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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.
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says Mr. Hughes; “we have a Mormon
stopping with us who came with us from
Sydney.” Then the secretl was out, and
in almost less time than it takes to tell
it, 1 was comfortably seated at the table
with Elder Pond, his wile and babies,
partaking of a supper prepared by a
Mormon missionary woman.

There was nothing of importance hap-
pened to interfere with our peare and
quiet until October 31st, when my com-
panion and I took a trip to a place
called Bismark. We were permitted to
hold meeting in the Wesleyan church.
There was a good turn out, and a good
spirit prevailed. After a hearty shaking
of hands and the leaving ot some of our
literature with them, namelg Morgan’s
tracts to such as would have them;
after thanking the people who had been
so kind in entertaining us, as also those
who bad taken the trouble to come to
our meetings, we wended our way back
to Hobart, a distance ot twelve miles.
We were gone two days; we got home
about 1 2. m. We were two happy boys
that night—one of the most beautiful I
eyer saw in my lile; the stars seemed to
dance and sparkle in exquisite splendor
and acknowledge that which had been
done. .

We continued tracting from house to
house until the :2th of November, when
we ook another trip up through the is-
land, visiting Bagdad, Kempton Apsley,
Bothwell, Oatlands, Parrattah, ) Cam-
paipioh, Ricbmond, and back to Hobarr,
making a round trip tramp of 135 miles
in six days. Although we were unsuc-
cessful in obtaining places to speak in,
yet those we stopped with and were so
kind as to give us lood and slielter were
much enlightened upon the question of
Mormonism. We allayed much preju-
dice during our visit to tliese towns, and
were able to lay a firnm toundation for
something better the next time we wend
our way iu that direction.

My companion, Elder Pond, and fam-
ily left for their home in Zion March gth,
and Eider R. A. Fenton and I labore
together uatil May 2nd, when two mis-
sionaries trom Zion arrived, namely, El-
ders C. A. Orine and William Harvey;
and after two weeks’ longer stay, Elders
Fenton and Orine look their departure
for Launceston, Elder Fenton’s former
place of Jabor. William Harvey re-
mained with your humble servant,

There have been two baptisms per-
formed since my arrival here; and con-
sidering our being so far away from cur-
rent news, prejudice is being allayed
most wonderiully. The only opportun-
ity we had for a long time in gening the
Gospel before’ the people successiully,
was by holding meeting on the public
domain on Sunday afternoons; but for
about three months back we have had
the privilege of meeting at the houses of
several lamilies and explaining to them
the principles of the Gospel. We have
Yoaned them many of the Church publi-
cations, and expect to do some good
work shortly.

The people with whom we liave the
pieasure of meeting have a treat as well
as we, for they get some of the songs of
Zlon sung 10 1hem, which they enjoy
very mmuch; and they anxiously look jor
the evenings appointed, as we have sep-
arate evenings for each family. We are
busy every evening of the week explain-
ing in our weak way the Gospel princi-
ples. I would advise the young men in
Zion to prepare their voices in singing,
for it has a wonderful eflect upon the
people. ANDREW SmiTH, Jr.

TRAYELING IN ILLINOIS.

PinErNEVVILLE, Perry County, 11,

: August, 17th, 1895.
On June first 1895, 1 left my home,
Idaho Falls, Idaho, o fill a mission to
the Northern States) We arrived sale

at Pulley’s Mills, Williamson County
lllino1s, the headquarters of the Indian
Conference. I was assigned to labor at
Taswell, Crawford County Indiana. M
companion was Brother Brighany Hy
Telford of Cache County, Utah., Ve
started on our labors holding meetings
and conversing wilh the people on the
principles of the Gospel, We made
lots ot good iriends and succeeded in
aliaying a great deal of prejudice. We
also were blest in many ways and had
the privledge of baptizing two honest
souls into the cburch.

Brother Willord- E, Cragun of View,
Weber Country, Utah. Was duly ap-
pointed my companion. We entered
our labors gy fasting and praying to our
Father in Heaven that He would open
the way for us to get the Gospel betore
the people. We began distributing
tracts, golng to every house we could
find and leaving two tracts which we
urged the people to read and compare
with their Bibles. We were greatly
blest and had iots of invitations to the
homes of the pecple, more than we
could fill.

