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of scripture thearbe sun of

righteousness shall risee with healing
in his wings especially as it is
gracefully poised aloft ouon a blue
ground as if in the azure sky

the centuries which have elapsed
have scarscarcelyeely affected the mag-
nificenceence of this beautiful temple
we descend a shortashert flight of stairs
as the floor of the temple is below
the present level of the surrounding
coun enter the portico forty
two feet high here we are in the
midst of twenty four columns in
three rows each column above
twenty two feet in elcircumference
upon which are carved hiero-
glyphics however when one has
circumscribed ten orof a dozen col-
umns an impression is formed that
these holy carvings represent a
ritual confession of faith Joi01 litany
after having listened to frequent
catholic litanies the manifold leie
iterations of kyrie eleison of
the greeks and the allah akhtargod is created which I1 have heard
fifty and even one hundred arabs
repeat two hundred and three hun-
dred times in an hour bowing each
time or vociferating god is god
and mohammed is the apostle
of god and noticing now
in this temple the emblems of isis
and osiris alternating with car
touches snakes the emblems of
wisdom and EgyptegyptianiRn vultures
emblems of motmotherlyberly love and pro-
tectiontection one feels like interpreting
the characters about thus abecatbe
gods area re eternal osiris is wise
hishia spirit will guide our souls
0 isis show mercy have com-

passion upon us and so on scores
of each column and there
are twenty four of such the top
of each olumn is surrounded by
the sculptured face of isis each
column having four faces one to
each cardinal point which design
is called technically isis

on the ceiling of the portico is a
zodiac to which I1 will refer later
the or inner court of the
temple has many rooms or apart-
ments the walls of which are
adorned with figures relating to
religion and astronomy these
rooms are lighted by small perpen-
dicular holes cut through the im-
mense flags of which the flat roof
is constructed straight ahead is
the sanctuary or holy of holies to
which there is only one entrance
across which probably once hung a
costly curtain or veil richly em-
broideredbroidered with representations of
idols many of ibehei arrangements
remind one of the bible description
of the tabernacle and temple of
jerusalem

a small apartment a
corridor we ascend a nightflight of a
hundred or more low broad com-
fortablefortable steps we are now in a
shaft of small inclination as if in
the solid rockroch as the joints are very
neat gerejhere I1 imagine the highpriest after exacting a covenant
from the worshipers slowly mounts
the stairs followed by shaven
headed priests who chant moncton
bously to the tune of cymbals and
harps carrying offerings of globes
enencircled with snakes or cows
horns lotus flowers little boats

graduated sticks mitredkitred cobrascabras etc
at earb I1 gather this idea from the
representations on the walls of this
noble stair gallery next I1 see
them on the roof under the
open heaven dedicating unto
the their labors and the
offerings they are about to make
by fire waving perfume or sprink-
ling rhe rest of the tale we read
in amah chambers on the roof where
males and females allow themselves
to be blessed bound and have
knives driven luto their foreheads
shoulders breasts bowels and
thighs animals too are butchered
and piled upon altars then 1 pre-
sume the offerings were offered to
the deities after being burned
roasted or sodsoddendenandand the vegetables
sprinkled on another corner of
the roof is a miniature temple
twenty feet square the architravesarchi traves
are ausupportedsported by solcoluu mcansns susurmount-
ed

reou nt
by isis this smallemail

temple it hasbas been suggested was
the repository of books astronomical
instruments and was also the ob-
servatorygervatory this defective description
I1 am making after my second visit
to the temple luringduring which the
feast of hassan add hussein was
being celebrated some miles away
there was no guide or guardian
to annoy me with his many bomb-
astic explanations and so I1 exam-
ined the grand ruins thoroughly
spending also some hours in small
favrow mysterious underground
paspassagessaes was I1 in the secret
chamchambers to which the new te-
st

