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citie like this compared with the
lltitrtlea of tbe Gospel, tbe principl a
of worshipping auu serving God
according to His revealo i will? God
atll llveawho haa led us all our life
lung to th ee valleys, aud He will
guide and direct our atepa. But O
how strange that men pretendingto be statesmen should tead historyso poorly aB to sumote that by
might and power, by botid and
penalties they cau chain men's
thoughts or prev nt them from act-- I

k aecprait.g to their o nvlctlons.
The power might may deatroy me
destroy you; it may break up homes
and demolish cities, but It will be
Ike4he Canada thistle when It first

made Its appearance In New Eng-
land. . Tira weed was a great pestto the farmers, and It became a
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Absolutely Pure.

TMa powdor i.ever ars.i A marver hi
purity, atrertb rr.d wboireOmeueee. IM

ecooouiirai ibap ibe ordinary kitxu, and cati-iH- t
be'cKiUi in con. petition with the multitude

bf tow teet, brt weiht,;aHiln or pboei hu'e
powder " !
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Since coming-- to the stand I haTe
been1' requested to address the con
gregatlon. i

I will read the 6th, 6tb, 7th and
8 th "verses of the 25 th chapter of
Genesis. J

And Abraham cave all that he had unto

liut unto ine com or tns ooneatiinofl, einwa
Abraham had. Abraham save iritis, and
sent them away from Iaaao hta son, while he
jet lived, eaatward unto the eaal country.

And theao ore the days of the jourj of
Abrabam'a lire WKca ae livw, aa bundrea
threeeoore and flfteon years.

Then Abraham rare hd the aboat, and
died in a good old' age; an old man, ana fall
tjf yean, ana was gatnerea to n s peops.

Mow far I snail connne myself to
the matter contained in this passage
1 cannot say. The present eventful
period of our live, the prejudices
which now move the people or .our
nation concerning us, and the pres a
sure that la belnz brought upon us
chiefly through the religious ele
ment or the country to innaence
Congress to extraordinary legisla-
tion against us. are perhaps, the rea
sons wny my jnmu reverts w uie
historical facts, contained- - in the
Scripture I have Just read, which
was Riven unto us by men of old
Who, until quite a recent date, have
been generally revered by an unrist- -

iaiis; and even now a large majorlly
of the Christian sects of America
respect and reverence the ancient
fathers their teachings and writings
while the sacred Book la closed, but
ignore Jn their daily Jiveawbat
mose wonmeo peiieveu auu piuu- -

iwea.
The word translated concubine in

this Scripture must not be confound
ed with the modern practice which
obtains so largely in the great cities
or Christendom, nd with the more
wealthy portions of old communi-
ties. I refer to Ithe practice some
times called concubinage, the prac to
tice of marry Ing under the law one
wife and at the same time keeping to
privately one or more mistresses
who are not obtruded upon society
having no claim to the honored
name of wife a practice which per
mits those who indulge is it to
gratify the carnal passions at the
expense of public Virtue, and at the
risk of entailing disease upon unborn
coaterltv. as well as at-t- he expense I?Ln'Tl rSno riftht-minde- d, , correct-thinkin- g

person can pronounce it otherwise
than It hai been pronounced by the
sacred writers both of tbe old and
New Testament a species of lewd-
ness and. If not classed' with open

their consciences or Justified them- -
f elves In this depaiture from law
and public sentiment, no doubt feel
partial justiscation rrom ine prac-
ticed of the ancients who were look
ed up to and revered; but such was
not the concubinage of Abraham
nor any of the ancient patriarchs,
such was not ' the system that ob
tained under the law of Moses in an
cient Israel. r

