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“RBy this arrangement all would be |extending six miles south-from said

placed on,Tequitable footing, and those | starting

things bo amicably adjuated as are others
by the properly constituted authorities.

“This principle might apply just as far
ag you can agrec smonhg yourselves in
regard t0 other matters, such as the eroc-
tion of %r‘:st mills, sawmills, co-op stores,
or anything clse that mway be considered
henefioial 1o the whole community, and
thus iry as near as possible to got this
Stake of Zion placed in a proper condition.

“In secnring the titles to yourland you,
-must of necessity conform to the law in
every purtioular, but this being accom-
plishod you can unite together as in all
other matters before alluded to.

“In all these matters be very careful
that no coersion of any kind is used, but
that all men be left to onjoy.ithe fullest
and most untrammelled free agency in
all of their actions, providing a full and
fair compensation to all persons interest-
ed inany and all of your secular affajrs.
Keeping this in view, you aveid all
interference with privata righis.

“The nearar you can come to Union in
all of your nagricultural, mechanical,
manutacturing, commercial, political,
social and religious pnrauits, the nsarer
you will approach to that harmony that
18 contemplated hy the Almighty in the
organization of this people. Thus giving
he fullest and most complete fres agency
to men on the one hand, and the most
perfect union of action on the other. By
these means a band of union will be
formed and these matters he amicably
adjusted.

““And then the people should pay their
tithes and attend to ].H their social, moral
and roligious duties, and those who thus
Of)erat,e barmoniously in the interest of
all and for the bonefit of the whole, will
place themeelves in accordanecs with the
92)1rit that ought to exist in the land of
Zion, and will bo blessed and prospered
in all their enterprises, while those who
take a contrary conrse will be deprived
of many of tho blessings resulting from
an observance of the laws of God.

“With sentiments of the highest re-
gard, we remain

‘“Your Brethren in the Gospel,
‘JoEN TAYLOR,
HGEORGE Q. UANNON,

“Of the First Presidency.”

Bept. 6, 1884, at a Priesthood meet-
ing held at Rexburg the number of
wards in the 8take were inecreased to
seven by giving the Wilford branch a
ward organization with Thomas 8.
Smith as Bishop. He was ordained on
that day. .

At the third quarterly conference
held at Rexburg, Nov. 23, 1834, the
Balem Ward was organized. This was
the eighth ward in the 8take. On the
same occasion James H. Pincock was
appointed to fill the vacuucy in the
High Council caused by the calling of
Geo, H. B. Harris to preside over the
Salem Ward.

At a Priesthood meeting -held at
Rexburg, Dec. 8, 1884, the boundary
lines between the eight wards of the
Banunock Stake now organized were
established as followa:

‘Phe centre stake on the south line of
Section 10, Township 6 north, Range 490
east, was taken as a starting point, and
all the country lying east of that,betweon
‘the Teton and Henry's Furk of Snake
River, was attached to the Wilford Ward.
The Teton Ward was to embrace all that
district of country lying Bsouth of the
Teoton River and east of the aforemen-
tioned point. Salom Ward was to em-
brace all that district of country lying
west of said starting point and north of
an cast and weat line drawn thersfrom to
tho south bank of Henry’s Fork. Reox-
burg Ward was to inclnde the country

0int; Lyman Ward to embrace
all that district of country lying between
the Rexbnrg Ward and the south fork of
Snake River. Parkor Ward was to in-
clude the country lying north of Henry’s
Fork, Cedar Butte (Menan) the whole of
Poole’s Island, and Louisville Ward all
the eountry lying south and east of the
south fork of &nake River.”

In the summer of 1884 steps were
taken by Prest. Thos. K. Ricks and
others, to build a grist-mill at Rexbury.
It was completed December following.
This was the firat grist-mill in the
upper Bnake River valley.

In 1884 there were quife a number
of Bainuts at Beaver Canyon and also
several families belonging to the
Church at Medicine Lodge. There
was gome talk of organizing & ward in
that part of the vountry, but this was
not done, and Bince then most of the
Baints have removed from these min-
ing districts to other parts of the coun-
try.

Jan. 31, 1885, the fourth Btake sta-
tistical report showed 1,770 souls.

Fuh. 218t and 22nd, 1885, the fourth
quarterly conference was lield at Rex-
burg, at which Apostle John W.
Taylor was present. A stock associa-
tion was organized.

May 10th, 1885, William J. Pratt,
of the Wiltord Ward, and John L.
Roberts, of Rexburg, were arrested
by & posse of deputy marshals on
charge of unlawful vohabitation and
taken to Blackfoot. Both pleaded
guilty and were sentenced on May
28rd following. These were the first
arrests made under the Edmunds law
in the Bannock Btake. Binee then a
number of others havesuflered for con-
science snke in a similar manner.

May I8th and 17th, 3885, A postle
John H. Brith and Prest. Beymour
B.Young attended the fourth guarteriy
conference at Rexbury. On that ocea-
sion the B4th quorum of Beventies was
organized by the selection of fajthful
Elders in the Bannock Slake.

