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“LAND JUMPING.”
OapeN has been quite excited for
several days past over the course
pursued by the Postmaster of thal
¢ity, Mr. L. B. Stephens. An in-
dignation meeting was held in the
City Hall on Mopday evening last,
when resolutions were adopted of a
very stringent character, denounc-
ing his conduct and ecalling upon
the authorities at Washington for
his remuoval.

The facts in the case are these:
Mr. Stephens and a few other per-
gons in Ogden, some time ago form-
ed a small ring, with the object of
¢‘getting around” the claims of
some of the old settlers to lands
that they had claimed and cultivat-
ed for many years. BSearch was
~ made through the local and Z.and

Office records, for the purpose of
fiuding some flaw in the title to

those lands, that these designing
persons might have an opportunity
Lo “jump’ them. Stephens succeed-
ed, as he thought, in finding a

been, Stephens, like many persons
who pride themselves upon their
extra smartness, has overreached
himself, and the house he has built
stands on land to which he has not
the shadow of a title.

Further, the piece he has recently
filed on as ‘“desert land” has now
growing en it wheat, oats, lucerne
and common grass, and, in conse-
quence of the springy nature of a
portion of it, actually bas to be
drairied ! If anyone but a “Gen-
tile” postmaster and a friend of
Hayes had done as Stephens has,tbe
action would be denounced as in-
famous and the perpetrator would
be prosecuted for perjury.

An attempt is being made to
cover up these misdoings, by the
cry of “Morwon” opposition to
‘“‘Gentile” occupation of land in
Utah. This ery has been many
times used for a similar purpose,
with as little foundation for truth
as in this instance. The movement
arrangiong the indignation meeting
referred to did not originate wilh
“Mormons,” and some non-‘“Mor-
mops’ are owners of a portion of
the land which the Postmaster has
tried to jump. Rev. J. L. Gillogly,
minister of the Episcopal Church
of the Good Shepherd—whom no
one will accuse of aflection for
*“Mormonism,” owns a part of the
invaded quarter section, and was
one of the most outspoken of the
“indignators” at the meeting. In-
deed the non-*“Mormon’’ speakers
said the hardest things against the

quarter section of land within the
corporate limits, entry of and pay-
ment for which was not duly re-
corded. The City claimed this
land, and had sold out portions of
it to new settlers, ¢ Mormon’ and
“‘Gentile,” for building lots. The
Postmaster was aware of all this,
yet he entered and took possession

of this quarter section, built
a house upon it costing sev-
eral hundred dollars, and re-

gardless of the possession and titles

of the various claimants te portions
of the propeity, endeavored Lo grab
the whole oue huundred and sixty
acres.

Bat he was mnot sati=fied with
this. East of the city, near the
base of the mountains, are several
farms, watered by springs that break
out in the vicinity, and by small
streams that trickle down from the
ravines, QOue of these is owned by
Mr. W. R. R. Stowell, aud has

offending official. 1r the *“Mor-
mons™ are so violently averse to
permitting ‘““Gentiles’ to hold land
in this Territory, why did they sell
Mr. Gillogly a piece in Ogden City?

There are instances, it is true, of
difficulty between ‘“Mormens’’ and
non-“Mormons’ over land claims,
But in every instance it will be
found that they have arisen out of
just such practices as those at-
tempted by Postmaster Stephens.
Lawiul occupancy of land has
been prevented to no individual of
any cieed or lack of creed, by t
old settlers in
persons who have done notbing
towards redeeming the country
from sterility come here boasting

suit themselves, make it their busi-
ness to bring the religion of the
masses of the people and_ their
most respected lewders inte ig-
nominy and trouble,and attempt Lo
steal from them' the lands which
they have made fertile by bard
labor, and on which they depend
for support and the sustenauce of

bsen occupied for twenty-five years.
VWhen the land came into market,
Mr. Stowell homesteaded his farm,
except about eighty aeres, which
was so situated in a nook of the
mountains that the lines of the
government survey left it out. He
was  informed on inquiry at
the Land Office, that not being
surveyed, he could neither home-
stead wor pre-empt thit piece,
but the only way to secure a
title was by entering 1t un-
der the Desert Land Act. He
could not do this, because he would
have had to swear that it was In-
capable of producing a crop without
irrigation, and be had been culti-
valing about half of it for many
years. Now Stephens, finding this
piece vacauton the plat, actually
filed on it under the Desert Laud|
Act, and thus attempied to deprive
the iawful claindant of his squatter
rights, and at the same Ltime de-
frau the governmenl,

