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1

being requested tamakeato makemako a few remarkremarkss
to thothe saints at the present time I1 have
risen with cheerfulness to add my testimo-
nykytoto what hasteenhas been said and to speak a few
words moromore iniri relation to thothe church and
kingdom of god and the gospel ofjesus
christ kilwoonhisnis son I1 rejoice in thothe opportu-
nity of meeting with the saints and seeing
their friendly faces which beam as though
their hearts felt glad to associate together
to commune onoone with another and to

I1 hear what the lord may say through his
servants who may be called upon to ad-
dress you brethren and sisterssisterathothothe feelings
of my heart alethe lord blessbiess you andaud
pourfourfaintsour his spirit upon you and upon all his
saints evereverywhere

I1 have listened with interest to thothe re-
marks that have been made I1 rejoice in
ananythingC that goes to advance the cause of
zion andad I1 know of no onoone thing more po

to that effect than our living by
every word that procco dethdoth out of thetho
mouth of god and I1 apprehend that ifthekhetho saints will listen to the words of counfaselselseisol and unto thothe commandments of Ggod0d

boveryhovenyvery serious inroads will ever be mademad
aponj us either by contestants for thothe su

in this kingdom or by congress
itself these are my feelings

I1 became connected with the church
afof god on the day of octoberoetober
1831 1I do not know how many thorothere are
nonlivingnow living that can datodate their connection
with the church to an earlier period thanthis there is one and perhaps there aroare
two that I1 know of I1 know of no moreiboISOstill I1 cannot say in relation to this now
HIifI1hadbad only improved upon thothe timeI1 been allotted gained tho experience I1might have gamedgained perhaps I1 would have
lieileheenbeen further hiin advance than I1 am at thothepresent time but I1 am not discouraged I1havohave no feeling to linlingerer or flag but feel to
persevere and to do Zallail I1 can for thothe build-ing up of the zion of our god I1

I1 apprehend brethren and sisters that
there are faithful witnesses in this churchwho havohave lived with the prophet who

I1 havebave travelled with him who havohave eaten
with him who have slept with him who
have preached and prayed with him andlavehave been as familiar with him as a childever was with his father there are I1 say
witnesses that lived with him
who will continue to live and be able to beabeara faithful testimony to thothe truth until thothekingdom can take care ofitself or god will
take care ofit I1 tell you that light will comoupon you pretty soon the glorious light ofheavenreaven be patient enduring tho sun
will rise and darkness will fleoflee away byand by true to the word of promise thesun does rise and darkness fleesaway and

f thotheahe sun ascends to the meridian and hisrays illuminate the whole face of natureyou can then see you can then appreciate
the word of promise would it bobe any
satisfaction to youu if I1 were to continueand tell you xothatat thothe sun does shine itshines in the face of you all you have no
needheed of my testimony you havohave no needof my assurance it disspraysplayssplays its light to allthe world and you bdbehold01 it anandlightno onecould convince you that thothe sun does notshine

so let me say here that therothere aroare faithful
witnesses who will testify to the truththat lived with joseph themartyredmartyred prophet and they will continue

4j to live and testify till this kingdom cantake care of itself what do you mean bythetho kingdom taking care of itself I1 meanthat the veil which is now cast over theworld will be rent asunder and every eye
will see and everyovery heaheartrt feel then thekingdom can take care of itself and have
0meo need of witnesses to prove that thetho sunshines wellweil then if the veil of thothe cov
eringermbenj which has caused so80 great darkness Isrentzent in twain and thothe whole peopleeople aaM itwere seeseo aaas they are seen and klowasenow as thoytheyth0Yareate known himehave they any particular usetisefor the testimony of a feeble mortal thatthe power of god in streams of light fromon high is being poured down upon thechildren of god om earth why it is Aacharacter of evidence beyond the feebler
voice of mortalsjiI1 that so long as thesethose witnesses remain it will bodoa pretty hard mat-ter for congress or for apostates to makomany inroads upon thothe truth while theservants of the mostlhost high inspired bybythothospirit of god stand like a flaming sword

utoistoato guard the way of ththe0 tree of lifeI1 will tell you brethren and sisters thetile
apostleship is of some importance to thotheA saints of god but I1 will say furthermore
that it is very satisfactory to me whenkihen I1callcalicalitoto mind thertho remarks of fhehe prophetjoseph smith I1 will give you my testi-mony in one particular place anthopresence ofabout sixty men behe said A my
workwo k is about done I1 am going to step
aside awhile I1 am going to restzest from my
labors for I1 havehare borne the burthen anandheat of the day and now I1 am going tostep aside and rest a little and boingtrollroll theburthen off my shoulders on the shouldersof the twelve apostles sowhow said beybetheroundroundupup your shoulders and bear offthiskingdom has he ever saidsald this to anyoneelse I1 do not know I1 do not care it isenough for me to know that lieho said it to

the quorum of the twelve apostles and
since that time we have endeavored to do
our duty and perform the work that wwasas
given us to do

wowe did not consider at the time he boriborehori
this testimony that hohe was going to die or
bobe taken from us but we considered that
as behe had been borne down with excessexcessiveivdltd
labors by day and night that hohe was goingoing
to retire to rest and regain his health aniandand