The word translated concubinage
In King James version of the Bible,
is translated by .burner ana is iouna
in Scandinavia and Qcrmaoy where
the Lutheran translation still pre
vails, as meaning an associated wife.
in the JJanisn audio it is nuusiro tor
wife and medhustro for concubine;
the sacred name of wife Is given to
both classes, tbe preposition med
connecting them together and con-

veying
ia

tbe idea of the second class.a a m - a

being an aseociaieu wue, or a who
In a secondary or subordinate posi-
tion, in contradistinction to the
first. Close students of the Bible
have not failed to recognize thla a
being the character of the plural
wives of Moses and the prophets.
And it was practiced as an Institu
tion of the Jewieh nation down to
the comics of our Saviour, and, so
far as any scriptures appear In the
New Testament,! mis institution
was neither abrogated nor in any
wise condemned, while harlotry and
rjromiscnous Intercourse or toe sexes

adultery and fornication are coa--
Gemneu in we severest language

We have a great variety of views
In Christendom, as to the will and
mind of God pertaining to the union
of the texes as : relating to each
other, to the state and toour preient
and future happiness. The Latter-da- y

Saints regard the intercourse of

the eexes, DOULin time anu ui eier
nitv. as rearulated by sacred law giv
en by our Father In heaven who has
hriraxiized us male and female for a

" TT! 1 m . 1 . V.

wise purpose in tiaiiseu, auu luai.
curDoee Is made manifest In the first
rrea t mmmuid eivt n lo oar firs t
naranu. nimejv. to uiuitiuij auu
rartlenlsh tho earth, i And the say
tno tn the woman after her trans--

rB45on M written in the book of I

that her dBlireSGenesis,- . . . I I
towards ner nuananu anu no buuuiu
rule over her the desires plan tea
in the breast of the woman tending
to draw to the opposite sex ouimin.
atin a In a union, is a wl.e dispensa
tion or Aroviaence lor iuo wuir

nf th. or,t nii in vlaw to
anoauraire ana stimulate mem w
mnltlDlv and replenish the earth,
and take noon

-
themselves. .

the
.
cares,in

labor, anxieues ana responsioui- -
tles attendmg tne rearmg oi iami-lie- a.

And among the many different
views entertained in Christendom
ccmcerninK

. the .commerce'. of the- - a a

sexes We migUb Bay, mere exists i

every variety of belief and practice
erowine out cf those A beliefs. We
have in 1 Christian '

f Ameri
ca a religious sect r not
very numerous j to be - sute
who held me union or me sexes to
be sinful in any form whatever.
This sect I hardly need say is the
Shaking Quakers: ana to become a
member: or meir socierv a i per
son already married would be re-

quired to disolve his marriage rela--
a .a a a S S

tionsuict a una Dana ana wire joining
that society would ce required to uo
the tame, and to abstain from each
other for. ever aiterwaras. au cou
nection with the sexes being strict -

ly forbidden as an evil that may be
tolerated In the carnal world, but
not among those who desire to ap

and holy before tne ijora.
commandmens rexerrea to.

been riven. tcL father
Adam and mother Eve. was in the
days of meir purity before their
transgressions, when they were
worthy to converse with God face
to face; this being the case, if there)
was no other reason, what philoso-
phy can condemn that command
or a proper and Just .effort to keep
It? There is no reason, to my mind,to condemn It when rezulated by

pave targe ramuiee. And it seems
that this is the prevailing s ntiment
of that region ; for 1 u , travelin g
tnrougn rsew r.ngianu it was rarelysaw a woman with more than tw.
or threej cblldran. Any of the
older families, those honored ma
trons of New1 England, who lived
contemporary with my mother,
thought it honorable to raise large
ramiues; out my oia aunt who was
one of tne last of that stock, . has,e e

pj giving way to allowing the innu- -
ence of death has Imbibed false no
tiane; and When she . thus expressed
herself to me i knew she was not
speaking the honest Sentiments of
her heart, To day infanticide and
foeticide are popular. Modern doc-
tors and doctieBe8 have arisen, men
and women who are skilled in what
are called the diseases of women.
whose special practice is preventing:
feoundity. thereby securing to hut- -
band and wife the pleasures of ' self- -

gratification without bearing the; re- -

apunsi unities oi maternity, ana tne
trouble and expense or rtaring
children. These doctors and doe
tresses and the American students
who have learned to practise their
hellish arts, are to-da- engaged in
undermining the constitution of
wives and ' motherf ; yes, cuilu
murder, mis damnable doctrine of
devils has become popular through-
out New ngland, and Is fast spread-
ing oyer the American continent.
And now it Is the Irish woman,
who believe in raising child
rea, the foreign element tha
comes to the country that are
considered the vulgar', people;anaa were it not for this flood of for
eign Immigration the staid New
England element would soon be
come extinct, and I sayiln the name

