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MEETING OF AMERICAN ELDERS

IN LIVERPOOL
the emigration and other circumstances hav-

ing combined to bring together in liverpool a
large portion of the american elders now inin
europe in obedience to the request of president
richards and much to their own satisfaction
they met at 36 Islington on the evening of
the of april 18031855 present president
daniel spencer elders dan ionescJonesC G webb
israel barlow george D grant cyrus H
wheelock W C dunbar james ferguson
lymwin H kimball P C merrill joseph A
young J A little edmund ellsworth ed-
ward alardinmartin james bond john toone moses
thurstonThurstonslon J D ross john barker and john
perry

president F D richards called for a few mo-
ments to express his regret that lie conidcould not hebe
present at least for a time as his attention was
required tat close up the business of the day
which had been an extremely busy one but helie
hoped to return in a short time and spend the
balance of the evening with them liehe left
them with his blessing and good wishes under
the direction of president

the memeetingetinot was opened by singing elder
dan jones wawass thon called upon to be mouth in
prayer before prayer however president
spencer made a few remarks with regard to the
object of meeting particularly in that place
liehe said it is brother franklins wish that we
dedicate the room in which we have met and
the whole house for the purpose for which it
has been chosen and ask the lord to bless and
sanctify it as the place in which to transact the
general business of the european missions

after these remarks elder D jones offered
up a dedication prayer after which praise to
the man who communed with jehovah was
sung

president spencer mademada a few remarks ex-
pressing his great joy and satisfaction at meeting
so large a number of the brethren from zion
with whom he was personally acquainted as al-
so with their previous course of conduct stat-
ing that they had his confidence for liehe felt that
they had kept their covenants and were pure
before the lord the unreserved expression
of this sentiment was a source of much satisfac-
tion to all present and was adverted to by sev-
eral of the brethren while speaking aringeuring the
evening

after a few other remarks peculiarly appli-
cable to the occasion he closed by desiring that
the brethren would act freely during the even-
ing as the spirit might seem to dictate

I1hele was followed by elder G D grant who
expressed the joy and comfort he received in the
society of his brethren and the work in which
he was engaged and said that he felt continu-
ally built up in the faith and strengthened to go
forth in the strength of the lord in the discharge
of his duties

elder W 11 kimball spoke of the blessings
which he realized that helie enjoyed in the society
otof his brethren and said I1 feel that the lord
has greatly blessed me on this mission in all
my labors and I1 feel to bless brothers brigham
heber jedediah franklin and all my brethren

the spirit of god 3 ac was sung after
which ElderEllsworth spoke with much warmth
of feeling and said I1 thank the lord that I1
have beenbea sent on this mission for I1 have learn-
ed principle much faster and enjoyed more of
the spirit of the lord than ever before I1 feel
that some of the rust is getting rubbrubbededoffoff me
and I1 begin to realize more fully the
of the great work in which we are engaged

elder J perry spoke forfar some time on the
benefits of the mission to himself the great in
crease of the work and his determination when
he arrived at home to take more interest than
he had before done in gathering the poor from
these lands

president richards came in while elder per-
ry wasvas speaking and remained during the even-
ingi

eldereider W C dunbar said I1 esteem it a bles-
sing to enjoy the privilege of associating with
my brethren for a few laysdays for I1 camecime here
weak and debilitated in body and I1 have been
strengthenedg both HIin body and spirit and I1 feel
indeed that the society of0 my brethren is heaven

to me
elder james ferguson spoke and being fill-

ed with thetile spirit of prophecy saidbaid atialithethe
brethren present who have been afflicted shall
begin to recover their health from thistins timetinie and
brother dunbar shallshail cease coughing go to his
fit id of labor and regain his healthealthfi and all
shall go forth in greater power than heretofore
in thelitheir labors from the greater unionvinion and faich
which we shall feel from our present association
tog ther

eiderelder J A young expressed himself in the
falness of his spirit and touched upon the his-
torytory and course of many who were present and
the scenes and events of pecullarpeculiar interest in the
history of the church in which they had acted
a part andano he testified of their faithfulness he
said I1 feel that warm times are at hand for us
as a people but all who raise their landshands against
this work or those engaged in it shall perish
I1 feel to bless you my brethren and to bless
this house and all who shall labor herein

