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he is fallen I1 we may now contem-
plate the most conspicuous figure of
our day and nation as one whose hour
upon the stage tois past whose part in
lifes drama is played who hasbas gone
behind the scenes and there awaits the
verdict of those who sit in judgment
upon what he has done and how it
was done no more the plumed
knight P P at the headbead of trained and
valiant followers wakingmaking the arena
reverberate again and again with the
clangor of forensic strife no more the
navarre of the rostrum binding as

with a spell by the magical
force of masterful rhetoric and clarion
tones the throngs that gathered furfm r and
wide to hearbear him no more the nestor
of the administration he did so much
to bring into existence noDID more the
man of magnetism of influence of
prestige of teaminglearning of determination
of all but complete success but just the
mortal clay which contained a worn
out sorrowing disappointed ambitious
soaring aggressive and withal most
mastemasterfulrfu I1 soul

blaine Is dead those who have
been so familiar with his combative
exploits mebis intellectual achievements
his lofty purposes and bisbig general
aptitude in the domain of state-
craftcraft and what american old
or young that has not will have to
read that sentence several times to
realize its full import an event ex
pecked every hour for months and yet
so difficult to conceive of when it doesdoe
comel this of itself tois a tribute one
containing more than could be fash-
ioned out of mere words it shows
that he was foremost of all mortal
subjects in the thoughts of the people
that while they knowknew they must soon
bow to the inevitable the hope that
the worst might by some providence
be deferred remained with them and
went out to him even as they re-
cognized that lifelifersIs candle was
burning low and dim in all
hearts was that one touch of
human nature that makes us all
akin andaad even those who opposed who
warred against who even abused the
wonderful man in his lifetime hadbad
naught but a feeling of genuine sym-
pathy in their breasts aatt the spectacleocle
of the une who fought them so stub-
bornly and effectively being slowly
consumed in the grasp of the relentless
and remorseless destroyer

james gillespie blaine was born in
west brownsvilleBrowns ville washingtonirton coun-
ty pennsylvania on the slat day of
January 1880 his ancestry was scotch
irish and he constantly exhibited
in public and private the char

of both nationalities
his early career was in the
line of intellectual pursuits being of-
tener engaged in teaching in the
schoolsschoola than anything else in 1864
he removed to augusta maine where
he bought an interest in the kennebecKenn ebeo
journal and began what proved to be
a successful journalistic career here
be met the woman who subsequently
became hisbis wife miss harriet stan-
wood the agitation in the land look
ing to the formation of a national
party opposed to slavery enlisted his
early and earnest attention and in
1856 he was oneone of the delegates to the

convention which nominated john C
premontfremont for president he kept
on as a journalist and in
1858 began hhis18 politicallotical career by
being a candidatea te jorfor the legislature
and a successful one he waswag reelectedelectedre
three consecutive timer the last two
terms serving asaa speaker of the houseboure
in 1862 the prestige gained by the
conspicuously able manner in which
his legislative duties had been dis-
charged and his devotion to the union
cause was recognized in an election to
congress and he made the remarkable
record of being chosen six consecutive
times moremor during three of these
terms he was speaker he was
then elected to the senate and served
there for four years and then
went into president
cabinet upon his retirement from
which shortly after his chiefs asassassinsassi
nation he begbegan8n work upon his book
entitled twenty years in congress
he received the republican nomina-
tion for presidespresident at chicago in 1884
having been the mostmoist conspicuous can-
didate for the honor at the two
previous conventions but was defeat-
ed on bauh occasion in the campaign
which followed mr blaine took the
stump and made a most remarkable
canvasscanvasfi but he was defeated by
grover cleveland the rest of his
history ishoo well known to need men
tion here

in making up cne record of
james G blainesblaineIs life the historian will
be confronted with some difficulties

of the subjects surpassing
ability and aggressiveness many there
be who when the look backward tola
taken will remember some of the
things said and done by the great
statesman to which the keenest criti-
cism will be applied that he made
enemies was a natural consequence
and that his friends were in great
number and measure distrustful of
him at times is well understood he
made the mistake of his life when hebe
raised the ire of roscoe Cobcobblingkling in
their memorable debate in the house
of representativesrepresentative ConkliconklingDg wwas an
imperious and very able
aveto the point of absurdity when