Israel's God, the sooner the bet
ter unless they repent of their mur-der- s,

their, whoredoms and meir
abominations mat ascend to tht
heavens and are a stench in the nos
trils of the Almighty. And, yet.

is this New England element of
whose garments are,, stained with
the blood of innocence, that has
found its way through our western
States, that has worked heart ana
toul with the hireling priesthood iu
nring up me i national neart, ana
that is urging "on hostile legislation
agalns tbe beat and purest people
that exist upon the American conti
nent. Is It public morality they
seek? Is It the cause of public aud
private morality they champion? If

we may repeat, what we have so
often said, which is. so extremely
unwelcome for mem to near: Weed
your garden first at home, and then
let your virtues be directed to the
crying evils and sins of your large
cities; and let child-murd- er cease,
and hang mose internal doctors who
by means of their hellish arts are
destroying the life cf your offspring,
anu tnus preventing tue mioilmen t

the first great command that God
gave to our first parent; first peti-
tion Congress to pass law to deal
with me murderers ana murar esses

the' nation, the adulterers and
adultresses ana all those who deal in
shame, through whose wickedness
the seeds of decay and death are
transmitted to posterity. But me
thinks I hear one say, if mis were
done, and the laws were enforced,
the lare majority or the nation
would be convicted. And It re
minds me cf ' a remark
made recently by a gentleman in
Congress, It a as propused that the
bill, now being ur.ta in tjongress
against polygamy, be eo amended as

mciuae aaaitery, tne genusman
to whom the proposiuon was made a
was at first inclined to endorse the
amendment, but on reflection, he
turned to his friend and said, If that
baviane it would leave us without a
quorum In tne noo?e. iNo, my
friend, it is not adultery they wish
to punish; is is nos whoredom tnev
wish to punl.-h-; it is not tha cause of
public or private virtue they cham
pion; it is merely tne nue and cry or
the bigotry of our', time against a
people who are aiming at a higher
morality than now exist?, who are
aiming to do away with and effectu
ally d- - etroy out. of .their midst the
evil that is sapping the strength and
vitality or our nation a communi-
ty that does not seek to shun the
responsibility and the cares and
labors and expense and trouble of
rearing families and . of educating
them and making their children
honorable men and women, hus
bands and wives, fathers and moth
ers, citizens of the state and defen
der of human liberty.

We are accused of being governed
by priescraft and priestly influence.

do not believe there is any portion
of thla community in any part of
me land who are moved by pristiyinfluence to halt me extent mat
Judge Edmunds and the advocates
of the bill that he champions
against us are; ana meir con
sciences must teach them that they
are hypocrite?, : and, f that they
are but pandering to bigotry, and
mat their acts are not toe acts ' cf
statesmt-n- , but me acts of cringing
politicians and demagogues. The
Priesthood of me Latter-da-y Saints
belongs not to the lords but the
commons: to men who have helped
make tbe roads, to buna,tne pnages
and to kill the snakes; to men who
have battled with me difficulties cf

new country, and who by their
hardihood and toll have subdued tbe
wastes and; redeemed the desert;
men who have turned the mountain
streams but ot their course on to the
new and vlrgen soil, making . the
land fruitful with fields and farms,
gardens, 1 orchards and vineyards;
men who bund house, mills and
factories, f chool - houses and
churches, and who raise fsmiles and
who take care or and educate meir
chiidren. These are the men who
hold the Priesthood and who wield
an influence la the midst of this
people; and; this class of men Is
properly prepreaentea m tne legislature now in session, and they are
asked to step down and out and let
the Government or the country pass
into me nana or adventurers, noithat I would lnslnuata that there
are not a goodly number of honor
able men among us who are engaged
la legitimate bnslneas pursuits, men
who could be trusted to anminister
me srovernmental affairs of me Ter
ritory if they would follaw their own
hearts and consciences, and not
allow themselves ; to be bull
d. zed as certain members or
Congress are by the hireling jfriest- -
hood of the age. We could trust the
indinnent of such :m-n- ; we could
truss meir natural -- eoou sense, auu
meir business habits; but there are
few who can be , trusted to stand
iika a towering reck in me midst oi
the raging ocean proof against the
wavea and surges or popciar pre
judice that pas. over tne una. ah
because OI tnis mAtter-ua- y .

