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misslon, as has been sinoe demon-

atrated; hence the f(aflure of the
scheme,
Upon this subject the New York

Independent of Juue 6, in a valuable
symporinm of rallway articles cover-
ing fourteen latge pages, hos a paper
written by H. B, Prout, editor of The
Railroad Gazeite, Mr., Prout deals
with the poesthle and prohable rela-
tionsbips of steam and eleotricity on
railways, definicg theee in a clear and
logloal manner, backed by convincine
facte and figuree. He shows thbat
for rallways approximating not more
than & radlus of twenty miles, and not
requiring an average speed of more
than fifteen miles per hour, where fre-
quent tralns and mauy stops are neces-
sary, eleciricity is the coming motive
powel, but for Jong distances, heavy
trntoe, and high speeds, be makes it
plaln thet the sieam Jjocomotive has
nothing whatever to fear from the elec-
tric motor, either on the grsund of
cheapoers of ndaptabiiity,

One illustration from Mr. Prout?e
srtigle may be given on the question of
chenpness for traneportatlon of teavy
loads s longz aistance at a rapld rate, He
takes the coet of o 1,200 horee power
jocomotive, $10,000. Then it is shown
that the stationary boiler, engine,d yna-
o and motor Lo develop in the
electiric locnmotive 1,200 horse power
woutld com $75,000 or $80,000. Thkere s
the additional cost of conveying the
power from the oentral power statinn to
the motor on the track, but this Ia
omitted, for even without it the ex-
penee precludes the possibility of euc-
cers ae &0 investment. The luterest on
the difference in firat cost ol a 1,200
horae power rteam locomotive anu a
1,200 horre pnwar electtlc Jogomolive
wottld be more then the entire fuel and
wagep scoount of am average steam
logomotive; thus it would bhe Imp rwesl-
bie for the electric locomotive to eave
the difference 3o interest oo the first
cost 1f it snved nil the fuel burned and
all the wages of englineer und firemanp.
Henecs it 15 obvious that in work for s
1,200 horse rower locemotive, euch ar
is required to haul a heavy and
fast passenger trfaln, the eiectric
motor canuot compete with ateam. The
steans lovomotive can do the work
much oheaper whera the duty Is to
inke henvy traln lnads of paseengers,
st Intervajs of sn hour or two, and
parry them eighty or ninety miles in a
cnuple of houre,

On the other band, if the work s to
take up pasaengers at any point on a
line fifteea miles long, anod ut any
moment, sod to carry them sny short
or lopg pert of thut distance at about
fifteen miles pit bour, it is advantag~
ecus to divide the 1,200 horse power
among numeroue rmail tralna passine
u ¢iven Dolut every few mirutes. lIn
thia the elect¥le motot offers great ad-
vantagea both as to adaptabhility and
ohenpnese, s cleaner, Quister =and
handler, and for theee reasonm Duet
supertede the steam locomotive. On
this Mr. Proul conolades thal:

For sutface railroads In cities there &
no questlon as between the Lwo aynieius
of propuision. Nobody thinks any
jonger of using the slenm engind there,
except in & few mmall towns where so-
ealied gummy roade still exis'.  But the
ateam <nmy is dostined 1o disappear,
sz wmust the liorse, the mule and even

the cable, herore the greatar officienoy of

the electric motor. For strect work the

eleotrio motor is almoat ideal; it is clean,
handy and wonderfnlly flaxible. The
motorman can run as slowly as he

plersos, stop quickiy, and when he seea|an

an open bit of road ino front, speed up to
the greatest capacity of bls machbine.
Thus this power fills the essentinls for
street railroad working, The fact that
many people are siain by the trolley cars
is no fault of the agent used ito propel
them; it la merely a gquestion of inielli-
gent control. Bat people must Dot ex-
pect to get high speed through crowded
streets anud mafety at the same time; the
two things are nbeolutely incompatible;
o human power oan regonoile them,

In fllustration of the comparative
fielde of the two powers, there is cited
the experience of Mlnoeapolie aud 8t.
Paul, where « hslf-bour service of
steam rallwaye, traine making the ten-
mile tripin twentr-five minutes, and
eleoctric cars in firry minutes with a
six-winute service, the sleam railways
had to ocuase opetation, becuuse Lhe
convenience oi the peoplein getting on
and off at any poinot, Instead of only at
stations, more than made up for the loss
in time. But with a forty-five miles
an hour necessity the incressed e¢x-
penee shuts electriclty out of the guse-
tion in connection with steam. -
der the full showinog made, therefore,
the line of demurkation which Mr,
Prout has drawn between ihe two
nowers appears hkely to be the one
that will gain permonency-—ihwt for
atreet car servioe on city aud suburban
linea elecirjcity will hold sway, but
that for long distances Btearn will cou-
rfoues ap the most avallable motive
power,

OKLAHUM A’S DESTIIULION.

