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REPURTED BY GIBBS AND IRVINE.

Havipg been called upon this af-'
ternoon, to gpeak to this congrega-,
tion, I earneatly desire that 1 may
be so Influenced by the spirit of

-trath that I may ba able to bring
forth such things ss will be proflia-
‘ble for ua to reflect upon. I feelthat
wa 2re greatly blersed in being priv-
Hleged t2 meet in thia housze, dedl.
ciited to the svorghip and service of
our deavenly Father, where wecan
attend to those things which are re-
quired of as, in peace and inunily of
gplrit, and recelve Instractlons as
the Holy 8pirit may prompt.

‘We meet in the name of the Lord.
All that we do sbould be done in tha
name of Jesus Christ, for s0 we have
been egmmanded. The Chuorch to
which we belong is the Church of
Jesus Chiist. It is composed of peo-
ple ealled Latter-day Baints, but it ia
Chirist’s Church. e has eet it up,
He has organized it, and all ihs

rinciples and doctrinea which have

n made Enown to us have been re-
vealed through Him. It is Hifs work
and He will wateh over it and di-
rect it and concummate it
And He has commanded us that
we shall do ali things In connection
with our faith in His hely name,
and in that way only will it be ac-
ceptable to our Heavenly Father,
for all the blessinga thal come from
our Father tous His children, wiijl
come to va through Jesus. Christ,
His is tho only name given under

beaven whereby man can be saved,!

The Gospel of Jeduz Ohrist muet be
preached to every creature. For 1t
would not be just for our Heavenly
Father to condemn any 'of his crea-
tures who did not kelieve In Jesus
Chrlat, without giving them ano
portonity of understanding who Hpe-
ia and what His commandmaents
are, All people, then, must hear
the Gospel snd have an opportanity
of receiving it or relecting it. Jesus
Christ sent out His A postles, after
His resurrection, to preach the Gos-
pel to a1l the world in thut day and
generation, and they went forward
aud fa]ﬂlfed the commandment
which he gave to them. Eince that
time a great many falee doctrines
have been Introduced into the
world, aud s grent mepy churches
have besn establlshod, accordlug to
the notipne and idezs of men not
authorizad by the Lord Jesus, not
acoepted of Hilm, not recognized by
Him in any way. They are the
churches of men, and the dootrines
' preached therein, in a great many
respecty, are the doetrines and com
mandments of men. They are not
ol God. They are not recognized by
Bim, They =re nct acceptable
to Him. And so with many
ordinances which have been

befote Him In the way He has ap-
-pointed, they wil be nccepted by
tm, and we will recelve the beng-
fitz that result from properly attend-
lug to theses things.

At tha present time thereare a
great many diflerentsects profes.ing
tobe the churchés of Christ. A
great varlety of doctrines are taught
thereln. Qenerally ‘speaking these
doctrines sre suppored o be taken
froni {he book called the Bible.
Ministersucally read a portion ‘of
scripfure éither from the Old Testa-
ment dr f.om the New Testament,
and preach “discourzes therefrom.
But aithough . these different rell-
glons and these different discourses
aro 'ﬁ;ﬂpoaed to be taken from the
one !bdok, yet they are very con-
flleting. The notlons and ideas of
one 2ok In regard to the things con-
tained jn the baok, differ from those
that are entsrtalned by another
pect, 8130 professing to bethe church
of Christ, And even in each [6f
these various sects the people do npt
all believe allke. They do noten.
derstand alike the doclrines thht
pertain to thelr particular cect.
For instance, the people in what s
called the Methodist church donot
all belleve slike. The people of the
Baptist chureh do not all belleve
hlike. There is not only a-differ
ence existing beiween the Baptist
and the Methodist, but the Method-
ists differ among themselves, nnd
Baptists differ among themselves;
and £0 with the rest of all the difter-
ent gects in Christendom. Thorea-
son of thia I8 because they have no
real and deflnile standard. They
take the Bible—or rather profers 1o
take the Bible as their standard; but
thelr ideas concerning the Beriptures
differ. They do not 8ll understand
the Bible slike, If they all under.
atcod the Bible alize there would be
& unity of faith; but theirideas differ
in regard to the meaning of the
thinge containgd in the Bible. At
the present time there is a great
controverey going on In the Chris-
tlan worid in regard to the manner
in which this book shounld be read,
and In regard to its autbority. Some
claim that every word in the book
§s inspired; that the word contained
in the Biple must be relled up.n
impliciily as the very word of God,
Others dispute this, deny the plen-
ary lunsplration of the Soriptures,

