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A pretty dear is deer to me,
A hare with downy halr,
A hart I love with all my heart,
But barely bear a bear.
'T'is plain that not one takes a plane
To have a palr of pears.
Although a rake may take a rake
To tear away the tares.
Sol's rays raise thyms, time razes all,
And through the whole holes wears.
A scribe in writing right may write,
To Write and still be wrong;
For write'and rite ar » neither right,
And don’t to right balong,
Robertson is not Robert's son,
Nor did he rob Burt's son,
Y <t Robert’s gun is Robin's_gun,
And everybody's sup. !
I'eer often brings a bier to man,
Coughiang a coffin brings,
And too much ale will make us all,
As well as other thing3.
A poarson lies who eays he lics
When be i3 not reclining;
And when consumptive folks decline,’
They all declive declining.
Quails do not qu il before & slorm,
A bough will bow before it;
We cannot rein the rain at all,
No earthly power reigns o'er it.
The dyer dyes awhile then dies—
To dye he's always trylog;
Until upon his dying bed
He thinks ne more of dyeing.
A son of Mars mars many a 80D;
All Deys must have their days.
And every knight should pray each night
To Him who welghs his ways.
'Tis meat that maa should mete out meat,
To feed one's fortune sun;
The fair should fare on love alone,
Elge one cannot be won.
A lass, alas, is sometime false;
0Of faulte a maid is made;
Her walst {s but a barren waste—
Though stayed she i3 not staild.

own existence; and from the begin-
ning of my experience as an Elder
in the Church until the present, if
there has been a moment in my
life when I have doubted the divin-
ity and truthfulness of these things,
it has escaped my notice,and it is
to-day as much a matter of fact
with me, as it is that I live;

I long ago learned to prize the
principles of the Gospel as of far
greater importance than all earthly
things; they are of more value than
this present life, for without the
(Fospel it is valueless, the grand ob-
ject and purpose of life being attain-
able only through being obedient
unto the Gospel.

A saying of the Bavior is here
forced upon my mind, *‘For what
shall it profit a man if he shall gain
the whole world and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?” Again, I
am the door, by me if any man en-
ter in, he ghall be gaved,” but only
upon this plan ¢an be be saved.

By the principles of the Gospel, | P
+ : - et | eternal life.

as revealed through the Prophet
Joseph Bmith, we are privileged to
secure unto ourselves the gift of
eternal life, which is the greatest
gift of God.” Without these princi-
ples we are as the dumb animal, 8o
far as relates to the knowledge of
(Fod, for our fathers were unable to
teach us, they knew no more of the
ways of God, or the plan of salva-
tion, than the children, notwith-
standing their boasted enlighten-
ment and their potsession of the
holy BSeriptures, They were not

|
endowed with the gift of the Holy
Ghost, why should we not abide in
the truth, continuing steadfast be-
fore God and firm ip the great work
he has established on the earih?
We should never cease to serve|
Him, por thwart his mercy ard
goodness towards us; but ever live
so that the Holy Bpirit may be|
within us as a living spring, calcu-
lated to Jead us to perfection in
righteousness, virtue and integrilty
before God, until we accomplish our
earthly mission, performing every
duty that may be required at our

hands.
In this way I have learned the|

Gospel which I was first tuught to
believe, which belief is8 now super-
seded by knowledge. For now I
know that God lives, and that Jesus
Cbrist was sent into the world to
atone for the original sin, and also|

for theactual transgressions of man-
kind, inasmuch as they themselves
will repent of their sins and hum-
blé themselves before Him in their
ursuit of the gift and blessing of
We should not be sat-
jafied with the testimony alone of
our brethren. It is well and good,
it is indeed encouraging and cheer-
ing to the heart to hear the testi-
monies of the servants of God,—to
believe that God has raiced up men
in this dispensation and made them
witnesses of Him and his Son Jesus,
and who have been shown the mys-
teries of heavenly things, and com-
manded te bear record of what they
saw and heard; yes, it is a joy te
the soul to have men among us who

P

acquainted with the prineiples of
life, they knew not the Jaw of the
Lord, and neither did we until we
received and obeyed the Gospel,
thereby obtaining heavenly light
through the channel of the Priest-
hood. Before this we were as they

The spring shoots forth each spring and | Were, clinging to dead forms, puz-

£ hoots
Bhoot forward one and all;

Toouzh summer kills the flowers, it leaves inspiratioen have becom

The leaves too fall in fall.