have ; been chary wltn.wgara w
whom mey exalt to powe ; ana tne
few that have their confidence in
this respect, are rrien. who bate
nertr robbed or betrayed mem. Anu
honorable business men, bankerv,
merchants, mlnars, raurwau ,

may be urged oni by fleshy lust, but
if tbere are it result Jn their mak- -

ing shipwreck of their fal h and be-

coming, hi time,a lasting dlfgrace to a
themselves. But where there Is one
example of this kind, under our
polygamic system there are at least
two, under the monoeamlo order
that might be cited,who make ship-
wreck of their faith, who sacrifice)
their honor, and whose ' family sand
for th a wall of grief for the loss of a

confidence in,. husband and father.
Adultery.', fornication, whoredom
Qod will judge; every form of licen-
tiousness He has condemned in His
word! from:; the beginning of the
world to the present. And if folita
are manifested by some who profess
to pe xiaiier-ua- y saints in this direc
tion, so we may cite similar weak
ness manifested by ancient men of
U3d; not however, to Justify such
cases but merely as examples of hu
man weaxnesses.

Referring again to Abraham, and
his wife Sarai. They are held up In
sacred Scripture as models of noble
character, purity of purpose, piety,devotion and superior integrity to
God, who hesitated not to obey Him
at all hazards even to the sacrifice of
that which was nearest and dearest
unto them. This SaraL one of the
noblest of women, received the
promise of her son Isaac while In
old age, a promise made to her bv
the aneel of God. and this becansa
of her barrenness and because too of
the Integrity of her heart towards

sacrlfloe her womanly. feeling in. glv--1
A.' i m I

ing w tier hubdsuu otner wives. I

And after she had given to Abra
ham Hagar that sbe might bear him
children, mark the Scripture: It was
for the purpose that he might not be of
childless because she was childless.
It was after she had thus sacrificed
her womanly feeling, thereby mani
festing ner Jove ana integrity to her
husband, that the Ird bad compas
sion upon her and granted the desire it
of her heart, promising her that she
should in course of time bring forth

son, and telling her that his name
should be Isaac, in whom and in
whose seed all the nations of the
earth were to be blessed. And it
was after this lad was partly grown
that God commanded Abraham
ta take this promised child on
td :

. the Mount Morlah, and
there build an altar and
offer him up as a sacrifice.
Abraham In this was tried as few so,
men ever were tried; for hla love
was great for his son whom he
would naturally regard as a special
gift of the Lord to him, through
whom no less a personage than the
Messiah himself should come. Yet
Abraham doubted not, he pausednot to consider what the possible re
sult might be of keepiog this com
mand; but he trusted in God as
Paul skid of him. "that Ood was of
able to raise him up, even from the
dead; from wnence also ne received
him Jn a figure." He trusted in
God and doubted, not; and proceed-
ed

of
to Mount Motiah and there built

an altar, and when everything was
readiness he bound the lad, and

while in the act of raising the deadly
knife, he heard a voice saying,
'Abraham, Abraham, lay not thine

hand upon tbe lad, neither do
thou anything unto him; for now

know that thou fearest God, seeing
that thou hast not withheld th
son, thine only son trom me." And
then the Lord went on to say, that
because of this willingness on the
part of Abraham to obey Him even to
to the sacrincmg or nis oniyson.
f(Thai in blessing I will bless thee,
and in multiplying l will multiply
thy seed as the stars of the heavens.
and as tne sand wnicn is upon the
sea snore," etc JNow, A will giveback unto you your son, and in
blessing I will bless him and multi
ply htm, and in him and his seed
shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed. It was because of this
precious promise, no doubt, that b
desired to give his sons opportuni
ties to develop and to make mani
fest among the surrounding tribes
the character that was in him, that
be divided cut his cooas and gave
gifts to the sons or the other wives
and sent tnem away, out gave
bis- - cbJeT inneritanoe to nis son
Iaaao. r- -