I1 we should act under his direction and bear
thetho responsibility of the work butbub when
the fatal news came to aspus in the eastern
states that be with his brother hyrumayr
had been massacred in carthageCarthagehago jail I1 will
tell you it brought his words home to our
mindsand we could then realize that he hadbad
spoken in sober earnest and the twelve
men upon whom he had conferred this
power then stopped forth and took their
position when the twelve united heart
and soul stepped forth everythingevery thing yielded
before them

well lowi will give it ashs the feelings of
my heart andoffandana if I1 am wrong I1 can bobe cor
ilecter right herehero that no one need be curi-
ous or anxious as to who is going to aeleadad and
guide this people I1 will tell you chatas ionlonlongiong
as god has a church on the earth he wiliwillwill
govern it now I1 will tell you a little of
my feelings in relation to it I1 know that
when president younyoung returned with the
twelve to nauvoo sehe gathered them
around him and said he 1I want you to
disperse among the congregation and feel
the pulse of the people while I1 go upon the
stand and speak

we went amongimong the congregation andpresident young went on the stand well
hohe spoke and his words wentwont through me
likolike electricity am I1 mistaken saldpaid
I1 or is it really the voice of jojosephephamithsmith this is my tetestimony it was
not only the voice of joseph butt there
wereweno the features the gestures and evenoven
thetho statutestature of joseph there before us in the
personerson of brighambri ham and though it mayto gresTrespresidentbe said that presidentident young is a com-
plete

com-
pleto mimic and can mimic anybody I1would like the man who can mimic
another in statutestature who was about four or
flfavefiveve incheshigher than himself every one in
thetho0 congregation everyoveryonewho was inspir-
eda by the spirit of the lord felt it they
knewknow it they realized it

I1 sat myselfdown in the midst odtheofthetho con-
gregationgregationgatlon9atlon with my two wives whomirjosephjosoph0 1 h had givenven and sealed tometo me whenpresident youngyoung began to speak onoone of
them saidaid it is the of joseph ititisisjosephh smith the exclamation of the
otherothen was 11111I do not see him where is
he well thothe thought occurred to inmy
mind respecting the scripture whickwhich
president young has just quoted myZf
sheep know my voice and follow rmea0
whorewhere is the one that recognized the voice
ofjoseph in president young where is
she she is in the line ofotherherhen duty but
where is the other gone where I1 wish
she were not the sheep of the good
shepherd will follow the voice they know
but they will not follow the voice of a
stranger

now this was a manifestation of the
power of the Almightyiti was the power
of god resting on an individual in the eyes
of all the people not only in feature and
voice but actually in staturestatute this ib my
testimony I1 might go on and add many
more testimonies I1 recollect reading that
when our savior was baptized by john in
the jordan the spirit of the lord descend-
ed and rested upon him in the form of a
dove and a voice from heaven was heard
sasayinging this is my beloved son in whom
I1IYam wellweil pleased hear yehim 11

well now it did not depend upon argu-
ment it did not depend upon reason the
voice of the almighty the form of a dove
descending andland resting upon him were
sufficient evidence to prove he was tlethothe son
of god argument was out of the question
did it require argument to prove that bro
brigham young held the position of joseph
the martyredmartyred prophet did it require
proof that joseph was there in the person
ofDf Brigham speaking with an angels voice
it required no argument with those who
feared god and loved truth it
none

well now we have the to
know that whatever changes may take
placelace inI1 n the the churchchurchardChurchandindmaddonikingdomsKingdomfof god wewd shallshailshalliotnot bebo left in the
dark nor will our destiny b40 suspended on
the frailty argumentof but I1 believe that
whatever changes take place will be
brought about by adapowerpowerower that everevoreveryovery childtfbf god will recognize I1

rhesethese are the feelings of my heart and
consequently I1 dismiss every anxiety in re-
lation to it it is fobfor me to live my relirellg
ion and honor my god and to lathimletiet nimhim
steady his own arkaik let me dodd myiny duty
and all will work for the best this is howbow
I1 feel brethren when I1 began toth speak
I1 had quite an argument fixed up in my
mind but I1 cannot touch it now and it is
lisilsuselessblessbiess to try I1 will isayfeay however that it
is all summed up in the excellent quata
iontion made by our president 11my sheep
now my voice and will foliosfollow me but a