elder C H wheelock said I1 regret that be-
fore coming to this land I1 had not the pleasure
orbeinof beingfr acquainted with more of the brethren
who are present but my feelings are warm to-
wards you aallail1

when brother ferguson prophesied that
brother dunbar should return to his field ofaflala
bwbir and recover his health it reminded me of a
similar meeting to this rhile I1 was on a former

mission in this country eight years ago I1 wasvas
afflicted with a violent cough and my health
was so seriously impaired that it was thought
advisable for me to return homphomebutbutbul brother jonh
taylor who was present was filled with the
spirit of prophecy and blessing and liehe prophe-
sied that if I1 would remain disease should leave
me and I1 should be restored to sound health
and strstrengthenoth the brethren then put their
hands on my head and blessedblesed me and from
that time I1 have been a living witness of the
fulfillmentfulfilment of that prophecy there is one ab-
sent with whom I1 have had much pleasure in
associating 1 heahealthith is somewhat feeble
but who is diligently seeking to do good mayalay
the lord bless brother william young aliLAIIall
present said amen

elder dan jones said I1 feel honored in tilethe
society of my brethren I1 do not expect to
say much as it is impossible to express my feel-
ings I1 cannot but revelt to the past and com-
pare our present position with those which
many ofusof us occupied in the earlier infancy of
this church then we not only feltfell so but were
highly honored in the limited sphere in which
we acted but we are now still more so in being
the honored instruments of proclaiming salva-
tion to tiletiie nations and gathering scattered is-
rael home I1 feel highly to appreciate the
counsels of brother richards and I1 feel with
thetile rest of the brethren that thetile lord will abun-
dantly bless and strengthen him under his great
labors

eidarelder P C Almerrillerrill saideaid I1 foel to thank my
god that I1 have been called on this mission for
I1 realize that I1 have learned more of my real
position and standingstanding in this kingdom than I1
ever learned before I1 feel too full to talk much
and therefore shall say but a few words I1 ask
the lord to extend the blessings of the same
spirit which we enjoy here to night to those of
our brethren who are toiling in dark and dis-
tant lands A general amen was the response
to this sentimentwebbelder C G webb said I1 feel the import-
ance of the covenants I1 have made with my
god and my brethren I1 feel that I1 can over-
look the imperfections of my brethren other-
wise intheyif they in these things it is
quite enough for me to know that a man is true
to his god my heart is full of rejoicing and I1
have enjoyed great satisfaction in my labors
notwithstanding I1 have at times been brought
low in health I1 feel that the lord will sustain
all who trust in him brethren I1 rejoice to see
you and I1 have been greatly blessed in associa-
tingtin with you alaymay tiletiie blessings of the lord
rest abundantly upon you all amen

elder J D ross expressed his good feelings
and said I1 think it probable that there is more
importance in the prophecies delivered here to-
nightnight than we at present realize and that events
are about to transpire which will more fully
call into action the wisdom power and knowl-
edge which have been already been bestbestowedoved
upon us and cause us more fully to realize the
extent of them

Prepresident F D richards arose and said I1
feel exceedingly happy at seeing so many of
my brethren together whoullo have been to zion
and received their blessings in the house odtheof the
lord I1 feeleel it an honor 19to have a name and
position amoamongng you I1 am sensible that it is
not thebe position which a man occupies in this
kingdomking that is offaso michmich importanceimporAnce as the
manner in which he rillsfills that position

1 feel much debilitated in body from the late
great press of business in getting off the emi-
gration and I1 probably feelfeet moremort so from having
been engaged in heavy business transactions in
direct contact with the spirit of world after
the present crowd of emigration is over and I1
am permitted tojo engage goremoremore directly in the
work of the ministry I1 hope to enjoy more of
the spirit to lifehe and strength

although I1 have not been privilegedlemed to asso-
ciate much with you in the past iefeww days in
which you have enjoyedldd each other s society
I1 realize ththatt ttheli- yoL good spirit has been with you
and I1 feefeelI1 to blessbiessbl youu myzy brethren

