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THE WORLDS FAIR FINANCES

august 22 1I walked under
statue

CHICAGO victory into the adminisofthehtastatuetue
eatn building otof the words fair

to see the director general thistodaytay contains the offices of the menbuilding managing the great show itwhoS covered
are by a great gold dome and

is the dome is very big and
aai mortgagebossycostly the mortgage by whichvery

the inindebtednessdebt edness of the fair isis
I1amean millions theand it representsalso bigamp nearly half an acre and
domeftit shinesjhones

covers
out under the sun above the

thearst city otof chicago mortgage
loveisgreat

all the seven hundred odd acres
covets here and it can be seenof shows chicago all the way from
vewBlazin 1york

over
ork to san francisco the

be wiped out at the end ofwilldolneampasirfair when the administration bubuild-

ing

itd
the

wili be sold to the highest bidder
09whetherhether the mortgage will be wiped

remremainsains to be seen thenotout ornr general thinks it will it wawassnr generaldirector 8
this that I1 calledto ask as to

WITH DIRECTOR GENERAL
A CHAT

DAVIS

walking over the marble floor of the

rotunda past the pretty girl in the
antor peddleseddles out foror i each
center who Psva souvenir columbian half dollarssilver contain less tlthanianh in reality they
fifteennee centscenS Wworthorth of metal I1 reached

dozen steel elevatorshalftheoffone
which carycarry you to the upper floors

the second stop I1 was landed and aat through the introductionmoment later handy in the bibigP wasof0 major M talftalfAsario of the director general
haired bearded manrobust grayeray gray
eye and a brunette comeaglewith an presented as the managernager

alexionPlexion was meen
ofSwthe worlds fair director generalra t

daDavivisand he in response to my ques

wnaion said
1 the worldsworldPs fair is doing better

it wwillill pay all its debtsdaywry
and we will come out evevenen we are

down expenses in everyeverydayI1 way
utting

from the music underthee Ssavingving
be followed by otherthomasas isS to

reductions professor thomas
and his orchestra cost us just now
laoo1800 a day and the people who
beard him haghad to pay a dollar a piece

his concerts it took meto44 sogo rid of himseveral months to get
of itt eighteen hundred dollars

a dayl why it costs only 1200 a day
tolo run the great buildings of the ex-
position we are reducing right along

71 our next cut will be as to the gates
winchwhich cost us 18001800 a day

1

and we will

nitcut also in other quartersquarters
what does it now cost to run the ex-

position said I1
it costicost just about xa a day now

but an average in the pastpast has been tarfar
above that when we were building
we spent and more a day for
weeks and money had to flow like
water we have labored under great
disadvantages all the work has been
done under the eight hour law and
thatgist law has increased the expenditures
of the fair over a million dollars the
beades unions have regulated our
prices and we paid double wages for
the work we hadbad to have done on sun

i day in order to get ready in time
somesoine of our contracts were made for

1 the entire period of the fair when they
should have been made for a short
itee and the expenses of the whole

has been materiallymate riall increased through
the haste we had to make

POLICE AND DETECTIVE FORCE

where does this a day that
it requires to run the exposition go I111

asked
it is spent in all sorts of ways was

the reply A large amount has to be
paid out biorfor guards police and detec-
tives we have about two hundred
detectives and sixteen hundred guards
the number of guards has beenbeen criti-
cized as being two large but we need
them to provide against fire the
statue fire controlled above this
building isis typical of our work we
have here one of the most inflammable
cities of the world and one of the most
dangerous as regards loss of life sup-
pose a fire should break out in the
manufacturers building machinerymachiner hall
or the electricity building and should
gain headway think of the electric
wires charged with hundreds upon
hundreds of volts of electricity that
might fly about as wild wires if we
were not prepared for them they would
deal death at every touch why some
of those wires are charged up to one
thousand voltage one of them broke
the other day and fell into a pond cov-
ering nearly an acre of ground A man
was standing in the water in this pond
a good distance from the wire he is
now laid up with a sore leg coming
from that electric shock he got at that
time I1 have it now arranged so these
wires can all be deadened at once itif
it were not so and a fire should break
out the result would be more terrible
than any conflagration of history we
have already had fifty fires but they
have been put out so promptly that the
people have never heard of them As
it is our fatalities have been very lewfew
we haar had in round numbers seven
million people on these grounds we
have built these great buildings with
the men clinching the bolts on some of
these great iron structures asar they were
put together hanging onto the beams
while they were moving and all told
only fifty men have been killed and not
more than wounded in other
words including visitors only one man
in every ten thousand so far connected
with the fair has met with an accident
the only building burned has been the
storage building and for this we were
not responsible

