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ence, among them members of the Leg-'
islature which was respounslble for plae-
ing the proposed amendments before
the people; but supposing the corres-
pondent=iH be right and those who differ
wrong, It still remalns that the position
of thisz’ paper {8 not overthrown. It held
and holds that the effect of adopting
amendments to a great charter which is
less than three years oM is too mischle-
vous a precedent to obtain in any ¢om-
monwealth. unless the matters concern-
ing which amendments are sought are
erying evils which obvicusly ought
not to be permibtted to exist—such a
comdition of things as 1t is altogether
improbable a body of intelligent, up-
right men in convention assembled
-wotrld foist upon ithe people. To seek
to amend because of amy other ground
of objeotion is simply to cultivate in-
dividual whims and confer a preml-
um upon the exploitlng "of technical
defects. This engaged In at am early
perlgd of the Constitution's promulga-
tion simply lets down the bars, Invites
&ll hands to enter, and the plain result
‘must be that the fabrie of our funda-
mental laws would soon be a thing of
ghreds. and patches, & document for
daws 10 peck at, a contrivance for
cheap polltickans and shallow dema-
gogues to play withal

Exc?t as hereln stated, It is repeated
that the Constitution should be let
alone.” The exception does not extst,
and our critlec does pot show that it
does except by means of a most pal-
pable Ipse dixit, whereln he proncunces
the present arrangement relating to
achool figances a “death-dealing blow
to the schools outside of Salt Lake
ity and Ogden.” As the system has
been 1n vogue nearly three years and
the schools, #0 far from being dead
&re very muoah alive and even Appar-
ently flourighing, it would seem that
the death-deallng qualltles of the blow
are 80 moderate in force and tardy 1n
execition that we might with propriety
claim that the schools wounld manage
to survive for, say, two years longer
amyway. If this be the case, and there
i3 nothing In the other propositions
calling loudly for Immedlate aectlon,
the position first taken by the “News”
I8 thoroughly maintained without
reference to subsidiary coneluslons, .re-
garding which we are not now discuss-
ing but elaiming that evem they are
nelther erroneous woor misleading.
What 18 wanted i3 to preserve the
fabric of our commonwealth without
teaching the people to resort to quack-
ery for every little ailment. Y.et the
fdea be Instilled Inte every mind and
heart that a State Constitution, being
the foundation and limitatiom of all
our means of asserting right and re-
pelllng wrong, s toe saered and im-
portant a document to be treated at
every opportunity ‘as though |t were
the merest make-shift—a thing hud-
dled hastlly together without consider-
atton, with the expectation that stabll-
Ity and correctness would be conferred
upon it by others than fts makers.
Even i it were In this situation—which
#t ls not—1t would be the better plan
not 1o advertize the grievous fact quite
80 extensively as‘puttipg five great
patches on it 80 early in itz career
would be, so long as we can get along
with It at all, as we seem to have done
30 far without loss of life, Iberty or
honor.

THE GOLD PRODUUT.

The advocates' of the gold standard
of finance occasionally bolster up their
position by referring to the steadlly In-
oreasing production of gold throughout
the world, clalming, In some cases, that
the additlons to the stock of the yellow

metal keep full pace with the Inerease|h

of business and trade and the conse-

quent demands of the covmmerc[al'
world. Of course there Is another slde
to thls, but as It is not the purpose of
the “News"” td espouse either, no other
mention of the dlssent need be made.
That the discoveries of new gold de-
posits go steadlly along cannot be gain-
sald; also is it the casde that each year
sees a jarge augmentation of the avalil-
able gold supply, the full extent of
whieh s ascertalned tc a nicety,

The director of the mint has just pub.
tished his report, in which it s shown
that the United States' produwction of
gold lasmt year Increased by $4,276,000
over that of 1896, The South Afriean
mines showed an increase of $13,854,192,
and those of Austrarasba made a galn
of $10,5602,249 over the previous yeat. The
total produet for 1887 was for the Unlt-
ed Btates $57,363,000, for South Africa
$68,306,600, for Australasba $55,684,200,
and for the whole world $237,604,800, or
about $36,000,000 more than in the pre-
vious vear and abou: double the wyield
of 1830. The prospect is presented that
this year will show a much greater pro-
duction than even that of last year,
which is encouraging as far as it goes.

The report shows that twenty-five
states and territorles have gold mines,
the product of a few of them being,
however, altogather 4rifling, while Co-
lorado heads the list wiith an ouiput of
$19,104,200; Cailfornla is a close second
—314,618,300. It I|s a curlous fact that
one of the youngest states of the
Unilon should have displaded the orig-
lpal Golconda of the ecountry and
promises to lead every other place of
correspondlog area in the matter of
the yield of gold; alsoc that it should
be ‘the hanner sllver state, Colorado,
it will he remembered, gave Bryan the
pleazant little reminder of somethlng
tlke 135,000 majority.