1 feel brethren that if you will live faithful i

to your covenants and labor with all yourbour hearts
lo10 work righteousness the lord willail succor
youyon in ththee hour of temptation and never suffer
any of you to commit any sin from which yoiyon
campotcannot redeem youself or that will cut you off
from the blessings orthe celestial kingdom

we are removing thetile office and my resi-
dence to this place on account of the oilierother be-
ing too strait for us and I1 feel as though I1 wan-
ted the peculiar blessingsblessin 3 of heaven to rest upon
this house those who iborlabor here the books the
papers and everything that pertains to the ex-
tended business of this office I1 thank the
lord that I1 am blessed with such faithful breth-
ren to assist ineme in the office they are dili-
gent in their labors not as eye servants but in
singleness cf heart to build uptip this kingdom
and brethren I1 wish you would sustain themthein
by your faith and remember them in youryour pray-
ers that they may be blessed and strengthened
in the arduous duties which devolve upon
them

I1 would saygaysavfay to those of you my brethren
who have beenban afflicted with sickness and de-
bility if you will reach out your faith and claim
the blessings which the lord has placed upon
you through his servants you shall be healed
and enjoy health it is your privilege brethren
to lay holdbold on life strengstrengththi and salvation

the dreadful condition odtheof the world is well
calculated to make us appreciate the great bles-
sings we enjoy in each others society and in
the domestic and social relations of our moun-
tain home sorrow and mourning are easily
discernablediscerniblediscern able in the countenances of the multitude
and when we walk the streets we everywhere

met the evidences of want degradation and
niinilaiteryberytery the fine dress and smiling face are
often an outside show to hide the effects of sin
hidden deformity and an aching heart the
world is daily becoming more given over to
wickedness and abominations and it is neces-
sarygarysary for the elders to raise their voices still
more frequently and powerful than heretoforehere tolore
against tilethe vices and corruptionscorrupt ions of the people
and to teach the saints the principlesplenplem of lifeilfe and
and howhov to live pure before the lord in all their
associations

the work odtheof the lord continues steadily to
progress and is spreading on the right hand
and on the left it is strengtheningeninaening its hold
on tilethe minds ofor the people rotnotnot only in these
islands but on the continent

president richards here gave a comprehen-
sive and interesting review of the progress of the
gospel in scandinavia switzerland andand italy
and gave some timely instructions to thetile elders
present as to the means to be employed in
spreading the work in the british lieshieb helie
gave mumuchch other good counsel which will re-
main in tilethe hearts of those present as way
marks to guide them in their future course and
especially exhorted tilethe returning brethren not
to forget the poor whom they were leaving be-
hind when they arrived in zion

elders J A little J toone J barker and
edward martin expressed in a feeling and hap-
py manner the joy and blessing which theyther re-
alized in their labors and the falness of the
spirit which they enjoyed on the occasion

refreshments were now brought in and while
they were passing round many heartfelt senti-
ments were expressed which called up pleasing
remembrances of the past and intimated the in-
dulgencedul gence of high and holy hopes forlor the future

elder J ferguson arose and expressed an
earnest desire that elder J D T mcallister
who was debarred thetiie privilege of being pres-
ent might experience a renewal of his faith andnd
ststrength and share in the abundant blessings of
theSspiritirit which waswag enjoyed this desire metinet
wwithith a cordial response from the comparlypiny

president spencer made a few very appropri-
ate remarks on the importance of obeying coun-
sel and sustainingsustaininginin 9 president richards in his
office and implicitlyaly carrying out his instruc-
tions in order to enjoy the holy spirit and
progressfrognes9 in the way and salvation

president richards then closed the servicesservices
of the evening by prayer embracing in his sup

the general interests of the church
and those objects of solicitude included in thetile
ties of kindred and the covenants of the priest-
hood and he again dedicated the house to the
lord for the uusese of his servants in doing the
general business of the church forfur tilethe Eeuro-
pean

u ro
missions

the proceedings of the meeting were very im-
perfectly reported and consequently but very
few of the many interesting remarks made have
been recorded the elderseiders were full otof the
spirit of prophecyev and blessing it was a pre-
lude of that timelime when the union will be per-
fect and the joys of eternal life be full