perpersonallysmally attacked the burning
Parccarcaseisern which mr blaine poured out
upon the nownew yorker rankled in the
latterlanterelat tereis breast forever after and when
the former was within a few votes of
the nomination for president at cin-
cinnati in 1874 conkling swung his
own following and influenced the
combined opposition to do likewise to
hayes who was nominated victory
was thus snatched from the one who
seemed to be a veritable man of destiny
and that too when it was i early with
in bib grasp he never got up
quite soBO high again although receiv-
ing the nomination eight yeam later
it was only to be defeated at the polls
it looked as though the blighting force
of Conklings hatred outlived the
author of it and followed the man from
hejnemaibe throughout the rest of his
career

literslifes fitful fever is over all the
ambitions and sorrows the hopesbobee and
disappointdisappointmentsmints that made the heart
swell with joy or depressed with umul
filled promise count for nothing at
last beside the bier of the man so
great on earth sogo much admired even
if feared at home and abroad a
stricken wife some sorrowing children

and a few sympathizing friends blend
their tears and lotlet their bruised hearts
find expression when at all in soulfulsighs the vanities and vexatious oflife pawpass before them like a dream per-
haps BRas they look upon that thin wan
and colorlesscolo rIeBa face once soao expressive
and soao vigorous and perhaps they gayaay
to themselves that it is all a fleeting
show a hollow pageant a mystifymystifyinginmockery in the republic of the dealdeadmay he find that repose and peace
which were seldom hlahis in the one from
which he has taken hishii final departure

THE DEMOCRATS WILL CONTROL

A republican senator being replaced
by a democrat in an unlocked fop
place settles the status of the next
upper house of congress beyond all
cavil this occurred in kansas aaana
the winner tearsbears the rather common
place cognomen of john martin heisin a lawyer of topeka and will be leaa
known when he takes hisbis seat per-
haps than any other man in the body
he was nominated by the Pop ulistalistis
and elected by them with the aid of afew democratic votes and is
edly a democrat himself one of thestraight outiout variety at that or mrsmra
lease would not have been so per-
turbeddandand insisted so strongly on an
other organization of the populist
party

the rather lengthy struggle in wig
coasin terminated yestyesterdayerdsY in themthechoice of john 1I mitchellMitohell democrat
be will succeed philetus sawyerv

whose term expires on the ath of march
21

next the most prominent or at leastIOWA
the best known of the candidacandidatestimfrom this state general edward8 bragg waswaa looked upon as themost likely man to gain the prize butas tois often seen senatorial elections areapt to be as uncertain as to their out-come as any others mr mitchellMito hell laitsnot however unknownuntenownbyby any meansmean
he is quite a prominent man bhogewho
qualities aandnd standing are known
throughout his state and in many
placa outside of it

the democrats have now retired
four republicans in favor of an beqai
number of their own meomen thus making
a change of eight in the relative vot-
ing strength offof themselves and therepublicans and making the neceeaary
forty four to secure control with thistheaid of the vice president itif mon-
tana and wyoming shall elect demo-
crats

demo-
crate they would then have forty sixelv
against forty one republicans a plu-
rality of five and a majority of four
but whether they do this or not anaa
shown the democrats will have com-
plete control for a while at leastleas inilk
veryevery branch of the government aftermr cleveland a inauguration

anA in occasional prospector can be deew
around pocatello says the idaho
statesman with hishie pockets full
rohroroi h but owing to the objections made
by indiansindiana no active prosprospectingpectin g BM r
ever been carriecarrvelcarrlelI on in thisthia vicinity
especially on the reservation but chosen
who are familiar with the cocountry
claim that whenever the rereservationservatiAi
is ththrownrown 0penopen to settlement and palvi
leges granted to work mines and pw
hect this will become a mining center
of more than ordinary activity A