1 would a story here commence,
But you might find it stale

80 w.'l' suppose that we bave reached
The tale end of our tale.
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Duaring the time I may occupy, ]
desice to express my feelings with

regard to my faith in the Gospel, |

and the great latter-day work in
which we are all more or less en-
gaged, that you as well as my
brethren may know how I stand be-
fore God and man,

I was born in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day BSaints, but
not under the sealing covenant;
that principle'was revealed to this
Chureh suosequent to my birth, [
have been reared in the midst of
the people called Latter-day Saints,
receiving most of my limited edu-

catirn in their society, and that

during my childbhood under the|

guidance of my mother. Since the
age of fifteen years, I have been en-
gaged more or less in the ministry,
and have received imstruction

throungh having the counsels and |

teachings of the servaats of God,
as you all have; but some, perhaps,
have not enjoyed this privilege to
80 great an extent as others who
have been less abroad. In my
childbood I learned to believe the
(ospel, and in the divine mission
and calling of the Prophet Joseph
Smith, in the visitation of the axu

gel Moroni, in the establishment of
the kingdom of God on the earth,
and also in the gathering together
of the people of the Lord,and many

zled to divine the meaning of many
things which under the light of
e plain and
easy {o be understood.
is life eternal,
know thee the only true and
Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”

It behooves the Latter-day Saints,
and all men, to make themselves
acquainted wlth ‘‘the only true
God, and Jesus whom he .hath
sent.”” Buat can we through our
own wisdom find out God? Can
we by our unaided ingenuity and
learning fathom his purposes and
comprehend his will? We have, [
think, witnessed examples enough
of such efforts on the part of the
intelligent world, to convince us
that it is impossiblee. The ways
and wisdom of Ged are uot as the
ways and wisdom of man. Hew
then ecan we know ‘‘the only true
and living God, and Jesus Christ
whom he has senl?”’ for to obtain
this knowledge would be to obtain
the secret or key to eternal life, It
must be through the Holy Ghost,

|all our dealings one with another.
| and enter into covenant with God

| serve the commandments

whose office is to reveal the things
of the Father to man, and to bear
witness in our hearts of Christ, and
him crucified and risen from the
dead, There is no other way or
means of attaining to this know
ledge. How shall we obtain the
Holy Ghost? The method or man-
ner is clearly marked out. We are
told to have faith in God, to believe
that he is, and that he is a rewarder
of all who diligently seek him; to
repent of our sins, subdue our pas-
sions, follies, and impreprieties; to
be virtuous, honest, and upright in

that we will from thenceforth abide
in the principles of trauth, and ob-
which
he has given us, then to be bap
tized for the remission of our sins
by one having authority; and when
this ordinance of the Gospel is com-
plied with, we may receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost by the laying on
of the hands of those ¢clothed with
the authority of the Priesthood.
Thus the Bpirit and power of God
—the Comforter, may be in usas a
well of water epringing up unto

important things connected witn
this great latter-day work.