ELDERS correspondence
LOS VEGAS

from interpreter GWG W manbian to elder geo A smith J

los vegas june 3424 isma1855
we all arrived at this place on the dinst safe and

sound after makingmating a dry drive of 5632 miles in 32 hours
from muddy to this place

we find los vegas to be a nice patch of grass about half
ft mile wide and two or three milesallies long situated at the
foot of0 a bench 4640 or 6050 feet high the valley faces east
and a prettilypretrrettatiry clear stream of waterwatery about the size of a
corncorrcommonmon millrace comes from two rsprings about four
miles west of our location

the waterwaffer of the springs Is very clear they are from 20
to 30 feet tnin diameter and at the depth of two feet the
hitebite sand bobbiesbobbles all over as tho it was the bottom
but upon wading in there Is no foundation there and it
has been sounded to the depth of 60 feetfact iswithout finding
bottom and a person cannot sink to the armpits on ac-
count of the strong upward rush of water

our prospects for timber are not very flattering though
there is plenty of firewood near here but the weather Is so
hot and the wood so thorny that we do not expect to be
very lavish with it the scrubby mesquiteesquiteEi being the only
chance

A few days ago I1 went on an exploring trip to the col-
orado liin company wital br alienallen indand others to looklock for
the promised steamboat and other fine things we found
the river and the steam but no boat nor anything on the
river to makemate one of

the nearest point of the colorado Is about 23 miles from
here and Is completely hemmed in by sandhillssandhills and deep
kenyons without grass or wood of any description attheat the
place where we first reached it it was about yards
wide at an elbow here 1 turned from a SW to a
direction

wetre struck the river again in two other places 10Aand 15
miles below but it wasvas imbedded in deep kenyonskan the
current runs remarkably smooth for suchfuch rough rocky
kantan sandwithand with the exception of one place it was not
impracticable for navigation

weive could not extend our explorations to any great ex-
tent on account of there heingbeing no grass for our animals
and the weather being BOso extremely hot that men could
not live long away from water

in coming home some of our company gave out throy

the extreme heatbeat and thirst it being 31 miles 0oerer burn-
ing sand and rocks without water the heat was so great
that the water in our canteens would be scalding hot

we were five days out and never were men more re-
joiced to get into port than we were and fortor my parnpart I1
have thought los vegas was a little heaven ever since
vewe found about 60 indians pledePiedesdeF on the colorado in

a perfect state of breechcloutsbreechcloutsclonts the men and
women all dressed alike they had raised a little wheat
on a sandbank it was all riperipa and harvested They were
very I1irnIririendly

our fort laIs laid coffonoff on a niserise ot ground celoso by thehe creek
size feet square with garden lots of 141 4 otof an acre
each they are now pretty much planted ourour farm lotlots
contain 221121 2 acres each farming land Is not verywf plen-
ty here as most of the soilgoil Is either too sandy ofor hashj too
much salfaleratus

our stuck Is doing finelyfinel and we are all in good healthhealthy
except lrbr ira milessilles who intends to return with this com

SANDWICH
arromarom jojosephseph smith sodsonronROD of hyrum to hisbis cousin geo a-

smith iff
1
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maul feb 6
I1 am well and have enjoyed myself first raterite since I1

have been here the climate and food with almost eveveotve-
n thing else suits me very wellawellweli altho it Is somgomsomewhatehatebat
warmer than I1 hayehave been been used to

I1 feel to press my way forward in the discharge off myray
duty at allail timetimes forsor I1 know eliat I1 am engaged in thetha
work of the lord in these the last days and I1 prayplay con-
tinually for the spirit of my mis ionlonlonandand for the spirit of
the lord to gudeguide me in the way that I1 should boand0 o anilanki to
bear me up at all times that I1 may not go astray

I1 am progressing slowly in the native language and I1
hope that ere longylong by the blessings of the lord I1 shall
be able to converse upon the principles of thetile gospel in
the native tongue

the saints are slowly increasing upon these lands and
those who have experience here say that it Isjr easier tovy
baptize this people than it I1Is taking care of them after-
wards which I1 think Is correct from what
ence I1 have

