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ernam part of the stateelate and hasbaa noBO rail
road entering it nearly all theibe people
are engaged in farming outside 0of
the farms there isie a heavy growth olof
splendid timber consisting of yellow
pine oak hickory etcate in this county
governor lD the present chief
executive otof the state was born and
raised in traveling among the peo-
ple we have them generally
speaking kind and hospitable
and we have made a hostboet of friends in
the southera part otof the county where
our labors have been mostly coDconfinedfined
over one hundredbundred families invited usua
to revisit them including some of the
mostmoat influential people

houhon J S eaton representative in
theth stateestate legislature gave ususperpermis-
sion

mi
to use his school house in which

to preach and after our services in-
vited us home with him and has treat
ed us very courteously we have held
quite a number of meetings nearly all
of which have been well attended atone of them three or albur times as
many people came out as could get
into the school house so we moved the
seats out and preached under the treestreeatA the close of our meeting we re-
ceived another invitation toko preach
and several invitations iromfrom people to
visit them

one great difficulty we have to
contend with is the influence the
so called christian ministers use
against us would that their under
standing might be touched that theybey
might see the condemnation they are
bringing upon their headsbeads in fighting
against the truth almost invariably
the nonmoo professors of religion treat us
better thenthan hose who claim to be lead-
ing lights in the church of christ and
types otof perfection it often reminds
one of be scribes and phariecharliet 9 spokenspokeD
of toin the life of ouraur blessed redeemer

while making efforts to secure the
high school buildingbuild log at sylvarenaBylSyl varena in
which to preach we had occasion to
meet theth pastor of the baptist church
a mr balner upon learning our
businessba siness hebe was very pronounced in bbisIs
opposition to our preaching in the
neighborhood he said our doctrines
wetswere wicked and corrupt and that it
his congregation heardboard us preach
it would require probablypro babij months
to preach such nonsense out 0of1
their heads we asked him which
of our doctrines were corrupt he
answered that the organization of our
church was and a whole lot more
deborewe bore testimony to him thatbat we were
teateachingebing the pure doctrine of christ as
laid drowndown in holy writ and that the
organization of our church was the
same asam it was in the days of the
antlee prophetspropeets 13

gettsy etau he thereupon remarked
that sayany sensible person knowknew that a
minister and two deacons
tunyfully organized church of christ and
galeas authority I1 tim 8 where it
speaksapke of the duties of a bishop and a
clesiebm after talking for some time
w preparedored to go on and were told by
our baptist friend that be waswan sorry but
he could abot vakask godgodsgodaa blessings uponD
noas and wish us godspeed we
informed him that the euordlord hadbad
blessed ustin in our labors toin the postpast and
we think we hadbad hadbad hiebig
prayers in outour behalf either and we
thought in the future we could gotget
along very well without them itif hebe
chose to retain them

I1 am pleased to note thehe better
feeling manifested by the people gonergener
ally toward the latter day saintssainte
toethe sunlighteun light of reason and truth isie
scatterscatteringipg the mists of prejudice and
ignorance NOT many years ago the
people in this county especially in
the southeasternsouth eastern part were very bit-
terly opposed to usue they endeavored
to persecute the riderselders and drive them
from their midst it was there that
the noted jeff war took
place probably the particulars asae
told by some of the participants may
be of interest about fourteen years
sigogo a family of saintssainte by the name utof
barker lived in the southeasternsouth eastern part
otof the county their home was fre-
quently a resting place for the aldere
and the neighbors were very much
prejudiced against them A young
man by the name tfof jeff win
dam whose mind it Is claimed
was unbalanced livedjived with hiebig
parents near by he arose from
hishim bed in the middle of a dark night
and started out in his night clothes
after travel lugtug several part olof
the distancediat anoe through a swamp he ar-
rived almost exhausted at the housebouse of
a relative and arousing the family
told them hatbat the mormonscormons hadbad risen
and hadbad killed hisbis jahay 1 1 and

