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were made in the school law
8¢ that districts would combine and
have high schools, Utah would take a
large step in the interest of education.
Too often the fault with the Utah boy
le that he does nmot go far enough in
echool work, He quity with a meagre
konowledge of the common branches.
But the fault is not altogether his, for
i schools in villages were provided
where higher mathematice, some of
the sciences, politienl economy, a fuller
course of language, liternture, ete,
were taught, these sghools wouid be
well patronized. [ think that young
men and young women should oot be
‘required to attend private achools, on
acenunt of so little provision being
made for them fnpublie schools,

One point in particular { would like
you to know is our metbod of empioy-
Ing teacliers. We copsider gualifica-
tlon, suceess and character omly; re-
liglon and politics have nothing to do
in the consideration. Tbe corsequence
i that over half the teachers in the
country schools were strangers to the
people a few months age. ¢f the
tweniy-three new teachers employed
this year, nineteen came from the aor-
mal schools and graded work of the
Enst. This intermixture of ideas from
the representigtives of different States
ia most excelienit,

L um, youre, very respectfully,

JosepPH B. PEERY,

Weher Connty Superintendent Put-

lic Behools. :

VERNAL, Ointah Couniy, Utah,
= December |4, 189i.

Hon. Arthur L. Thomas, Gevernor,
Dtsh Territory:
Dear 8ir—Your eymmunication of
* Nov. 9th, has just been rec-ived, and
“in reply beg to say tout t.e usrestest
trouble experienced in the op ratiou of
lbe school law has been in the Yper
capiia’® apportionment of the schoal
funds, [n thiscounty the peopie are
very mauch scattered and the schooi
population in  the various districts
Decesearily small, varying from thirty
to fifty—the Iaw provides that where
there are twenty children of school uge,
B distriet may be organized for their
benefit, sod this we belleve to be a
very wise provision, but where the ap-
propriation is made “per capita’ and
‘‘the per capita’? does not exceied §5.00
the sum thus realized ir totally inade-
quatle to meet the requirements of the
case—ror instance, a district with an
enurneration of thirty, at $5.00 <“per
capita® receiver $150 and the cost oi
ruoning three ' terms of school,
At the Iaw requires, wouhi
be $300, being at the rateof $40 per
month compensation to the teacher,
as small a salary as can be paid to any
person qualified to teach. ([t #8 the
general sentiment in this county that
the length of time that a school is re-
quired to be kept in session should not,
be reduced. )

The method of apportioning the schpol
funds “per capile’ worke sll right in
citicy of population, but not in scatter-
ed communities. All small districts
in this county are iu debt for tultion
aud they anxlously look to the forth-
coming Legislature fpr red ress,

In ‘regard to the assessment of
special sehool taxes, iL1s believed that
A time, pay May let,or sny Lime agreed
upon, should be set, upon which date,
the assesrorshould nesees ull stook 1o
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the dgistrict wherein such stock is
found, for the reason that where stock
is asxessed in the districtin whtich the
owners rezide, it takes from the outlying
districts the oniy weaith to be found in
these districts and preclides the possi-
bility of these districts erccting and
furnishing good, comfortable spd re-
spectable school bouses,

Lt is believed that the services of the
trustees of 1 district should be acknow)-
edged, and that a pomipal salary
ehould be provided—the present Ilaw
does not mention tbis—also that the
law should make it obligatory upon the
trustees of any district to turn over to
an adjoining district the Approprintiob
for allchildren who aftend the sclicol
in any such ndjoining district; at pres-
ent it is optiona! with the trustees, and
it bas been the cauce of much unpleas-
antness. ' .

Ezperience warrants the assertion
that 8 salary for the superintendent
would be more to the interest of the
schools than a per diem, for the reasou
tbat the members of the county court,
not being imbued with progressive ed-
ucational principles,: believe that only
those duties which the law says shall
be performed, should be attend-
ed to, and such as the law ARYS
may be performed should be allowed to
pass, the court deeming that the jess
that is paid to the superintendent the
mare suved to the county, and in this
way the superintendent is bandicap-
ped and always uuder the mpprehey-
slon that his services being unappre-
clated, will alse be disaliowed.

