
71
J

THE DESERET

THE EDITORS COMMENTS

THE THATCHER CASE

anAD article appearsappear in the Lingan
journal of tuesday august 16 upon
the thatcherTb atcher case which toie soBO

and wwhich ad83 completely
obiobscurescures and misrepresents the issues
that were raised in the trial of that
ease that we feel it to be a duty to set
the public right upon the points in-
volved the jurnaljournal saysbaye that the
trial haebus removed all doubt
aa to the rule of disel
wine applies in ore

ense the trial resulted in a vindica-
tion of muses thatcherTb atcher he hasbae
always occupied the ground that tnbt
does today and would have

tandsigned thebe manifestomanifeeto before ftplt
general had itsite scope
been defdefinedinid asae it was during hishie
trial

we call attention to the foregoing
tat ement votcot with any wish

to revive controcontrovertcontveroy or to
add bumhumiliationillation orr couconcursurf but be
causecadee by it the results of the trial are

and brother mowmoses thatcher
himself in done a great liit jjusticeestlee

IsIB itIs true thatoat in aryarty sense thebe trial
resulted in his the im-
portance of this will be evident
and there must be noirio mistake about it
some membersbemben olof the church gather-
ing their views win statementstatementa al-
leged to have been made by brother
thatcher himself and other state-
ments made by hisbi so called frienfrlenddp
have been led to believe that he might
not have been altogether wrong init the
altitude which be had assumedaee umed to
correincorrect this misunderstanding and to
prevent the further spread of an jmm
preeionsolon wholly wrong it to of the
highest importance to every member
of the church that the truth
bould be known concerning be re-

sult in the casecage repeating there
lorehore the quertquentiousious Is it true thatthai
inID one senselense the trial resulted liiiti

thebe vindication of moses thatcher
we turn to the proceedings of the high
council and for an answer quote th
open loit words of mebe stake preal
dency s deci

we therefore decide that the
barges against brother mose

thatcherTb atcher have been moauetastainedined 11 91

this lon waswaa not only
signed and promulgated by tb
stakeblake presidency but it WASwaa un-
animouslyani sustained and endorsedendo raed
by the entire alith council furtfum er
more it waswa by brother him
selfelf endorsed and accepted in fultfull

without or mental reser
and speaking in hisbie own be-

half before the came waswaa 0 boned he ex
pressed the feeling that no bu ouOL
would be too great lorfor him to do the
rightlight thing with a contrite spirit he
waswaa willing to leave the extent of hishie
wrong in the CoulacouncilCIVa bandba
he hadbad beebecamewe convinced that there
waswaa noDO cotcoi filet in the positionpo eltion taken
by the piepresidingsiding authorities now
in the ahareas on church
and their former position aadmitting
that he hadbad been deceived and in the
dark asaa to why hebe bad not been able
loabeto see thisthia before his only answer be

saidaid waswai that men were a matises

too blind to see too deaf to bear and
their hearts too hardbard to recel vt hebi
expressed thanks foror the opportunity
otof exhibiting hlahis humility plead for
hisale fellowship aud was willing to make
auyal y restitution the council might
nameme for any intentional or uninten-
tional reflections the church au-
thoritiesties

surely it would be hard to conceive
of a more difficult setaei leejes of factsacts out 0
which to construct a vindication andacid
oono one who toie a true friend of brodber
I1 hatcherbatcher aught to do him soao much
wrong hereafter asae to make toethe attempt

now asaa to the Jour oala
that the trialrial hasbae removed all doub
atoae to whom toothe ruleraie of diecidisciplinepline ap-
plies and that brother thatcher

would have
ahe belorebefore its general pre

budbad itsite scope been defined
abita it was burling bai trialtrials 1 tolo neither
the published findingsfindl nga or decision 0
the high CoucouncilLiell nor in the other
records of01 toothe proceed inu a Is there the
least warrant frfor the impre ealon thai
that body attempted auy interpreta-
tion of the declaration of principles
other than that borne upon its own
face it hasbaa never needed any liIL

tilthereerele nothing hiddenbidden
or ambiguous in itsha wordingwor or mean
mglug but even itif it had been
it would certainly be a novel and un-
warranted proceeding for a stake
high council to have assumed to far
oish BD interpretation and definition
of the scope of a document ofit
ebacharacterrouter ismea by the first proofpreal
denoydency and toothe twelve apostle and
signedignec alsoaleo by all the general author