stranger they will not follow for they
now not the voice of stranstrangersers 1

we must learn brethren andhd sisters tobetobotobe
wise we must learn to let the world afoalonene
tho lord has brought us put from the na-
tions said he comecomecomo but of0 her
my people that ye bobe not partakerspartakers
of0 her sins and receive not of herper
plagues now why should we ever mavepaveayoavo
any lingering cesiredesire for any connection
with the world again will we invite
them here and ourdur means among

them and put a weapon lain ilfeld hands to
destroy us
anaix illustrious visitor and one only sec-

ond in omeeoffice in thetho united states express-
ed a desire should seepee the necessity
of iniinvitingting men of capitalitaI1 to our midst to
aid iniq developingdeveloping tillteilthetho0 resources of the
country theretherebyy making our territory a
greatreat commercial centre the lord knowswisnishis own business best and he will con-
duct it in a manner and way that will
please him I1 apprehend hohe will take
care of his people and if wowe will do his
will and keep his commandments heire
will provide forlor us and we may yet lelearnarn
in the midst of all our reasoning and argu-
ment that god has never yetyotot desired Uus to
live after the manner of ttetiethetho world lsit is
for us to keep llishis commandments and he
will provide for his children he will
provide for his servants brethren and
sisters you will see the servants of god
will have joy at heart but the enemies of
rlrighteousness will have sorrowitit is well for us to adhere to the principle
of operationcooperationco and everything else that is
calculated to advance our interests aswr a
people it is well for us to adhere to the
teachings that we receive and let our ene-
mies and outsiders alone Is there any
thing wrong in our concentrating our time
and means in a certain channel can we
not trade where and with whom we will
aroare wowe doing any one any injustice in
this no have we the constitutional
right to invest our capitalcap I1taltai wherever we
like yes wowe have the constitutional
right Is it my constitutional right to get
all thetho power and influence that I1 canyes it is Is there anything unlawful in
it nothing at all I1 will venture to say
that the hon vice president would not
object todayto day to have influence gyeroyer all
the citizens of the united states he
would nounoc object to it at all neither would
any other politician

we say there is nothing unlawful in brig-
ham young getting all thetho influence that
hohe can but they want him out of the way
they are not willing they cannot bobe wil-
ling to see a man who has earned the posi-
tion he occupies use his influence
enceenco for the welfare elevation and advance-
ment of thetha people they want to occupy
it themselves and they arearo jealous

I1 do not feel to detain you a great while
brethren and sisters but there aroare two or
three things in my mind that I1 wish to
make known congress it is said is going
to give the people their rights iI1 wonder
why they never thought of giving us our
rights thathat is another thing it is a horse
ofanother color but our rights are safe
our rights are in the hands gorgodof god and we
will trust in him for them and when
he does give them to10 us he will give them
on a large scale

brother geo A smith was computing
the interest and indebtedness of Missour4
to us but I1 tell you when the lord pays
us up it will be a big reward babe pa-
tient live your rellrelireligionionlon and when the
almighty does reward it will bobe on a large
scale

and now let mome give you my feelings in
relation to the interference of the govern-
ment of the united states what do they
want to interfere with us for whom have
we injured have wo injured anyone
have we done wrong to anyone jew or
gentile have we donedona wrong to the in-
dians have wowe done wrong in cultiva-
ting the soil and in making this
barren and waste desert fertile

what wrong have we done that it is ne-
cessary for congress to interfere they
say we are afraid youyon intend to do
wrong I1 well then you punish us in ad-
vance for theole wrong we have not done

they say you are guilty ofbf practicing
polypolygamygarny well now this is only one
feather in the bird only onesone singleingie feather
I1 will tell you everything is wrong about
us in their estimation it is wrong of usus
to gatget such an influence on the earth both
athemeat homehomo and abroad and the reason why
so much is said about polygamy is because
it is the only handle that they chinkthink they
can get hold of butbul they will disdiscovercoyer that
even this is so doubtful in the eye ofcon-
stitutional law that it can give them nono
assurance of success against Us and they
will find it the very principle that will
break in pieces the power that would set it
aside