v

people called Latter-day Bainte, be- | be

igjuat as aothoritative as the word
of Godl that came in times.of ¢o}d and
hag is'written in the old beoks, and
t is of much 1note importance to the

canse it comes direct to them from
our living head. 1t does not come
in any ambignous phraseology; it
dces not come in a shape that would
leave it open to controversy; but it
comes Lo us clear, {)Ialn and straight-
forward, eo that all may understand.
We have the benefit of the living
orac'es; not only the worde of the
oracles that are dead, but the words
‘of those that sre living.

Apnd we find when we come to in-
veatigate the thinge that God makes
manifest in our own day through
the living oracles, that In spirit and
in deotirine they correspond with the
thivgs that God revealed in days ot
old, We, then, bave "a more sure
word of prophecy” tban the things
that were written aforetime. 'L'he
Apotile Peter spoke of this in his
day. He sald that holy men of God
wrole and spoke a8 they were inoved
upen by the Holy Ghost, and that
no prophecy of the Beripture is of
apny private ipterpretation. He #ald,
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sum they all work it ont in the same |Qod  having  legitimate

way, 2id ywhat 'a dozen or alhun.
dred ¢an doa milllon can do. It
makes no difference about the num-
r. If all nnderstand the principle
alike they will work it cut alike, and
the resnlt will be exactly the same.
Why cannot this be done In those
things calied religious? It ta trme
that religlous principles are nct
governed altogether by thesame
rules and Jaws a5 thoze which gov-
ern secular things. But yet if peo-
pleare In poeseseion of the same
spirit, and the truth is made ciesr
before thelr understanding, they
can allbe brought to pee exact-
iy allke, and we have proven
this in our own experience,
For instance, when the apel of
Jesus Christ came to ueg, it found
us when we were scatteret! abroad
in different natlons, We have peo-
plelere from Epgland, Bectland,
Wales, Ireland, and from different
parts of the Xuropean continent:
from Bweden, Norway, Germany,
1taly and from the various cantous
of Bwifzerland; a great m=ny from
the varlour Stales of America, from
the islands of the ses, from the East

further, **We bave also a more sure
word of'prophecy;whereunto ye do
well that ye take hesd, s unto a
Jight that shineth fn & derk place,
unttl the day dawn, and the day

slar arise in -your hearts,” They
had the living oracies, The
people  who lived in Pater’s
day hud not only - the

wordd of Iealah, Jeremiah, ¥zakiel
and the other prophets, and the
Book of the Laws; as writlen by
Mo#n: 8, the inaplred prophet of God;
who locked upen God and talked
with Him face to face—they bol
only had thete things written in the
anclent recorde, but they had living
oracles, men fo their midat who
were authorized to spesk In the
pame of the Lord and declare to
the people the llving word of God

for their present beneflt, And as it

was with the people In that day, so
it 18 in this Church tba', Jesns Chriet
our Bavior ha3 re-eatablished on the
earth.. We have the living oracles,
those who are called and ordsined
to stand between us apd the Lord,
And Jn addition to all this we have
the grent privilege of the Holy
Ghost usiversally diffused through-
out the body of tha Chu:ch for the

and some of them think the Book
should be regarded In the game
light a3 secular history. And so
the notions snd ideas concerning the
Bible are very veried, Quteide of the
Bible they have no standard. We
may perhaps except the church call-
ed tne Roman; Catholis Charch,
That church has 8 etardard inthe
perzon of the supteme head of the
church—the Pope, the traditicns,
and the decisfoos ¢f the eouncila of
the church. But nelther the Ro-
man Catholic Chureh, northe Epis-
copal Chureh, which hss come ont
from it, nof any of the sects which
have come out from the Eplscopal
Church, have any inspired standard
among them eave and except the
things that were written of old con-

