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offices when necessary, implics the
necessity on his part of being well
instructed in the duties of those

offices, to be an efficiont member of

Priesthood at all times wnd in uny

members must be instructed in the
duties of the many eallings to which
tbey have been set apart.

To this end a law has been enacted
and published; the decree hns gone

of the places named. He should | forth to all the High Priests witihiin

comprehend fully the duties assigned
to every office which is made an
appendage to his; several of which
arestanding minlsters to the Chureh,
and on whom the Church depends
for ita freedom fiom sin and iniguity.
The duties of Elder, Priest, Teacher
and Deacon, are duly defined by
revelation, and no High Priest
should be tgnorant of what they are;
he should use his influence to have
them so efficientiy performed as to
produce their legitimate results
among and upon the people.

Those who hold the right of Presi-
dency must be held responsible for
any official delinqueney, or failure

{ duty, that shall, under their
administration, serve to make the
law of none effect; and they are
they who belong to this Priesthood,
and are recognized as God’s High
Priests, such as I am now addressing.
Well will it be if the gins of the
people are not found on their skirts,
when called to give an account of
thelr stewardship by Him who has
declared that where much is given
much will be required. '

I would not pass entirely unnoticed
the right to make law as vested in
presiding authorities. This Is an
important feature in the government
of God, The living oracles, neces
sary for the galvation or condemna-
tion of any generation are law-
makers.

Asfh the history of every nation
or govermnent, conditions arise
demanding frequent legisiation;
#0 the condltions of God*'s people to-
day may be changed tomorrow.
Every dispensatiou bas a distinet
leading feature by which it is recoy-
nized from every other. Rules and
regulations must be adopted suited
to the eharacter of the work to be
performed. These come through
those who hold the keys, and to
whom the work is committod.
Those rules and regulations must
be observed hy those to whon they
come, or they are without virtue;
are of none effect.

We bave an jllusiration of this
priuciple before us to-day. This
Quorum of High Priests has a
presidency. It s the right of that
presldency to dictate, direct, advise
and require to be done whatin their
wisdom is decmed necessary to pro-
mote the life, incrense the faith,
knowledge and power of the
Quornm. To neecomplish this, the

this Btake of Zion thatithey shall
meet together once in every month
to receive the word of the Lord, by
counsel or otherwise, as the presiding
Council of the quorum shall dic-
tate; and there learn of all matters
pertaining to the administrations of
the High Priesthood within the
Btake.

This demand upon the members
of the Quorum is legitimate; I8
authoritative; it comes from the head,
which has the right to dictate
every member of the bedy. That
member that does not respond isin
rebellion against the law, is in viela-
tion of his own acknowledged fuith,
nnd thercby inherits a curse which
always follows a disrcgard and de-
fying of the authority of Priest-
hood. How well thie fact is appre-
cinted by the High Priests of this

Stake may be determined by their

punciual attendance at time and
place of Quorum meetings.

Young mén of little experience,
and little responsihility are often

admonished and even reproved for]

neglect of duty in not attending
thelr Quorum meetings; but what
shall be eaid of those who have both
age nnd experience; greater Pricst-
hood and responsibilitics, whose ex-
ample they but follow. That mem-
ber wiio has become so absorbed in
worldly attairs that he has no time
to attend hils Quorum, Ward or
Fast-day meetings, and neglecta his
duties generally, has llttle glaim on
the rights and powers of Priest-
hood,

Now in conclusion, Iwould ap-
peal to those present to-day; Do you
comprehend the importanceof the
law of God,—of ita faithful admin-
istration among the people ? Are
the keys and powers of Priesthood
in your possession ? Are you in
the enjoyment of ita rights, and In
the atrict performance of ita duties ?
Arc ita powers at your command ?
Are you 80 thoroughly grounded in
the knowledge of God and of His
ways, that nothing can separate you
from His love which was manifost
in His 8on? If so, the pledge of
eternal life is yours; a pledge that
will surely be redeemed by Him
who is the Father of us all.

Learn of me, and listen fo my
words; walk in the meckness of my
Bpirit, and you shall have peace in
me.—Foo. and Cov.

THE DESERET WEEKIY.

RELIGIOUS.

Salt Lake Stake Conference.

The 8alt Lake Stake Conferenc®
commenced at 10 a.m,, Sunday,
March, 3, 1889, President Angué
M. Cannon presiding. On the stand
were Apostles Moses Thatcher,
H. Smith, H. J. Grantand John W-
Taylor; also Presiding Bishop Wi
B.  P’reston, and his Counseloh
Bishop John R. Winder.

The choir sang:

Praise ye the Lord! *tis good to raiss

Your henrts and voices in His praise.

Praycr was offered by Bishol
Wm. B. Preston.

The choir sang:

Enrth is the place w here Christ will rolg®
Wath all HE Snints, & thousand yoenrs-

BISHOP WM. B. PRESTON

addressed the congregation. If the
Latter.day Saints will give me thelf
faith and prayers I will endenvor &
oceupy o few momenta. ¢ MornnoD®
ism,” as 3t is termed, 1s true. 1t 18
the power of God unto salvation |
all who will believe and obey iff
rincipler. The Gospel we teach 1
rom God, revenled through His Bont
Jesus Christ. We should stud
well the lessons taught in it, ﬂllh
learn ita principles thut we may P!
thetn into practice. We do not re
and study clesely enough, our 168
sons. We are all children in th®
Gospel. 1f we will study by the
light of tbe Holy Spirit we will B“:
that we are but children in 89
school of the prophets. I may 2%
be able to speak for the peow:;
but I can for myself
are so occupied with the cﬂ"f‘:
of life tbat "we cannot U‘t.
the religion of Jesus {hris
The adversary trice to mnke us
lieve that we have not time to be *
Teacber, Priest, or Bishop, and P&f
form the duties of the offices e
which we may be called. It i8 th
business of the adversary to M,
us 80 occupied with the atTais "e
life, that we have not time to ll‘Iat
the religion of Jesus Christ. Yiﬂ
we say and believe it will pay &
live that religion. Those who hﬂ"ﬂ
lived it testity that it gives thenlh_
_{oy anid satisfaction in life that not'ﬂ'
ng else will. They can bear Mod
mony that Jesus i8 the Son of G b‘,'
and that salvation can be secured e
obedience to the pringiples of 1S
Gospel. Those huve this testioon?
who nre diligent In the perfomlﬂ“
of all their duties as Saints; such —
ministoring to the poor, and 1alt
ing in the ministry. .
Ve shouid strive to be helps 1|51d It
tablishing the government o Lhe
the enrth, aml if we will do this ihe
poor will he made to rejoice 10
Holy One of Israel, and God Y.,
blese and preserve us. We !!ﬂgr'
much toencour?e us. All t‘h":nﬂ
in the enrth God will bestow Ulty
His righteous P{eople in His ©
due time, but His wrath
kindled agninst the wicked.
who fight agninst His work ¥
wasted away and destroyed. o
This continent more than 9 5.
has been swept clean of its ‘“hak-gs-
antson account of their \\-iclwtllén”.
The Nophites were ns much the® g
dren of as we are, but they ¥

gl be