While contemplating , this I can
hardly refrain from dropping a word
Of exhortation to my brethren who
may be drawing near the close or
life, not to neglect to make such dls
position of their worldly effects as
will suitably provide for their wives
aud children while they (the
brethren; yet live, roiiowmg tbe ex-am- le I

of Abraham, not that by anymean would I encourage this exam
ple la ail particulars; for It Is not
always as it was in the case of
Abraham that God has made choice
of one particular son in whom their
seed shall be called; but common
Justice and equity requires, of every
father to deaf fairly with each wife
and child according as God has dealt
with him la thla world's goods, that
ha mav retain meir esteem
after he shall have departed
from them. Nor should he trust
too much to the uncertainty cf
courts at the present time; for we
have In too many instances eeen to
our sorrow that federal courts,
whenever they have had it la their a
power, or whevever . they could,
either byX ! strained

a a
construction

a
of

-
law or by omissions or tne jaw,
wrong a plural family by giving to
the nrss wue ana ner nero mat
which should have been equitably
divided among all the family, they
have never missed tne opportunity
of doing it. thinking that by bring
Ing oppression and injustice to bear
they will succeed in discouraging
the nractice of thla system or mar
riage. There la nothing In me
faith or me Latter-ca-y saints or m
the laws of God touching this mat
ter that would prompt aught but
fustice aud equality to all the wives
aod cbudren. 'ine uuty m tne
husband isvtdaln in thla respect
And me duty or au wives ana cnu- -

dren is to love each other and the
husband and father; all cherishing
that love of the Gospel which binds
our hearts together, ana wnicn
alone cm carry us through tbe trials
and tribulations of lire, ana tut us
un at me last day.

una wouiaauDoose rrom tne nus
and cry abroad in the land, which
emanates chiefly rrom me eiergy,
that they are afra-- the inBtitutions
or me Latter-da-y uamta wm con
tamlnate the whole land. What
hypocrisy! I can hardly exercise
catience sudcient to treat It with
any desree of sobriety. '

lam a native born American; a
was reared in the State of Vermont.
In my early days the doctrine
taught toour first parents, to mul
tiply and replenish the earth, was
Dopular: but daring the period of
nay i life mat has elapsed.
it has been almost totally ignored
by the. social circles of .New Ens
land. When I last visited the old

1 homestead, an old aunt nearly ready
M a. a - a. V B Al A, J A.

wisdom aad parity of Uod Himself.
Or course, this ia the general TiewJ

taken of it by Christian nations aa
shown In thir , acts , and in then-I-s

ws legulatlng It. "Although the
Itornan - Cathollo Church prohibits
intercourse with the sexes to sacred
orders', they being, according to the
rights of the church forbidden to
marrv. And however much some
mav doubt the Iniquity of their holy
vows, it is a matter too well known
to caii In question. The more gen
eral sentiment of Christians recog
n!zB the purity and uprigbtnes of
mariiage or a man to one woman;
and they quote ythe following words
or the Apostle iaui to testify to it.