you must also remember that these
great buildings are not like ordinaryordinaastructures they are fragile and
solid as they look you could kick a
lolehole into them at almost any point

THE FUTURE OF THE FAIR BUILDINGS

what is to become of these build-
ings I1 asked will there be a fair
next year

no replied director general davis
A fair next year with these buildings

iss an impossibility they would not
last the winter through the glass
roofs are so constructed that they would
beie broken by the ice and the buildings
would fall to pieces I1 know there is
some talk of an exposition next year
butut it is out of the question

how about the extending of the ex-
position onn into november

1I cant say whether it will be ex-
tended or not I1 think it might be a
good thing for us if we could have ten
lays two weeks or even more in nov-

emberr and it would help us out
whether congress will be asked for

this and whether it will be granted I1
cannot now say but it is very probable
that some such movement will be un-
dertakendertaken
HOW HARD TIMES HAVE AFFECTED THE

FAIR

has the panic hurt the fair I1
asked

yes replied general davis it has
reducedreduced our attendance at least 25 1000
a jayday and our receipts proportionally
far more the rich trien of the coun-
try are not comingcoming to the fair capi-
taliststa lists bankers merchants and the men
who usually spend a great deal of
money at such places as this are stay
ing at home to watch their business
the financial condition is such that
they are afraid to go away the banks
are against us senator manderson was
here a day or so ago he told me that
one of the chief enenaies the fair had
was the banks said he the banks
dont want the people to go to the fair
they are hard up all over the country
and it hurts them to have their money
taken off to chicago hyby theirheir depositors
they have been boinkdoin all they can with
the railroads to keep their rate of tare
up and they discourage the worlds
fair in every way I1 believe this to be
true director Gerigeneraleral davis went
on A good deal of noney comes here
from every point in the united states
aandnd at times this loss is being serious-
ly felt

CHICAGO AND THE FAIR

has the fair helpedhelpern chicago
yes replied mr davis it has

practically saved theth chicago banks
there has been less trouble here than
at any other point in the country the
merchants are doinadoin a big business
and some of the larger firms are having
more custom than they can attend to
I1 dont think the hotels are making
much as yet and theethearethe e is by no means
the extortion practiced that has been
charged the probabilityY is ththata t sep-
tember

I1

and october will see bigger
crowds than everever and thetb richer peo-
ple will probably corrconeie at that time
now many of them are at the sea
shore and we could seese tilethe falling off09
of this class as soon as5 the hot weather
began it is this class that patronized
thothe best hotels and that spends the
money which comescome into us largely
through the concessions

THE concessions THE EX-
PENSES

does the lairfair nanamanagementgement make
much from the concesconcessionsion I1 askedyes replied mngeneraleral davis our
recereceipts6 from the concessions we have
gajgrantedatn ed to the different shows in the
MmidwayI1dway plaisance andancl to others doing
business in the grounds now more than
pay the running expenses of the fair
we get a percentage of the gross re-
ceipts of all the shows and a percent-
age of the receipts from nearly every-
thing sold these percentages range
all the wawayY from twenty per cent to
seventy per cent and every girl who
chews gum inin the grounds gives seven
tv per cent of the amount she pays for
the gum to the worlds pairfair in other
words the fenati chewing gum
company pays us seventy per cent of
its receipts of the shoves in midway
I1 think the cairo street pays best
though we get a good round sum from
all the big fenisfen is wheel has paid
us nothing as yet it not to give
percentage until it haihad received enough


