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on the other groug of islands have ever
exhibited towards the missionaries and
the cause of truth tois of such a nature
that it is always held in fond remem-
brance by those who have enjoyed its
pleasing features

in new zealand our elders have
preached the gospel since the fall of
1854 but for many years their attention
was not drawn to the laorismaoris or the na-
tives of that country the first
maori who ever became a mem-
ber of the church was bap-
tized by elder richard G lambert
at an early day the maori being on a
visit to the hawaiianHa wallan islands when
elder lambert and others were labor-
ing there this first maori member
was met in new zealand several years
afterwards by elder john
ku it was not until october 18 18811881

however that the first baptism of a
native took place in new zealand this
was done at auckland elder wm
john Me Donald officofficiatinglating toward
the close of the year 1882 and the be-
ginning of 18831888 a number of natives
were baptized in the waikato district
about a hundred miles south of auck-
land under the direction of president
william M bromley and on pebfeb 25
18831888 these newly baptized natives were
organized into the first maori branch
of tlethe church in new Zealazealandmd

but a more successful opening was
made in the beautiful val-
ley on the south end of the north
island here elders alma greenwood
and ira N hinckley jr gained the
hearts of many intelligent natives who
embraced the gospel and the first of
many branches of the church in that
part of the country was organized at

august 261
1883 promfrom the

valley the gospel spread
to the hawkes bay the mahla pov-
erty bay and the kalapu districts and
finally to all parts of the country
where the natives reside during the
following six yearsyeats sixty four maori
branches were raised up and at pres-
ent fully one tenth of the natives of
new zealand belong to the church
with fair prospects for much further

Anincreasecrease
our success among the natives of

new zealand has been so apparent to
all that even many of the white inhab-
itants who are not members of the
church acknowledge openly that the
latter day saints homehave done more to-
wards the improvement and practical
moral traintraininglug of the laorismaoris than ELIall
other christian missionaries in that
country put together

the samoan mission was opened by
elder joseph H dean in 1888 he
went there from hawaii where he for-
merly had performed successful mis-
sionary labors together with his
family he landed on the island of tut-
uila one of the three main islands of
samoa june 18 1888 thence liehe pro-
ceeded to the little island of aunuuainuu
where he met samuela manoa one of
the two elders sent by the famous
walter M gibson in 1862 to preach
mormonism on samoa the other
elder sent by mr gibson KIMO belio
hadbad recently died elder dean was
well received by the natives of aunuuainuu
where he commenced to baptize june
25 1888 and in a few months a good
sized branch of the church was raised
up on that island prom aunuuainuu
the cause spread to the islands of
tutuila upolu and savailsavaii and when
I1 visited samoa in 1895 there were
eleven organized branches of the
church in the mission and about four
hundred members now there are
nearly a thousand members of the
church in samoa in 1889 the head-
quarters of the church were located
at FagalFagalilll near apiaabia the capital of
the islands where a missionary house
was built and other improvements were
made meeting houses introducing
an entirely new order 0of architecture

were alsoalao built in the different branches
As an outgrowth of tibethe samoan mis-

sion the tongan mission should be
mentioned in 1891 to 1896 an attempt
was made to introduce the gospel in
tonga or on the friendly islands ly-
ing between three and five hundred
miles south of samoa elders brig-
ham smoot and alva J butler were
sent from samoa as the first mission-
aries to that group of islands they
arrived at on the island ot
Tonga tabu july but they found
that nearly all the natives were mem-
bers of the so called free church of
tonga patterned after the wesleyan
church which exercised an almost un-
limited influence over the nativesnative and
as that influence was exercised against
the elders from the beginning it was
hard to make an opening however
the elders studied and acquired the
language and soon commenced to con-
verse with the natives and hold meet-
ings in december 1891 a missionary
house was built at mua a large native
village situated about six nillesmiles from

which now became the
home of the elderselden of whom others
subsequently arrived

after fourteen months of biard labor
the elders had the great Altissatisfactionfaction
of baptizing the first native convert
a man by the name of alipate this
was on sept 11 1892 A few others
were on
bu butbait not enough to formaform a branch
A ffewew were also baptized on the haa
patpai group and laterlaiter a few on the

islands which two groups to-
gether with Tongatabu constitute the
tongan kingdom but in 1896 tonga
was abandoned as a missionary field
because of the unwillingness on the
part of the natives to receive the el
ders and their message

