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vador, Nicaraugua and Costa Rica,
are noted for the quarrelsome nature
of the elements of politics and pop-
ulation embraced in them, and for
their pronencss to indulge in revo-
lutions and political feuds. That
governmental affairs in these states
should be in a chronie state of un-
certainty is not to be wondered at
when the character ot the popula-
tion is considered. The total inhab-
itants of the five States number
about 2,500,000, and only one in one
hundred is a full-blooded white
man. The whites are nearly all
Spaniards, and possess the traits of
that race. About half of the popu-
lation are Indians, and the re-

« mainder are negroes and mixed
1aces.
The student of history would

hardly regard such material as this
the most available for the con-
struction of the more advanced and
enlightened forms of government,
nor would he regard it as strange

that, under republican institutions,

such elements of population would
manifest a proneness for strife and
turmoil. To hold ignorant and
mixed races, especially the colored
ones, under orderly control, a cen-
tralized form of government is gen-
erally deemed requisite. It pre-
vents denmgogues from inciting
the populace to uprisings, an evil
from which the States of Central
America continually suffer.

But it is a fact that the people of
these states are making tangible
progress politically. They are learn-
ing by what they have suffered.
They are recognizing the evils that
have been inflicted upon them by
ambitious upstart leaders, who have
fomented the uprising and revolu-
tions that have wrought so much
damage and misery, and are trying
to solidify their governmental
fabrics in A manner to prevent a
recurrence of such events,

Recently a congress of representa-
tives of the five C'entral American
governments has been holding ses-
sions and adopting measnres for the
mutual welfare. This congress has
been laboring to perfect and advance
a scheme looking to the erection of a
federation of these sovereign states,
somewhat after the model of the
American Union. It is proposed to
call the federation “The States of
the Republie of Central America,””
and to start its governmental machi-
nery in September of next year. The
presidential term is to be one year
and will be filled by the governors
or presidents of the five republics in
suecession. The federal legislature

will consistof fifteen members, three

from each state, one to be appointed
by the president of the state, and the
other two to be chosen by the stale
legislature. Each state will retain
i's sovereignty, modified by powers
conceded to the central organization,
and will retain substantially its pre-
sent form and modes of government.
It is not yet known that such a
federation will be established; but
it is claimed that the predominant
sentiment in all the states except
Costa Riea is in favor of it. In the
latter an anti federal sentiment pre-
vails. Buch a unien would bea
great move in the direction of pro-
gress. 1t would impartstability and
a seltled character to Central Amer-
ican affairs, would encourage en-
terprise and immigration, and in
many ways would result benefi-
centiy to the people of all the
states.
Religious liberty would beyond
doubt be thoroughly established as
one of the results of such a union,
and thus would preparation be made
for the religious advancement of the
aboriginal portion of the population,
which will certainly take placein
a comparatively short time, to a de-
gree that will render them an en-
lightened, civilized and liberty-
loving race. The trend of current
events on the' American continent
is in the direction of fulfilling the
purpnses which the Almighty has
foreshadowed in the Book of Mor-
mon, and the revelations He has
given through Joseph the Seer.

THOUGHTS OF YOUNG UTAH.

THERE are wiseacres among the
“Liberals” who try to make them-
selves believe they can divine the
reflections of young Utah in the
present controversy. In substance,
their estimate of the thoughts of the
youth of the community is that they
have concluded that the ““Mor-
mons,”” as a body, are about to be
crushed, and that the younger ele
ment, secing the impending ecol-
lapse, will break away from their
moorings to avoid disastrous conse-
quenees,

Those who reckon thus calculate
upon an erroneous hypothesis  If
the young people were made of the
poor stuff the *Liberal®’ prints have
credited them with being composed
of, they would be lLkely to desert
their friends in a crisis.  Brave men
never do that; when they leave the
political ranks of the party with
which they have affiliated, it is in
peaceful and not in turbulent times.

The fact is that many young men
who heretofore were unable to per-

ceiveany great distinetion between
the status of the People’s Party and
the ¢‘“Liberal,”’ have recently had
their eyes opened. They have seen
in a strong light the efforts that have
been made to cover their parents
and friends with odium and rob
them of their rights. They know
that their relatives and friends are
the antithesis of the class of people
the demagogues of the ‘Liberal*’
party have represented them as be-
ing. They also know that the
“Liberals’? are as clearly aware of
this as they are. They propose to
resent this injustice in a mild but
effective shape by turning outat the
approaching election and voting for
their friends and the friends of good
government.

Many young men whose affilia-
tion for the People’s Party previous
to the recent developments before
the District Court wasdoubtful,have
wheeled into line and will stand by
it manfully.

THE “BEE” IS RIGHT.

I'r is refreshing in these times to
find a newspaper that has the cour
age to admit that the ““‘Mormons’’
have rights under the Coustitution,
that ought to be recognized, and
which stands upon the indisputable
ground that to treat them otherwise
is dangerous business. The denisl
of the rights, that belong to any one
class drivesa wedge that leads to the
splitting of the Republic. Among
the journals that take a correct and
independent stand on this subject is
the Omaha Bee, which, in speak-
ing of the recent proveedings in the
Third District Court before Judge
Anderson, says:

“The issues involved touch some of
the fundameatal prineiples of repub-
lican forms of government, and it is
doubtful whether the Supreme Court
of the United States would sustain a
new departure that might establish a
very dangerous precedent. nder the
ntense pressure of anti-Mormon
opinion, and in the heat of a political
contest, the lower courts of Utah may
have passed the boundaries that have
been set by the founders of our gov-
ernment in the bill of rights that pro-
hibils religious tests, and guarantees
to each man the right to be considered
innocent of any crime until he has
been adjudged guilty after due trial
by a jury of his peers. 3

“Onr naturalization laws are uni-
form. Congress cannot legally pre-,
seribe a different mode of natur-
alization for Mormon aliens than
it does for aliens of other creeds
whatever their nationalities may
be. Any sact that makes reli-
gious belief a test for acquiring citi-
zenship would be unconstitutional on
its face. Treason against this govern-
ment eannot be presumed Men may
talk what tuey please and believe
what they please. If taking the en-
dowment oath makes them conspir-