fntrodaced since thst day. Bome
men have introduced them in the
name of Jesus Chrixf, but they
" were not authorized by the Lord fo
do s, and therefore He wil] not ac-
' cept them, and they are of no bene-
fit to the children of men g0 far as
thelr salvation is concerned. Baut
in ths day and =ge in which we live
the Lord Jesus has manifested Him-
pelf nzain, aud bas re-organized tho
Church which He get op in anclent
days, in the same form and shape,
with the same officere, with the
pame ordinances, with the same
commandments, and with the pame
apirit, power, gifts and blessings,
And In this Church, if wa live an-
der the Inspiration of the epirtt and
attend to the daties and obey the
commandments which e reveals,
in the way He has pointed out, we
will be acoepted of Him, and that
- which His eervants perform on the
earth in Hia name in the way He
has appointed, will be the same a3
though 1 was Fperformed by
Hlmself in person, and will be ae.
espted of the Father, just the same
83 though performed by the Lord
Jesus Chriat, snd what they seal on
the earth will be sesled in the
heavens, and what they iocoie on
the earth will be Joosed in the
heavens, according to Hlila word,
We have thls great blessing and
rivilege, then, In belonging to this
urch, “ that we bccome the
eople of the Lord Jesus, the
ints of the Lord, members of
the Church of Christ, not membere
of any church made by 3 man, or a
get of men, but the tree churgh of
the living God, established by Him.
selt through the Lord Jesus Christ,

tained In the Biule, which they do
not comprehend allke, In the
Church of Jesua Christ of I,itter-
day Baints we have someihing be-
sides the wriften word. We have
the llving oracles of God, men that
have been called and ordajned and
tet zpart to mlipister in Chriat’s
stead, men In whom the Lord has
Placed Ils #piriz, and not only His
splrit, but His nuthority that they
may act in His name; ond they
have sccers unto Him. It is.tbeir
privilege mot only to expound the
things that were written of old
which have been preserved sand
placed on record, and which are con-
tained in the books of the Bible, but
al#o to receive intelligence from the
same source from whick these
things that are inspired that are in
the Book were given. The same
fountain from which the Prophets
of old partook s open to us, and
the smervantz of Ged in the
Church  of Jesus Christ of
Latter-iay Baints can learn the
mind and will of God respscting
us &5 if exists in His own bosom,
becaure the fountain of revelation
is not dried up, Access is open
nunto cur Heavenly Father as it was
in times of old; and If Peter could
learn the word of the Lord and teach
it to the former-day Church, to the
servants of- God holiing A stmilsr
position to-day ean call upon the
Lord and receive His word aand de-
clare it to the latter-day Churoh. FIf
the Prophets of God of old wrote
and spoke a3 they were moved upon
by tha Holy Qhost, there are Pro-
phe's of God livlng upon the earth
to-day who oan speak and write as
they are ;moved upon by the same
power. And the word of God that

"Aund if wo_offer up our eacraments

comes down fyom beaven i our day

benefit of every member thereol;
for every man and for every woman,
for every Individual who hss been
baptized into it and has received its
ordinances. Every person in the
Church way recelve of this spirit
which ia the light of God, which is
the spirit of inspiration, which
beara record of the things of God,
and makek plain to all who have it
the things that God reveals through
the living oracles. If a servant
of God speaks or wiites under
the inapiration of the Holy Ghbost,
the eame spiri. by which He writes
or epeaks 18 in the members of the
church, and it 1s their privilege to
zee a8 He gees,to comprehend =5 He
comprehends, that we may all ses
‘‘eye to eye’” and understand the
things of God alike,

