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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

ANQTHER “INFLUENCE* BUGAUBOO.

——

It was boped, from the way thinge
were moving io the prerent politiosl
oampsaign, thal the so often mlsured
ery of Mormon Cbarch inflgence in

pulitice would not be eslled into play
at this time; but it eemes that tbe bope
was valn. Now, within a week of the
election, the xboul comes lrom Idabr,
and with as little justifloation ae it ju
possible to bave therefor,

It ie a fact that men of differant po-
litlcal perrties have svupght to mecure
Cburchiipfloencein tbe paet,and fnjlTog
to get it, often have joined in the ehont
tbat it bas been piven to tbe other
slde, In otber cases, politiolans have
taken up the expresstone of fodividual
opinion!by men snd newepapers, and
bave goughl to give them the eflect of
Cbuarob i1 luence. 'Thie 18 notably the
oare in u regcent jortance !n Idabo,
There a payer took articles from the
DeeeRreTr NEWE and from  olber
publicatlione which have
relation to the Mormon people,
and rought to ure the reme
in the interest of Benator Duboles,
The effort wen oot to uee those artioles
for their Intrin¢lo worth artbeopintone
of pewspapars and individuasle, but to
give them the e¢ffect of Churon viewe,
when |[in foot the Ohureb bae ng viewe
to expresse ob tbe esunbjeot, On Lbe
pther band, oppopente of Beosater
Duabojs broogbt up speeches of Lbe
Iatler and mewapaper remarks about

a olose

bim of years avo, when Lhere
was an antl-Mormon conteet on,
and tbus gomg bt to exerclee

againet Lhe renator 8 Churob inflneoce
tv whioh tber bad not (be ehadow of
rigbt. The » florts on eliber slde of the
question are base and contemptible, as
are otbers of s eimifar obrraoter, be.
cause they nre wholly onjustifiable,
The Mormon Churoh is not exercleing
any Influence one way or other, Il
members sre absolutely free to vote
tor whom tbhey please, oD thelr
own jodgment, and witbcnt danger
of Cburcb pressure either wey. The
Cboreh tesching to ile memberes ae
oltizenn !s to do thelr duty ae gitizeos,
aod doit independently.

SBometimes men who bold positione
in the Cburob are arked by others for
their political views; and while tbhe
leading offloiuls nre osnreful in any ex.
preprions tbey nse, thore may be times
when they otate thelr individusl
preferences. But suoh slalements are
not Cborobh views or polioy. Because
men are members of or officers In the
Chuarob tbey do not lose thelr righte ae
oitizens, They bave a right to their
political viewe, and (0 eXpress Lhem.
And noy one to whom (bose views
are exprespod who goea fortb spnd mt-
templs to sbhow that they are the idess
ard wiches of the Cburch betrays the
ooufldence repneed in him by s fellow
citizep, whn bas spoEen RA a QitiZen,
and not in tbe exercise o! hls ecclem
astical daties, Further, the Cnurch
member who takes Lbe expres.
sfon of politionl views by any otber
Churcb member or cfficer, and dle-
torts them Lo indicute s Church polloy
when they do not do so, stande io the
poeition of one gulity of a betrayal of

trast to the Churohb, becaurs be repre-
tenie itin a falee attitnde.

It ie bigh time that it be fully on.
Jerstood {bat when the Cburob wants
to use ils ipfluence on any point it
will . do eo o tbe regularly const}.
tated cbanoels, e0 po one need bave
a misundersiandineg ; snd furtber,
tbat politiciace wbo elitber peek to
use ot cry ol **Cburcb influence in
polities’ are doing mo from ulterior
motiver thatl render tbem unworthy
the confldence of the people. We be-
lieve the bour is pretty olose whben ih
neople will fully recognize Lhis point,
and wheo lbey nDote s politician reek.
ing covertly to use euch infiveoce In
hie ow o behall, vitber by representing
that the Chutob s favorable 1o bim or
e working for bhie opnonenl, they
will ebelve him as dol fit to be trusted
In & poblie ppsliion,

Notbing sbould be plajoer or more
thoroughly undsrsiood thar that there
te pv Mormoo Chuarcb influence in
tbose political campeigns; aleo tbhat
Mormone, no matier whal their posi.
tlon is in the Obureb, bave ap mu¢h
right to their political views, apd the
expreeslon of Lhe same, re have any
other citizens, snd purpnee to maln.
tatn nnd exercg'se tbat rigbt, Buob
prro-dure ie nat Cburocb i1nfluence,
either In fact or iotention, and oo rep-
utable person will seek to make it
appear #0.

As lo the prerent campafgn, which
i» uuoder specin] oconelderntion now,
the Mormone are free to vole as they
nlenne; tbey uay support MoKintey or
Bryan for -Presldent. just o Lhey wlsh,
apd no Mormon Coureh influence
wants them to go eflber way, And ap
to nil otber candidales they slan are as
free to make their obolce as individuale
poeaibly can be, This trumpery shout
Mormon Chureb loflgence in politice
oughbt not Lo recelve gredonce from any
person of respeotability and urdinary
common senes,

THE IDAHO CANARD AGAIN.