FOR THE RBOYs

For the i{nformation of frlemds who
intend sending Christmaa boxes to the
boys at Manlla the subjolped dates of
the departure and arrival of Phllippine
steamers are published:

AL MANILA.

Phillppine stesmers arrlve in Ban
Franclsco! Nov. §8th, Nov. 22nd,
Dec. 6th, Dee. 16th, Dee, 27th,

Jan. 6th, Jan. 13th.

Steamers leave San Francisco for
Manila. via Hongkong om the following
dates:

Leawve Arrive
Sam Framcisco, Honglong,
October 20 ................ November 18
October 29 ......... voees. November 27|
November 10 ,....... +va.. December 9
November 18 ...,. ..., ...December 18

November 29 ,..... ........December 28
December 16 ....... .......,. January 13
December 24 ..... ...........Ja¢quary 22

Such anticles as these would no doubt
be most acceptable to the boys:

Canned meat, tongue, chicken, tur-
key, beef, sardines, bottled pickles, cat-
sup, condensed miik, cheese, needles,
thread, buttona, darrving eotton, socks,
colored hamdkerchlefs, combs, castile
soap, statlonery,

THE BABBATH QUESTION,

The Sacramento Bee coples a para-
graph from the “News” on the desecra-
tion of the Sabbath, and comments as
follows:

“Opinlons may differ as to what is
necessary to the improvement, eleva-

tlon and advancement of mankind in
his weekly day of leisure. Some may
think that attendlng ehurch is the
proper thing. Others may think that
the proper thing is to spend the day at
ome In one's lbrary. Others may
wish to vislt the parks and places of

- 1

recreatlon. It I8 po man’s businessz to
question the right of any Individual to
settle this matter tor himself.”

The view here expressed {nvolves a
great principle. It may be perfectly
true that it s no “man’s" busjness what
other people do on the day of rest, but
does it follow that the manper in which
Sunday is to be spent s & matter left
to cach individal to determine for him-
self, or herselt? We think not. It has
been determined by the Divine author of
the moral code, It is not optional with
man to conform or not to God's com-
mandments. Of course, man ls a free
agent and can disobey, but not without
serious consecuences.

The Latter-day Saints understand
that in this dispensation, as of old, It
is their duty and privilege to keep the
SBablath In accordance with God's laws.
Shortly after the revelatlon on gather-
ing ‘was given, another on the Sabbath
followed. -1t 13 most instructive. It
states that those who have come up to
thig land with an eye slngle to the
glory of the Almighty are blessed. It
promises them rewards of a temporal
and spiritusl nature—the good things of
the earth, commandments and revela-
tions, and crowns In the "eternal man-
sions. And then it outlines their duties,
They are commanded to love God and
serve Him, and to love their nelghbqrs,
They are commanded not to steal, not
to be impure, not to kill, but to be
thankful to the Lord in all things, and
to keep the Sabbath day holy. This
Is called the Lord's day and to keep it
as such §s Inecumbent upon the people
of God. Else, why Is it glven as part
of the law against dishonesty, Impurity
and shedding of blood? It is a day met
apart for rest from worldly pursuity
and amusements !n order that the
Salnts may appear in the houge of
Prayer and partake of the Sacrament,
Modern Christlans have mueh to learn
ol this polnt from the aneient covenant
pecple and from the word of God tog Hls
people In this age.

THE OUTLUOOK PROMISING.

The_kaleldcmcoplc wotrk of the peace
commission at Parls is powhere more
closely noted than in Utah. The-mrar
ner in which the volunteers from a-lll
parts have been treated is not stimulat.-
ing to the patriotic purpose; the fatpt
that a war hag had a sequel moTe ter.

rible than ifself, that out of nearly
3000 men slain less than ter Per cent
were killed by the enemy, has a dam-
pening effect upon all elasses here and
elsewhere, Then the situation at Ma-
nila is by no means reassuring, not be-
cause of the fear of truuble or loss of
Hfe, which may come to pass, but be-
cause at this distance and judging by
all the accounts put together, it looks
as ¥ suffielent conslderation for the
soidiers’ welfare were not the rule, By
this tlme there should be no lack of
proper food and clothing—shelter they
have and It ls good—and the best of
attendance when slek; indeed, with ev.
erything working as it should work, re-
garding men who have surrendered evy-
erything but life to the country and
are ready to surrender |t if Necessary,
there should be fewer complalnts, as
we are well assured thers would be if
there were less cause for them.

Upom those who are scanning the
news reports with so much interest,
there 1s something in our dispatches to.
day that will bestosw at least a crumb
of comfort, It seems that the dellb-
erations are to be hastened and that
no sericus disagreements are vceurring
or have occurrad. It seems to bhe tacit-
Iy understood that Spain 1s to give up
the Philipplnes, and it is imtimated that
Spaln will consent If some sort of co
cesslon be tpade Jn conslderation of her



