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on the other groug of lslands, have ever
exhlblted towards the misslonarles and
the cause of truth, Is of such a nature
that it Is always held In fond remem-
brance by those who have enjoyed its
pleasing features.

In New Zealand our Elders have
preached the Gospel since the fall of
1854 but for many years their attentfon
wag not drawn to the Maorls or the na-

tives of that country. ‘The first
Maorl who ever became a mem-
ber of the Church was Dbap-

tized by Elder Richard G. Lambert,
at an early day, the Macorl belng on a
visit to the Hawalian Islands when
Elder Lambert and others were labor-
ing there. This first Maor! member
was met in New Zealand several years
afterwards by Elder John Kaullenamo-
ku. It was not untll October 18, 1881,
however, that the first baptism of a
native took place in New Zealand. This
was dome at Auckland, Elder Wm.
John McDonald officlating. Toward
the close of the year 1882 and the be-
ginnlng of 1883, a number of natives
were baptlzed In the Walkato distrlet,
about a hundred miles south of Auck-
land, under the directlon of Presldent
Wliliam M. Bromley; and on Feb. 25,
1883, these newly baptized natlves were
organ!zed into the first Maorl branch
of the Church in New Zealand.

But a more successful opening was
made in the beautifu! Wairarapa val-
ley, on the south end of the North
Island. Here Elders Alma Greenwood
and Ira N. Hinckiey Jr., galped the
hearts of many inteiligent natives who
embraced the Gospel, and the first of
many branches of the Church In that
part of the country was organized at
Papawal August 26 1883. From the
‘Walirarapa valley the Gospel spread
to the Bawkes Bay, the Mahia, Pov-
erty Bay and the Walapu districts, and
finally to all parts of the country
where the natlves reslde. During the
followlng slx years sixty-four Maord
branches were raised up, and at pres-
ent fully one-tenth of the natives of
New Zealand belong to the Church,
with falr prospects for much further
‘Increase.

Our success among the natives of
New Zealand has been so apparent to
all that even many of the white Inhab-
itants who are not members of the
Church acknowledge openly that the
Latter-day Salnts have done more to-
wards the Improvement and practical
moral training of the Maoris than all
other Christian misslonaries In that
country put together.

The Samoan misalon was opened by
Elder Joseph H. Dean In 1888, He
went there from Hawall, where he for-
merly had performed suocessful mis-
slonary labors. Together with hls
family he landed on the laland of Tu-
tulla, one of the three main islands of
Samoa, June 18 1888, Thence, he pro-
ceaded to the llttie 1sland of Aunuu,
where he met Samuela Manoa, one of
the two Elders sent by the famous
Walter M. Glbson In 1862 te preach
Mormonlsm on Samoa. The other
Elder sent by Mr. Gibson (I{imo Belio)
had recently dled. - Elder Dean was
well received by the natives of Aunuu,
where he commenced to baptize June
25, 1888, and in a few months a good
slzed branch of the Church was raised
up on that 1island. From Aunuu
the cause spread to the islands ot
Tuatuila, Ypolu and Savaii, and when
I vislted Samoa In 1395, there were
eleven organized branches of the
Church in the mission and about fou:
hundred members. Now there are
nearly a thousand members of the
Church In Samoa. In 1889 the head-
quarters ¢f the Church were located
at Fagalli, near Apla, the capltal of
the islunds, where o missionary house
was built and other Improvements were
made. DMeeting houses, Introduclng
an entirely new order of architecture,

were also built in the different branches. | entirely different class of men to other

As an outgrowth of .the Samoan mis-
slon, the Tongan mission should be
mentioned. In 1891 to 1896 an attemptl
was made to Introduce the Gospel In
Tonga or on the Friendly Islands, ly-
ing between three and five hundred
miles south of Samoa. Elders Brig-
ham Smoot and Alva J. Butler were
sent_from Samoa as the first mission-
aries to that group of lslands: they
arrived at Nukualofa, on the Island ot
Tongatabu, July 15,1881; but they found
that nearly all the natives were mem.
bers of the so-called free Church of
Tonga—patterned after the Wesleyan
church—which exercised an almost un-
limlted influence over the natives; and
as that Influence was exercised agalnsi
the Eldars from the beginning, it was
hard to make an opening. However,
the Elders studled and acquired the
language, and soom comimenced to con-
verse with the natives and hold meet-
ings. In December, 1891, 2 missionary
house was buillt at Mua, a large native
village situated about slx miles from
Nukualofa, which now became the
heme of the Eilders, of whom others
subsequently arrived.

After fourteen months of hard labor,
the Elders had the great satisfaction
of baptizing the first native convert—
a man by the name of Alibate. Thls
was on Sept. 11, 1882, A few others
were subsequentlybaptized on Tongata-
bu, but not enough te form & branch.
A few were also baptized on the Haa-
pal group, and later a few on the
Vavau ifslands, which two groups, to-
gether with Tongatabu, constitute the
Tongan kingdom; but in 1836 Tonga
was abandoned as a misslonary field,
because of the unwillingness on the
part of the natives to receive the Eil.
ders and their message.

