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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

Whenever the Priesthood has been
upen earth this law bas been in effect
that the Saints might obrerve it and
partake of the blessings whiob result
therefrom.

The object to which tithes are de-
voted is to the eatablishmest of Zion—
the building of bouses to the Liord and
Buch otber purpoees ap are desigunated
by the voice of revelation tor the build-
ing up of the Kingdom of God. The
Liord is to “‘suddenly cometo His Tem-
ple?’in the laat days;and in these sagred
edifices are administered ordinances
of the Goepel for the salvation of the
living and the dead, and instructions
ale given to prepare the Saints for a
residence {n the presence of God. The
erectlon of temples and the carrying on
ot other worke necesrary to establish
the foundatioos of Zion cannot be
done without the means necessary for
their accomplishment. The funds are
provided by the tithea of the Sainta,

Payment of tithes is voluntary.
Each person haa his agency to receive
or reject the iaw. Ifthose who have
taken upon themeelves the covenant
of the Gospel, keep the command-
ments of God, hlesstngs and n t ours.
ings will attend them; if they do wuot
heed Hls word, an opposite resujt will
follow. For the liquidatlon of ex-
pepses Lhat are to be met by the tithes,
it would not do to leave to Lhe gener-
osity of the people the proportion of
their meana which should be contrib-
uted. Bome wculd give liberally,
while others would be more or
less controlled by aeifish motives, and
thus an inequality would be caused by
8 difference in disposition. Such a
rule would be unjuet, not belng baseu
upon the sbility of the individual to
impart of bis substance.

Man ie not made the judge of the
proportion that i8 required by the
Liord; be js not the framer of the law.
The finite mind 18 not to prescrive the
tuiep which govern the Infiniie, tor
such a procedure would destroy the
control by tke Almighty and be sub-
versive of the priuciples of truth. The
Lord gives thelaw; He 8ets the bounus
and devleres what {s the true principle
or dectrine. Man may obey or disre-
gard the divine word, and abides the
consequences of his choice. The
Almighty has said He requires a tithe
or tenth, and applies the law equally to

all, The pricciple is the same
today that it was anciently
upder the eame conditions; a
change would have been inconalat.
ent. With the restoration of the
Gospel in this age came the
revelstion to the BSainte to pay

one-tenth of their interest annually as
8 titbing, for the purposes named. The
Baints are exhorted by the Lord to re-
memher the poor, ana to consecrate of
their properties for their support, He
saya: ‘‘Behold, now it is called today,
wnd verily it is & day of tithing for my
people,”’ and informe up that He has
tithed His Baints *“to prepare them
sgainst the day of vengeauce and
buoroning."’

The Lintter-day Saints have had the
blegsings of heaven poured out upon
them becsuse of their observance of
this law. Thie is congclusively shown
by the prosperity which attends them

at thelr gs berlng places. They
are calied by the npations blesred
in their mn=aterial atfairs, as was
Yerael of old, and the Iand

which wae &8 desert when tbhey first
occupied it, indeed has hlossomed as a
rose and become choice abgve all other
lande throuen the fulfilment of the
promises of the Lord to a people who
have kept the law,

In the fage of such evidences nf the
Liord*s blessinge and the revelationa He
has given, to conclude that salvation
does not inany degree depend upon the
principle of tithing, or to say tbhat it is
an unimporta t or unnecessary ordi-
nance, ia to contradict an evident fapt.
Tithing, like all other doptrines of the
Gospel, is worlhy the most serious gon-
sideration of every member of the
Churceh, to Enow its parpose, under-
stand the neceesity of xeeping its con-
ditionr, and render intellicent obedi-
ence to its requirementa. No member
of the Chburch is exempt from its
provisions or excluded from its benefits
when he observes it. All who earn,
ull who receive an joprease of thie
worid’s goods, are under the law of
tithing, paid voluniarily as a lree-will
oftering to tbe Lord. Those who com-
ply with ft areto receive blessings
from the cpened windows of heaven in
time and eternity, True believers in
Christ Jerus will unhesi atingly pur-
sue 8 course to prove that where men
honor the Liord He npever {ails in ful-
filling His promises, but is & rewarder
of =nll thet diligently seek Him and
keep Hie commandments.

