
THE DESERET WEEKLY
a in guine northern statesbeatea

it was understoodtood that toin the event of
ohio going democratic last fall the
michigan plan Wwould be adopted if
weve remember correctly governor bolesboies
had to pledge himself that in the eventelent
of his reelectionelectionre in iowa hebe would
oppose or veto a michigan scheme
for choosingcho presidential electors
there was some talk recently that
nebraska intended introducing some
innovation in this regard

michigan isie entitled to 14 electorsectoreel in
tthehe next college it is supposed that
about six of these at least will be
democratsdemocrat one report tois that the
michigan state republican committee
has decided to ignore the district law
of 1890 and nominateddominated electors at
large in the usual way assuming that
the new lawjaw is unconstitutional this
of course would bring the matter into
the courts but conservative audand sober
minded republicans are of the opinion
that their party in michigan would
risk too much in this project if the
case went against them they would
lose all whereas now they are sure of
8 electorsselectors at least and there is a fight-
inging chance for tw

EUROPEAN WAR PROSPECT

AUSTRIA is greatly agitated over the
warlike demonstrations of russia
great activity prevails in the formforces of
the czar located near toethe frontier
general gourko who is said to be in
command of the division of the army
that will be used for offensive pur-
poses in case dfwarof war is ininconstantconstant
communication with st peters-
burg and sealed military orders
are flying about from point to
point there may be nothing in ail
this that will lead to the opening of a
european war at an early date yet
what can all this preparation mean if
there is no hostile intention behind it

warsaw appears to be at present the
russianbussian point of concentration and the
object of the present movement of the
czar means that jrin the event of a
declaration of war he intends to secureaware
usegle advantage on the first outbreak
rula any kind of a fight there ia16 a great
deal in getting in the first effective
blow as its moral effect tois always
potential

the special alarm created in austria
ift occasioned by theibe fact that the mili-
tary demonstrationsdemonstration are close to her
frontier the russian ambassador has
however assured the austrian gov-
ernment that the czar has no warlike
Jilintention with regard to0 that coultrycomery
this statement has no quieting effect
asan assurances of that character from
such a source are taken by the leading
nations for what they are esteemed to
be worth and that is not much

this much is certain no matter
which of the two nations germany or
austria the czar may propose to at-
tack the struggle would involve both
according to the conditions of the
triple alliance it would appear also
that it would bring italy into the
lightfight if an immediate war
hawha been decided upon by russiaRui isi
however it is possible that a poportionn of
the understanding between russia and
prance is that the latter will take ourscare
of italy that would leave the czar
0propeo cope with germany and Auaustria

in thatbat event it could scarcely be
doubted that italy would be unable to
cope with france while the other
wing of the fight would be so nearly
equal as to make the issue doubtful
russia having the advantageadvantage of over
whelmingwhelminewh elming numbers with which to
perform her part of the process of

pulverizing 11III on the part of russia
one of the chief immediate objects of
such a war would be the unifica-
tion of all the slavonicslavonle races
the success of this scheme
would mean the annihilation of aus-
tria the ultimate purpose would beI1

asaas a matter of course tile occupation
of constantinople by russia the one
step leads directly toward the other

the present war cloud may piss off
but the elements will gather again
until there will finally be a break re-
sulting in europe being deluged in
blood

ORIGIN OF LYNCH lawi
LYNCH law is becoming alarmingly

popular in this country the subject
is therefore one of general intbreettreet
hence the reproduction of the follow-
ing which embodies portions of an
article fr in the pen of M A minor
and which appeared in the phila-
delphia tones of february and
later in the columns of american notesnates
and queries

on the lawn of the most charmincharmingI1
home in south virginia in a beautifulbeautify
valley of campbell county stands the old
walnut tree on which lynch law was first
administered

avoca is the name bestowed on the
old lynch place inin memory of tom
moores avoca by a granadgranddaughterliter of
the colonel charles lynch of the revolu-
tion