Oo my first mission I began to
learn something for myself, I had
hitherto believed the testimonies of
the servants of God whom I bad
heard converse and preach, as well
a8 the instructions [ received from
a most kind andaffectionate motker

everlasting life. He will bear re-
cord of the Father, testify of Jesus
and ‘‘take of the things of the Fa‘-
ther, and reveal them unto ys”
confirming our faith, establishing
us in the truth, that we shall be ne
longer tossed to and fro bykavary
wind of dootrine; but shall ‘**know
of the deectrine’” whether it be of

as also what I could ﬂumpmhend
tbrough reading the Book of Mor-
mon, the Doctrine and Cevenants,
and the Bible. But in the ministry,
where I labored earnestly, I began
to comprehend more fully, through
the jospiration ol the Holy Spirit
what I had read and been' taught,
and so they became in my mind
established facts, of which I was as
absolutely certain as I was of myl

God or of man. This is the course
~—it is simple, reasonable, and con-
gistent. Wheo is there with com-
mon abilities that can fai) to see, or
comprehend it? Indeed, in the
language of the Beriptures, it is so
plain, that ‘“‘the wayfaring man,

};hc:;:gh a fool, need not err there-
n.

Having entered into this cove-

are inspired by the Holy Spirit and
full of the light of truth and of the
power of God, bearing their testi-
mony uuto us that this is the work
of God, that God lives, that Jesus
is the Christ—the BSavior of the
world, and that he has spoken to
the inhabitants ef the earth in the
day in which we live, but is this
sufficient to satisfy me? No. It
will not suffice me to believe that

‘“And this | you know the true and living God,
that tha% gﬂght ete. I must receive this knowledge
od,

for myselfl as you bave received it.
Is not the way open to me to com-
prebhend the purposes and the will
of God eoncerning my salvation, as
to you? Certainly itis. Itis for
all, yea, every son and daughter of
Adam to learn the will of God, to
receive the testimony qf the Spirit
for him and herself, and not to de-
pend alone upon the testimonies of
these good men that God has raised
up to fill the positions they occupy.
And if we should pin our faith to
them, although we might realize
conesolation and even joy and satie-
faction in hearing thelr testimonies,
yet, unless we receive the inspira-
tion of the Holy BSpirit, the time
will uodoubtedly come when the
winds will blow and the storms
beat upon the house we thus may
build and it will fall. What a de-
plorable condition we would then
find ourselves in!

Is it not necessary for all to be
capable of judging as to whether
the testimonies of these men are of
God or man? How can we know
| that what they testify of, is true?
how can we know that they bear
witness of the Almighty, or that
they the holy Priesthood
authorizing them to minister in the
ordinances of the Gospel? I an-
swer, only b{‘ and through the in-
spiration of that Holy Spirit which
is given to all who diligently seek
auid obtain it according to the pro-
mise,

Then if we would know the Lord
Jesus Christ, and his servants, who
are in our midst, and that their tes-
timenies are true, we must enjoy
the light of the Spirit of the living
God individually. The possession
of this heavenly knowledge is abso-
lutely necessary to keep us in the
paths of life and truth, for without
it we cannot distinguish the voice
of the true shepherd, which is spir-
itually discerned ; and although we
may be in fellowship with the
Church, fully believing the coun-
sels of our brethren to be dictated
by wisdom, yet without something
more than mere belief, or supposi-
tion we cannot stand ; and further-
more under such circumstances we
cannot consistently claim that we
bave part or lot in the kingdom of
God., For as it is written, *““An act-
tual knowledge to any person, that
the course of life which he parsues
is according to the will of God, is|
essentially necessary to enable him
to have that confidence in God
without which no person ecan ob-
tain eternal life. For unless a per-
son does know that he is walking
according to the will of God, it
would be an insult to the dignity
of the Creator were he to say that

things of this life. But when he
has this knowledge, and most as-
suredly knows that he is doing the
will of God, his confidence cam be
equally streng that be will be a

rtakerof the glory of God. Then

ot us search after truth—for the|not the

Wightites,
Morrisites, Josephites, and a greg
many other ites?
:.na world care about these? Noth

ng.
forfeited the Priesthood,

Gladdenites, Cutlerite
But what dos
Why? Because they haw

han
power, nor the prineiples

light of the Spirit which leadeth |salvation oniy in part; they haw -

into all truth, that we may com-
prehend the Gospel, be able to sus-
tain the hands of the servants of
God in their efforts te build u