GRAND AND SAN JUAN COUNTIES,

There will be placed before the Leg-
inlature early in the session a proposi-
tion to chapge the boundary line

between Grand and San Juan counties.
The effect will be to enlarge Graud by
a considerable plice off Sau Juan. The
present southern boundary of Grand is
on latitude 3§ deg. 30 min., on a line
with the northern b: undary of Wayne
county, The chanve sought is toex-
tend Grand abuutl twenty-five miles to
the south, on a line with the southern
bounaary of Wayne, along the sixth
sinndard purallel.

The arguments used in favor of the
alteratiop in county lines ia that the
division would he more natursl becaunse
ot tbe topography of the country, and
that the occuplers of the tract proposed
to be trapeféerred are In favor of il.
Moab, the county seat of Grand, and
Bluff City, county seat of S8an Juun,
are both near the southern boundaries
of thelr respective counties. It is 8
long and difficalt trip for the people in
porth B8an Juan to g0 to their county
seat, while in care the suzgested nlter-
atlon were made they would be quite
ctore and convenient to Moab,

The prop sed new line dres not go us
far south asthe summit of the moun-
t-in range and thus make a siriotly
natural division on topograpnical
lines, bui it isstated that it goes so
far up the chain of hille a8 10 in-
clude all babitable country, leaving
to the north of the summit oniy &
comparatively small range for
cattle, horses and sheep, the possession
of which would be n matter of small
moment to either county.

There is one objection which may
be urged oo he 1ace of the showing
made in the suggested change. In
depriving San Juaw county of a strip
of couniry twenty-five or more miles
wide and giving it to Graond county,

———

there would be taken from Ban Jusan
a goneiderable portion of its revenpe,
derived from tazes on theextenslve
ranches and herds of stock in that
gection. Grand ciunty is lairly well
provided for already in the matter of
taxable property, tn proportion io it
population, and has 1be advantaze of g
coneiderable sectlon of the Rio Grande
Weetern railway. But if the conven.
ienceof the people residing on the tragt
in question requires the transfer, the
particular gounty that gets the revenne
is s matter ol atcondary importance.

Aparale it is inadvisable to fre-
quently change the buundaries gf
counties. In the present instange,
however, those who are moving for
aotion by the Legislature make s good
showing in behalf of their proposition,
The arguments in ite favor will be
placed before the legislators at the
earliest possible date, for their consid-
eration. Whether or colt Ban Juan
county will ralse any objections tp
being reduced In area in the mannper
indicuted has not been developed yer,
If the officiels aod resideuis there de
not take kindly to the move, they
shonld make an early presentation of
their reasons for opuosing it.

DON'T BE RaASH.

Promptness in seizing opportunities
is a8 necessary to the success of a com.
munity a8 totbhat of ap individual, It

s always an indication of energy and
gourage, and these two gualities are ag
potent in the agcomplisbment of every
puarpose 88 any that mankind ia gif ed
with. Yetthereis no real salety in
+nergy which is not sssociated with
judgme:.t, nor fu courage uniempered
with sagucCity. lhtrequently happens'
therefore, that promptness iz nothing
more than recklessness, and that
sober sepsBe is rendered rilly hy en-
thusiasm,

Every community that has no raf).
road is probabiy anxious tu get one,
Alimost every community ‘that hag
already one raflroad — no mstter
whether one horee can do their work
quite ae well a8 two and al half the
expense for feed—is keen to uet the
secobd one. There are oertain kinds
of property—money and railroads
awb s them—gf which the more
& people get, the more they
want, Nor is  this Uesire,
even when ii. reacbes the virg-
lent stage ot avarice, altogether to be
condemned. To strain, and sweat,
and grasp, in the acoumulsation of
mesans, is not wholly bad, though there
may ne grinding and mlaer]y methods
employed. Means thus acquired will
usually benefit someo ¢ in the end;
and the example furnirbes both a gomj
lesson In induséry and economy, and n
yrim warning sagainst cupiuity and
inhumanity.

80, we sppland the efforts of any
commu nity to acquire the untold ben-
efits that come ot ralirosd connection
with the rest of the world,. We also
applaud the reascnable enueavors of
any community, already thus favored,
to secure by new railroad counections
an eseape from the monopoly they may
be suflering under. But all things in
calmness, and with due regard te the
sound principles of business suise! Lt
has seemed to the NEWS that some of
our southern friends just now need,