Aug. 15th and 16th, 1885, Apostle
Moses Thatcher and william B. Pres-
ton attended thesixth quarterly con-
ference held at Rexburg.

Dee. 12th, 1885, Robert L. Byhee
was appointed first Counselor to Presi-
deut Thomas K. Ricks, pro fem. Soon
afterwards he became the acting Presi-
dent of the Stake, President Ricks
being an exile because of the religious
persecution raging against some of the
brethren at that time.

May 16th, 1886, James E. Fogg was
called as ap agsistant to Acting Prosl-
dent Robert L. Bybee.

ln May, 1886, the Btake was vizited
by Apostle John W, Taylor and Elder
C. D. Fjelusted. They attended the
ninth quarterly conference held at
Rexburg May 15th and 16th, 1886; re-
organized the Lyman Ward on the
18th, organized the Brighton Ward on
the 19th, Cleveland (Labelle) Ward
on the 21st and Rigby and lona Wards
on the 23rd. This inereaged the num-
ber of wards in the Stake to twelve.

In November, 1886, A postle John H.
Bmith visited the Btake, attended the
gleventh quarterly vonference on the
15th and 14th, aud gave the hrapeh
at Kagle Rock a ward organization cn
the 18th. .

In 1887 the number of acres of land
cultivated in the varioug wards 1n the
Rannock Stake was us follows: Brigh-
ton 186 acres, Iona 942§, Labelle 876,

-

Louisville 918, Lyman 390§, Meusn
790, Parker 466, Rexburg 1,539, Salem
417}, Rigby 253, Teton 8743, Wilford
443, Burton 209; fotal 7,744,

[n August, 1887, Apostle Lorenzo
Snow vigited the Bthke and attended the
fourteenth quarteily conference held
at Rexburg, August 20th and 21st.
On that occasion cting Presjdent
Rohert L. Bybee and®James E. Fogg,
who had acted during the absence of
President Ricks, were honorably re-
leased with a vote of thanka for their
services. Pregident Ricks having re-
turned ugain assumed the duties of his
office and was sustained by the people.
On the same oceasion Rexburg was Je-
vided into three wards, and the north
end of the Lyman Ward set ofl'intoa
separae ward organization ealled
Burton. The Lyman and Wilford
Wards Bishoprics were ulso reorgan:
ized, and Arza E. Hinckly was or-
dained a Patriarch.

Bepf. 10th, 1887, James E. Fogg was
set apart as 8 High Counecilor to fill the
vacancy caused by the ordipnation of
Cusper Bteiner to preside as Bishop of
Rexburyg Becond Ward.

Aug. 18th and 18th, 1887, the quart
erly conference was held in Louisville,
at which Apostle Lorenzo S8now was
present. On the second day of confer-
ence (18%th) William Priest was or
dained Bishop of the Taylor Ward,
Alfouzo B. Simmons of the Willow
Creek Ward and Andrew Q. Ingel
gtrom of the Basalt Ward. Franklin
Btevenson Bramwell was ordained a
member of the High Council. The
organization of these three new wards
inercased the number of wards in the
Btake to ninetesn.

Nov. 12th, 1888, the Bannock Stake
Academy was opened with Jaeob Bpoil
a8 principal and Axel! Nielsen and
Harah Anu Barnes as assistantz. The
school opened with sixty-seven schol
ars. It has ever since been kept in
good running order.

Aug. 2, 1889, the Baints in the Teton
Basin were organized into a ward—the
twentieth wargd in the Stake.

Aecond Counselor Gunnell having
removed to Cache County, Utah,James
E. Bteele was set apart as Second
Counselor in his stead at a Priesthood
meeting held Feh. 1, 1890. He was
e¢alled some time previous to that.

The following iz a complete st of
the quarterly conferences held in the
Banrock Btake sinee its first organiza
tion:

A pril 26th and 27th, 1884, Rexburg.
Aug. 16th and 17th, 1884, A&
Nov. 22nd and 23rd, 1834,
Feb. 21st and 22nd, 1885,
May 16th and 17th, 1885,
Aug. 15th and 16th, 1886,
Nov. l4th and 15th, 1885,
20th and 21st, 1886,
16th and 16th, 1886, L
. 218t and 22nd, 1886, 0
. 18th and 14th, 1886, '
19th and 20th, 1887, L
14th and 15th, 1887, -
. 20th and 21st, 1887, S
. 26th and 27th, 1887, "
. 26th and 27th, 1888,  *
15th and 20th, 1888, ¢
. 18th and 19th, 1888, Louisville.
. 18th and 19th, 1888, Rexburg.
. 18th and 17th, 1889, b
15th and 20th, 1889,
. 18th and 19th, 1889, Louisville
. L7th and 18th, 188y, Rexburg.
16th and 17th, 1890,
18th and 19th, 1890, Louisville.

(To be continued.)
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