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JAMES G. BLAINE.

He |8 fallen] We may now contem-
plate the most conspicuous figure of
our day and natlon as one whose hour
upon the stage s past, whose pnrt in
life’s drama js played, who has gone
behind the scenes and there swalts the
verdict of those who slt in judgment
upon what he has done and how It
was done. No more the “*plumed
knight’ at the head of tralned nnd
valiant followers wmaking the arena

reverhernle agntn nnd agaln with the
clangor of forenelo strife; no more the
“Nuvarre of the rostrzm’’ binding as
with o spell by the magical
force of masterful rhetoric and clarion
tonen the thronga that gathered fsr and
wide to hear him; no more the Nestor
of the administration he did so much
to bring Into existence; nv more the
mnn of magnetism, of influence, of
preatige, of learning, of detcrminntlon,
of all but complete succese—but just the
mortsl elay whirh contalned n worn-
out, sorrowing,disappointed, amhitious,
wonring, sguresslve nnd withal most
masterful soul,

Bisine !s dead! Those who hnve
been 30 familiar with his ermbatlve
exploita, hisintellectunl achievements,
bis Jofty purpores and his general
aptitude In the domain of state.
oraft—and what Amerlcan, old
or young, that has not?—will haveto
read that eentence geveral times to
- renltze its full import. An event ex-
pucted every hour for months and yet
an difficult to conceive of when it doer
come! This of {taelf i a tribule, one
containing more than could bhe fash-
loned out of mers worde, It shows
that he was foremost of nll mortnl
subjects in the thoughts of the people,
that while they kpew they must roon
bow to the inevitahle, the bope. that
the werst might hy some providence
bo delerred rematned with them and
went out to bhlm even =as they re.
cognized that lile’s ocandle was
burning low and dim. In all
hearts wup that ove touch of
bnmasn natnre that makes us all
akip, aud even those who opposed, who
warred againet, who even abused the
won:derful man in hia lifetime had
naught but n feeling of genutns aym-
pathy in thelr brensts at the specticle
of the yvne who fought them so stub.
hornly and effectively being slowly
consumed In the grasp of the relentless
and remorselesn desttoyer,

Jumes Gillespie Blaine wra born in
West Brownsville, Washinelon coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, on the 81st day of
Janunry,1830. Hianncestry wasScotoh-
Irish, and he constantly exhtbited
in public and privete the char-
acteristica of both nationalities,
His early career wns tn the
line of intellectnnl pursuits, heing of-
tener engaged in teaching in the
schools tban anything elee. In 1854
he removed to Augustn, Malne, where
he bonght nn interest In the Kenneheo
Journal and bezan what proved to be
n successful journalistic career. Here
he met the womsn who subsequently
became his wife, Mlss Harrlet Stan-
wood, The agitation Ip the Innd look-
ing to the formation of & national
party opposed to slnvery enlleted his
early and easrnest attentlon, and in
1858 bo wns one of the dolegatesto the

convention which nominated John C.
Fremont for Presldent. He kept
on 89 8 journalist and in
1868 begnn his political career hy
belug u cundidate for the legislature
and 8 successful one; he was re-slected
three consecutive timer, the last two
termn perving ns speaker of the houre.
In 1862, the prestige gained by the
conspicuously sble manner in whteh
his legislative duties had heen dis-
charged and his devotlon to the Union
cnuse was recognized in an eleation to
Congress, and he mnade the remarkshle
record of belng chosen six consecutive
times mor+; during three of theee
terrus he waa @peaker., He was
then elerted to the Henste and served
there for four years and then
went into President QGarfield’s
cabinet, upon his retlrement from
which shortly after his chiel’s nssasal-
nhtion, be began work upon his book
entitled **Twenty Yesnrs in Congress.*
He received the Republicam nomina-
tion for Presldent at Chicago in 1884,
heving been the most conspicuous can-
didate for the honor at the two
previous conventions, but was defeat-
ed on each occasion. In the eampaign
whioch followed, Mr. Blalne took the
stump and made s moAt remarkahble
canvags, but he wus defeated by
Grover Cleveland. The rest of his
history iatoo well know n to need men-
tion here. |

