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ology of-Beripture: ‘““I'he sun of
righteousness shall rise with bealing
in hie wings,?” eapecially as it is
gracefully poised aloft om # blue
ground ag if in the azure sky.

The centuries which have clupsed
have scitoely affected the mug-
pificence of this beautiful Temple.
We descend a shorl tlight of stairs,
an the floor of the Temple is Lelow
the present level of the surrounding
country,aud enter the portlco, forty-
two feet high. Here we nre inthe
midst of twenty-four columups in
three rows, each column above
twenty-two feet in cicumference,
upon which are carved hiero-
glyphics. However, when oue has
gircumsecribed ten or n dozen col-
umps, an impression is formed that
these ‘““holy carvings’? represent a
rituai, conlession of faith, o1 litany.
After haviug listened to frequeut
Catholle litanies, the manifold 1e-
iterations of “Kyrie Kleison?’ of
the Grechaand the F“Allah Akhbar??
{God is vcreated), which I have heard
fifty and even one hundred Arabs
repeat two hundred and three bun-
dred times in an hour, bowing each
time or vociferatiug, “God e God
and Mohummed is the Apostle
of God,”” and noticing pow
in this temple the emblems of [sis
and Oefris, alternating with car-
touehes, spakes, the embleins of
wisdom, and KEgyptian vultures,
emblems of motherly love and pro-
tection, one feels like iuterpreting
the characters atout thus, ““The
God’s are Fternal,?? Osiris is Wige,
hia Byirit will Guide our Bouls,**
Q) Igis, Show Mercy, have Com-
passion upon us,”’ und 8o on, BCHTres
of timey on each column, and there
are twelity-four of such. The top
of each «olumn is surrounded by
the sculptured face of lsis, each
columm hnving four faces, one to
each cardinal point, which design
is called technically Isis Quadri-
frons.

On the ceiling of the portico is a
zodine fv whichh T will refer later
The Sekos or iuner court of the
temiple hag many rooms or apart-
ments, the walls of which are
adorued with fizures relating to
rellgion and astronomy. ‘These
rootos are lighted by amall perpen-
dicular holes cut through the im-
mense flags, of which the flat roof
is coustructed. Btraight ahead is
the sanctuary, or holy of holies, to
which there i8 only one ¢ntrnnoce,
across which probably once hung a
costly curtain or veil, richly em:
broidered with representatione ot
Idols. Many of ihe arrangerpents
remind one of the Bible description
of the Taberaoscle nnd Temnple of
Jerusalem.

Tnrough a smuall apartmeut, a
corridor, wu ascend u flight of a
bundred or more low, broad, com-
fortable stepn. We are pow in n
shaft of small 1pclinatlon, as if in
the solid rock, as the jointa are very
neat, Hero, [ imagine, the High
Priest, after exacting a covenant
from the worshipers, slowly mounts
the stalrs, followell by gshaven-
beaded priests, who chant monoton.
ously to the tune of cymbals and
harps, carrying ofterings of globes
enzircled with snakes, or cows

sraduated sticks, mitred cobras, ete.
At leagy I gather this idea from the
representations on the walls of this

noble stair gallery. Next 1 sec
thent on the roof, under the
open heaveu, dedicating unto
the gods their Jalwra and the

offerings they are ulwut to make
by fire, waviay perfume or sprink-
ling. The rest of the inle we real
in amali chambers on the reof where
males nnd feinnles allow themselves
toc be blessed, bound, and, have
konives driven iuto thelr foreheads,
shouldexs, hreasts, bowels and
thighs, Animals, too, are butchered
and piled upon aitars. Then 1 pre-
sume the offerings were offered to
the deities after being burpoed,
roasted or sotdden,and the vegetables
sprinkied. On another corner of
the roof i n mininture temple,
twenty fuet gquare. The architraves
are pupported by eolumnssurmount-
ed by Isie Quadrifrons. This smail
Temple, it hasg beeu suggested, wag
the repository of books, astronomical
instruments and was also the ob-
servatory. Thirdefective description
1 wm waking after my secoud visit
to the temple, during which the
feast of Hasunu apd Hussein was
buiug celebrated some miles away.
There was no guide or guardinp
to annoy me with his many bomb-
astic explnpations, and so I exam-
ined the grand ruips thoroughly,
speuding also some hours in small,
narrow, mysterious underground
pasgapges. Was [ in the “'Becret
chambers” to which the New Te-
stiment refers?  Were these the
laboratories where sacred crocodiles,
bulls and ibis were embaimed, or
like the oublfelles of the Bastile,
were Lhess perhaps dungeons where
vietime of priestly rage, after being
conxed into the temple, were thrown,
to be forgotten forever? Inp
the upper walls  also  amall
wallerivs, three feet aqu re by teu to
fifteen long, bave been reserved in
the walls, concealed skilfully by
stonesBliding in grooves, and orna-
mented like the wothers, nud, mere
over, cut ip such shape that it see ns
a marve] the modern explorers ever
dissovered the eptrances, as ‘tae
lock or key-stones when adijusted
hardly admit a knpitting n le In
the joints. I looked upon these
smaller gallerieg as places in which
to store 1he sacred und precious
things of the temple.