No wonder that the people were
indignant at these proceedings,
which were aggravated bythe boast-
ful attitude of the ‘‘jumper,”” who
claimed to be a personal friend of
President Hayes, and talked of
“running the *‘Mormons’”, In a
manner very unwise in any person,
and very improper in an official
who has so much to do with the
public of all ¢creeds and parties,

. Now the avowed anti-*Mormon”
Postmaster is in a very unenviable
pasition. The city holds a clear
title to the land on which he  has
built bis house. It was duly and
lJawfully entered and paid for by a
gentleman , named Cusningham,
‘who received the government pa-
tent therefor,and afterwards sold
it to the city, giving a warranty
deed, which was properly recorded.
The resord of Canningham’s trans-
action has been seen in the Laud
Office in this city,the patent is now
in possession of the Ogden ¢ity au-
thorities, and if the transaction
does not now appear of record at )
the Land Office there must have

their ramilies, it is time that they
should stand up in their own de-
fence.
did not. Patience under repeated
injuries and continued injustice, is
oue of the virtues which the Lat-
ter-day Saints have admirably
cultivated and manifested before
the whole world, But submission
to outrages of this character would

be ernnging and cowardly,
and would excite disgust 1in
all right-mlinded individuals.

This “land-jumping” villainy
must be put a stop to. Those who
perpetrate it should be lawfully
punished, and those officials who
us=ist them and put them up to
this meanness, ought to be exposed
aud thelr course made plain to the
government. Every decenl man
and every Jjourual entitled to
a particle of respect should frown
down and oppose these nefarious
proceedings, whether attempted by
“Mormoun? or **Gentile,” Christian
or Jew. What excuse can be made
for any one who will sneak around,
pry into recoirds and pore over
deeds, for the purpose of discover-
ing =ome obscure technicality, by
which he can rob a hard-working,
henest farmer of the homestead he
has wou by years of toil, or for
which bhe has paid out money in
good faith? No epithets are too
strong to be applied to such a being,
aud those woo countenance or seek
to shield and excuse him are as
much to be despised as he.

There are acres enough of land
open for bona fide settlement, in
and out of this Territory, on which
there is no claim by any struggling
husbandman. Let those who want
to acquire a title to a piece enter
upon it lawfully, and either buy it
or work for it like men. But let
those who seek to steal the goil
made desirable by the labor of
others, meet with the reproeach and
share the fate accorded to the mis-
erable thief or scoundrelly swindl-
er, who is caught in his Enayery
aud dishonesty, No sympathy aud

been some underhand work trans-.

no palliation for “land-jumpers.”’

deserved lesson to the pious and
prudish people of New England,
over their anxiety to convert the

distant heathen, and their neglect
of the ignorant -and criminal with-

in their own borders, The Sun

saye.

“The six States lying east of the
Hudson send a good many thous-
auds of dollars abroad every year to
be expended in converting the
heathen. (Quicker and larger re-
turns might perhaps be obtained
by investing a percentage of this
missionary money in the eivil-
ization and Christianization of
the heathen within their own bour-
ders.”’

That caustie censor then goes on
toshow the condition of affairs in

Massachusetts and Connecticut,
and declares that—

Within sound of church and eol-
lege bells there are nests of igoor-
ance and vice as esseutially bar-
baric iu their way as any the
missionaries have yet found in
Africa.

And it affirms, further, that,

Within a few miles of historical
towns, whose people wrap them-
s-lves in their culture as in a gar-
ment, there are neighborhoods
which are quite given over to ig-
porance and vice; which éxhale a
moral reek from generation to gen-
eration.

Yet the people around whom.
| these festering evils abound are
among the foremost of those who
read bomilies to the ‘*‘Mormons,”
who hold up their hands and roll
ap their eyes in pious horror over
imaginary iniquities in Utah, but
whose nostrils seem  closed
against the reek of their own cor-
ruption, and whose perceptions are
blunted against the vileness within
reach of their finger tips.