Brother Cragun was next called to go
to Sulphur Wells to labor there and
Brother Wilham F. Tolley was appoint-
ed to labor with me in Orange County.
We conimenced distributing tracts and
holding meetings where we had o,-
portunity. We were greatiy blessed
and the Lord raised up Iriends to us.
We held three meetings at French Lichs,
Orange County, commenced by speak-
ing on the first principles of the Gospel,
and after 1the meetings we had four ap.
plications for Baptism, ahd in a few
days we led them into the water. A
great many are investigating the gospel
and we hope its seeds will tgke root
and grow and some day bring forth
truit.

I was called to labor with Brother
Germon Buchanan of Johnson, Kane
County Utiah, with headquarters at
Pinckneyville, Perry County, Iliinois.
We hegan our labors by holding meel-
ing and leaving tracts, inviting the
people to read them. We soon found
the people were a little prejudiced
against us and the principles of the Gos-
pel in this part. We are -thankful the
Lord has been with us and we think we
have allayed a great deal of prejudice
There are some Saints here and they
are very kind to us and are doing all
they can for the furtherance of the gos-
pel. Most of the school-houses are
closed against us, but we hold meetings
at private houses and have a good time.
Last week we had the privilege of baptiz-
ing four more honest souls into the church
and there is a good prospect for others
to soon follow their steps. We think a
good work will be done here in the near
future.

While we have been laboring in Perry
County, lilinois, we have made lots of
good friends. Some of them are lead-
ing men of this county and when we
go to leave them our bill1s "'come again
and bring us more reading matter.”
We are endeavoring to give as many of
the Voice of Warnings as we can aﬂyord
and also as many Pratt works as we can;

and our experience is that when th®
people will read Orson Prati’s works, i
they are honest and seeking for truth,
they will say they think we are right
and they want to investigate turther.
We think that now is the time to preach
the Gospel here. The J)eople begin to
know us as weare and we think the
time is near when they will begin to
look up to the Latter-day Saints as be-
ing superior to any other.

We often bear our teslimony to the
people and tell them that the stone cut
out of the mountains without hands,and
that it will roll forth ’till it filis the
whole earth; and we tell them that the
kingdom of God which the Latter-day
Saints are preaching, is that stone and 1t
has began to roll and will continue till it
fills the earth, We are well and feel to
press forward and do our duty. We are
united in our labors.

JosEPII ' EMPEY.

NOTES FROM MISSISSIPPI.

STURGS, Mississippi,
August 8th, 1896.

As perhaps, an item or two from this
part of the country might prove accept:
able to some of your readers, I thought
I could not employ a i{ew minutes to
more advantage than to touch lightly
on a few passing events.

This is the season for protracted meet-
ings amonbg the wvarious sects of this
country of which Baptists and Metho-
dists largely predominate. They are
trying to get everybody to join them;
and 1he movenient is so popular among
the masses, that not to be a member ot
some sect 18 regarded as almost heatben-
ish; hence, at least, nine-tenths of the
adulls ot this country are church mems
bers, so called. And it would be a
hard matter, if not an impossibility to
find any two individuals that believed
alike, in the same sect, to say nothing
of the clash between the different sects.
[ will so far modify that expression as to
say that they all agree. when Mormon-
ism is the object of attack. To the
true Lalter day Saint, this is one of the
grandest evidences of its divinity.

Tnere have been a number of public
lectures against Mormonism in the sur-
rounding conmry by the apostate
Oswalt. He is using all his powers of
pen and speech, to “warn'’ the people
against the '‘delusion’’ as he calls it,
against the time when Elders will be
sent into this, and surrounding counties.
He advises all, over whom he can have
any influence, not to hear thetn when
they come, and of course, to refuse
them entertainment. To counteract
this influence, I think it would be wise,
when this part of the country is can-
vassed to have Elders, who are not
only well posted. but fluent speakers,
who can expound the eternal truths of
the Gospel with such “force as to utterly
confound the leaders of the opposition
here. !

The brauch of the Church organized
here by Elders W. T. Dotson and
Einest Ricks, and subsequently more
perfectly by Eilders Erastus Christensen
and Peter Neilson, is moving along
smoothly. We held a meeting not long
since, and R, T. Quinn, who was or-
dained a Priest, gave a most excellent
tatk. It was his hrst eflort, and he bids
fair to make a brnillient speaker and a
useful man. We need help here from
somle able and feariess Eiders,
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