Of a!l the Elders of the Church, I
am perhaps the only one who has vis-
fted all the groups of islands In the
Pacific ocean where our missionarles
have preached the Gospel. I found it a
very interesting study, as I passed
aleng, to compare the language, the
mannerg, the customs and general
characteristics of the inhabitants of the
different groups; for it proves geyond
a doubt elose relationship, and a com.
mon origin of them sall; and when the
Beok of Mormon ls accepted as true,
it 18 no longer a mystery that so many
remnants of Hebrew  tradltions and
traces of the ceremonial law of Moses
are foupnd among them.

When Captaln Cook snd other mavl-
gators first discovered the different
groups of islands of the great Pacifie,
there were perhaps no less than &
milllon of these ' copper-colored peo-
ple who are known to us as Polynes)-
ans; but through coming in contact
with the vices and sins of the whites,
the germs of destructlon have been
planted in thelr systems so effectually
that thelr number has gradually de-
creased until there are perhaps, not
over 200,000 of them left.. AS a sample
of this, the decrease eof the populatlon
on Hawail may be cited. Here enly
about 30,000 remalns of a poputation of
200,000, which {s a low estimate of the
strength of the Hawallans when Cap-
tain Cook discovered the islands In
1778, Let us hope that the preachlng
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ by our
Elders and its practical application to
life and living, may save thls branch of
the House of Israel from utter des-
truction, that a remnant of them at
least may be spared to become part
of that white and delightsome people
spoken of by the Book of Mormon, Pro-
phets and historians.

In cenclusion I desire to pay a tribute
to our young Elders who have labored
among the Polyneslans. With but few
exceptions they have made an excellent
record, and by thelr exemplary life and
excellent hablts, they have galned the
love and esteem o0f the natives who
have learned to look upon them as an

professed Christians who have come,
among them principally to seek gain
and lustful pleasure. And furthermere, s

the tnspiration of the Holy Ghost!
has mnot only enabled the young
Eiders to understand and testify?®

of the prlnciples of the Gospel; but it
hag brightened their Intellect in a most
marvelous manner ln connection with
their endeavors to acquire that which
of all languages are considered the’
most difficuit. In fact our Elders have
as a rule learned the different dlalects
of the Polynesian .angudfe so qulekiy
and perfectly that they have put to
shame the efforts of all other white
people in the same dlrectlon. 4

May (God bless the Pelyneslan race,
and may the several missions of the
Church estabiished among them con.
tinue to prosper until all the honest in®
heart found In their midst shall become
members of the Church of Christ and,
poesees a perfect knowledge of the;
God of thelr fathers' and the true plan
of salvatlon.
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Salt Lake City, Utah,
July 19. 1898.
The temperature has continued Iin:
excess of the average for the past
week. Last week the dally excess of
temperature was 3 degrees. There was
a temporary cooling on Sunday, the

17th, which was =zgaln followed bys
rising temperature. The prospects are
still for fair and warmer weather,

Some light showers occurred onh the
1ith and L4th, but no rain of a benefl-y
clal character has fallen slnce the 11th.;

In the harvest fleld Is the scene of:
greatest activity in farming operations.
Harvest hes become general on dry
lands. Fall sown grain Is ready for
harvest or soonm will be since the warm,
dry weather is ceusing it to turn rapid-
ly. All grain has filled perfectly, and
the berry i{s plump. In some sections
fall gown grain has been lcdged by the§
winds, and in rare cases some smut js:
cheerved where Lthe growth was rank.
It is conceded that the grain ecrops willy
be excessive. 'Threshing has already
begun in Washington courty.

Haying is still going on In some sec-
tions, the first erop of lucern having®
Lbeen secured, timothy 1z being har-
vested, and the second crop of lucern
is making a vigorous growth, i

Potatoes, sugar beets and garden.
vegetables are growlng well. All crops:
have been 1{improved by the general
raln of the 1ith. There 1s a good de-,
mand for small frults. Most of the:
large” fruits, especlally apples, areg
affected by the insects.

‘Water I3 getting low in the streams,
50 that the rains have been acceptable,
having benefitted all growing crops
and injured .hay only in a few fn-*
stances.

Greenville—TRain that occurred last:
week was good for everything except'
some lucern that was caught out.

Deweyville—The weather has been-
warm and dry only a light shower onm
the 12th. TFarmers are busy cutting
grain. Dry land grain is well filled,
and plump.

Wellington—¥Farmers are finlshlng
the first crop of hay; the fall grain isi
turning.

Smithfleld—Weather is
dry. ¥irst crop of fucern has been cut.
fall grain is rlpening rapldly and it
in well filled. No smut can be found:
in the wheat. Potatoes and corn are.
growing well.

Hyde Park—High winds on the 1ith
damaged heavy grain some. Fall grain
is being harvested. Smal] fruit is in,
go0od demand. ]

Logan—Harvesting of dry farm grain4
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