-rule for good all
the evil which 1s intended against
us.

This work is established for the pur-
pose of bringing about His designs in
regard to this earth upon which we live.
The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness
thereof. The cattle ona thousand hills
are His. The silver and the gold be- 3 :
long to Him, and the life of all mman- | cient Church,because it has been actual-
kind is in His hands. He is Lord over | Iy restored by the very men who
all, blessed forever, and 1t is His right | held the keys of it. And really, after
to rule and regulate and control all|all, itis that that the world is ﬂ;:'h’-'-iﬂs-
things on the face of this globe. Jesus | All these plans and schemes, all that
Christ His beloved Son has been here, | legislation and these influences that
He dwelt on the earth fora time and |are brought to bear on this Church

erformed the work allotted to Him - this system called by the world

vy which he obtained all power and | “Mormonisin,”” is brought to bear in
sits at the right hand of the Father; | consequence of the restoration of that
and the time is coming when He will | power and that authority. It is the
stand on the earth, establish His gov- | authority of the kingdom. 1t ix here
ernment and dominion, extending it|to stay. Itis here to prevail. First it
from pole to pole and from shore to | Will preach the Gospel of theklin om
shore, and the kingdoms of this world | 48 a witness to all nations; it will then
will become the kingdom of our God | gather together the elect of God from
and His Christ; not in some figurative, | the four quarters of the earth; it will
mystical, spiritual sense, but really | build temples to the name of the Most
and truly as a matter of fact. The | High God in which men can administer
Savior, as foretold by the prophets, | in ordinances thacpertain to the salva-
came upon the earth literally and truly. | tion of the living and the redemption
He was hung upon the cross, and His|of the dead. It will accomplish all
spirit left His body. He was laid in the | that has bYeen predicted by the pro hets
tomb, but He was raised again from | concerning the Latter-day Kingdom.
the dead, not in a spiritual sense, or| Now, this is the Kind of work in
some mythical sense, but really and | which we are engaged.: It has been in-
truly His body was raised from the |troduced by the Almighty to bring
dead. In that body He appeared to |about all those grand events that we
His disciples, and went up from their | read about in the writings of the old
gaze, saying that in like manner he | prophets that have not yet been fulfill-
would descend again. And His prom- | €d; there are a great many things con-
ises are that when He shall come the | tained in the Old Testament that peo-
second time it shall not be as the babe E‘le pay little attention to now-a-days.
of Bethlehem, despised and rejected, a | They have an idea of things coming to
wan of sorrows and acquainted with | pass in some spiritual fashion, or some
grief; nor to be persecuted by His own, [ mythical, mystical kind of way; they
but that He shall come in the clouds |don’t know exactiy how; and it is
of heaven in power and ‘great glory to | the business of certain: men, who are
sit upon the throne of His Father | hired to preach the Gospel, to make
David and reign and rule from the
rivers to the end of the earth, so that
all nations, Kindreds, tongues and peo-
ple shall serve and obey Him. Now,
we look for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and we expect itjust as
much as when the sun goes down we
expect it to rise above the hill tops in
thie merning, And when He comes we
expect it will be Himself—Jesus of
Nazareth, our Elder Brother, the first
born of God in the spirit world, the
Only Begotten of God in the flesh, We
‘expect that He will come and reign
rover the earth as King of kings and
Lord of lords, and we expect that all
Kingdoms, all governments, and all in-
stitutions that men have set up will be | domn, without communication from the
broken down, and as Nebuchadnezzar | eternal world. They receive no rev-
saw them in the vision which Danie] | elation from God. Thewr ministers
interpreted, they will become as the | have no authority except that which
chaff of the summer threshing floor, they obtain from their congregations.
and be swept away and no Fluue found | Many of them do not pretend Lo have
for them upon the face of the whole | any other, when you press them close-
‘earth; because the Kingdom of God |ly. They preach those tenets which
‘and of His Christ will prevail every- the people believe and which are ac-
where, and it will cover the earth. ceptable to the pﬂﬂfllu——ttach wminister

For it is the kingdom that was spoken ©0f each seet preach “*{, that which the
‘of by the Prophets, and we are told members desire to hear. All these
that *‘the kingdom and the dominion differentsects contain many ghﬂud peo-
and the greatness of the Kingdom un- ple who are trying to do right, tryin
der the whole heavens’—that is over  to sérve God,and a great many others
‘all the earth, is it not?—shall be His  that are hypocrites. But as sects, as
kingdom and shsll ‘*be given into the | societies, as churches, they are not

authorized of
them all to their orizin, and find that
that origin is human in its nature.
They have not come from God, they
have come from men, some of them
good men, gerhlps. Men have met to-
gether and formulated ecreeds and

m!yﬂterinus explanations of passages
of Scripture, which they manage to
cover up, and succeed in confusing the
the people more than before the ex-
Fuundin was attempted. Neverthe-
ess, all those predictions that refer to
events that are to take place in the
earth in the latter days will all come
to pass as they are written, and this
work, this Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, this thing called
“*Mormonism’’ has been introcﬁlced by
the Almighty for the express pu
of briaging these things about; that is
why it is universally opposed. All
these different sects of modern Chris-
tendom are like the sects of heathen-

the Most High, and their kingdom thall |
be an everlasting kingdom.’”” Now, we

and when they come to pass they Wiﬂli

other prt:u}he::les have been nccum‘pliah-
ed. When Isaiah prophesied that ‘‘a vir- | organized societies, and these soclieties
gin should concelve and bear a son’ and | have grown and spread abroad, and
that they should ‘“call His name Iman- ' after a while have becam orthodox in
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£1the Church and obtained the