Marriage is honorable In all, and
the bed undefiled; but whoiemonr

a an, I a1nlti.rra ClnA vili Inrlmt
But! the majority of raoiern Chris
tians consider that for r a man t
marry more than one w ife while the
Uvea and is nis wue ia sin. jsow i
will undertake to say respecting the
two conditions or marriage, snwie
and plural, that where the duties
and obligations are the same, and
the httfcand i equally honorable,
lust and virtuous, taithlul and true
to his wives and children, that there
is riot neteseariiy any greater im
purity existing between such a man
and hi plural family, than between

man and his single family; that
theriis not necessarily a defilement
of the marriage bed, that there Is
not necessarllv defilement of the
body! br spirit. When the Institu
tion of marriage is founded In reli-
gious sentiment and is confirm
ed by the enduring love of
husband, wives and ' children,
and the responsibilities ; attending
that relationship, as wo find it in
many of ths ancient worthies.
There is not necessarily any defile
ment in plural marriage. There
was not necessarily defilement in
father'Abraham and other ancient
patriarchs and propbetswho took to
themselves a second or a third or
fourth wife, any more than' there
was in those who confined them-selv- es

to one wile. Nor have I ever a
heard from any ereatura and I have
read and heard much and reflected
much, because our institution of
marriage has invited discussion and
reflection upon this subject, I have
never yet heard an argument that,

my mind, appeared sound against
the marrlave of an honorable man

two women any more than to
one And tne only argument that
has ever been presented that has
had a semblance of soundness Is the
generally admitted fact of the near
equality of the sexes which would
seem to rorsnadow the general pur-- ;
pose and design of providence-th- at

one man should have only one wife.
have never heard an argument

relating to the physical effects cf the
institution, nor as relating to the
state, or society that could not be ap
plied j us t as appropriately to monog
amy, 'The opposers of plural marrl-ag- e

make many declarations against
us which are untrue which they do
not understand because they accept
the reports of certain persons who
give way to a lying spirit, and mis In
represent and belie people far better
than; themselves. The , selfishness
and weakness of human nature, the
evils1 which- - manifest f themselves
from! time to time between families
and between husband and wife, and I
between wives, and children are
quoted as evils greatly to be deplor-
ed as growing out of this eystem. I
will only say in regard to this, tnat
those best acquainted with the In
ner working of --the syctem among
the XAtter-da- y amt throughout
all of their settlements, if they testi
fy honestly and truthfully as to the
result of their careful observations
extending over a period of over
thirty years the time mat this sys-
tem i of plural marriage has been
practiced by us In these mountains,
they would, In effect, say, that there

less discontent, less strife and
fewer family . broils and lass di-

verse, and less c.sting off of
wives and casting upon the
community of children without
care,! than would be foond in
the same number of monogamio
familie . And I may here ay, that
stateistks will bear me out in mak- -

ins this assertion. To thoee who
are not posted In the matter this
mav acDear Incredible; and the ma
jority of the christian world would
think it imposBiDie judging nom
their standpoint; aad what they see
and hear among' themselves, and
Judging by the spirit by whloh they
are animated, tney wouia, a lamn,
pronounce this a thing i Impossible.
But it is simply because they are
not imbued with the faith of the
Latter-da- y Saints, and this being
the Case they cannot understanj
the motives that prompt us to enter
into I this relationship, t They
cannot comprehend. the spirit that

a a a J A f
governs us, me aevout uou-ieari- ng

spirit of elf-eacrifl- which leads us I

onward to all that is noble, for hear
inar and Ion that teaches
ua to love one another and to be
charitable to all men. and which
teaches us that the Teiauonenips
which we make through the mar
riase covenant.

are but the foundav a i A A

ticn or eternal eiory an' exai union
In, the worlds to come;; and it aiso

glories of the
fntnre that ooen on before us are
greatly dependent upon the faithful
ness of our relationships ana asso
ciations in this life: and that a man
must be found capable to properjy
eovernand- - suide his xamuy ana
nrcserre la time.' the wives ana
cnnureu ma mo
ing them In tbe way .of f life and
salvation, and rearlnz his children
la all that is pure and ipraisowonny
an that ha can receive them in tbe
morninsr of the erst resurrection,
there to have the father confirm up-
on him his wives and children, the
foundation fof his Individual king- -

dom which will exist for ever and
ever. ine ouuuae wona csuu
mmmahsnd this, and i slmoly be
cause tney cannot Deiieve iw
this same religious' sentiment uxa
prompts women ana me best ot
women, the most devout women,
women of the purest motive i and
character ta enter into" this! tacrea
relationship, and to cause them to
determme m meir own minus - inai.
they would sooner be associated with
atnaa who hai craven himself a
man of Intezritv. a man of strict
vlrtne and honor. Who can ba relied
upon by God and man they ,would