Mondsy evening’s fssue uof the NEWS
contajned a press dispatch giviog re-
porle of destitutlon and sufiering

among the settlers in ditfereut parts ot
Oklahowna territory. It wap astated
ithat the conditiou of the people in
various pisces was one of desperate
wani, that hunger waa their consinpt
companion, and that etarvetion coulu
be prevented only by givluy immedi-
ate ussistance to the people, The same
telegram contalned the stalement that
the reporis ot destitution previously
received bhad not been helleved,
because it was thr ught pews-
paper Correspondenls were manuiacs
turing stories yn the subjser, and be-
cause there had been officlial denilule
of reported instances of sufferiog; but
the later uccounts are ¢ nvinclng peo-
ple in Kanras auud elsewhere that there
Is somie truth in the story of suflering.
For the informstion of its readere.
that they may understand that Lhe
rapotis of destitution in Oklahoma
have uot been overdrawn, hutthat the
people there sru 1n urgeut veed of ne-
siatance in the way of food, the NEws
civesd monle eXiracte from # private
letter wrjtten on May 318t—nine days
pravioua to the sendiuv of the dirpateh
reierred to—hy Elder W. D. Bowring.
of Balt Lake City, now laboring as a
misstounry Ju Okiabhonia. 1n hls letter
bhe saye:} '
Todny Brother MoArthur and I are at
the home ol » family of good Haints,
ncar the postoffice of Cedar, in & rural
district of Oklabhoma Here crops are
an ontire failore, and thle and one
more fumily of Saints are really suffering
for food, In fact, they have now
lived on hnlrFrationn for months past to

vy certain knowledge. That ration has
been bread, and sometimes pork of a
very Inferior qnality. I have eaten bread
walter here last winter, when I could
bhave cried in pity for the seemingly
half-ted children. This wus the first
famlly in O. T. to embrace and msintain
the Gospel; they have ever weloomed the
Elders, fed, washed oclothes for, and
sheltered them,to their very best. Today,
the gatos of starvation simply atare them
in tho face.

Elder Bowring thon tefers to some
efforts baing made to glve temporary
assistance to the families he names,
whose members he eays ure able anu
willing to work—to do any lahor to
procure food and other necessities of

life. He then cites olher in-
stances of hardship. Bpesking of
the inability of even thtae in

pubiic employ to get their pay, he
mentionsthe case of & school teucher
who **bae been nble to draw but §5
from three months’ teaching; so you
see trearuries of dlstricts are also
broke,* Other instances are glven,
with the suggestion thatperbaps it the
true situation there were realized here,
nmong at least “‘some of the young
men in Utah who spend money fuol-
iznly a few dollarscould be raised, and
some good for humanity, churity, and
lerael might be done.’”? Deecribiog
the general conditions that have come
under his pbeervation among some of
the people, he says:

Flour and some rusty bacon are all
they bave. Sometimen they make a little
butter, and st odd times geL a few eges.
Even the hons have quit laving for wunt
of food, and siock are starving. I am
eatisfied it corn faile we will have
to leave, for this place is belng
depopulated. Hundreds are leaving.
Yesterday, while o  Guthrie, one
man sut euting fiold corn ouct of a
paper sack, while throngs passed by on
the streel. One Mr, Moodey said to him,
“Uome with me, and I will buy supper
for You." ‘I'be old man declived, saying,
‘1 bave my supperin my hand. You
g0 down Lo the depot, and there ure bun-
dreds neoeding sapper worse than 1.7
I'bls is one of inany Incidents ihat
might be related Lo show lhe situation.
Crops here are simply gone. Trees seem
10 be dying, and desolation I8 spproach-
ing everwaxera.

These brie! extracts from Eider
Bowring?’a . letter, which Is chiefly
directed to other mattera than the gen-
eral destitution, end mentions it only
as incluental to other subjects, tell n
gluomy tule of the state of aflatre in
Oklahoma rural districts, and confrm
the necvuuts sent out by the press and
other ngencies. Burely it is time fur
the uatlon to give heed lothese oslls
tor assistance, and aflurd the urgent re-
fief. necessary to vave men, women and
chjidren from the norrors ot death by
biarvation., eusning upow the futlure of
orope In Oklakoma.

DR. BRIGGS AND THE SEMINARY

The celebrated heresy case in which
Dr. Briggs has for years been u central
fOgure has at last resulted in much
criticiem ot toe ruling authorities ot
the Preshyleriun church, 1o the
orgnor of other derominutions, on
account of the decislon of the generai
aspemhbly recently in eession at Pitis-
burg. ‘'hatbody ina communlication
to the New York presbytery recon:-
mended that, iArsmuch aw obedlence