Bome people have an idea that It
1s ImFosaIble to bring a greatnom-
ber ol lndividunls to understand re-
ligion exaetly alike. Pecple some-
times polnt to the difference that
there i3 in human character. It e
true that our characters vary, as do
our countenances. The faces Lhat
are before meto-day are all different,
although we are all of the same
tace, We are all different™in oor
appearance. Even brothers snd sla-
teisof the zame family differ In
their aprearaice in some respects,
B0 it s with all things that God has
made. It isnot ouly eo in regard to
Lthe human family, but it ia so with
the brute creation. No two blades
of grazs ars exactly alike. No two
leaves upon the trees in the forest
are exactly alike, No two worlds
that God Almighty hss made that
glitter in the firmement on high at

night are exactly alike. There are
eome , pecnliarities about each
of them, distinet and
difterent from  others, This

is 2l frue.  But is it impsesible to
bring people who are thus organtz-
ed, people of different characters
and different minds, to see and com-
prehend exactly allke? No, there s
no diflicalty about i§ when the
thing Is properly underatood, Take
any of what are called the exagt
sciencer, and people can be brought
to understand them Just exeaetly i
the pame way., Take a spm fn
arlthmetic, for instance. When s
dozen people understand the rules
in the same way they wlll work out
the sum In the fame way, no mat.
ter where they were boro, nor what
language they speak. Whan they
understand the principle and rule
that govesn the workinga of the

Indier, from Afriea—peeple [rom

thority from on high—net {p,
.which he had taken Opon hin
net that which he may have g’
called upon to do Jn his owg hey,
but he must be a bona sids te,
gentative of Deity, a man calledy
otdained and set apart by authg
from Gud to administer in His gy
or_it wonld not be valid. Ang t
the individual who baptizes muog
down inoto the water with the
200 to be baptized—the candiy
wmust ke buried in the water in|
likeess of Ohriat’s death and |y
al, and then be raised out of |
water in the likeness of His
rection, and the object of thisy
for the remission of sins,

This waa very different from|
doctrines which prevailed iny
world, But when this WES tay
to s in plainness, and we were),
tized in this way, we Teceived s}
timony in our hearts ibat wey
made clean, that onr slus wen)
miited, that they had been wa
away—no! by the water,but thmy
our obedience to the ordiny
which God had established ang}
blood of Jesus Christ, which)
shed for the remission of our}

all quarters of the globo. Now,
when the Gospel came to ue, it
found us in a soattered condition. We
lived in different countrise, we
spoké different Isnguages; we had
different ideas In 1ezard to God and
His ways. But we were {sught
that we musi, believe g the trus
and the living God; that we had all

We hal the conviction sealed
our hearts that we had receises
blessirg. As the result therl
wore tuus brought to the uaiy
the faitb. "Then when the serp
of God laid their haoJds upop w,
cording to the pattern 1'aven.lernl
heaven, and conferred wpon w
Holy Ghost, the Comforter,w
celved the same spirit froma
‘the eame Holy Ghost. Thep,

dprang  from  Him; that ile
wa3 our [Father, and that
‘we were made in His imase;

that the idea prevalent io the worln
that the Deity I» a pelng witbout
body, parte or passions, au incom-
prebenalble nonentity, was alto-

who recelved this erdinanceinfy
disavia had the same spirt o
down upol them as the peopley
received 1it. in England or inf
land, and the people on this Wk

gother wrong., We were told that
we had sptung from Rod, abd being
His offspring we were like Him and:
that, therefore, in some reapects He
is like us; that He is a personage,

and B every eeed begets
ta own kind, and we are
the offspring of (God, We
could form some conception of

what He is like, and we put away
our old ideas, We carne to & unity
of the falth concerning God, that
He ia an Indlvidual; that although
He 13 a spirit, yet He dwellaln a
tangible tabernacle. Man is a splrit
&8 well as Glod, becanse we have
sprung from Him. The spiritoal
ant of our being iz the offapriug of