Zion, and work out our own sal-
vation. Though =all the world
should be saved but eurselves, we
being excluded from the Kingdom,
what will it profit us? To see our
fellow-creatures enter into salva-
tion and be exalted into the pres-
ence of God, and the door closed
against us, would indeed be poor
consolation or comfort. Butir we
would enter in, we must do the will
of the Father, keep his command-
ments, possess the gift of the Holy
Ghost, enjoy the testimony of Je.
sus, and become witnesses of the
truth for ourselves; we may then
build upon a foundation more last-
ing than the solid rock. That
when trials come and temptations
surge against us, as they will do,
we may stand and endure to the
end. For not every one that saith
Lord, Lord, thall enter into the
kingdom, but he that doeth the will
of the Father, ete. ; or, as the wise
man once said, ‘““the race is not to
the swift, nor the battle to the
strong, neither yet bread to the
wise, nor yet riches to men of un-
derstanding, nor yet favor to men
of skill.” Nevertheless, ‘““He that

endureth totheend shall besaved,’’ | Bp

I eannot believe for a moment that
any of us will attain to the gift of
eternal life, unless we qualify our-
selves through the truth, in the
manner God has prescribed, and in
that way become worthy of it,. We
must obtain this light by revela-
tion, we cannot do it by our own
wiucinm. God will give us knowl-
edge and understanding, he will
lead us in the path of truth if we
put our whole trust in him and not
in man. He then can and will pre-
serve us, and all the powers of
the eﬂ.rtﬁ combined cannet de-
stroy us, for we are in his hands.
Here are our fathers and leaders
that have passed through the school
of experience; they have seen what
the enemies of this kingdom have
tried to do, and Eknow full well
what they would do if they had it
in their power. It has ever been
the desire of the wicked to destroy
the people of Gayd. They have
never slackeped their efforte, nor
failed to use all the means in their
power, nor hesitated te resort to
the most cruel, foul and fiendish
acts to accomplish their mnefarious
purpose. This same ecruel enmity,
althongh for the time being, to
some extent subdued or held in
check by the Almighty,still smoul-
dera and rankles in their hearits,

awaiting a faverable opportunity to
burstforth as fiercely as at any time
during the life of the Prophet Jos-
eph. This is one of the strongest
evidences we can have of the di-
vine mission of President Brigham
Young. Because of the inspiration
of the Almighty and the power of
God which has rested upon him
and accompanied his administra-
tions, he has been the very centre
of the target at which all the dead-
ly weapous of the enemy has been
aimed ever since the death of the

Prughet'.luseph. I say this is one
of the strongest evidences we can
haye of this faet, aside from the
testimony of the Holy Spirit,which
bringeth knowledge. It is unmis-

| takable. The hatred of the wicked

always has and always will follow
the Priesthood and the SBaints. The
devil will not lose sight of the pow-
er of God vested in man—the Holy
Priesthood. He fears it, he hates
it, and will never cease to stir up
the hearts of the debased and cor-
rapt in anger and malice towards

| those who hold this power, and to

persecute the BSaints, until he is
bound, He delights in apostacy
and in apostates, and uses them for
his purpose, but wh it does he or his
emissaries care for their orga

deserted the cause, have struc
hands alike with the infidel an(
the bigot, and formed an alllany
with the maligners and persecuton
of the Baints, and therefore the
are harmless in the eyes of th
world and of theim maeter whon
they have blindly listed to serve
While these men who hold thekey
of the Priesthood of the Bon ¢
Ga;:.‘l, *?hgo ha&vu led fu:'lth the Balny
out o ndage and oppression,
such as could not be endured in th
States, who have gathered the