of all the elders of the church I1
am perhaps the only one who has vis-
ited all the groups of islands in the
pacific ocean where our missionaries
have preached the gospelGo I1 found it a
very interesting study as I1 passed
along to compare the language the
manners the customs and general
characteristics of the inhabitants of the
different groups for it proves beyond
a doubt close relationship and a com-
mon origin of them all and when the
book of mormon is accepted as true
it is no longer a mystery that so many
remnants of hebrew traditions and
traces of the ceremonial law of mosesmosea
are found among them

when captain cook and other navi-
gators first discovered the different
groups of islands of the great pacific
there were perhaps no less than a
million of these copper colored peo-
ple who are known to us as
ans but through coming in contact
with the vices and sins of the whites
the germs of destruction have been
planted in their systems so effectually
that their number hhasas gradually de-
creased until there axeare perhaps not
over of them left As a sample
of this the decrease of the population
on hawaii may be cited here only
about remains of a population of

which is a low estimate of the
strengthstrength of the Hawaiihawaiiansans when cap-
tain cook discovered the islands in
1778 let us hope that the preaching
of the gospel of jesus christ by our
elders and its practical application to
life and living may save this branch of
the house of israel from utter des-
tructiontruc tion that a remnant of them at
least may be spared to become part
of that white and delightsome people
spoken of by the book of mormon pro-
phets and historians

in conclusion I1 desire to pay a tribute
to our young elders who have labored
among the polynesians with but few
exceptions they have made an excellent
record and by their exemplary life and
excellent habits they have gained the
love and esteem of the natives who
have learned to look upon them as an

entirely different class of men to other
professed christians who have come
among them principally to seek gain
and lustful pleasure and furthermore
the inspiration of the holy ghost
has not only enabled I1 the young
elders to understand and testify
of the principles of the gospel but it
has brightened their intellect in a most
marvelous manner in connection with
their endeavors to acquire that which
of all languages are considered the
most difficult in fact our elders have
as a rule learned the different dialectsdla leota
of the polynesian language so quickly
and perfectly that they have put to
shame the efforts of all other white
people in the same direction

may god bless the polynesianPolynesiaai race
and may the several missions of the
church among them con
dinue to prosper until all the honest in
heart found in their midst shall become
members of the church of christ and
possess 9a perfect knowledge of the
god of their fathers and thehe true plan
of salvation
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the temperature has continued in
excess of the average for the past
week last week the daily excess of
temperature was 3 degrees there was
a temporary cooling on sunday the

which was again followed by
rising temperature the prospects are
still for fair and warmer weather
some light showers occurred on the
1 1 th and but no rain of a benefi-
cial character has fallen rincesince the alth

in the harvest field is the scene of
greatest activity in farming operations
Ijarvest has become general on dry
lands fall sown grain is ready for
harvest or soon will be since the warm
dry weather is causing it to turn rapid-
ly all grain has filled perfectly and
the berry is plump in some sections
fall sown grain has been lodged by the
winds and in rare cases some smut is
observed where the growth was rank
it is conceded that the grain crops will
be excessive threshing has already
btargungun in washington coultychuicoui ty

haying is still going on in some sec-
tions the first crop of lucern having
been secured timothy is being har-
vested and the second crop of lucern
Is making a vigorous growth

potatoes sugar beets and garden
vegetables are growing well all crops
have been improved by the general
rain of the alth there is a good de-
mand for small fruits most of the
larger fruits especially apples are
affected by the insects

water is getting low in the streams
so that the rains have been acceptable
havinhavingg benefitted all growing crops
and injured hay only in a few in-
stances

greenville rain that occurred last
week was good for everything except
some lucern that was caught out

deweyvilleDewe the weather has been
warm and dry only a light shower on
the farmers are busy cutting
grain dry land grain is well filled
and plump

wellington farmers are finishing
the first crop of hay the fall grain is
turning

smithfield weather is warm and
dry first crop of lucern has been cut
pall grain is ripening rapidly and it
is well filled no smut can be found
in the wheat potatoes and corn arear
growing well

hyde park high winds on the bilth
damaged heavy grain some fall grain
is being harvested small fruit is in
good demand

logan harvesting of dry farm grain