od, which spiritnal part dwells in
in our natoral part that has come
from the dust. In this way we
could form pome ldea concerning the
Deity, and we all formed the eame
i1dea; we all camsa to the unity of the
faith in this reepect. We were alao
tanght that it was needtul for u» to
believe in the l.ord Jesus Christ,
and when we bhad foll faith in the
Lord Jesus Chiist to obey His com-
mandments, that we were to repent
of our sins,, Now there were differ-
ent ideas in the world as to what
consiitnted repentance; but we were
taught that Iln order to repent ae-
ceptably before God we musl come
to the determination in our minds
to leave off sinning, to cease dolng
that which !s wrong, and to get to
understand and do what is right.
Then we were taught that In order
fo recelve remiselon of sins we must
be baptized, Now there were differ-
ent notions Ip regard to baptism in
the world. * Bome people believ-
ed that the marking of the
eign of the cross with a little
water on the forehead by a priest
was baptism. Others believed that
eprinkling water npon the face was
baptismn, Others that it was need-
ful to immerse the whole body lo
water to constitbte baptism, and
still others that a person ought tu be
immers¢ed three times. But we
were taught that baptlsm was at
once a burial and a birth; that in
order to be properly baptized the per-
ron who administers the ordinance
should have authority from God, be-
cause he wuces the name, of the
Father, Bon and Holy Ghosr, and he
has no right to use the names of the
holy trinity without being expresely
authorized of God to do so. We
learned that in the firet place, thea,
an individual whe administers the
ordinances must have suthority te
administer, and he must administer
in the way that the Lord has ap-
pointed—not the way that man
may think js right, but the way
the Lord has ordained, or else It
would not be sacceptable to Ged.
And we were taught that the indi-
_vidus] to be haptizad muet belleve
and repent, for withont falth and re-
pentance baptism would be of no
avafl. Bo the individual who was
baptised mnst be arepentent be-
llever, and the individusl who ad-
ministered the ordinance must
be an orisined of

servant

Hemlsphere on which we llvels
recelved the same spirit, as, thy
ple received on the Esstern He
phere. In every part of theg
wherever thisordinpance was ai:
istered the eame epirit rested ¢
on the people and bore the s
testimony to them. . Now, althe
there are a varlety of operation
this spirit, yet the spirit iv thesm:
and the light that it bringsis i
same, Peoplsa do not &8 e
that light to the ssme degm.,
the light 13 the eame, jusia
Light of the sun 13 the same i1
Bome people can see a greald
farther than others with thelt;
ural eyes. Their eyesight is e
but the light by which hothne
the same. o it 18 wilh rem
the gift of the Holy Ghet
pecple do not receive it in thec
degree, because they are not ¥
ed with the same capacity,ei
have not the eame Jesires] kb
difference Is not in the spiriki
the individual. Bome v
very earnest after the thingsal
and he who seeks finds, aul
more he seeks In the right die
the more he finds. He that k.
tory in pearching after the thiy
God, obtains but little; he th
diligent obtaine much, All oy
celve it, but they must obtatn!
the way that God bas appointa
receiving their messure accords
their diligence and desire; by
apirit {s the same, And thisy
has operated upon our heartajz
a8 wWay as to make us—a pecple’
verse feelings and opinions—o
heart and one mind in regard do!
matter. And wherever thi G
bas been preached gnd peopls b
recelved it, they have been bitt
to & “unity of the faith.,” The
longer have many faiths and »
bsptisme, but one faith, onti
tiem and cone God, having
menced to walk in the eamestt
and patrow way (hat leads
aud which ia the only wayofs
tion. And all people whode
enjoy the fulness of His glorf!
walk that straight and narroe!
Yfor wide i3 the road, and bw
the gate that Jeads unto desih
many there be,” we are tod,
go in thereat.” There is ol
way of life, only onme plan o?
tion, because there is bui o
to serve. If thereé were mazf
to worshlp, there might be?
different weys to ealvation; b’
uy there i only one God, b
be but one Gaspel, one Chor
gate jeading to the celestlalel

I have shown that it is
for a great many people of
ideas and motions to be brod
understand things alike, ¥
this can be dune in regard o
four things (I have named®
principles, it can be done in¥’
lion_or any mumber of pio¥
And we are told in the 8orf
that the time fs to come ¥
shall ses eye to eye; becad®
¢hall know God from the lwt;
the greatest. There is, m"ﬂ,
’

to come when the Holy Spirt