Much 10eans have been lost during
the th past yenr to the schools of thia
county, by the action of the county
court only iaying off iuto schoo! dis.
tricts about one twentieth part of the
county and it wouald seem advisable
that the Iaw should plainly etate that
nn part or portion of any county should
be left cutof a school distriet,

it is also thought that the county
school tax” should be raised to three
mills.

I am, very respectfuily,
E. G. D Fraes,
County Supt.

Kanap, Kane County, Utai,
December 14, 1891,

Governor Arihir L, Thomas:

Dear 8iri—Your communication was
received todny. In apewer will BAY:

First—The school law should pro-
virles me means for the county su per-
intendent to compel the district school
boards to send in their reports on time.

Becond — Small districts bave not
enough funds under the prerent law.
They could be helped hy giving the
trustees the privilege of levying a dis-
trict schoo! tax of one-half of one per
cent.

Third—Counties should be allowed
to retain theirportion of the Territoriaj
school tax, sending only the uverplus
to the Territorial treasurer,

Respectfully.
JED, F. WooLLEY,
County Buperintendent.

¥irrmors, Utah, Dec, 24, 1891,
Hon. Arthur L. Thomas, 8alt Lake
City:

Dear 8ir—In apswer to your com-
municution received a few days ago
permit ine to submit for your considera-
tion the following pointe:
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First—The Territorial and county
funds are not sufficient {o run success-
fuily schools in rome of the dietricts of
this county, and the maximum fgure
has been reached, as set forth uamder
the revenue law. This county, of
course, is 8 very poor district and
while two mills would be sufficient ip
many countieg, yet too small in Mi]-
lard, and, no doubt, in other counties
in suuthern Utah, and some of pur
schools run but 8short time.

Hecond—I think that the Jaw
should  specify the wuses that
the  varicus school funds  should

be used for trustees in some places that
that the county and Territorial funds
are used for all purposes, and I thigk
that the law contempiutes thatspeciaf
tax only should be used tor repairing
school houres, ete,, while the county
and Territorial taxes should be uged
for paying teachers, If this or is pot
tbe case I think the matter should be
plainly set forth in the law,

Third—I certainly think that musije
should be made one of our regular
branches, and would recommend that
ritsic be made a part of examinations,
and that an organ be placed in every
school. [ am working to this end jp
the echools of this county.

Fourth—1 find that the law pertaip.
ing to special schoo! tax is faulty i
that it does not set forth how the tax is
to be obtalped {rom county treasurer,
The law may contemplale that the
superintendent should jesue the order;
but I can not find such a provision in
the school law,

Fifth—The sections pertasining to
comnpulsory edueation is not in my
mind, sufficient. I think that the time
of attending school should be at least
thirty weeke, and that the age should
be changed 80 ns to read from §—186,
and that children bhe hept in sehonl
during thirty weeks & d that parente
who keep out, for mtoor CRUses, he
aexlt with, Youry respectfully,

JOSHUA GREENWOUD,

Supt. Dist. Bchools Millard county,

Laxe Town, Rieh Co., Utnh.
’ Dec. 15tu, 1891,

The Hon. the Governor of Utab: Salt
Lake City. S
Dear Bir.—Your letter enquiring

what beneficial changes can be mage
in tbhe school law of this Ternitory
vame to hand today. /

1o reply, I beg renpeslfully {o sub-
mit the {ollowing pointe.

I. I-small schools funds are only
provideu for 2 terme, whils the law re.
quires that the school phall be open 3
terms. ;
2. The law provides for compulsory
attendance, hut fajls to say wlhic must
attend to this duty,

3. Teachers should be paid according
to the grade of certiflcate they hold.,

4. There should be socme restrictiony
placed upen the compensation re-
ceived by trustees.

-5, There should be some penalty
pinced upon trustees for neglect and
wilful carelesness in sending in er-
ronepus returns,

6. County superintendentsshould re-
ceive a mileaye allowance equsito that
of selectmen, and should xiso have a
small allowance for stationery.

l{esﬂeclfu]ly aubmitted,
‘HENRY BCHULT, Co. SBupt,