Boston and Hartford may

pride

he | themselves on their cultu:é, and
Utah. But when | talk scornfully about lack of educa-

tion in Utab, but, according to the

Sun and other authorities, ignor- |

ance and barbarism prevail within

of their intentions to run affairs to | easy call of their celleges, that have

no existence within the boundaries

of this Territory. And they
may affect to be scandalized at
the practice of polygamy in

A far-oft portion of the domain of
the United States, but the free-love
institutions and the social degra-
| dation of some of their own out-
lying districts, ara actually appall-
ing in their immorality, and afford
an excellent opportunity for alla-

They would be curs if they | sion to the ancient adage about|

motes and beams.

When the prudes and pietists
of Eastern States and cities feel ex-
ercised about the deeds and doings
of the Saints in the distant West,
they sheuld be told to stop craning
their necks to gaze away off into
the Rocky Mountains, and look
right at home for a field for Chris-
tian labor and missionary enter-
prise, and drop a tear over present
inigquities instead of weeping about
the heathens of other lands.
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SELLING SHIPS TO BELLI-
GERENTS.

THE New York 1lerald, of the
11th inst., publishes a list of one
hundred and seventy-one steamers,
available for use as cruisers, which
are offered for sale to anybody that
wishes to buy. Either Russia or
England has a chance to purchase
the lot, if the money is forthcom-
ing, the terms being strictly cash,
The vessels vary in size, from five
hundred to five thonsand tons, and
they are all sound, staunch and
seaworthy, and could be readily
fitted up tor aclive service in case
of war.

This raises the question of the
right of American ship-owners to
sell vessels to & belligerent. It ap-
pears that this right is freely ac-
corded by the best lawyers of the

land. Private citizens may mnet
only sell ships butarms and amrau-
tion to any government, either in
times of peace or war., But the
sale or fitting out of wvessels in
American ports, intended to be used
against a belligerent with whom
the United States are al peace, is
unlawful.

|

-

ence. The Treaty of Washiogton
contains the following rules in re-
gard to neutrality, which this gov-
ernment is bound to observe in the
event of a. war between Enpgland
and Russia, unless it should become
an ally of either:

vent the fitting out, armit g or
equipping, within its jurisdiction,
of any vessel of which it has rea-
sonable ground to believe is intend-
ed to cruise or to carry. on War
agdinst a power with which it is at
peace; and also to use like diligence
to prevent the departare from its
jurisdiction of any vessel intended
to cruise or carry on war as above,
sach vessel having been speciall
adapted in whele or in part, within
such jurisdiction, to warlike use.

2, Not to permit or suffer either
belligerent to make use of its ports
or waters as the base of naval oper-
ations against the other, or for the
purpose of the renewal or augmen-
tation of military supplies or arms,
or the recruitment of men.

“3, To exercise due dilligence in
its own ports and waters, and as to
all persons within its jurisdiction,

going obligations and duties.”

The selling of ships, arms and
munitions of war is considered
nothing but ordinary commerce.
Any dealer may eell the goods

which he manufactures or trades in, |

and any government may pur-
chase, the same as a private firm or
individual.  In times of peace this
would be indisputable. There is
no difference in the transaction in
times of war, but the goods or ships
would be liable to seizure by the
enemy of the purchaser, and if cap-
tured before delivery, the seller
would suffer the loss, The business
is risky but not illegal. So far as

|

1. To use due diligence to ];;m--i

to prevent any violation of the fore- |

ocrats who arranged and battled for
the resolution just passed, entertain
the idea of unseating FPresident

Ha.Tyea. "
he Electoral Commission settled
the confliect over the Executive
Chair, and both Democrats and
Republicans were equally commit-
ted to the decisions of that body.
We do not see how in honor the
questions so disposed of can be re-
opened, unless it ean be proven
beyond doubt that Rutherford B.
Hayes was a party to the frauds
now exposed through the Florida
confessions.
But the Democratic house wish-
es to make party capital out of

Y | the disclosures of McLin, to use as

part of the ginews of war in the
next political struggle. If the
confessions are substantiated by
the congressional investigation,
they will prove very damaging, not
only to the Republican party but
also to several very prominent men
in it, and most likely to high
official dignitaries, and they will
show to what depths that Earty
descended in its desperate fight to
retain its dominant position in the
country during the last great
political contest. Hence the anger
of the Republican leaders at the
success of the resolution, and hence
the address of their committee, .
whieh is very ill-advised and in-
cendiary, viewed from a patriotic
standpoint, but as a party docu-
ment may appear in a different
light. It is likely to do much to-
wards uniting the broken ranks of
the Republicans, and to prevent
those disruptions which bave for a
long time been threatening the par-
ty. |
The question has been raised of
the uniairness of the Potter resolu-
tion, confining, as it does, the in-

vestigation to Florida and Louisi-

the vessels are concerned, the ques- | ana. The Republicans endeavor-
tion of intent hss to be considered. | ed, through Mr. Hale of Maine, to