1 rather trust themselves with such a
man than to be the only i wife of a
man devoid of these qualifications,
a man who, perhaps,' for the want of
such high motives would be-th- e

victim of many vices, of whoredom,
of concubinaee or Htiril intercourse
With the . sexes, and defile himself
and destroy the confidence of hi
ramlJy m him. or he would neroapa
in d tils' a in drnnkrnnM, and otbel
kindreoT vices which would be the
means of producing the same result.
And such has been the experience
of many, women-- , in .munoffaray
And I do not say that the weak-

do not manTOsiitomerAvesSlu fiminI d

neu tna' the analrs or ,our Territoryhave been administered ;

honorablyanl honeaitiv. -
; Tricksters and adventurers clamor
or free Echoole, but how maoy of
mem ana mose wnose sentiments
.they voice really want . to . support.a a a a a a

tnemz. a. noooy is a nice thing to
nae, anu. sucn people nave many.But they must be bobbles than uo
not cost much. It la rumored
throughout the land that the chil- -

drm of th Latter-dr- y HaintS: are
growing up in ignorance; mose woo
utter those statements either know
nothing of what they cay, or they
wilfully and deliberately lie. Home
may think these are hard word?;. . it.a a a. a. a a
ia jl aunxir, airong language, but It Is
language admissible under the cir
cumstances, and It Is easy to under-
eiana, plain and riant to me subiact
and I mean every word of it. The
statistics of the country bear me out
In it; and whoevt-- r will examine the
census for the last decade may satis,
fy theu) selves on this point, name-
ly,' that percentage of illiteracy In
Utah is Je.s than one half cf that of
whole United States. Thevsavthe
offspring of plural marriage tends to
laiocy aa ,weii as Hhteracy. which:
however, la fallacious and clearly
witnout foundation In fact. Let
men of discernment and honor pass
through our land, examine our a
schools and see the turn out of our
lorty thousand children at cur Sab- -
bath-school- s, and hear the questions
put to mem ana meir answers to
the same; let them attend our child
ren's jubilees in our Tabernacld and
look upon fifteen thousand faces ra
diant with youth and beauty, and
hear their songs and other exercises.
and they msy at once satisfy them-
selves whether the children of the
Latter-da- y Saints are either, ignorant or Idiotic. The lute census
shows mat Utah's percentage of
idiocy, as well as illiteracy, is more
than fifty per cent, less man that

the United States; it may sJbo!
show; that no where upon the Am-
erican continent is there a place of
the same age aa Utah that has eo
many common schools In which are
tauant the common branches of an
English education, and that too
without a dollar's aid from the gen
eral government. And our numer
ous children are all well tared or;
and if We cannot indulge in all the
excesses or fashion that are com
mon in aristocratic circle?,, we
are content to know that we
are doing well; we are con
tent where our wives are well
housed, well fed and well clothed
with fair advantages of education,

self-relia- nt and loving one another.
And we are satisfied that ere long
they will be a tower of strength in
the land, not to menace the institu
tions or our country as enemies, at
foolish men and women insinuate;
not to menace publia morality or
private virtue; but to me contrary,
when me nation, ripe in aiu and
Iniquity, led on by reckless dema-
gogues and politicians, shall ap-
plaud the acts of the legislators and
judges aud leading men in laving
the mxe deep in tne tree or liberty,until they shall sap the J uices that
give life to our inati utlons, and thus
undermine the .foundation of good
government, It . Will be sons nd
daug uters of polygamous Utah, that
will be round me true friends of
human liberty, tbe true friends of
that heaven-oor- n freedom that
has come o us through me fath ra
o. uui nation ins love oi uoerty is
born in them, and huiian liberty la

part of the everlasting gospel; and
uod Aimiguty has decreed and let
Judge Edmunds and Congress and
all me world hear itthat the gos
pel of the kingdom is established,
never more to be thrown down or
given to another people, that Its de- -