I1 would not say that I1 am speaking now
as a representative of the mindminds of the latberday saints as a0 body J1 wish merely to
expressexpress my own sentiments andind feelings
anand if isayI1 say anything that is wrong let me
be corrected for it righttight herelibre I1 will tellteil
xouyou that just inin proportion asaj anyany powerpowen
whetheri thee united states or any othercoffier na-
tion seeks to hinder or oppose thatho pro-
gress of the latter day saints or lay anany
stumbling block in their way the lordlorwill lay two stumbling blocks intheirhoir way
to their laying one in ours Ijwe have something more potent than

to defend usug we have the
arm of jehovah pledged for our protectionprotectionsprotectioniloni
hohe will make barchisbarebaronishis arm in the eyes of
thothe nations and they will feel iii itilisillsisetget-
ting too late in the klayday the battle is too
far advanced

then let us asits latter day saints benilbenni
led with reverence for thetho Kingringkingdomdodadona of god
forfor his laws and institutions remember-ingI1 ng ourgur prayers being faithful boing our
duty inii all things and tilethe lord will bear
kofl his kingdom god bblessbiess you amen
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PROVO govkov ath 18691899
editor deseret news deardeat sir per-

ceiving some observationobservationsBinsinin your pa-
per relative tot the advisability of be-
coming acquainted with the use of
firearms in this indian country I1 res-
pectfully olner one or two suggestions

before coming tpto utah I1 lived in an
exposed countrycoutitry where volunteer corps
occupied the place of the militiaa here
and it was found that no plan for keep-
ing up the efficiency of the men andani
the esprit du corps was so successfulsuccessfulfal
as frequent target matches and friend
ly competitions between different com-
paniesponies for prizes for thetho best shots
theserhese prizes wewerere sometimes given by
the government occasionally by wellniell
todoto do men and often by officers of regi-
ments and captains ofor companies such
a system could easily be introduced
here

I1 will mention another subject totally
different from the above but which I1think worthy of speedy consideration
and that isabe fact that our settlements
are being rapidly overrun by the

spirSpinosum pror spring burr weed
which all wool raisers know Is desdestruc-
tive

ruc
to that interest in the highest de-

gree it was found necessary in the
cocountryun try J spspeakeak of to imposemp0 ae a penaltybenaltybbyy lelegislativeg1 S a v enenactment on all wwhoho
ssummeredsuffered tthehe ppestes t to grovgroi upon their
I1landsand S veryvertourrrespectfully

ALPHA

ti PROVO CITY UTAH
november lith 1869
mewsnewsems thinki

1ng your
many readers would appreciate a lineof
news from this portion of the countryebu I1have taken the liberty to offejoffermyremy ser-
vices in lieu of some more competent
person

I1 left the city tuesday morning for
a lumber wagon ride southbouth soon after
my departuredeparturel ascertained that to ride
tnin a lumber wagon meant to go lumber
ing2719 over all the rough places loose
stones chunks of hardhara earth etc that
lay within a reasonable distdistanceguceance of the
road to one who was at all inclined to be
nervous this procproeprocessorprocessessofof systematic jolt-
ing was anything but pleasant at start-
ing but I1 endeavored to make myself
master of the situation by stiffeningstiffeningeuing
everyeveny joint and limb bracing forefo anu
aft against the numerous rough places
but made a complete failure as an ach-ingipg head a bruised body and aching
limbsilmis abundantly testify without hav-
ing cause to refer to any finer points
in my nature to prove the factat battle creek bishop brown had
the kindness to show me the new co-
operative store in process of erection
there which is being built of material
that I1 suppose is not in use anywhere
else lain the territory a species of rock
porous in its nature and to a certain ex-
tent sponge like iniri its appearance
formed by the rapid petrifaction onearthofearth
weeds sticks and roots at a largelarget spring
adjacent to the settlement it can be
hewn with a common ax as yousou would
hew wood and Is certainly teethethetbestiest ma-
terial for putting anad outside ninishfinish or
coat of plastering on that I1 have ever
met with some of this stone has been
so rapidly changed from earth to stone
that toots and sticks are found firmly

perfect wood yet
A school has just been organized at

that plade under the supervision of a
gentleman evereveryy way
qualified to make a complete success of
it the people arare alive to the interests
of education andad ghowdhowshow a spirit that
Is truly commendableat noon yesterday arrived at provo
and found that quite a change had
taken place in the general appearance
of thuthe place bishop smoots residence
04on the south of hethe public square pre-
sents a most beautiful appearance and
is certainly quite an ornament bishop
Ssheetsheets house is making rapid strides
toward compcompletiontion the feneefence around
the public squarequare and tabernacleelecle block
will soon babe finished workmen areatare at
work on the vestry of the tabernacle
also on a large gristdrist milland altogetherprovo presents a lively appearance

the cooperativeco operative store iais in full blast
under the able supervision oferoof liro BR ER
hopkins who does the honorshonore of the
office and counter in a true busibuslbusinesslikebusinessness likeilke
style

the people have been biestblest with a
plentplenteousegus harvest and are in the enjoy-
ment

I1

of good health
I1
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