God. You can trace |

him the authority to administer, be-
| cause he does it **in the name of the
- Futher and of the Son and of the Holv
(Ghost,” and he bas no right to take
these names upon his lips in vain, and
he does take then upon his lips in vain
unless he has been authorized to use
these names. No man has any more
right to use the name of Detty in the
administration of an ordinance, with-
out authority, than a common citizen,
without authority, has the right to usc
the name and pretend to be the repre-
sentative of the Government ‘of the
United States, or of Great Britain, or
of Germany; not a4 bit. But men seemn
to think because God does not inter-
fere, that théy have a right to do a
great mwany things that he never com-
manded and do them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost,

Now, as | said {ust now, the autaor-
ltg to administer in the things of God's
Chureh has been restored in the way
that 1 have told lyuu. That is why we
claim the right in this Church to ad-
minister these ordinances, and that is
why we lay down the broad assertion
that outside of this Church there is
no authority in the world to adminis~
ter in the name of the Lord. If there
is such authority, let those who claim
to have it show their credentials and
prove where they obtained their au-

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints not
only is this authority restored, and
those same doctrines, prlncﬁ:leu and
ordinances which were had in the
early Christian Church also restored,
but accompanying these are the same
spirit and gifts and manifestations and
Enwer that existed in the anecient
hurch. And here is one of the great
gnrnﬂta of the truth of that which I
ve advanced to you: Wherever the
servants of God conmected with this
Church and holding this authority go
into the world—and they ge out with-
out purse or E{:l:i]&_ and adm.nister:
there are no salaried preachers in this
Church—wherever they ﬁo and pro-
claim this Go they tell the
that ff they w
| Jesus Christ, and repent of their sios
and be baptized for the remission of
sins, they shall receive the Holy Ghost
through the laying on of hands; and
that this Hnl}; Ghost that shall be
siven to them is the same spirit exact-
in 1ts manifestations, In 1ts power,
that the Apostles conferred open the
people by the laying on of hands in the
early Christian Church, and that rested
down upon the old prophets by which
they wrote the things called scripture:
the same spirit that Jesus Christ had
without measure;
gave to His Apast.]ea when He breathed
upon thvin and said; **Peace be unto
you: as my Father hath sent me, even
sesend I you * *  Receive ye
the Holy Ghost;” thatsame spirit that
was upon them on the day of Pente-
cost: that spirit which manifested it-
self to the Church in Corinth by the
t of tongues, interpretations, vis-
ons, dreams, healings, and miracles,
and all those signs which Jesus Christ
promised to them that believed. These
are manifest in the midst of the Lat-
ter-day Saints; this spirit, this power
is revealsd to them and communicate
to them. Not merely to the Presidency
and the Twelve Apostles, and other
leading Elders, but to each individual,
toevery person who believes and re-
-pents and is baptized, and upon whom
the hands are laid of those having an-
thority from God to administer in His
name. Now, these men might claim
this authority and be impostors; for
the world has been full of immpostors,
and there are plenty of them now-a-
days—religious impostors; these men

people

I'Pose | might claim to have this authority, but

they could not communicate this pow-
er, the Holy Ghost. But wherever
Feuple receive this doctrine, and obey
t in the spirit of it, their testimony is,
in every land, in every corner of the
{earth, whenever the servants of God
have penetrated, that they have receiv-
ed for themselves by revelatlon, by
‘the Holy Ghost from on high, a testi-
‘mony that this work is the work of
{ God, and that these men are His ser-
vants. That is why they are ghere,
That is why they are gathered }in
these valleys of the mountains, They
are here because they have received the
truth and a knowledge of it, because
they have received the ordinances of
power
panies them; because God

d to them individually
_ spoken from the heavens,
that He has re-established His Church,
and that the time has come for the

that accom
has wi
' that He

building up of the lntter-da&Iingdum _

amd the establishment of God’s do-
minion in all the earth, and they
called to help in the work; not nﬁ
the Apostles and Priesthood but
the members of the Church are called

to take & in the work. here
Wwe are, In these mountain '

i
I U

A man may believe it is.

thority from. Now, in this Church of

believe on the Lord

that spirit that He

them preaching that which the llaie f‘“
e



