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tions caunnot possibly infringe upon

them without zooner or later plung-
ing into difficutty. The very disas-
ter resultant from departures from
the lines of exact truth is in the
nature of a corrcctive, tending to
lead the victim toward an effort at
recovery through the rectifying
process of repentance, which
means a return to conformity
with the good and true. An
understanding of eternal,divine laws
by which all things are governed
—except that which perversely in-
pigts on being a law unto itself—
coables the individual to gauge mat-
ters in general, because the infor-
mation comprises 8o many keys.

Light cleaveth unto light, intelli-
gence to intelligence, and truth to
truth. In thisstatement appears to
be comprised & key to spiritual pro-
gress. An effort on the part of an
iotelligent spirit to grasp the truth
is responded to by the Rpirit of
Truth, by which the mind iz quick-
ened. With this inspirational as-
gistance the subjeet under contem
plation ir grasped. Thus truth is
planted in the human miod. Qther
trath, baving an affiuity for that
already there, segks o lodgment
beside it and gains admittauce. Thus
gpiritual enlargement becomes a
nataral growth, being governed by
law.

Bome people in the Church have
been known tosay that their religion
wag practical. While they did oot
desire to be engaged in the perform-
ance of spiritual duties, they were
always ready to do their part io tem-
poralities, such as contributing to
the support of the poor, or any need-
ed work of a similar character. The
suppert of the poor and duties of a
similar nature are essentinlly a parl
of a spiritual labor, and should be
attended to from that standpoint.
But the meauing of the class referred
to was that they preferred to confine
their religions work alost exclu-
gively to a certain lineorlimit. This
disposition is liable to lead to self-
stultification. The evenly developed
re]aglonis_t e he who is capable by
the blessing of God, of dispens’ing
bread of bLoth kinys—that which
perisheth and that which endures
for ever,

He wiio desires to be ugeful jn the
labor of increasing truth an right-
fouspness in the earth must bring
his powers into activity, To allow
them toremsain igert ig a contraven-
tion of divine €conomy, whose de-
mands eannot be disregarded with
impunity. To allow the glorions
Eifts of the creature to stagnate
must be digpleasing to the Saurce

from whiech they wera derived. It
indicates ingratitude tg the Giver
and lagk of appreciation ef that
Wwhich He hng hestowed,

THE DESERET

REPUBLICANISM AND DEMO-
CRACY.

WE publish today another com-
municated article on the two great
political parties. Thid, liowever, is
chiefly historieal. It will give lo
those who have nct studied the sub-
ject some insight into the origin of
the Republican party, and the
principal distinction between it and
the Democratic party.

There are only two points in the
article which we think pecessary to
comment upon. One is the state-
ment that while the Democratic
party holds that Congress possesses
no power except that which the
Btates have delegated to it, the
Republican party claims that the
Btates possess Do powers except
those given to them by Congress.
The other is, that ©“In the House of
Repregentatives each member is
elected by a constituency irrespec-
tive of State boundaries.’” Bolh of
these we regard a8 el'roneous.

Tne Republican party certuinly
cannot claim that the States possess
no powers but those pained frem
Congress, because thirteen of the
States existed before there was any
Congress. We think the Republi-
can iden i8 expressed too broadly.
The Republican party has not yeb
repudiated the Coustitution. Ithas
only luterpreted ils provisions to
favor a centralization of power in
the Federal Government. 'The Re-
publican judges of the Bupreme
Court of the United States have
been quite as ready, iu most in-
stances, to recognize, within certain
Jimils, the Jdoctrine of Btate rights as
have the Democratic judges. And
the right of the people in exch com-
monwealth to form their own con-
stifution, and proceed in their own
way toorganize aud obfain ad.uis-
sion into the Union, has been con-
ceded by the Republicans, particu-
larly of late years, if anything more
conlially than by the Democrats.

Prominent Democratic Benators
and Representatives have recently
argued that Territories could not
hold conventions and frame Htate
Constitutions without au enabling
act frem Congress. And, strange to
say, the Republicans have disputed
the propositien and aflirmed the
right of the people to do all this
without any action by Congress.
This shows that they do not hold
the view on this subject which is
conveyed in the article under dis-
cusslion.

Every member of the house of

Lelection disfriet of gome indiv

Repiesentativen is elected from an
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and independent Btate. There are
0o election districts onteide of Blate
boundaries. There is no eluction
distriet, sending a Representative’
to Congress, which is compesed
of parts of difterent States. Neither
Montana nor Idaho possesses enough
population to make up the full
aumber of a Representative election
district, yet each will send ohe
member to the lower House, and
each election district will be 1nclud-
cd in and comprized by State bound-
aries. 'Therefote the.statement to
the contrary is o mistake. .
With these exceptions the article
contains subject matter of profit,and
we recommend it to the atteution of
our young peopie who are investi-
zating the political history aud doc-
:vines of our common country.

PRESERVE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM.

THE following excellent ar'l'i'(.;le
is taken {rom the Chicago Times.
We commend it to the attention of
our Hebrew citizens who join in the
Liberal’” attempt to steai the prop-
erty of the ‘“Mormon® Church, and
the “Liberal?’ scheme to rob the
law-abiding ““Mormons’” of the clec-
tive franchise. One error éecursin
the Times article which ecalls for cor-
rection. That ig the statement that
the “Mormou®’ rellgion ““for a pure-
iy secular purpose taught polyg-
amy.”” When the doetrive of
plural marriage was taught and ad-
vocated by the Eldersof the Chizrch
it wasIrom a religious, not a secular
stapdpolnt, and the ceremony was
shown to be purely ecclesiastical,
geeking Do recognition or sanction
from thz secular Jaw. In other re-
spects the article is worthy of sttong
commendation. The Timessays:

“The sccond expedition of Colum-
bus tothe new world was furnished
fort) in part with funds gained.by the
wholesale contiscation of property be-
longing to Jews who were banished
from Castile by Leon. Mankind's
zense of justlce condemns justly this
robbery of a race whose only
offense was a rigicd  adherétice
to the religious belief and prae-
tice of the fathers. Yot _ at
the close of the fifteenth century it
wag thought no great crime 16 drespoil
men who deuied the divinity of Christ
and held tenaciously to that ancient
faith which is the foundation of Uhris-
tianity. Thusto bave robbed and éx-
pairiated the Jew is now regarded
with abhorrence as both impolitic andg
unjust. Spain was then nota consti-
tutior.al but an absolute monarchy.
All Cbristendom was barbarously set.
against the descendants of the chosen
people, who persisted in denying the
divinity of Christ, and it was then
thought no erime to deprive themn of
their worldly possessions. We luirow
now that this, as all anii-Semitie
leglslation and despoliation, wbetber

idual | nent; whether

practiced in England or ‘on the conti-
rastip or merely pro-



