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peopls. Bo wise were his laws, so
equltable the justice he established
therehy, that we ftoday, indirectly at
-any rate, honored his name by term-
ing all legislators our soluns. Sucrates,
the greut pbilogopher, was said to bave
brought philosophy from heaven down
to earth; that was to say, pbilosophers
previoue to his day had been content
with vain speculations concerning
Detfty, His pature and attributes.
Bocrates began tn teach men
"Seek not thy God to scan; ]

The proper study for manknd s man."

He taught, iike Confucius, the duties
and obligations that existed hetween
man and man; at the same time, he
did wol forget to inculeate ideas in
relation to the Deity that could stand
second only tothose taught hy the Bon
of God Hiwmseif, While be and his
‘people continued tv how down to
images of wood and stonme, he taught
his fojlowers that they were not their
gods, but that Lack of them was a
Power that ruled io the uuiverse of
which those images were but the rep-
resentatives reduced to material forus,
80 that the conception of the simple
mind might grasp an idea uf God—giv-
ing almost an excuse for the use of
this medium beiween God and the
grovelling minds of men.

His disciple Plato was not far be-
hind his master in bold conception and
io the truthe he taught his fellownien.
These philosophers, heathen’ though
oar Christian friends congidered theuw,
taught thattrue philosophy did not
coneist alone iu knowledge, but in wise
action and virtue; apd if there was
anythiog virtuous and good among the
ancient heathen pationa—and only
the most bigoted could deny the ex-
iatence of good awmong them—they
owed if to those wast minds which
taught tbem thatl portion of the truth
w hich they were ahle to receive.

Another great character the name
of whem it would be improper to emit
in tnis epumeration was Mahomet,
called the ““false.propbet;** hut he him.
self bad oot yet found the evide.ice of
this. On the other hand, he found
very much to convince hie wind that
there was some truth in him, and that
there was inspiration Lehind his life.
Who were bis people? Principally the
jivhabitants of Arabia, who were the
descendants of Abraham, the chosen
friend of God; and in raising up Ma-
homet be believed that the Lord in
&\iarl. fulfliled His promize to Abrabam.

e granted there was much error in
Mabomet’s teachings, much that
seermed false; but the system of religion
that would inculcate the doctrine of
kindness to strangers, of obedience
from children to parents, and protec.
tion on the part of parents to their
children must of necessity have somn-
thing good in it. That which was gozd,
who would guestion the source from
whence 1t came? It came from Ged.

It would be welil for them te con-
sider fora momentthemannerin which
they looked upon their fellow-chris-
tiang; for though the Lord had sald
that they drew pear to Him with their
lips while their hearts were iar remov-
ed from Him, and while their creeds,
mati-made as they were, were an
abomination in His slght, stil} the
Latter-day Salots perceived in their
systems fragments of the truth; and
wherever they saw a (ragment ol
truth they recogniz:d, praised, and

' political

honored it, because it was a part of
their own system of teaching—a part
of the Gospel of Jeaus Christ, which
included within its pale all that was
zood, virtuous and praiseworthy,

The slxteeuth century found the
Christian world in mldoight darkness.
It found a Church predominant which
was a8 absolute in its despetism as
weure ever the laws and decrees of the
kings of Media and Peraia—a tyranny
of the worst kind, becau-e it was not
only political and religious tyrauny,
but intellectual tyranny alsc; and men
were compelled to receive its decrees
upon science, upon the facts which
they observedin the heavensabove and
discovered in the depths bemeath. It
muset all be yielded up, No matter how
clearly the iruth was established in
their minds, if contrary to the decrees
of thig tyrannical church it must be
surrendered. And against this tyranny
there were found meu grand and noble
enough to rebel. He cared not that
thia straggle, thiarevelution,took upon
it Lhe face of & religious reformution.
To bim it was not a relizious meforma-
tiou; for he believed in all sincerity
that the Protestants who leit the
Catholic Church left more truth in it
than they incorporated within the
gystems that they afterwardes founded.It
was Dot a deajre to establish a purer re-
ligion that was the grand movi g causa
of thgt revolution of the sixteenth
centufy; but it was an all-absorhing
lesire to be free intellectually and

-politically; and in proof of this he had

only to point tothe one fact that wher-
ever any nation attained to intellectual
aud political freegem, freejom from
the interference of the Roman pontiffs,
that people were patisfied with the re-
sults of tevolution, and Jdi.l not seek to
interfere furtber about religious mat-
ters,  3Lill there was A strata of re-
ligious reformation running through it.