uny is to grow and increase and
spread abroad untd it shall fill the
whole earth, and no power In earth
or hell can stop it. 'J, but, say
mey, i" we are going to imprison
you poly gamiata ana dlsfran
chise you Supposing you do
stop our noting, will that atop our
tongues? 'U, but we'll imprison
you,";.: Imprison and ' be damned.
Amen, by voices In the oongrga

tlonl for you will be aamneu any
how rLauehterl "We will I m
nrlaon your wives, too, and we will
not only stop from voting tbe men
wno nave more man one wue, anu
we will not only stop the second or
third, but also the first wife from
voting." And why? Because she,
like Uaxan or old cave to ner nua
band other wives.; Some of the
law-make-rs of our nation would not
only imprison Abraham were he
living now. - and also his plural
wives, but mey wouia aisrrancniee
and imprison Satah, his first wife,
because ahe consented to nis marry
ing other wives.; N

wen, mis war is not s war or
flesh and bloods We are not going
to fight It with swords and cannons
and weapons, but by the power of
truth,' by me word of Godt and the
eternal priudplee- - that-ou- r - fathers
fought for and estaoiisnea upon in is
American contii ent, and which
God has decreed shall prevail upon
this land. ;. And bleated are they
whose lives are bent on maintain-
ing the principles of civil and religi
ous liberty, for, mey will reap tbeir
reward, u not in this iitr,in tne
hereafter. .., '.

In all ajres when - the people Cf
God listened to ' the voice and coun
sel of apostles and prophets,' they
enjoyed tbe blessings growing out
Of human freedom, ana toe tyranny
and oppress loo of kings and rulers
was impossible, mere never wa a
kingly power placed over ancient
Israel except against , the temon- -

strance ef me prophets; and it will
be remembered especially in me
case of Israel when tney openiy
clamored for a king to rule over
them and to lead them to battle,
how that Samuel warned them and
plead with them, fomeing, as he
did; what the results would be. And
the atadenta ox tne hook or mor
mon knew how me Kephltes prc--
srressed in eetabliahlng the pnncl
pies of dvil and religious liberty,
and how that fxeedom extended
throughout their borders, and how
mat Droepenty ana gxeatnt as at
tended meir administratloDe under
tbe counsels and Cachings of the
wise and lust, men who livej in
thtirdav.

. Those who tuppcae that prison
and penalties are going to stop tbe
snlrit of truth In its onward march
to triumph and greatnear, or the in
fluence and power of the trutns . of
heaven which God has eatabllaned
In the hearts of the Latter-da-y

Saints, comprehend not the designs
of God nor the spirit by which this
spirit is actuated, that which
la leading them on, and which en
abiexi them to take Joyfa-l- me

of meir goods la MLsourl
and Onto, and which atill will en
able them to sacrifice meir all f
the sake of the liberties of the ever- -

latl g Gospel, if God shall permit
li to le so. What are houses and
lands, what are eoods and chattle
what l) tlil city cr thouxaadi 04
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question among that class , how to .

prevent Its epreadng. corns at-
tempted to dig tbe thistles out, but
UVy : would spring up agin all
around the old stalk, aud It was con-
ceded by othtts that they could not
be control ed. There was oi.e man
who owned a plantation who was
determined to wirk vigorously for
their extinction upon their first ap--
peAtance n is land; and so de-
termine! was he that when he first
discovered their whereabouts upon
his plantation he built a log heap
over them and set fire to It, leaving

pile of ashes to mark the spot
where th" 1 hi ties appeared. On
the following n as n, to his great
surprise, be found that . where the
log heap ftood tbere was a perfect
bed ; of Canada ' thistles, that the
ashes left found the fire was Just
tbe food lor the thistle to thrive on.
Ho you will find it will be with us.
Artar political demagogues and hirel-
ing priests and adventurers shall
have expeneded their strength in
trying to dig up' and fir out of tb
landjwhat they term "Mormonlsm."

May tne xxrd help ua to prove
true to the truet that He has re
posed in us, Is my prayer. In the
name of Jesus. Amen.
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