In meking up .tne record of
James G. Rlaine’s life the historian will
he confronted with some Jdifficulties.
Bacauee of the subject's surpessing
abillty and aggressivenrss many there
be who, when the look backward is
taken, will rememhber some of the
things sald and done by the great
atatesman to which the keeneat oriti-
clem wtll be npplled. That he made
enemies wWak B nalurn} consequenus,
and that his friends were In great
pumber and measure distrustful of
him at times 18 well understood. He
made the mistake of his life when he
raised the ire of Roscow Coukling in
their memorable debate in the Houss
of Representativer; Conkling was an
imperions and very able man, sensl-
jive ;to the point of absurdity when
petaonnlly attscked. The buorning
sarcasm which Mr. Blaine poured out
upon the New Yorker rankled in the
latter’s breast foraver after, and when
the former wans within a tew votes of
the nomination for President nt Cin-
cinnati in 1874 Conkling swung his
own following, and influenced the
combined oppusition lo do likewlse, to
Huyes, who was nominsted. Victory
was thus enatched from the cne who
seemed tn be o veritable man of destiny
and thnt too when it wns : early with-
in bis grasp. He never got up
quite so high again; although receiv-
ing the nomination slght years later,
it wae only to be defeated at the polla.
It lonked as though the hlighting force
of Conkling’s hatred outlived ihe
suthor of It nnd followed the maun from

Msine throughout the rest of his
career.
Life*s Aitrul fever is nver. All the!

ambitlons and sorrows, the hopes and
disappointments that made the heart
swell with joy or depressed with uniuj-
filled promise, count for nothing nt
Inat., Reside the bier of the mun so
zrest on earth, so much admired even
if femred at home 8and abrosd, &
atricken wife, some sorrowing chlldren
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aud u few sympathlzing friends bleng
thelr tears and let their hruised hegrtg
finJ expression when at all in soulful]
sighs. The vanitiee and vexations of
life paes before them llke & dresm, per.
haps, as they look upon thnat thin, wap
und coloriess fnce once 80 eXDressive
and 4o vigorour, and perhaps they say
to themaelves that it is all a flecting
show, a hollow pugennt, s myatitying
moakery. [n the repnblicof the deud
may he find thet repose and penge
which were seldom his In Lhe oue from
which he has taken his final depurture,

THE DEMOCRATS WILL CONTROL,

A Republican senator belng replace g
by a Dsmoorat In an unlockedy.-for
place pettles the status of the next
upper house of Congresse heyong al}
envil, This occurred in Deas Ap. g
the winoer kears the rather common.
place cognomen of John Martin,
ina lawyer of Topekn and will he Jesg
known when he takes his seat, pep.
haps, than any othér man In the bog
He wae nowinated by the Populiste
and elected hy them with the ald of 5
few Demoocratic votes, and I8 undonbg.
edly a Democrat himself, one of (4
“straight-out’ variety at that, or Mg
Lense would not have been o par.
turbed snd Insisted so strongly on AD-
otber organization of the Popu|jat
party.

The rather lengthy struggle in wWg.
cousin terminsted yesterdny in jhe
choice of John I. Mitchel), Democrag-
be wlli succeed Philetus 8Saw er'
whoss term expires ou the 4th of Marcﬁ

next. The most prominent, or at leugt
the hest known, oi the candidaies
from this state—@General Edwarg

8. Bragg—waa looked upon s the
most likely man to gain the prize, by
a8 s often sevn, segntorial elections nre
apt to be as uncertain as to their put.
come a8 any othere. Mr. Milghell jg
nol, however, unknownby any menng:
he is quite a prominent man, whgge
quulities snd standing Bre kpowp
throughout his satate Aand §n many
places outside of {t. g

The Democrata bave now retired
four Republicans in taver of an egual
number of their own men, thua making
n change of elgt In the relative vot.
Ing strength of’ themiselves und the
Republicans, and making the DeCeERBry
forty-four to secute control with the
ald of the Vice-President. [f Mop.
tana and Wyoming shall elect Demg.
crats they would then have forty-six
agalpet forty-one Republicans, s pla.
rality of five and a majority of four:
but whether they do thia or pot, a;
shown the Democrata will have gom-
plete control for a while nt least in
every branch of the government gfter
Mr. Cleveland’s inauguration,

22

A occuaions] prorpector can bLe seen
around Pocatello (says the [duho Dairy
Statesrnan) with his pockets full of
rock, but owlng to the ohiectinne mnde
by Indians no active prospeeting has
ever been cnrried on lu this vieinlry,
especinlly on the resersation, but those
who ure fsmiliar with the country
¢laim that wheusver the reservation
ia thrown open toecttlement and privi.

ieges granted 10 work mines and pros-
pect, this will become a mintng center
lof nore than ordinnry activity.



