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the hands of the old fashioned clock
continued journey around their
figured dial and only a short time re-
mained until the bells in the church
towers would begin to augur the pass-
ing of the old the opening of the new
what a vast difference in the environ-
ments of mrs allenalien to those of two
years before when the husband was a
prosperous town merchant and in suf-
ficiently good circumstances to sur-
roundround his charges with everything
that tended to mark the beginning of
a new year with joy and gladness
these were conditions for reflection
these grated upon the poor womanscomans
memory and drove her to that state of
mind wherein many are led to pro-
nounce this life not worth the living
but such a sentiment however found
not lodgment in mrs allensaliens heart

V she was too broadmindedbroad minded for that
too charitable too mindful of her lit-
tle ones and too hopeful that perhaps
after all john would some day return
and surround her and the babies witwithh
all the happiness and joy that his heart
was prone to bestow upon them

1 the hour of twelve arrived there
wasvas aa solemn stillness pervading the
neighborhood of the allenalien household
the mother wept in her deep reflection
but she had not given up hope despite
the thoughts that in two hours had
flirtedflitted through her memory with light
ninning9 like rapidity she retired just as
the church bells began to toll and in
their jingle a solemn prayer went up
in which the father was petitioned to
grant unto that family the knowl-
edge whether or not their mainstay
john allenalien had met with an untimely
ending had forsaken those whom he
once loved or had been placed in such
circumstances as to make it impossi-
ble for him to communicate with them
that petition was a fervent one and
escaped from the lips of mrs allenalien
with a quivering earnestness that be-
tokened sincerity of the deepest type
0 gracious and most merciful father

said she grant unto us this night thy
rolyholy spirit we axeare desirous of know-
ing what has become of one who once
loved us soeo dearly john allenalien but
who left his family circle just a year
ago to seek torfor them a livelihood in
the mining sections of the great west
liashas he perisperishedbed father has it been
thy will to thus deprive Us of our
mainstay our earthly provider if
go0o grant 0 lord that thou wilt make
known unto us that such is the case
at the same time giving us the power
andnd endurance to withstand the try
1129ig ordeal if he has not been thu
removedremoved grant us 0 father the
knowledge of hishie whereabouts that in
ourur sorrowing hours we may find con-
solationtion in knowing that he still lives
thatmat he is still true to us albeit that
we have not heard from him since his
departure

the conclusion of this prayer
broughtought resignation to that faithful
woman her countenance beamed with
fiPP meBs as she uttered the word

Aunell and although she spoke not
anotherother word it was clearly evident
watthat her humble petition had fallen on
attentivebentivecentive ears and that a response
ahughugh perhaps inaudible had came
48 an answer even before the prayerwas finished that night mrs allenaliensleptpt well and in the morning the
sameg m beaming countenance that held
1
swayg

I
y when her eyes had closed in

sleep was still lnin evidence and asma johnnieTohnnie and katie were lifted outofQ bea each received a loving kiss froma hn mother as she assured themthat
arl

papa would soon return
b the first of january ninety seven
brought happiness to a fireside where
borrowarowayt and the tearsteare of bitter part
ine
y

K markeded a contrary state a year be-

of
fore hn allenen the lost the unheard
cia the6 prayed for returned and ashas hee
claspedyea a loving and devoted wife and

took in his arms the young ones he was
so loth to leave he recited to mary
allenalien a tale of extreme hardship
greater perhaps than that which the
mother at home had had to bear tell-
ing her how he had drifted into the
frozen alaskan regions how he had
been isolated and cut off from the rest
of the civilized world for nearly ten
months all the while living on scanty
rations yea so scant that the very
shoe leather cast from the feet was a
sweet morsel at times

john allenalien after leaving home had
joined an expedition bound for klon-
dike they reached the headwaters of
the yukon in the early spring Pjulmeme
and from there drifted along its tribu
baries to a place sos remote that hu-
mankind outside of their own ranks
was scarcely ever seen the gold
sought for was obtained but while dig-
ging for it the party hadbad dwindled
from a dozen to half that number six
having perished in the cold their pro-
visions began to run out and they were
put on rations this condition coupled
with the extremity of the weather re-
duced their ranks to two john allenalien
and joe brown these men proceeded
homeward with apiece in gold
dust at dawson they succeeded in get-
ting purchasers for their claims this
gave each an additional and
wwithith the so secured and an
experience which nothing would prompt
them to go through again they
schemed and planned foot by foot and
mile by mile to reach their happy in-
land homes which both made it a point
to arrive at by new years day

it is needless to say that a transfor-
mation was brought about in the cir-
cumstancescumstances of john allensaliens family
now they axeare living in peace and hap-
piness with everything that their
hearts desire and as the father looks
back upon his position of a year ago

i he utters a prayer to god that his
life was spared while his dear wife
mary still continues to petition that
same source from which came such a
ready response to her prayer and
which gave to her and the family
that which was really and truly a very
very happy new year