te-
at mentament refers were these the
laboratories where sacred crocodiles
bulk and ibis were embalmedembalmed or
like the of the bastileBaatile
were these perhaps dungeons where
victims of priestly rage after being
coaxed into the temple were thrown
to be forgotten forever in
the upper walls also small
galleries three feet re by ten to
fifteen long have been reserved in
the wallswails concealed skillfullyfully by
stones sliding in grogroovesoyes and orna-
mented like the othersbothers and m re
over cut in such shape that it see tiens
a marvel the modern explorers ever
discovered the entrances as toe
lock or keystoneskey stones when adjusted
hardly admit ska knitting needle in
the joints I1 looked upon these
smaller galleries as places in which
to store the sacred and precious
things of the temple

in one of the upper rooms was a
circular zodiac which has since
been carried to paris and is sup-
posed to be a masterpiece of pictorial
astronomy but I1 suppose that if the
french could have taken away the
immense zodiac on the ceiling of the
portico this would have obtained a
much greater reputation than the
one at paris I1 have seen both

the roof of the portico has to the
west ten slabs or flags about sixteen
feet long by two and a half broad
to the east likewise Inthein the centre
are twenty similarnilar flags itin two
rows ornamented with various
emblems having no direct cothelconnec-
tion with the zodiac now as to
the zodiac some readers of th
NEWS will be rather surprised tot
lelearnirn that those strange little figuresfugures

let us say inhi ayers
eatingcating the constellations through

which the moon sails in the heavens
should have originated in egypt

thousands of years ago yes even
to the human flfigureure against the
various parts 01of whose body
and limbslimbe are disposed the
twelve not pictures but truly
egyptian hieroglyphics be-
ginning at the eastern side of the
temple we have a large male figure
bending around three sides of the
coilingceiling panel in front of him are two
rows of figures the row nearest to
him contains a or
zodiacal representation of the con-
stellationsstellations of the boreal or northern
heavenly hemisphere beginning
at his chin we see aquariusAau arius a man
pouring out water next placespisces a
pair off nice fishes the third figure
instead of being the orthodox aries
is a beautiful antelope or gazelle in
a natural pose taurus iniii this zo-
diac is a roaring bull pawing the
earth bending his head downclown and
tossing the moon along on her
monthly rounds next instead of
gemini naked twins we see the
god raba and his companion and
scribe with a pen or feather on
his head they walk hand in handband
like twins cancer or the crab I1
cannot see on this zodiac but I1 did
not copy amiss there is instead of
the crab a boal with persons in it
doing something I1 cannot make out
as the ceiling here is full of sootboot
capricorn us scorpio libia and
leo are made precisely as we re
presort them now a days sagitta-
rius which I1 skipped is instead of
a common bowmanbow man or archer re-
presented by a beautiful winged cen-
taur from egypt the greeks got
the idea otof their wingless centaur
I1 suppose and when I1 say I1 suppose
I1 ought to say I1 contend for there ure
shallow and superficial books on
mythology which state that the
centaur is a conception of greek
mythology thisthiel I1 think is entirely

for let when as yet the
greeks did not exist the egyptians
and chinese had made much pro-
gress in astronomy and hd record-
ed many cycles eclipses and period-
ical comets 2ndand when the greeks
were mere barbarians living on
roasted acorns and wild olives hav-
ing as yet arranged no mythology
neither understanding agriculture
even to the extent of planting wheat
etuetc the egyptians were a pollpolishedshea
nation having legions of soldiers
armed with bow and arrow and
that too when the babylonians
syriansassyriansAs and Perpersiansstalls used short
spears swords and javelins 3rdard
at this same time the EgyptegyptiansAane
had already many colossal ephysphinxesaxes
and andro and any-
one who has seen egyptian
hieroglyphics will have noticed that
nothing is more natural to the
egyptian genius than the com-
pounding of figures of animals and
human beings such as the centaur
a horse with wings being a heaven-
ly horse favlhavingng the of a man
that is I1 the upper half of a mans
body 1I should not be surprised
after all if some savant archabold
gist should declare that this is the
egyptian god mars

the eleventh figure of this zodiac
corresponds to the virgin virgo
but instead of a virgin we find a