The *Chorcbh interference’ bugaboo
in Idabo {e 6til} belng worked on Lhere,
and & diepatob to the Balt- Liake moorr-
ing papers ageerte that Hon. Wm, Budge
and others in Cburch positlones in Bear
Liake bad etsted lo pahlls meotinge
tbat *'tbhe Mormone were jostranoted
pol to vote for Bryan.” The Nrws
does not bave the vxact lnnguage the
speakers referred to may have bwed, if
Ibey epoke on the subject at all; but
from & Jong and lotimate ae-
guaintance with Lthe gentleman named
aa one of fthe pocused partlee,
apd f(rom & knrpwledge of hilis
cbaracter, the NEWS feels (ree to eay
that be bse m=de no ruch aststement.
Possibly he or eomebovy else may
bave eald thal "“the NMormons were
net nstructeu to vote for Bryan;” and
if he did, that s true, Bo far as the
Chureh ie corecerned, tbe Mormone
beve not been jnstiucted from that
source for wbons o vole, and will not

it wlll be obeerved that the trane
poeition of ope word in the sentence

quoted makes all the difference in the

world, and ecbemirg politicians and
rank parlieans are Lol above making
sucbhb a tranepoeition. They bave
dopne thinge equally se band in tbe
Iauho campaign this year, as noted 1o
Thursday’s NEwS, And whatever
1rersons MAay say or olaim, the NEwS
relterates tbe (gt thal *‘the Mprmona
nave Lol been i1psiruoted to vote for
Bryan;’’ **tbe Mormons h»ve not been
inetiuoted ta vole for MoKinley,” or
any other candidate, sp 18Y an aby
Churcb lostruotions or influence is
ponoerned, Certain politiolans bave
been “inetructing’? tbe people oD
either siue, a8 lbe NE®S staled yesler:
day, and poesibly these poillicians are
a little sgitated because Lbe pegple
recognize those *‘jorliuctions’ to ne
buyus, The Mormone will do as otber
vitizens! vote ncoordyng to tbeir pon-
viowone oo national party ireues, luuv.
tog out ail questiona of religion or
Chureb membersbip.

inthe Mouipeher dispstob referred
1o, the mllk in Ibe cocosnut is revealed
i tbe closlog sentence that *f.0 ocon-
uanpilon bhas been secured from the
Cburob autborities at Balt Liake # The
allegation that any Courch influenoce
bau been useid 1 ¥ Churon Inelrusiion
given waes empbutionlly cuntradioted;
but thers wae vo responee to an Iimpu-
uoot demand for a lelegraphed oMcial
denial. A resson was that the design
of obtel.lng sucb a telegram was
re¢ognized, It wuetbat Churcn lofin-
evce mypht be useu in a negative form
1u the interest ol lbe parties making
tbe demard, Just 28 Das been roughbt
lo do with other expressione pro and

lcon by both parties to tbe ocontest ju

ldabu, But the triok uvid not work.
Tue Mormon Cnur¢h infl uenoce is oot
avallsbie to one or the other mide ID
ithe pulliicai coutroversy.

A FUSSY ANT1-MORMON.

An Awseooialed Press dlspatob re-
ceived today s se follows:

Ashland, Ky., Oct. 30.—Reports from
Elliott county state that tbe opposition
10 the advanoe of the Mormon rsligion is
becoming very violent through the en-
tire connty and that all the Elders have
been frigbtened out of the coum{. Hev-
eral ecripus affrays have resvited be-
twoen the opposition and tbes sympa-
thizers, and the recently reported shoot-
ing nDear Sapdy Hook bams only ag-
gravated the alrendy tbreatening condi-
tions,

Elder W, H. Burrows ¢f the Mormon
Church went to Crum in Lewis county to

reachb. He had been invited to go there
gy tbe Baptist congregation of Rew, Mr,
Reiffelo, but the pastor refused to permit
the Elder to preach in hfs church, Mr.
Reiffeto locked tbe doof and put the key
fp his pockoel, Several men pried tbhe
lock off tho doot and the Elder, with the
trinmpbant song ‘‘Hold the fort for I
am coming,” marcbed boldly in and
preached a long sermon.

The balf brotber of Rev. Mr. Relifeto,
Deacon George Sboup, cast off his Bap-
tist garments and dopned the Mormon
veatments. Rev. Mr. Reiffeto, who ia
quaite wealtby, and who had intended to
make bis brother bis heir, has revoked
his will,

Mr, Reifteto ownas the chureb building
in which be bad preacbed many years.
He bas nailed up the doors and neiled
down tha windows, He says now that it
has been polluted by the faith of Mor-
monlam, It sball be opened no more for

religlons porpoees, He sayaluls hardly