mummymammy w and the rest of the family
be alone having t soaped the massacre
his rather incredulous relative re
marked jeff youre bramy 0 yesyea
youilyou il think crazy shrieked theibe
ghostlikeghost like messengermai when you see
daddy and mammy with their throats
cut A man was started on horse-
back and the planters were aroused for
miles abouarouaroundkid and pretty soon men were
seen coming from all directions armed
to the toothteeth determined tota rout and put
an end to the terrible mormonscormonsMor mons prob-
ably two or three hundred men congre-
gated andana there was such a demand
for ammunition that a coun-
try merchant doing business inD
the neighborhood lotjet each man
help himself to it not taking time to
weigh it out the poor darkies living
around thought their time had came
when the mundion arrived at the scenemoons otof
the reported tragedy it was all found to
be a mistake the family were lu
their usually good health and jeff was
severely chastised

promfrom last reportsdepons the elders in this
conference arsare well and thehe work laIs
progressing

the NEWS isin read with much inter-
est and I1 wish it the prosperity it so
richly deserve

F SHELLEY
RALEIGH smith 00tinty missmims april

ON THE SUWANNEE RIVER

LIVE County Florida
april 18 1896

not noticing anything in thehe NEWS
from tolathis part of the lordslorda vineyard
I1 hereby submit my hearty thanks for
your valuable paper the pagespage of
which I1 have had the privilege of
perusing for about seventeen months
in the kuony south as a missionary
try lag to impart freely to my fellowtellow
moomeo that which I1 have received

I1 loffercoffer in brief an account of my
labors since I1 arrived if you eoncan find
space in your columlus for publication
perhaps it will be of some interestlate reat to
yourbuur readersrea dere especially to my many

fellow laborers who are abroad on the
same message as myself helping to
prune the vineyard

since meetingmeetinic my first traveling
companion I1 have had the privilege orof
seeing many of the noble band off
elders who are earnestly working for
the establishment of truth my firstfint
labors were in southmouth alabama I1 wetwas
then assigned to west and middle
florida where I1 enjoyed myself
among saints and f up to no-
vember 6 1895 when my companion
and I1 received notice to open up a nownew
field of labor in suwanee county east
florida

the morning of november ath found
uslie in live oak the county seat ot
suwannee county starling out northnorta
giving away tracts we met with rea

success heldbeld one meeting and
left appointments for two more cow-
ing

com-
ing in to live oak we received motion
of two newDOW elders on their way fromfronic
zion and soBO kept close watch for themhem
on november 16 b the trainrain coming
in fronafrom the golden west hadbad among ifhis
passengers riderselders W Q fisher and
samuel loomleona my companion elderbider
eph ral to tooklook elder loom and
went to colombia count fisher
and I1 continuing the work in suwan-
nee county this county toia free from
bogsboga laIs not the case wittewilb
other cou u ties in florida thesuwanneeBu wannee river surrounds this county
on the north west and souta Wswe
often find ourselvesours elvea on itsita banksbanka hum-
ming over the old song way downupon the suwanneeBu wannee river

I1 doomdeem it of interest to make men
tion of the suwannee spring which to-
la

id-
la the northern part of this county
we have hadbad wethe pleasure of visiting
itIS a few timestime badadd were well pale
for our trtroubletuble A large and
magnificent hotel hasbaa been awo
near the spring for the accommodation
of northern guests who spend the win-
ter and phos-
phate mininminingor are shelie loadingleading indus-
tries here farming tola carried on to
some extent corncorm long lint cotton godf
peanuts are the principal crops ratedraised

in the last itfiveve months we have can
gassed abo halt of thisthie county holdheld
many and made many good
friendsfriende the people asae a rule are very
hospitable and are anxious to hearbeat
what we have to mayeay church borsoi
schoolhouses and private houses am
freely given to holabola meetings in and
we have even holdheld some open amair
meetings as circumstances render 0more convenient our meetings braare
generally well attended

elder joseph A wewtwag presidentpreal dent otof
the floridafiorica couconferenceterence visited uaW
through the fintbrat of march helping usua
to holdbold some meetloge and while he
waswae with us we had the pleasurepleaaure otof
baptizing tonten souls into the fold at one
time among the little crowd bap
sized were two young men twin
brothersbrothen something that doean96 oltonoften
occur sines that time we have bap-
tized two more and the time tois setnot to
baptize some more in the near future

the nownew saintssainte are feellfeelingat
wellwall and prospects are good to
organize a nice sabbath school
before long while there is a
glodey portion of the spiritspirg of the lord
poured out on the people lucifer isin
working out through a few andl
vidu alik trying to overthrow the rollingroiling
of the little stoneatone ap but it Isia swiftly