le from afar, and planted

n happy homes and peaceful dwell
ings, who have reared cities, town
and villages well organized, wel
governed, and prosperous, asd iy
short wrought miracles in the des
erts, and who still counsel and d.
rect the Saints in the paths of lifs
are held up to the ridicule and con
tempt of the world. Their peac,
giood names, i:nnur, pu;edouud
lives as eagerly istently sough!
after, but with fﬂll GM}’E the
blood-thirsty hearts and
hands of relentless persecuton u
during the lifetime of J Bmith
the martyr, when the Saints wen
driven from Ohio, expelled fron
Missouri, or banished from thel
homes in Illinois. Such has s
ways been and such is to-day th
irit of the world toward us. Thi

alone is sufficient evidepce to dem
onstrate the loyalty of this dpmph
to the Kingdom eof God, and thei
ion of the Gospel which i
the power of God unto salvation
Do you want any strenger proof o
this, when you contemplate th
sayings of the Secriptures, “If
were of the world the world woul
love its own j; but because ye ax
not of the world, but I have chost
you out of the world, therefore th
world hateth you.” (John xv,li|
““And ye shall be hated of all me:
for my pame sake.” (Matt. x,2)
“If they have persecuted me Lbe
will also persecute you, *” (John 1v,
M.L “In the worid ye shall han °
tribulation.” John xvi, 83.) “Bles
ed are ye when men shall revik
you, and persecute you, and &y
all manner of evil nst you
faleely for my sake.” (Matt. v, 1l
“Yeaand all that will live godly i
Christ Jesus shall suffer persec-
tion.” (2 Tim., 3, 12.) Therefor,
““Marvel not my brethren if i
world hate you.” ([ John iii, I
“Yea the time cometh that whe
ever killeth you will think thath
doeth God’s service.”” (Jobn xv,
2.) This was the nature of the leg:
acy the Savior left his disciplesand
and followers. Is it strange the
we should inherit the same? Ce
tainly not, if we are the disci
and followers of Christ, for i
same warfare continues betwel
him and Belial, and will until®
tan is bound and righteouss
triumphs upon the earth,

It is a consolation therefor
know, that, notwithstandiog :dr
many shortcomings, fraiities, h
imperfections, the KEvil one, ¥
the world at his back, consider i
of sufficient importance 0
and persecute us with such “‘;"
hatred as he du;.;o Y:;. Ii :1:;;
encouraging to w, tha
ple we are iuﬁehnu,.l’ faithful 04
worthy before the Lord, notwih-
standirg our opportunities for
provement. (0 arouse

tion aad hatred of the
to entitle us to the nhuﬂlﬂmwr
God, through his servants, for e
improprieties, for "whnmm‘;ﬂm
Loid loveth he chasteneth. &
we should not provoke the d’“Ft of
sure or incur the chastisemer his
the Almighty—presuming upot’ "
forbearance and m by megtl
ing to perform those duties ;ln‘ of
sponsibilities so justly requit,
us—but we should be most ’;
putting forth every energy It
power to coTTect our ways, and

niza- | increase our faith that we )

tions? Do they hate them? Is the|eome more worthy eof the bl

world moved with anger or malice
against them? No. They become
a part of the world, fraternize with
the people of the world and lose
their distinctioa or identily, as
the people of (God notwithstandin
their claims and pretentions to be-
ing believers in the PmPhat Joseph
Smith, and the Gospe

was instrumental in restoring to
the earth.

What a host of apostacies there
have been sinece the organization

he would be a partaker of his glory

nant, being cleansed from sin, and

. when he should be done with the Ingdunites,E.tmngim, Bancemyites

= TR

of this Church! There have been

g | may prevent ourselves

which he|l

and protection of God than bi &
to. e is more willing to Mtl!-ﬂ
blessings upon us than we m:;in*
them properly when Wwe o
them, thus by our unwﬂr!:‘i: Sm
0

receiving the very blessings T:';.
sire, and that he is not only "ady
dantly able, but willing and gere
to shower upon us if ﬁrﬂu?
worthy, for he cannot COBSS e
bestow ‘‘pearls upon “m?gjhﬂld
blessing or good will be W, 4

from those who are Pref® .gi.e

worthy te receive and mase