If it can be proven that any ship

tention of fitting it out as a cruiser,

the seller exposes himself to heavy
penalties.

neutraiity laws will be found ex
tremely
of sympathy runs in favor of Rus-
sia as against England, the policy
of the latter gevernment as ex-
plained by an ex-attache of the
English legation, may be to some
extent imitated in this country.
Writing to the Lendon Truth he

says:

“‘Oar notion of maritime interna-
tional law has always been to vary
our views aeccording to our particu-
lar interests.”

and represents in a few words the
spirit of diplomaey in general
However, the United States will
certainly endeavor to prevent pri-
vateering by American ships and
vitizens, and to carry out the provi-
sions of the treaty of Washington
so as far as possible. It will there-

fore be a dangerous matter in case | think that any
of war for any Americanship-own- | will be made to u

is sold to a belligerent with the in-|ing the inquiry

The strict enforcement of the| Polter was

This is frank, if not admirabla.i[

introduce an amendment extend-
into election ir-
regularities in other States, but

were defeated. A little reflee
tion will show that Mr.
right declining

to accept the amendment. His

difficult, and as the tide |resolution was based on the com-

plaint of the Legislature of Mary-
land that the BState had been de-
frauded of the proper force and ef-
fect of its electoral vote, through
the frauds perpetrated-in the States
of Florida and Louisiana. The
committee of investigation was
called for in relation to these mat-
ters, and if any member or party in
the House desired further inquiries,
| they had the same opportunity as
Mr. Potter to move for appropriate
committees.

We have no doubt that the com-
mittee will succeed in establishing
the fact that Florida and Louisianx
were wrongly counted for Hayes
and Wheeler, but we very much

doubt the production of proof that
those gentlemen were in any way

rsonally responsivle for the
rauds, and therefore we do not
feasible attempt
pset the verdict

er to supply Russia with vessels|of the Electoral Commission, as

intended to be used as priva-
teers. Bat if it can Dbe
shown that vessels sold to either
belligerent are merely for trans-
port ships, the danger vanishes and
the transaction becoines legilimate.
The essence of crime is in the in-
tent, and this principle seems to
be recognized in the matter under
consideration. The selling of a
ship to a uation at war it appears
is all right enough so long as the
trader’s intentions are good. We
are inclined to the belief that when
the Russo-English war is over, it
will be found that British com-
merce h:s suffered mightily fmni
numerous cruisers purchased o
chartered from American ship-
owners.

A

WAKING THE EMBERS.
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THE passage in the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Potter resolution
has stirred the country to the cen-
tre, and is likely to arouse anew the
bitter animosities that led to the
war of the rebellion. The address
of the Republican Congressional
Committee breathes the spirit of
61, and is intended to fan into ac-
tive flames the smouldering embers
of hate and stirife that the wise
men of the nation have tried for

years to extinguish.

The whole movement is a party"

this would in all probability lead to
revolution and bloodshed.

The appeal of the Republican
committee to the worst passions of
their followers is highly reprehen-
sible. Any man who, for mere
purty consideration, tries to revive
the enmities which led to civil
war and plun the whole nation
into fratricidal horrors, is an enemy
to his country and a foe to his race.
We hope the bitterness expressed
out of the recent contest in the
House will be . assuaged by the
waters of wisdom, that better

counsels will tone down the
heat that blazes in the
Committee’s address, or the

venom of defealed ambition and
the re-invocation of the demon of
the rebellion may again split the
nation into opposing factions, and
inaugurate a struggle before which
the four years war will pale into
insignificance and be like a holiday
bonfire compared with the burning
of a mighty city.
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TREMBLING IN THE BAL-
ANCE.

THE latest tidings from Europe bear
the sweet breath o peace. Count
Scheuvalofl’ appears te have stood
up like a man before the Czar of all
the Russias, and condemned the
treaty of Stefano which is the bone
of contention between the Lion
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