it is not generally known that the
original lynch law never sentenced an
offender to death but only to be whipped
the term has been ascribed to more than
one source modern dictionaries and
asomeome of the have treated
it as worthy of notice webster
worcester and other lexicographers
ascribe the origin of lynch law to a
virginia formerfarmer named lynch and the
traditions and records of the lynch
family agree with the more formal
references found in fistori al works
there isin no room for doubt that the term
danownow become a part of the english
language and accepted of all men 1 was
derived from that fearless and honored
soldier of the revolution colonel charles
lynch whose sword fangs on the wall of
the lofty hall at avoca but that colonel
lynch should be reputed the father olof
lynch law in the modern acceptation of the
term is quite another matterand would be
utterly unjust to him in the year 1780
when the fortunes of the patriots were at
low ebb the scotch settlers and tories of

virginia conspired to crush
the rebellion their efforts were
thwarted by the courage vigilance and
energy of colonel charles lynch cap-
tain robert adams and captain thomas
calloway aided by colonel william
preston all virginians of wealth and
influence colonel lynch being chief
magistrate had the power of ita judge he
was a man of striking individuality and

vividly impressed the popular imagina-
tion so eminently a leader that he na-
turally and easily took his place at the
head of the whig party in his section of
the country

these gentlemen ardent patriots kept
a sharp watch uupon0n the loyalists andrwwhen one was ddiscoveredsc playing into

the hands of the enemies of
washington he was seized taken
to the residenceresi denee of col examined
blby a court composed of the gentlemen
aboveove named and others and it found
guilty tied to the walnut tree given thir
ty nine lashes and made to shout libertLiberty
forever lt1 after this he was set free with
words of counsel and admonition that left
him a wiser if notanot a bettermanbetter man oneffone of
the tories arrested was found to have
papers of importance to the royalists con-
cealed in the hollow of a square bedpost
he recreceivedelved the usual castigation was
given a house to reside in on the premi-
sesbesandand forbidforbiddenden to leave them on pain
of severe punishment these orders he

obeyed the refrain of a popular
song of that section was

I1 lurrah for colonel lynch
captain bob and calloway I1

they never let a tory off
until he shouts for liberty

the manner of procedure cannot be
said to be lawless and unauthorized and
was considered by most amply justified
by the disturbed condition of the country
resulting from the repudiation of al-
legiancelegi ance to the english government the
prisoner was brought faceface to face with
his accusers heard the testimony against
him and was permitted to call witnesses
and be heard indisin his own defense if ac-
quitted he was let go often with apol-
ogies and reparation if found guilty he
was punished as before stated and made
to recant his disloyalty after the revo-
lution I1thehe legislature of virginia found
itt necessary to protect tbtheseese gentlemen
bbyY special enactment from the civil suits
broughtbrought against them for taking the law
ntointo their own hands see hannings
statutes at large vol XI ppap 13455 in
later times the mild sentence of thirty
nine stripes gave place to the sentence of
death andand many lives have thus closed
without ceremony but no one ever came
to his death at the handsbands of the gallant
colonel lynch except on the battlefieldbattle fieldno ghostly body ever dangled from the
bare old tree that has battled with the
storms of one hundred and fiffy years 11

SIT DOWN ON IT

THE herald pallscalls attention to the
absurd proposition in the city council
to fill up the jordan and salt lake
canalscanal north of ninth south street
with the hope that it will be sateat down
upon we endorse the city wantswanto
the water and cannot do without it
the money expended to build the
canal was city money and the work was
done for city purposes keep the canal
clean and free from obstruction cover
it over if necessary in places where it
would be better to be enclosed but
dondontdonitit destroy the ditch we do not
wish to attribute improper motives to
any one unless the circumstances
make them so plain that they cannot
be ignored but it looks as though some
personal interests were involved in
this movement or so peculiar a propo-
sition would never have been intro-
duced

THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

resolution
THE dispatch sentgent byrbeby the chamber

of commerce to president harrisonHar rleon
urging him to grant general amnesty
to all personspersona who are under disabilitiesabilitiesdie
through the operations of the ed
munds tucker act shows a gobe rouB
disposition on the part of that body
and is evidence that the movement 16