But it was not that desire that
prompted ibe ptinces of this worid.
They merely useil the religious strata
running through that revolution as
8 meaneg to au end, and that only.
But their work had supreme good in
it, He knew of pothing betivr thap
liberty, and to him, it they wanted to
reform the pecple and to make jro-
gress, the firat esesutial to that progress
was liberty;, hence it was necessary
that a fouudation should be laid ior the
freedom of mankind Lefore they could
be led up to those heights of glory, in-
tell'gence, and morzl excellence con-
templated in the (Fospel of Jeaus Christ,
Martin Luther and the other reform-
@18 aszociuted with him were therefore
inspired and lald the foundation, away
back in the sixteenth century, for ihe
and religious freedom
that we enjoyed today. He
recognized the baud of God in this;and
it was very sigmificant withal that
about tho time these elements were dis-
turbed in Europe, and the foundation-
stones of the new temple of liberty
were being laid, this great continent
was discovered by another character
inspired of God; and when oppression
denied liherly to the people of Europe
they afterwards found an outlet for
themeelves to this continent, where
greater liherty had heen enjoyed than
in the old world, and where the chief
corner-stone of the Constitution ialiber-
ty of Btate, liherty of church, freedom
for the individual. All these thioga
blended into beautiful harmony, and

plainly over all could be seen God’s
guiding hand.

But because we lived in thesunlight,
in the effulgence thereof, should we
:teppise the dawning day or those
fl «vhes of light when they ¢ame to the
world in midnight darkness? A
thousand times no. In the midst of
plot and counterplot, in the midst of
the rise and fail of nations, in the
midst of revolutions, God had given a
portion of Hieg truth to His children in
all ages of the world, and wherever
the Latter-day Baints discovered this
they recognized the band of God
blessing and prospering His children—
not =&ali that He could, but
all that their condition would
permit Him tv do for them. Eo they
took Confucijus, Lycurgus, Bolon, and
the others by the hand, they recog-
nized Mahomet, YL.uther, Calvin, and
others notwithstanding their errors;
throwing these aside, they loved them
tor their principles. They joined hands
with this kind of heroes and claimed
them as a part of the common
brotherhood, ns men whom God had
raigeu up to bless His children, But if
these men led their pvople from darks
pess into the twilight, must they stop
there? No, not if we could heip it,
The Latter-day Saints were deter-
mined that they should come into the
sunlight, and for that purpose and to
that end they were now iaboring. Tpo
accompliah this they sent missionaries
to Bamoa, tothe Bandwich Islands, to
China, Ceylon, and India; and while
wiiling to labor among these benighted
| peoples, they were also resolved that
thore who bad mistaken twilight
for full sunlight should be visited and
brought to a knowledge of'the truth,
Hence they had not shirked going to
England, to Germany, to the Beandi-
uavian countries, and to ail the world.

Of necessity thejr iabore had been
confined to the poor among men,
They had had to visit the cotlages, he-
cause, forsooth,the door of the palace had
been closed in thelr faces; but they
expected to eontinue knocking until it
shotld be opened and kings abouid
know and hear the truth—uantil seng-.
tors and governors, presidents and em-
perors should be acquainted with it,
For their 1nessage wae to them no Jess
than tothe poorest.

There was one thing in the Goapel
of Jesus Christ—that the king or the
senator must humble himeelf and go
through the same dJoor with bowed
head and hreaking heart just as mugh
ae the heathen, and they would never
get there until they bad bumbled thems-
selves as chlldren.

He rejoiced that the Gospel placed
men oD that equality. It dragged
down the k%lug from bis throne, it
lifted up the poor and the degraded
and placed them on ao equal fuoting,
Now, 1s there much bigotry, he asked,
in this kind of thing? Take these
facts, consider well their depth and
heigbth, Jook upon them inthe light
of inspiration and tell me if there ia
nothing in that faith whicb recog-
nizes all truth wherever it is found,
and that would oot withrhold its meed
of praise from the great minds that
rhave arisen among the philosophers of
the past?

The cholr sang ithe anthem:

“The aong 0f 1he Redeemed.”

Bemnediction by Counselor Joseph

E. Taylor.