In one of the upper rcoms was n
circular zodine, which hns since
been earried to Paris, and is sup-
posed to be a masterpiece of pictorial
astrovomy; hut 1 suppnse that if the
French could have taken nway the
immeunse zodiae on the ceillog of the
portico, this would have obtained a
much greater reputation than the
|one at Parls. I have seen, both.

The rouf of the portico bas to the
west teu slabe or flags about sixteen
feet long by tweo and a half broud,
to Lthe east likewlse. in the centre
are twenty similar flags in two
rows, orunmented with various
emblems haviog oo direct codhec-
tion with the zudine. Nuw, as to
the zodiac, some readers of thw
Nrws will be rather surprised .
| learn thatthoseetrange little figures
—let us kay lu Ayer’s slmunac,indi-
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which the mooneails in the heavens
—should have originated in Egypt
thousands of years ago—yes, even
to the human figure against the
various parts of whose body
and Jimbe are disposed the
twelve — not pictures—but truly
Egyptian hieroglyptiics. Be-
ginning at the eastern side of the
temnple, we have a Iargemale figure
bending around three sides of the
ceiling panel; in front of him aretwo
rows of figures; the row nearest to
him contaius a hieroglyphical or
zouiacal representatiou of the con-
stellations of the Boreal or northern
heavenly hemisphere. Begiuning

at his chin,we see Aquarius, a man

pouring out water. Next Pisces, a
pair of nice fishes, Thethird figure
instead of being the ortliodox Aries
i a henutiful antelope or gazelle in
a natural pose. Taurue in this zo-
diac s a rearing bull, pawing the -
earth, bending his head down and

tossing the moon nalong on ber
monthly rounds. Next, instead or
geminl, naked twins, we gve the
od Ra and his companion and

scribe Toth, with a pen or feather on
his head; they walii band in band

like twius. Cancer, or the crab, I

cauuot see on this zodiac, but 1 did
not copy amiss. There is iustesd of
the crab a boal, with persons in It
doing sumething L cannot make out
ag the ceiling here is full of soot.

Capricornus, Bcorpio, Libia and

Leo are made precisely as we re

pregert them now a days. Bagitin-
rius, which I skipped, is, instead of
acommon bow-man or archer, re-

presented by a beautiful winged cen-
taur. From Egypt the Greeks got

the idea of their wirgless centaur,

1 suppiose, and when I say I suppose,
I ought to say 1 contend,for thure ure
shallow and superficial books on

mythology which state that the

centaur is a conception of Greek

mythology. ThisI thinkisentirely

wrong; for, Ist, When as yet the

Greeks did not exist, the Egyptians

and Chiuese had muade much pro-

gress in astrouomy, and bed record-

ed many cycles. eclipses and period-

ical comets. 2nd, .When the Grevks

were mersg barimrians, living on

ronsted neorns and wild olives, hav-

ing u8 yet arrapged no mythology,

peither understanding aericulture

even tothe extent of planting wheat,

etc., the Ligyptians were a polished

pation, having legions of soldiers

armed with bow and arrow, apd

that, too, when the Babyloniaps,

Assyrians, and [Persians used short

spears, swordd and javellps. 3rd,

At this same time the Egyptians

had already many colossal sphy nxes

and apdrosphinges, apd any-

one who has seen Egyptian

hieroglyphica wiil have noticed that

nothing is more natural to the

Egyptian gepjus than the com.

joundiug of figures of animals and

human beipgs, such aathe centaur,
a horse with wings—being n heaven-

Iﬁ horse, having the torse of n man,
that is, the upper half of n man’s

body. L shnum)enot. be surprised,
after all, if some savant archmolo-

wist shiould declnre that this is the:
Lgyptian god Mars.

The eleventh figure of this zediac
corresponds to the Virgin (Virgo),

horos, lotus flowers, little boats, | catlng the conpstellations through !but instead of a virgin we find'a