TRAVELS

i thursday july 9 1896 at 2 in
the night my bedein guard called me
we made ready in a few minutes and
started for the dead sea our object
in starting so early was to avoid as
much of the heat of the midday as pos-
sible the distance from jericho to
the north shore of the sea is only about

i six and a half miles by the direct road
but my guide lost his reckoning on the
desert and took the wrong track with
the result that we spent some two
hours riding and walking up and down
the steep gulches and ravines at last
I1 lost patience with the poor fellow
who was almost crying in despair and
assumed the role of conductor myself
knowing through common sense that

i all the ravines which we had been en-
deavoringdeavo ring to cross in the darkness of
the night must necessarily lead either
to the jordan or the dead sea I1 led
down the first one we came to and na-
turally enough it brought us out upon
the lower plain which borders the sea
and the river and just as the sun ap-
peared from behind the mountains of
moab we stood upon the shore of the
historic sea riding eastward along
the beach we soon reached a place
called by the arabs lut where
stands a lonely hut and off which per-
haps one hundred yards from the shore
a little vessel used during the tourist
season torfor sailing on the briny waters
of the sea lay at anchor I1 had a fine
swim and bath in the sea venturing
out as far as the anchored vessel
where my arab companion though able
to swim dared not follow I1 found the

buoyancy of the water very similar to
that of the great salt lake in utah
though the water of the latter Is said
to contain about ten per cent less solid
matter than that of the dead sea itmust be observed however that the
sea was quite high when I1 visited it
and that later in the yar when it
reaches its lowest water mark the
water is necessarily more haltyalty

it is asserted by some that no one
was ever drowned iniai a the dead sea
such being the buoyancy of the water
that a human being cannot sink thehistorian josephus tf totes that vespa-
sian had men thrown atto it with their
hands tied to thethertr backs and that none
of them were drodrowned

the dead sea is 40 miles long and
from 6 to 10 miles wide A brobroad
peninsula projectspi ejects frofroman the eastern
shore on the south and contracts the
breadth of the sea to within two miles
south of this the water is very shallow
so that in midsummer when in conse-
quence of evaporation the body of the
lake falls from twelve to fifteen feet
this end is left a marsh the shores
of this mysterious and gloomy lafearlake are
formed on the east by perpendicular
cliffs rising into ragged splintered
points forming an irregular breastwork
sometimes receding a little from thewaters edge and then again jutting
out into the sea and varying in height
from 1600 to 2800 feet the western
shore presents much the same stern
anandd forbidding aspect but preserves a
genegeneralral outline about four hundred feet
lower

embedded deep in this awful chaam
under a burning sun reflected from
beetling heights on either side this seama
becomes a vast caldron from which
the evaporation is so great in summer
as to render the waters intensely sa-
line there is also an infusion of
other ingredients which renders theshe
water bitter and nauseous to the taste
no living thing inhabits these waters
and it is very rarely navigated by
man no deadly miasma however
arises from it as was once supposed
the water is of a dull green color
highly transparent modern science
has solved all the mystery about this
water it has been satisfactorily ana-
lyzed and its specific gravity ascer-
tained to be 1211 a degree of density
unknown in any other the specific
gravity of fresh water being 1000 the

1 water of the dead sea has been faund
to hold in solution the following pro-
portions of salt to one hundred grains
of water

oi0 lime grains
of magnesiamagnmagnesiaesIL grains
of soda grains

sulphate of lime grains

grains
the level of the dead sea tois 1293 feet

below the level of the mediterranean
ts greatest depth is 13101810 feet jeru-
salem is 3 feet above the dead sea

after lingering for a short time about
the shore of the dead sea we struck
out across the desert in a northeasterly
direction for the ford of the jordan
which we reached after travelingnar
about four miles I1 found the jordan
a much larger streamseam than I1 had ex-
pected and when the ford of the jor-
dan Is spoken of it must only convey
the idea that it is merely possible tovfor
camels to ford the stream in the latter
part of the summer when it is at its
very lowest otherwise it can only
be crossed by swimming or in boatsboals I1
had a refreshing bath in the stream
but being alone my arab friend seem-
ingly being afraid of the water I1
deemed it imprudent to swim across
the river hence I1 did not elloy the
privilege of placing my feet upon ththe
land beyond the jordan

the jordan rises from three
sources of which the most remote
springs forth in the valley between thtaft
mountains of lebanon and antland