was of be church anAB above stated
no such attempt waswaa made tilethe
declaration of principles standstoday asB it hashae stood all
ibeebe time squarely aidai d plainly on
itsif emeritimeriti not needing today soyany
more than at soyany timstime ioin the post
any private or strainedetral ned or technicalexplanation or interpretation
ever

but ofafierter all the main point at issue
Isie entirely overlooked by the journal
ardand perhaps by olbersotbera undue prom
loehoe lain assigned to the part brother

s refusal to sign the Dedeclara-
tion

clars
of principlesprinciple has bad in the

oaeCRIS and in all hisbia
wi h hisbib brethren it IsIB due to thelatter day saints to letjet them know
that this waswaa merely one rodand
by no meansmeane the important one it
came in furfor ourcut f in the
evidenceevia ence nobody who laIs familiar
with the situation and the feelings
that have prevailed during someacme year
pastpaianono one with knowledge
it past events oancan bidsbide arm

theabe fact that there hive been mcaooo
caption and
cion in relation to the churchh and
the attitude of itsita leading auan

they have been placed
toin a falsefalie light their motives have
been impugned their gaylous and ddo-
ings placardedplacarded and picked at anuand
bandied about their mostmoat innocent
intent lona and utterancesutterance being dis-
torted into very ministerinisterinisier
howelow much the remarksremark and course of
brother thatcher have contributed
to this condition we need not

now try to estimate but certainlyoerkaloy j

In proper statements were made by
balul among others longloan before thithe
issuance of what la18 telteamedmod tthelie declar-
ation

declar-
aa of principle the first proofpreal
jency and the twelve apostlesapostle teftfelt
that they were being outdut in a finisefal
light before the church and the world
by the statements which were made
co berning their utterances and their
action they felt that they were be-
ing J and thatwrongs prejudices were
being aroused against them WigwithoutbUg
cause through misrepresentation andami
the placing of them in a false
attitude they were deeply grieved
at this it became a matter
of0 serious importance to them onee
pe colligcolli g from the
which this did then it was that then of principles was propre
pared it was a subsequent dedevelopvoiel
cadent and tois comparatively of recent
ate it was sincerely hoped that this

declaration ooco staining a correct doodeft
of the positpositiontn occupied by

the authorities of the church would
be accepted by those who hadbad conCOB
tributributetd to10 false impressionsimpress iona on
auu easy way of correcting themhem lainall11 charity it was felt that in tills
manner could the wrong thatht hadbad
d neins be made right without requiring
anyally humiliating couleconfessionallion ofrseknowledg mootment on their part As 16
their postpast course the preparation of61
the decDew a ration of principlesprinciple won
prompted by the mostloons ear
desire to sayssave from the
of their own mimismisdoingsdoings all writewho hadbad
bhi onen guilty of thosetheae wrong
andanu arguments it was notmot Intintenderendea
to0 ensnare anybody or to oae
theme signerseigners to stultify themselva frto10 place them toin a false light butbat to
save hembom from the conseconsequencesconsequentquene of
their own conduct by giving an easy
opportunityunity to set themselves rickahow unjust and misleading
to60 hoistbolot it into prominence as the fifa
nd greatestcreaurea teattest and only stumbling

block As a matter of fact it iticnad been nothing moremare than the big
ing of that Dao laratto 0 itig isi not atag gillall
probable that there would have benbeintuyany trial at all there artarb no doubt
many who have never signed or vot
torfor tuat document yet who have cevat
been brought into question soas to10 theler

most that has been done
toin such oasescases is that meomen iu
oen 6 positions in the church who opahl
not feel to accept the rule of theoka
church have been relieved of
positionedpositione

this lain the great point whichbleb we feel
that the latter day saints shouldplainly understand and upon
it is hardly possible to layjay too inuos
emphasis the belul togo signgigg vrwaa
out auan incident of the evidevidencejence sadaad
not the main issue at all the trial VMw
boldbeld torfor otnerother causes and conduct
the charges were apostasy and

conduct asan exhibited lain
public speeches private conversation
in interviews through newspapers aad i

loin other waye those charges wwwere
sustains by wethe decision and owoat
decision was by brother thatcherTha tober soao

toin tolllull and without
floafl cationflotationtion or mental
rho results cannot without tein
jury alike to brother
endand the members of thiaba
church generally be allowed to te
obscured or belittled by pinning all Ata