AX

aromfromFrom silas smith to his cousin geo A smilsmith
feb 6 1855

I1 am maklinmatins some proprogressgressgresi in the native oanfanlanguageguaseguageee bubukbut
have not yet learned to preach in itity thothoy perhaps before
before you receive this my voice wwillIIIlil be beard in tilethe
congregations proclaimingproclaiming the princiaprincipleslesies of truth and sal-
vation in their own languagemeywey according to the best ability
that god has given me and with hisbis spirit to direct with-
out which I1 am nothing but when his spirit
me I1 fear not the face of clay and feel that I1 am upheld
bybr the faith and prayerspra ers of my brethren this cheerschars me
up from day to daydalry and I1 praise my father in heaheavenen for
the blessings that he Is continually bestowing upon ineint

gouaouilastasla joseph and myself havehaie been totogether most09 of
the time since we arrived here

from elder T leonard
miles from eurakurakinchee

feb 12 I1

puringduring my stay at I1 did little more than clrcircu-
late

u
booksboot pamphlets ac and in private coconversconversationnv atlon

aas that Is but a small place the inhabitants too arenio sutgUy
otor the aristocratic kludykind consequently too proudproui to inves-
tigate mormonism even privately to say nothing about
coming to a public meeting there were however a few
wbhowhoho believed my testimony but on account of persecution
and a lack of0 confidence 3 did not obey it althoaitho one or
two hallhail promised to do asjj

I1 have been inla nearly two months hanzhang de-
ferred coming goonersooner because there were but tewfew euro-
peanspe at the stationstatton the soldiers havingbaving left for other pla-
ces in december nearly 1000 others cameycame when I1 im-
mediatelymedmediatelylately repaired bererhererhere being only one day after them
reported myself by calling in person upon the brigadier
exhibiting to him and the brigade major my official pa-
pers and asked for permission to preach within panton
ments

then they appeared very much in a burnyburry saying comcome

tomorrowto morrow and I1 will give youon an answer I1
that they would favorably consider the case as I1 had the
truth for the people and wished to lay it before them

I1 went the next day and again sent in my nottnotenote accom-
panied by a letter from elder findlay showing privileges
granted ayI1 y general wilsonwilbon at baigaBalga tim thinking litit might
have some bearing in my favor in a few moments the
brigadier came out evidently in a great rage and sail
overever my back to the brigade major who at that junctureJunet tire
came rp bithisthis man has come againazain and I1 dont want
anything to do with him

ilene then turned to me and said youbirou had beUer apply
to the ministers here itif you want permission to preachypreach
forforiI1 have no orders to give I1 then askedaeda him ififfehe hacihail
read the letter that I1 had sent himyhim when behe gave me to
understand that behe hadbad not

they then retired to thertheir office and I1 overheard them
reading the letterlettery and after mo-
ment theytheir again came out when the brigadier saidsad birvaym
had better apply to bombay for liberliberty repeating agalia
that he would not give any orders about it

I1 then asked for the privilege of residing in the camp for
ft few days as I1 had some friends living here ilelie saidsali
so80 long1019

1
as you conform to the lawslawsy I1 will say nothing

about it but your place Is in the civil linesaline we haye cler
cymen appointed torfor the station and we want 12naothernd other

and then abruptly retired leavingleavleai ing me in the 0butrUL ir
I1 coutuou

I1 wanted the privilege of bearing the I1 an
but this was what hebe was afraid of thethey seemoto dreldreidrel
me worse than a regiment of enemies I1 procured a

1111
e

in the civil lines and succeedsucceedededy with some
getting it furnished with seatsseat I1 then portedpotted xiratira gantt
number of printed handbillshandbagshandbillsbais containing the raithfaith abcanc e
latter day saints and took special liberty aithoaltho c ly f

watched to circulate themtherl extensively among 6tiietile 9s narsrs
leaving from one to three in each barrack room I1 pisoIs
bore testimony as far as I1 thought wisdom to dada eoso

I1 appointed only two meetings per week as the opleeople
here think it a great thing to go even once a weak theireir-e
own meeting sy and notwithstanding great etemsunnunsUn try-
ing to get people to come out only fr m 5 olfalj adaeaaneme

I1 continued in this way fortor nearly two
this time I1 received a letter from elder finay stalinghighishie
determination to leave findlayindia and in sosoo appgypdoing ouid
throw the responsibility otof the bombay masgon upon my
shoulders which tyby of the lord I1 had made cpru

my mind to bear opup

soon afterwards I1 received the epistle of the firtfirst pree
stating that it was the privilege of the vaileyvalley EMre

ersera in the australianallany cape of good nopehope and t

missions to come hamehome or otherwise as the holy spP
should dictate oaon receiving this information I1 hig i

nearly made up my mind to leave and go with br mnfinefiny
and a few others nhoabobo were expecting to start from B j

i bay for zion


